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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act 03‘ mm {P.IL. §3~$E¥3 requires that yoo be given certain information in commotion
with your su‘omission of {he afiachsd form reiaied to a pateni appiioaé-ion or patent. Aocordingiy,
pursuzaoi io the reouiiemenis of me Act, piease be advised that: {1"} the genera! auihofiiy for the
soiieciion oi ih;s infomiaiion is 35 SHE‘S. 2:15) {2}; {:3} furnishing oi the information soiicitied is voiuoiary;
and {3} {he orinoipaé oomose ior which the inios'mation is used by the US. Patent and Trao‘emaiic
Oi'fioa is to mooess anrifor examine your submission reiaied to a paéeni aooii-cation or patent. if you do
Roi immish the requesied information, we US Paton? and Traéemark Office may not he aoie to
process ancifor examine your submission, who" may resuii in {nomination of prooeeoings Gi‘
monogram-got of the apoiicaiioo or axgzirasiion of the patent.

The iniomaiion provideo to; you is ihis form wiii be subjeoi to the ioiiowing roisiiiriias was:

1,. The information on ibis {aim wiii be ireaieo ooiifioemi‘aiiy is: the axiom aiiowed master the
Freedom of information Act {5 1.3.8.0 552} 3:36 the. Privacy Act {5 L133 5523). Reoorfis from

{his system of records may {33 ciisciosed to the {importing}: of Susi-ice to determine wheiher
disclosure of {hose {words is mums by the Free‘fio'm of information 33m.

2. A record from this sysiem of recoros may tiedisoiosed, as a routine use. in the «course of
presentifig evidence to a com. magistraie. or ‘admim iraiive tribunai, inoiuo‘ing disciosures to
opposing oounsei in the course of s‘efiiemeni negoiiaiions.
A record in this sysiem of reomos may he disoiosed. as a moiino Lisa {9 a Member of
Congress submitting a request invoking an individuai, to whom We record pertains. when the
inofiwiduai has requegsied assisianoe from too Memberwi‘gh resosoi to iha subject maiier of me:
{emits}.

4 A rooms? in this: system of TEECES" 5 may be dismissed, as a wartime use, is: a ooniraoioi \f iha
Aggeooy haying neat: for the information in order io perform a comma. Rooipiems of
infomatim Shaii be required to oompiy with the requirements of ma Privacy Act of ‘iQTéi. as

amended. pursue-n: to 5 USO. 552mm}. ‘
A record raiated to an inte'maiionai Apoiication flied under the Paieni Cooporation Twat»; in
this system of memos may be disoiosed, as a routine i384, it) {he iniemaiiooai Eurezsu of m
Woiio Enteiiecioai Fmpefi-y Orgzanizaiion. pamuaoi {o the Paieni Cooperaiion Treaty.

8. A meow} in this; system of records may he'disoio‘sed, as a famine use, to anothar faderai
agency i‘os‘ pos‘ooses of Naiionai Security arewiaw {35 {1.38 181} and ior review pursuani to
me Aiomio Energy Act {42 6.8.6. 218m».

‘2. A reooro ism t-iiissys’zem of records may be discioseoi. as a a. mimosa, to ihe Administrator,
Generai Services, or $153438: desigoee, during an inspection of macros ooooéuoieo by GSA as
part of that agency’s {e‘sooosibiiiiy to recommend imorovements in i‘EGORiS management
praciioea and proofs-m3, under aruthoriéy of 44. Ufifl. 2934 38:3. 2%5. Such disciosm'e shaii
be made in aooorciaooe wk?! the GSA s‘eguiafions govaming inspection of reooros: for ihis
purpose, and any other reievani £53., GSA or Commerca} diiooiive. Such disoiosaune: 3.513%: rioi
be used to make, deéerminations about individual-5.

A venom imam this system of recap-is may he discioaed, as a afouiine use, to {he mimic after

either pubiioaiion of the apoiicati-oo oufsuaané to 35 {3.3.8. 122$); or issuance of a pateoi
oursum to 35 USS. 4524. Former, a recoyd may be oiooiosed, sufbieot to the iimitations of 3?
QFR H4 as a routine use, it) ihe oubiic if tho record was. flied iii an aopiioaéioo which
became abantioned or in which the proooaoings were fierminatod am" which appiication is
referenoeo by either a pobiisized apoiication. an appiéoaiion open to pubiio inspection or an
Saguaro oafieni.

S3. A record from this system of reams may be disciosed, as a rouiirza USE, to a Fedeiai, 333%,
or iocai {aw Eoioro-emeni agency. if the LiS‘PTO beoomes aware of a vioiaiion or ooteniiai
vioiatéon of Saw or rogoiaiion.
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EN'E‘EE UNE‘EEDS AT“3 ESA’EVES.NT ANS ERAQEMSEEK 113%”? KTEE.-

Art. {£1131 : C111113111e1‘ N11. SSSME
EXEEBIEE‘EE‘E‘ :

Seriai No. : .Gookei N311 DEE."16ii}32298139933135
E-‘fied :Eriemwith

13176351116 qum‘mii : :795319.2 Y1}
33.111113 : 313219.:31: 3 21?};
1111111111111" : 31311A. ES01131103111111

: 31111165113 Gardner EEE

.: R11211a111 Adeimzm

'E‘itie . ESELE‘ COVERENG

11.113.11.19“ 1.1111: 31.11.115.21311
  

FREEZIEZME‘NARY AMENEZEMENT

M113 311111 NESESS‘{FE
(3011111113311111111 EE11.1711161113

:3 HO Bax EASE}

31!“1.1131111.AEEEEEE- 1451}

$11“:

The fofiowéng.1311 Preiiminm‘y A1.1111211111116111 ”1.313111% 131211 1111111331 1231515111? 9.1111931011111111

112311113111 11:1 US. Pate-3.113.711. 2999.315 1’“the ‘27“5 3‘31811’1").to . . .

