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(57) ABSTRACT 

Acomputer-user interface facilitates interaction between the 
user and the computer in a manner which enables the 
computer to assist the user in accomplishing desired goals. 
Based upon a particular task to be performed, the computer 
interviews the user to obtain the information pertinent to that 
particular task. Once the information is provided to the 
computer, it works with the user to automatically perform 
desired tasks in response to triggering events designated by 
the user. In addition, the computer can notify the user 
whenever a task is being carried out. Any executable func 
tion can be designated by the user as the object of a task. The 
initiation of this task can be carried out in response to any 
programmatically detectable event, or trigger, which is also 
designated by the user. As a further feature, the user has the 
ability to select from among a number of different types of 
noti?cation to be provided whenever the task is being 
performed. With the ?exibility offered by this arrangement, 
he user can customize the operation of a computer to suit his 
or her particular needs. 
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