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The Clean Waters of the Antarctic Ocean are the Source of Vast Natural Resourceg
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The Antarctic Ocean, one of the most unpolliuted
and beautiful marine areas in the world.

Krill from the Antarctic Ocean is a valuable source of
protein containing an excellent balance of amino
acids, and as is widely known, provide the main
source of energy for whales that grow to lengths
exceeding 20 metres and inhabit these waters.

In Japan, Antarctic krill, said to be the last and
greatest source of protein available to mankind, is
largely used as a pigment for cultivated fish and as
bait for leisure fishing.

However, the future potential of Antarctic krill
(Euphasia superba) as a new marine resource came
to the attention of ltano at an early stage with
research and development having commenced in
1983. Our researchers have been successful in utiliz-
ing the potential of krill by isolating its outstanding
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teatures as a raw material such as its composition of

“phosphatide and chitin, in addition to astaxanthin

with its anti-oxidizing effects. Itano has not only

~opened the way to utilizing Antarctic krill as a

seasoning and outstanding natural pigment, but has
also brought to light its potential as a health food and
“functional food” that will be sought after by the
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Krill is an Exceptionally Unpolluted and
Pure Natural Resource.

Like shrimps, Antarctic krill is a crustacean; in other
words, it is a near relative of the shrimp family. Com-

. pared to marine products taken from coastal waters that

are being steadily encroached upon by pollution, Antare-
tic krill caught in the clear waters of the Antarctic Ocean

— where they multiply and thrive in low-temperature

waters not susceptible to the propagation of various bac-

teria — can be described as an incomparably pure food

source. The nutritive value of this health food is out-

standing and the taste superb. It is also estimated that the

huge resources available will allow annual catches of up
to 70,000,000 metric tons without any detrimental ef-

fects. With fears being voiced about serious food short-

ages in the future, the effective use of krill promises to be

a positive step forward in securing food supplies for the

human race as we head toward the twentieth century.
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High Nutritive Value

The ability of krill to support the huge body of a whaleis
it’s high nutritive value. The main component, protein,
which contains plenty of essential amino acids, is of high
quality. The pattern of amino acids in krill is superior to
that of prawns, and is not inferior to that of hens eggs. In -
addition, krill is rich in Vitamin A, B, and Calcium, and
is nutritionally well balanced.

Krill is perfect for today’s dietary requirements, is essen-
tial for our body, and is naturally presented to us from the
Antarctic Ocean.
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