11.121111111111111'11111 this.‘163.111{111my Amendmsnt E11 11 111115111: Appfiemion {311131 113113

31:":{11111311111 by Assignee. an EI1’11“1.1..~.111111111Bisciosum Statsnm.111 and11 1:113:11; 11113113113515.1111 2’36

7811111111.

E311: C11111111‘«.111111 is 11111310113611 1.13 11111111; the reissue 1‘1

Swami 11.111111111113653.7‘19. The Commissioner 111 11311:: authorizoé 111 01111131: any

1111.11.13”"11:11:13 01 1.111.111.1113.- 111-1111pay111e111‘, to 1311: 5111113: 211131111111.
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iniivaoy Act Sieiemerii

“me Priwoy Aot‘ of ’i am {P.L. §3w$fi§3 requires mat you be given certain information in connection
with your euomission of the attached form ieiaéed to a oaiem‘ apoiieei‘ion or patent. According;
pursuant to the requiremen’is of the Act. giieese be advised thei: (73} ihe genera: authority for the
coiieetion oi ihie information is 3‘3 £3238 2(b}{2}; {2} furnishing of the infoimeiion soiioiied is; voiimtary;
and {3} the principal poipoee forwiii-oih the minimization is useii by {he US Paiem and Trademei‘k
Qffioe is is DFDSESS anoior examine your submission reiaiZed to a patent epoiiceiion or patent. if you do
not fumisn the rec; iresieci iniormeiioo, the US Patent and Trademark Office may not be abie to
process andi‘or exe me your submission. which may resuit in termination of piooeeoings or
abandonment of the aipoiicaiion or expiration of the oaieoi.

 
  

The information provided is); you in this ion: wiii be ambient to the foiiowiag routine oeee:

i. The ioioriiiaiioii on this form wiii be ireaieo‘ eon‘f-Edeniiaiiy to the extent aiioweo‘ under me
Freedom of information Ac: {5 USC. 552} and the Privacy Am ('5 USE: 55:33}. Records from
iiiis system of memos may be disoioseo' to the fiepei‘iii'ie‘iii of Justice to determine whether
disciosure of these records is requireo‘ by the Freedom of iniomieiion Am.

2. A record i'rom this system of records may he disoioseci. as a ioiiiirie use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court. ma-gieirete, or eoministraiive tribunei, inoioding disclosures {o
oooosmg moose! in the o urse of settiemeni negotiaiione.

3. A record in» this System of records may be :iisoiosed, as a routine use, io Eé Member of
Coogi‘ess submiiiiiig a iequeet invoiuing an iiioiiaiduai, to whom he record oedema when the
indziviouei has requeeteo assisiame from the Member with reaped. to ihe suibjeczi waiter of therecord.

4. A record in this system of recoms may be discioeed, as a means use. to a contractor of {he

Agency hevino need forihe information in order is pairforiii 3360113301 Reoioienis of
information eiiaii be iei iii. .o to oomoiy wiih the r-eouiremenis of me Privaoy‘ Act of ‘39?4. as
amendeo, ours-oars: to 5 {3.8.8. Eszaimj.

S. A record reie‘ieo‘ is an iniernatiiitiei Ag‘piioaiion iiieo‘ under me Patent Cooperation Tree-{y in
iiiie System of resords may be disacioeed. as e 'iouiiiie use, to the iniemetioriai Bureau of She

Wei-id inieii mi '33 Property Qrgaiiieeiion, soairstsmfi to. the Patent; Commotion Treaty.
6. A Decoro iii ii .5 eyeiem of records may he oieoiose'i. as a roofine use. io another fecieiai

agency for poi-poses. of‘i’iaiionai Security review {35 £3.38. 118?} and for review pursuant to
{he Aiomic EneigyAe-i {42. £33. 3 8(5)},

“f. A record from'this system oi‘ reooi'cis may be discioseo‘, es-a routine use to {he Adminieit'aior.

Generai Servioes. oi hie-“hey desirgnee, owing an inspection of records conducted 33}; GSA as
part of {mi agency‘e responsibiiii; io recommend improvements in ieooi'ds mehagemem
practices end programs. under eiitéioriiy of =14 LLSJLI. 290.4 and 29%. Such oieciosoreshaii
be made. in accordance with ihe GSA regiiieiions gosiernisi inspection of records; for this
purpose, em: any other reievam fife, GSA or Somme-re} oiieoiive. Such disoioeure semi noi
be used to me ke deiemiinaiions aboui individuals.

A record from this system of records; may he o’isoioeed, ass a routine use, to the oiioiio after
either notification of ihe eppiieefion ours‘iie‘mt to 3'5 11.8.0 ‘i 26%)} or issuance of a oeteni
pursuant to 35 USA“). i751. Further a record may be dis-doses. su-b‘iecé io the iimiietioris of :3?
CFR 1.14, as a routine Lise, to ihe ouhiio if the moor-{ii was fiieo‘ in an aopiioetioo which
beoame ebaodoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which eppiication is
referenced by eiiiiEsi a oubtiefieo epeiiceiion, an appiioeiioo open io mimic inspection or an
issued oats-oi.

A remord from {his system of records may be disclosed. as a moiine use, to e Federei, Sieie.
i Sooai law enforcement agency, if tire USS-“iii? beooiries: aware of a wioietion or potential

vioiaiion of Sew or reguiaiion.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

“—

——

Title of Invention: Belly Covering Garment

——

——

Payment information:

 
Submitted with Payment yes—

—
The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination pqca ‘
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document Document Descri tion File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number p Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)

603014
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National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a garment worn during dif-
ferent stages ofpregnancy and different stages ofpostpartum
body changes. A garment upper portion has a belly panel that
is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during
different stages of pregnancy, and a garment lower portion
having a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion ofthe belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.
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BELLY COVERING GARMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a continuation of US. patent
application Scr. No. 11/756,242, filcd May 31, 2007 now U.S.
Pat. No. 7,814,575.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a garment worn during
different stages of pregnancy and different stages ofpostpar-
tum body changes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Garments intended to cover a wearer’s body below the
abdomen or belly during various stages of pregnancy have
been manufactured as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the

knits or woven fabric garments are constructed with an elastic
belt or waist band which caused discomfort when tightened
about the body. Some ofthe garments have stretchable fabric
panels sewn into place with sewn seams. Such garments cause
discomfort due to the presence of the sewn seams, urged by
elastic stretching of the panels pressing against the torso.
Morcovcr, womcn havc complaincd that such garments arc
difficult to keep in place, as they gradually slip downward
while they are being worn.

Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing
the waistband at the front of the jeans and replacing the same
with an clastic band that cradlcs a growing abdomcn. Altcr-
natively, denim jeans or trousers are manufactured without a
waistband at the front so that a separate band can be attached
at the front.

Accordingly, a need exists for a garment that covers and fits
a growing abdomen during different stages of pregnancy.
Such a garment is required to stay up, and desirably would fit
comfortably while being worn. Moreover, such a garment
would stay up when worn over different body types.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that
adapts to cover and fit a growing abdomen during pregnancy,
wherein the garment stays up when worn.

A garment comprises a garment upper portion and a gar-
mcnt lower portion. The garmcnt uppcr portion has a bclly
panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdo-
men during different stages ofpregnancy. The garment lower
portion has a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion ofthe belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
fcrcncc to hold thc garmcnt up and in placc ovcr thc torso.

An embodiment of the garment is adjustable to encircle
diffcrcnt body typcs. Anothcr embodiment of thc invcntion
provides a garment that fits comfortably while being wom.

An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable
torso encircling circumference that is adjustable in girth to
encircle different body types.

A11 embodiment of the upper portion of the gamient com-
prises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically
and fit different body types.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric.
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An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an clastic fabric that is contractiblc clastically to covcr an
abdomen during different stages ofpostpartum body changes.

According to an embodiment of the invention, an expan-
sible tubular upper portion of the garment is seamless to fit
comfortably while being worn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front view ofa garment according to the present
invention.

FIG. 1A is a View similar to FIG. 1, and discloses a body
panel covering a growing abdomen.

FIG. 2 is a View of a backside portion of the garment
disclosed by FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is view of a front portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 4 is view ofa backside portion ofanother embodiment
of a garment.

FIG. 5 is a View of a backside portion of yet another
embodiment of a garment.

FIG. 6 is front view ofa portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 7 is front View ofa portion ofyet another embodiment
ofa garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloses a garment 100 for encircling a lower torso
portion of a wearer of the garment 100. The garment 100
comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower
portion 104. A lower end perimeter 106 ofthe garment upper
portion 102 is attached to a corresponding upper end perim-
eter 108 ofthe garment lower portion 104. The garment lower
portion 104 comprises, for example, a pair of trousers, such
as, denim jeans. Alternatively, the garment lower portion 104
comprises a skirt depicted in FIG. 1 in phantom outline.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, each leg of the pair of
trousers is constructed with sewn seams. Outer side seams

110, 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the
trousers, or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is
constructed with inner side seams 114, 116 joining a front
ccntcr scam 118 of thc trouscrs and a back sidc, curvcd ccntcr
seam 200, FIG. 2, of the trousers. For example, the front
center seam 106 defines a sewn “Zipper less” fly front. The
back side of the trousers, FIG. 2, is sewn with a back side
perimeter seam 202 extending horizontally across the back
side of the trousers from the outer side seams 110, 112 to the
back side center seam 200. If pockets are desired, the legs of
the trousers are constructed, for example, with a front pockets
120, 122 and back pockets 204, 206.

FIG . 2 discloses an embodiment ofthe trousers, or garment
lower portion 104, having a partial waistband 208 j oining and
extending from the side seams 110, 112 of the trousers and
extending across a back side ofthe trousers or garment lower
portion 104. Thc waistband 208 is scwn onto the pcrimctcr
seam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers toward
thc sidc scams 110, 112 and widcns across the back sidc, and
has a center seam 210 to shape the waistband 208 with a
curvature above a wearer’s pelvis, and for torso coverage
especially when sitting or bending.

In FIG. 1, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel
124 to provide an abdomen covering area. The belly panel
124 is expansible, for example, when made of a stretchable
fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during dif-
ferent stages of pregnancy, FIG. 1A. The belly panel 124 has
a bottom portion 128 that projects downward with a parabolic
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shape, especially when covering a growing abdomen, FIG.
1A. The perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that
recedes downward with a parabolic shape adjacent to and
below the bottom portion 128 ofthe belly panel 124 to make
way for expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a
growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. The
parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively
includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124
extends at least partially under the abdomen of the garment
wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 with the parabolic receding circumference 126 of
the garment lower portion 104.

According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the
belly panel 124 comprises a stretchable fabric that is woven or
knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The stretchable fab-
ric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and fit over
the growing abdomen, FIG. 1A. Further, the stretchable fab-
ric is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking abdomen
during different stages of postpartum body changes. The
belly panel 124 also has foreseeable alternative functions, for
example, to cover an abdomen during different stages oftorso
weight gains and losses, or to fit over respective torsos of
different body types.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top
tubular perimeter hem 130 made by folding over a top edge
margin ofthe stretchable fabric, and either tubular knitting or
sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface ofthe fabric, and
to create a top perimeter knitted hem stitch 132 as disclosed in
FIG. 1. The perimeter ofthe garment upper portion 102 has a
torso encircling circumference 134 to hold the garment 100
up and in place over the torso. Advantageously, the entire
garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment of the
garment upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth of the second torso encircling circumference
134 in conformance with different body types. According to
an embodiment of the invention, the torso encircling circum-
ference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly panel
124. In FIG. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least some-
what above the maximum girth of the abdomen, even during
a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124
positions the torso encircling circumference 134 at least
somewhat above the location of maximum girth to resist
slipping down over the abdomen.

An embodiment of the garment upper portion 102 com-
prises a tubular structure to encircle a torso of a wearer of the
garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretchable
fabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The
belly panel 124 comprises a portion of the stretchable fabric.
The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and fit different
body types by being elastically expansible and contractible.
Different body types have different muscle mass distributions
and spinal columns of different curvatures, which make the
tubular structure conform to the different body types by
expanding and contracting in different locations and amounts
when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure
is elastically expansible to widen the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit a body type, and is
elastically contractible to narrow the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit the body type.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the tubular structure is shaped and formed
as a one-sheet hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having
a tapered torso that tapers approximately from shoulder to
waist. The perimeter profile of the one-sheet hyperboloid
cylinder has hyperbolic shaped sides. Alternatively, the tubu-
lar structure is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder,
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for example, as disclosed in FIG. 6. The perimeter profile of
the straight sided cylinder has substantially straight sides.

Preferably, the stretchable fabric is woven or knitted to
form a continuous, seamless tubular structure, such that the
garment 100 is comfortable to wear due to the absence of
seams that would tend to press against the torso.

FIG. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

garment upper portion 102 is provided with belly cradling
support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted
tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312, and 314 in the
belly panel 124. The knitted tension or stitches extend along
multiple stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that
curves so as to cradle a curved growing abdomen, FIG. 1A,
during various stages of pregnancy.

FIG. 4 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with
spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment,
in the form ofa series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted
tension at 400, 402, 404, 406, 408, 410, 412, 414, 416, 418 in
the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches
stiffen the fabric at the backside ofthe garment upper portion
102 to provide spinal and back support of the wearer of the
garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches
are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyper-
bolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis extending
substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of
the fabric. FIG. 5 discloses an alternative pattern of support-
ing stitches 500, 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, 512, 514 in the
fabric, wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along
multiple stitch paths. For example, the stitch paths are shown
as being grouped in a truncated, v-shaped pattern.

FIG. 6 discloses the garment upper portion 102 comprising
a fabric woven or knitted to form a tubular structure, wherein
the fabric of the tubular structure is doubled back on itself

downward from the top circumference 134 thereof to form a
double-layer tubular structure 600 that extends downward at
least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The
layers of the double-layer tubular structure 600 are sewn
together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602. The layers
are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132
as described in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment dis-

closed by FIG. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner
tubular layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom
outline by and between the stitches 132, 602, that is flatly
layered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the
double layer fabric. The three tubular layers are sewn together
with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,
tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in FIG. 1. The
inner layer 604 of stretchable fabric provides the belly panel
124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another
embodiment, the double layer fabric comprises a stretch fab-
ric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable and contract-
ible yarns, providing the belly panel with the capability for
resilient expansion.

FIG. 7 discloses that the garment 100 of FIG. 6 is convert-
ible to comprise a bottom garment without a top, the garment
ripper portion 102 is foldable toward the garment lower por-
tion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the garment lower
portion 104, which is to be worn solely as a garment bottom
104 having the folded band 700, and having no top. Each of
the other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly con-
vertible by adding the stretchable fabric 604 to the upper
garment portion 102 ofthe other embodiment of the garment
100, and folding the garment upper portion 102 toward the
garment lower portion 104 to provide a folded band 700 011
the garment lower portion 104 ofthe other embodiment ofthe
garment 100.
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This description of the exemplary embodiments is
intended to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings, which are to be considered part ofthe entire written
description. In the description, relative terms such as “lower,”
“upper,” “horizontal,” “vertical,” “above,” “below,” “up,” 5
“down,” “top” and “bottom” as well as derivatives thereof
(e.g., “horizontally,” “downwardly,” “upwardly,” etc.) should
be construed to refer to the orientation as then described or as

shown in the drawing under discussion. These relative terms
are for convenience of description and do not require that the
apparatus be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the like,
such as “connected” and “interconnected,” refer to a relation-
ship wherein structures are secured or attached to one another
either directly or indirectly through intervening structures, as
well as both movable or rigid attachments or relationships,
unless expressly described otherwise.

Although the invention has been described in terms of
exemplary embodiments, it is not limited thereto. Rather, the
appended claims should be construed broadly, to include
other variants and embodiments of the invention, which may
be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope and range of equivalents of the invention.

What is claimed is:

l . A garment portion having an attached belly panel portion
comprising:

an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a
wcarcr’s cntirc bclly rcgion, said bclly rcgion compris-
ing an area beginning just beneath the wearer’s breast
area and extending over the wearer’ s abdomen to a lower
abdomen region beneath the wearer’s belly, said belly
panel comprising:
an upper edge portion defining a first encircling circum-

ference about a wearer’s torso that is at or above the

wearer’ s upper abdomen region, and
a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion

and defining a second encircling circumference about
the wearer’s lower abdomen region;

and

a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower
edge portion, having a torso encircling circumference
that recedes downward to make way for expansion ofthe
bclly panel.
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2. The garment portion ofclaim 1, further comprising a pair
of trouscrs attachcd to said lowcr cdgc portion.

3. The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers
comprise denim jeans.

4. The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denim
jeans comprise one or more pockets and a sewn Zipperless fly
front.

5. The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a
skirt attached to said lower edge portion.

6. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to cover the wearer’s belly region during different
stages of weight gains and losses.

7. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to substantially cover and fit over different body
types.

8. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is elastically expansible and contractible.

9. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn.

10. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
is foldable to comprise a folded band.

11. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

12. Thc garmcnt portion of claim 1, whcrcin a top cdgc
margin ofthe belly panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to
an inside of the belly panel fabric.

13. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
comprises a double layer tubular structure.

14. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
further comprises a partial waistband extending across a back
side of the lower edge portion and extending down into side
seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

15. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
further comprises one or more belly—cradling stitches or knit—
ted tension to cradle the wearer’s abdomen region.

16. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the lower edge
portion is configured to extend downward with a parabolic
shape to accommodate the wearer’s expanding belly region.
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In the Claims:

Please amend the claims of the ‘276 Patent as indicated below:

1. (Original) A garment portion having an attached belly panel portion

comprising: an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire

belly region, said belly region comprising an area beginning just beneath the wearer's

breast area and extending over the wearer‘s abdomen to a lower abdomen region beneath

the wearer‘s belly, said belly panel comprising: an upper edge portion defining a first

encircling circumference about a wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer‘s upper

abdomen region, and a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and

defining a second encircling circumference about the wearer‘s lower abdomen region; and

a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower edge portion, having a torso

encircling circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion 'of the belly

panel.

2. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a pair of trousers

attached to said lower edge portion.

3. (Original) The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers comprise

denim jeans.

4. (Original) The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denim jeans comprise

one or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.

5. (Original) The garment portion of claim I, further comprising a skirt attached

to said lower edge portion.

6. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted

to cover the wearer's belly region during different stages of weight gains and losses.

EAsn449323si.i 2
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7. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted

to substantially cover and fit over different body types.

8. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is

elastically expansible and contractible.

9. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is seamless

to fit comfortably while being worn.

10. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, whereinthe belly panel is foldable

to comprise a folded band.

11. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is woven

or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

12; (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein a'top' edge margin of the

belly panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel fabric.

13. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel comprises

a double layer tubular structure.

14. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further

comprises a partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge portion and

extending down into side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

15. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further

comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the wearer's

abdomen region.

16. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the lower edge portion is

configured to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the wearer's

expanding belly region.

EAST\4493236 l .l 3
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17. (New) The garment portion of claim 15, wherein the stitches or knitted

tension extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves. so as to

cradle a curved abdomen.

18. (New) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further

comprises a series of stitches or knitted tension in a backside of'the belly panel to provide

spinal and back support against the wearer.

19. (New) The garment portion of claim 18, wherein the series of stitches or

knitted tension extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

20. (New) The garment portion of claim 1. wherein the belly panel defines a

tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type

having a tapered torso.

21. (New) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel defines a'

tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder to fit a body type

having a correspondingly shaped torso.

EAS'M932361J 4
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any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply

to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections
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Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;

James H. Gardner lll, Ambler, PA;

Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;
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Destination Maternity Corporation, Philadelphia, PA

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 35811

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

This application is a REl of 12/117,004 05/08/2008 PAT 7,900,276
which is a CON of 11/756,242 05/31/2007 PAT 7,814,575

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
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Title

Belly Covering Garment

Preliminary Class

002

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a US. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no

effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent

in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international

application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same

effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing

of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international

patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent

protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an

application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ

in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific

foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must

issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a US. patent application

serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and

guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the

section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign

patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it

can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/generaI/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish

to consult the US. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific

countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may

call the US. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING

LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where

the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier

license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The

date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless

it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter

as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national

security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with

respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of

State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and

Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of

Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING

LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,

if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed

from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35

U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt
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International Application Number:

Confirmation Number:
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Payment information:
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File Listing:
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

Document Description “
Transmittal Letter

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SBOS)

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes) 565824

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
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following e—mail address(es):

pt0.phil @ dlapiper.c0m
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Application No. Applicant(s)

13/161,169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

GLORIA HALE 3765

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136( a). In no event however may a reply be timely filed
after SIX () MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)I:I Responsive to communication(s) filed on .

2a)I:l This action is FINAL. 2b)IZ| This action is non-final.

3)I:I An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)|:l Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Exparte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

 

 

Disposition of Claims

5)IZI Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s)_ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)I:I Claim(s)_ is/are allowed.

7)|Zl Claim(s)_1 2—1 is/are rejected.

8)I:I Claim(s)_ is/are objected to.

9)I:l Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

10)|:l The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)|Z| The drawing(s) filed on 15 June 2011 is/are: a)IZI accepted or b)|:l objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).

12)|:l The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

13)I:I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)|:l All b)I:l Some * c)|:l None of:

1.|:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.|:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No._

3.|:I Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) X Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) D Notice of Draftsperson‘s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper N°(5 )/Mai| Date._
3) IZI Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/OS) 5)I:I Notice of Informal Patent Application

Paper No(s)/Mai| Date 6-15-11. )6|:| Other:
US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-11) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mai| Date 20111204
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 2

Art Unit: 3765

DETAILED ACTION

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails

to identify at least one proper error which is relied upon to support the reissue

application. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414.

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because the

error which is relied upon to support the reissue application is not an error upon which a

reissue can be based. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP §1414.

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective (see 37 CFR

1.175 and MPEP § 1414) because of the following:

Because it did not identify the specific claim which is defective. Applicant has

only broadly listed unclaimed features. However, they did not state as to which claims

were in error.

Claims 1-21 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue declaration

under 35 U.S.C. 251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR1.175.

The nature of the defect(s) in the declaration is set forth in the discussion above

in this Office action.

However, the claims, as bet understood, have been examined on their merits.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 3

Art Unit: 3765

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which

applicant regards as the invention.

In cliam 18 the “series of stitches or knitted tension" are no t in the backside of

the “belly panel” but are in the “backside of the garment”. The original specification and

claims them in the backside of the garment and not in the backside of the belly panel

as now claimed. It appears this could be a typographical error and not a content

error.

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to

comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter

which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to

one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed,

had possession of the claimed invention.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 4

Art Unit: 3765

For the same reasons as outlined above because the presently claimed subject

matter was not in the original specification and claims. The stitches or tension are in the

backside of the garment not the belly panel as now claimed.

Double Patenting

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created

doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the

unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent

and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory

obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims

are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct

from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated

by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140

F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29

USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir.

1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422

F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163

USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (c) or 1.321(d)

may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory

double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to

be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of

activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 5

Art Unit: 3765

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a

terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with

37 CFR 3.73(b).

Claims 1-21 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory

obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-29 of

copending Application No. 13/161138. Although the conflicting claims are not identical,

they are not patentably distinct from each other because they claim the same pant

garment with the belly panel structure as claimed in claims 1-29.

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the

conflicting claims have not in fact been patented.

Applicant is notified that any subsequent amendment to the specification and/or

claims must comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b). In addition, when any substantive

amendment is filed in the reissue application, which amendment otherwise places the

reissue application in condition for allowance, a supplemental oath/declaration will be

required. See MPEP § 1414.01.

Claims1-21 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the

rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action in

addition to the filing of the corrected and proper declaration/oath and Terminal

Disclaimer as outlined above.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 6

Art Unit: 3765

None of the cited references, alone or in combination, disclose the garment with

the belly panel that has an upper edge portion located as claimed in cliam 1.

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to GLORIA HALE whose telephone number is (571 )272—

4984. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs..

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, KHOA HUYNH can be reached on 571-272—4888. The fax phone number

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272—1000.

/Gloria Hale/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 7

Art Unit: 3765

***
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

13/161s169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Notice of References Cited Examiner Art Unit

GLORIA HALE 3765 Page 1 0“
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

 
Date

MM -YYYY

07-1962

07-1981

03-1985

09-1999

1 1 -2001

10-2004

01-2006

Document Number
Country Code-Number- Kind Code

US-3,045,678

US-4,280,229

US-4,506,390

US-5,946,730

US-6,311,333

US-2004/0210987

US-2006/0010571

Name Classification

GEIMER CORNELIUS J 450/130

2/221

2/221

2/227

2/237

002/236
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Stein, Paul

Stern, Marilyn M.

Blair, Vivia M.

Batra, Sachin

Carney, lngrid

Oakley, Joh 
 

 

 
 

 

CCCCCC q)q)q)q)q)q)
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number Date

Country Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY ClassificationCountry

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)-

.—
I—
I—
I—

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO'892 (ReV- 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20111204
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In the Claims

1. (Original) A garment portion having an attached belly panel portion comprising: an

expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly region, said belly region

comprising an area beginning just beneath the wearer’s breast area and extending over the wearer's

abdomen to a lower abdomen region beneath the wearer's belly, said belly panel comprising: an

upper edge portion defining a first encircling circumference about a wearer's torso that is at or above

the wearer's upper abdomen region, and a lower edge portion spaced fromthe upper edge portion and

defining a second encircling circumference about the wearer's lower abdomen region; and a garment

lower portion, in communication with the lower edge portion, having a torso encircling

circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the belly panel.

2. (Original) The garment portion ofclaim 1, further comprising a pair oftrousers attached to

said lower edge portion.

3. (Original) The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers comprise denim jeans.

4. (Original) The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denim jeans comprise one or

more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.

5. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a skirt attached to said

lower edge portion.

. 6. (Original) The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted to cover the

wearer's belly region during different stages of weight gains and losses.

7. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted to

substantially cover and fit over different body types.

8. (Original) The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel is elastically expansible

and contractible.

EAS’IV7702897J 2
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9. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is seamless to fit

comfortably while being worn.

10. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is foldable to

comprise a folded band.

1 1. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is woven or knitted

with elastic, stretchable strands.

12. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein a top edge margin of the belly panel

is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel fabric.

13. (Original) The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel comprises a double

layer tubular structure. ‘

14. (Original) The garment portiOn ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel further comprises a

partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge portion and extending down into

side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

15. (Original) The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel fiirther comprises one

or more belly—cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the wearer‘s abdomen region.

16. (Original) The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the lower edge portion is configured

to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the wearer's expanding belly region.

17. (Previously Presented) The garment portion ofclaim 15, wherein the stitches or knitted

tension extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves, so as to cradle a

curved abdomen.

18. (Currently Amended) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein—the—belljhpaael further

eemprisescomprising aseries of stitches or knitted tension in a backside of the bell-fpaaelgmu

portion to provide spinal and back support against the wearer.

EAST\47702897.1 3
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19. (Previously Presented) The garment portion ofclaim 18, wherein the series ofstitches or

knitted tension extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

20. (Previously Presented) 'Ihe garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel defines a

tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having a

tapered torso.

21. (Previously Presented) The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel defines a

tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder to fit a body type having a

correspondingly shaped torso.

EASN7702897J 4
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.iomueriurrr ' SEAR H REI ORT  

STIC Database Tracking Number: 378914

To: GLOREA HALE From: TERRENCE SOLOMON

Location: RNEEfiSN Location: E|C3700

Art Unit: 3?§5 RND-BB31

Monday, November 2‘1, 291% Phone: (571)272-3509

Case Seriat Number: “1 3/161 15% terrence.so|omon@uspto.gov 
Search Notes

US Pat. 7900276 was not involved in any current or past federal court cases.

Sources:

. Lexis (O)

. Courtlink (O)

o Lit Alert (0)
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Search - 1 Result - patno= 7900276 Page 1 of 1

71.7904 {12} 7999275 March S 291?

UNETED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OEEECE GRANTED PATENT

TQQQEZW

Get Drawing Sheet 1 of 8
Access PDF cr’ Otticiai Patent *

Order Patent Eite History r' Wrapper from REEDEAXC?)
Link to Ctaime Section

March 8. 2911

Beiiy covering garment

REESSUE:

June 15, 2291“: ~ Reissue Appiicetion tile-ti. Ex. (3;); 3765; Re. SN; 13/151,189 , {0.8. July 12.
2911)

APPLNO: 117994(12)

Ft LEDnQeTE: iv‘iay 8, 2098

GRANTEQ—{BATE March 8. 2911

LEGAQREED: DLI-‘t Piper LLF’ (US)

LEGAL-ESTATUS:

October 18 2099 ~ ASSiGNMENT

PR5 iii-:EKMR: E-iele, Gloria

{STORE TERMS: garment, fabric, triouier, beiiy. panei, torso. abdomen, etitch, stretchabie,

geem, perimeter. body types, trousers, eerrrrr. circumference, encircting, pregnancy, knitted.

were, eieeticaiiy. eiaetic:, layer, exearisiole, dowrewaro, wearer, woven, waistband, covering,

girth, trend

Source: Legal :a r‘ ....f :. Utiiity, Design and Pient Patents 1

Terms: patno:73092?6 (Suggest Terms for My Search}:
View: (Eustom

Segments: Asst-exrrir. Cert-correction. Exmr Legai-rep. Legal-status, Lit-reex. Prlrri-exmr, Reexarttu
litigate. Reissue. Reissue—comment

Date/Time: Monday, November 21, 29:“: — 9:36 AM EST

About Lexisl‘xlexie i Privacy Potioy i Terms & Conditions § Contact Us
Copyright C’ 2011 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Eisevier inc. At! rights reserved.
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LexisNeXis CourtLink - Patent Search - Searching Page 1 of 1

Patent Search 7,900,276 11/21/2011

No cases found.
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Page 1 of 1

File 670:LitAlert l973—2011/UD=201139

(c) 2011 Thomson Reuters

Set Items Description

? s pn: us 7900276

81 O PN=US 7900276
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

 
   

35811 7590 05/11/2012

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3765

DATE MAILED: 05/11/2012

13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC—10—122OCON1—RE 4878

TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

NO $0 $0nonprovisional $1740 $1740 08/13/2012

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.

THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS

PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

P 1 f3 .
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: M_ail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or m (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
propriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

fpdjlcated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Blocklfor any change of addrCSS) Note: A certificate of mailin can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(()5)Transmittal. This certi icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

fiapers. Each additional paper such as an assignment or formal drawing, mustave lts own certificate of mailing or transmission.35811 7590 05/11/2012

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) M b _f mCefipifgatfngailiqgaflgapsmgssior; d m m U _ dere y certl y at t ls ee 5 ransmltta ls elng epOSlte w1 e nlte
ONE LIBERTY PLACE States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273—2885, on the date indicated below.
(Depositors name)

 
 
   

(Signature)

(Date)

13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC— 10—1220CON1—RE 4878

TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional $1740 $1740 08/13/2012

HALE, GLORIA M 3765 002—237000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR 1.363).

3 Change of correspondence address (or Change of CorrespondenceAddress rom PTO/SB/ 122) attached.

3 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03—02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Vumber is required.

2. For printing on the patent front page, list  
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

 

   
3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : '3 Individual '3 Corporation or other private group entity '3 Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
3 Issue Fee 3 A check is enclosed.

3 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 3 Payment by credit card. Form PTO—2038 is attached.
3 Advance Order — # of Co ies :I The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit anyP

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

:I a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. :I b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

  
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party ininterest as shown b the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Authorized Signature Date
  

Typed or printed name Registration No.
  

This collection of informationls required by 37 CFR 1.311. The informationls re uired to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichls to file (and by the USPTO to process)

an application. Confidentialityls governedby 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1d14. T is collectionls estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparlng, andsubmitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will v eendin upon_ the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or su gestions for reducillg this burden, should be sent toaltfllfljiCef In ormation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandgria, Virglnia 22313— 1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 14,50
Alexandria, Virginia 22313— 1450.
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

ret CorporatlonPTOL—85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013. OMB 0651—0033 US. Patent and Trademark Office;{EXEP 6 NTPrgF COWgCETPage
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE F {ST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
 
   

13/161 ,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC— 10—1220CON1—RE 4878

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3765

DATE MAILED: 05/11/2012

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

A reissue patent is for "the unexpired part of the term of the original patent." See 35 U.S.C. 251. Accordingly, the

above—identified reissue application is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of

Patent Legal Administration at (571)—272—7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be

directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1—(888)—786—0101 or (571)—272—4200.

P 3 f3 .

age 0 Target Corporatlon

EX. 1007 - Page 127

PTOL—85 (Rev. 02/11)



Target Corporation
EX. 1007 - Page 128

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (PL. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with

your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to

the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this

information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the

principal purpose for which the information is used by the US. Patent and Trademark Office is to process

and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the

requested information, the US. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine

your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or

expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom

of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of

records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these

records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting

evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel

in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress

submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has

requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency

having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be

required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5

U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this

system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World

Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for

purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy

Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,

General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of

that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and

programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance

with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant

(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either

publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35

U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a

routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in

which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published

application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local

law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or

regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

13/161,169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit

GLORIA HALE 3765

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. IX This communication is responsive to 1-5-12 Amendment/Oath & T.D..

2. I] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. IZI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-21.

4. I] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119( )-(d) or (f).

a) I] All b) I] Some* c) I] None of the:

1. I] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. I] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2( )).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. I] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

6. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

(a) I] including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) El hereto or 2) [I to Paper No./Mai| Date .

(b) I] including changes required by the attached Examiner’s Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of

Paper No./Mai| Date

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. El DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. I] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. El Notice of Informal Patent Application

2. I] Notice of Draftperson‘s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. El Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mai| Date .

3. IXI Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. [Z Examiner‘s Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mai| Date 12-5-11

4. I] Examiner‘s Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. El Examiner‘s Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material

9. El Other .

/Gloria Hale/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

 
US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mai| Date 20120116
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 2

Art Unit: 3765

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes

and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided

by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be

submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

The application has been amended as follows:

Replace claims 17-21 with the following underlined claims:

17. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 15, wherein the stitches

or knitted tension extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that

curves so as to cradle a curved abdomen. 

18. (Currently Amended) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a

series of stitches or knitted tension in a backside of the garment portion to provide

spinal and back support against the wearer.

19. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 18, wherein the series

of stitches or knitted tension extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

Target Corporation
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Application/Control Number: 13/161 ,169 Page 3

Art Unit: 3765

20. (Previously Presented) The garment portions of claim 1, wherein the belly

panel defines a tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to

fit a body type having a tapered torso.

21 (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel

defines a tubular structure that is shaped and formed as straight-sided cylinder to fit a

body type having a correspondingly shaped torso.

/GLOR|A HALE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

Target Corporation
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BIB DATA SHEET

SERIAL NUMBER

13/161,169

FILING or 371(c)
DATE

06/15/2011

RULE

APPLICANTS

Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;

James H. Gardner lll, Ambler, PA;

Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;

** CONTINUING DATA *************************

This application is a REI of 12/117,004 05/08/2008 PAT 7,900,276
which is a CON of 11/756,242 05/31/2007 PAT 7,814,575

** FOREIGN APPLICATIONS *************************

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **
06/20/2011

Foreign Priority claimed 3 Yes BNO

35 USC 119(a—d) conditions met :I Yes BNO
Verified and / Gloria Hale/

Acknowledged Examiner's Signature

ADDRESS

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
UNITED STATES

STATE OR

COUNTRY

m NJ

 D Met afterAllowance

Belly Covering Garment

FILING FEE FEES: Authority has been given in Paper
to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

for following:

RECEIVED N0-

 
BIB (Rev. 05/07).

SHEETS

DRAWINGS

Page 1 of 1

UNITED STATES DEPARTNEENT OF CONHVIERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

CONFIRMATION NO. 4878

GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNEY DOCKET
NO.

IIIVIC-10-1220CON1-R.

TOTAL INDEPENDENT

CLAIMS CLAIMS

8 21 1

II All Fees

31.16 Fees (Filing)

:l 1.17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time)

:l 1.18 Fees (Issue)

:l Other 
:l Credit

Target Corporation
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or m (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

appropriate. A11 further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current corres ondence address asin icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate " E ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Blocklfm any change ofaddwsS) Note: A certificate of mailin can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certi icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, mustave its own certificate of mailing or transmiss1on.
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1P GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) Certificate of Mailing or TransmissionI hereb certi that this Fee s Transmittal is bein de osited with the United

ONE LIBERTY PLACE States ostal ervice with sui icient postage for firgt cliiss mail in an envelope
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimiletransmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

(Depositor‘s name)
PHILADELPHIA, PA 1 9 103

 
 APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220CON1~RE 4878
TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARIVIENT

 APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

NO $0 $0nonprovisional $1740 $1740 08/13/2012

HALE, GLORIA M 3765 002-237000
 

   
 
 

  

  2. For printing on the patent front page, list

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1W
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR 1.363).

El Chan e of corres ndence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address 01m PTO/ B/122) attached.

D "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

 

 

3. ASSIGNEE NAIVIE AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE 0R COUNTRY)

Destination Maternity Corporation Philadelphia, PA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : El Individual Q Corporation or other private group entity El Government 

 
4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)

3 Issue Fee D A check is enclosed.

:1 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) El Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
:l Advance Order - # of Copies aThe Director is hereby authorized to charge the re uired fee(s), any deficiency, or credit anyoverpayment, to Deposit Account Number 51 i—i Z I 9 (enclose an extra copy of this form). 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

El a. Applicant claims SMALL l"ITY status. See 3'7 CFR ‘7. D b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publi
interest as shown b the recor :  

  

 
 

 ot be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; aregistered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in, ion Fee (if required) wi and Trademark Office.of the United Stat 8 Pa 

Authorized Signature
  

Date May 14., 2111.2.

Registration No. 35 J0.3

This collection of inwrmatizé) required by 37 R 1.311. The information is re uired to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)

Typed or printed n l
 

an application. Conf dentialit is governed by 3 . .S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. is collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the comp eted lication form to the USPTO. Time will v dependin upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to completethis form and/or su _stio s for reducing this burden, should be sent to e C ief In ormation Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, .0.
Box 1450, Alexan rla, Virginia 22313—1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 223 13- 1450.
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

“—

——

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

——

Payment information:

 
Submitted with Payment yes

RAM confirmation Number 310

Deposit Account 502719

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination pqca ‘
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C. F. R. Section 1. 21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

162926

Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) FormPTOL85.pdf 8691 f3e1 59293dbda43631 bac21 f73096b|

Information:

Miscellaneous Incoming Letter transmittalletter.pdf 5379e287f403d4b39dce12d45168bf0abc9
9785b

Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf bb32824f41b8566181240b3b906a42084e
b69a27

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)—(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 15-Jun-2011

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

_—

Utility under 35 USC111(a) Filing Fees

Sub-Total in

USD($)

Basic Filing:

Description Fee Code Quantity

Miscellaneous Filing:

Patent Appeals and-Interference:

Post-Al|owance-and-Post-lssuance:

Utility Appl issue fee 1501 1740 1740

Extension-of—Time:

Target Corporatio

7 - Page
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Miscellaneous:

Total in USD (5) 1740
 

Target Corporation
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

 

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811

Examiner : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 13/161,169 Docket No.: DMC—lO—1220CON1—RE

Filed : June 15, 2011

Inventor : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner, III

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 4878

Title : BELLY COVERING Not. of Allow.: 05/11/12

: GARMENT Date: May 14, 2012

TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Sir:

Applicants submit herewith Form PTOL-85B.

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the $1740.00 fee to Deposit Account No. 50-

2719 to cover the fee for payment of the issue fee.

The Commissioner is also authorized to charge any additional fees to Deposit Account

  
 

 

No. 50—2719.

R “pectfully submitte ,

P ul A. aufer

R g 0 35,703
PAT/cc

(215)656-3385

EASD48494881. 1

Target Corporation
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification 13161169 HENDRlCKSON ET AL.

GLORIA HALE 3765

ORIGINAL INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLAIMEDSUBCLASS NON-CLAIMED

1/06 (2006.01.01) m 13/00 (2006.01.01)
237ll

CROSS REFERENCE(S)

SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)
I\)(a) 07 l\) l\) \l

T.D. R.1.47IZI El 0 'U> IZI ElClaims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant

Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original
1 17

18

19

20

21

(Assistant Examiner)
/GLOR|A HALE/

Final Original FInal OrIgInal Final Original

Total Claims Allowed:
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Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3765 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure

(Primary Examiner) 17 3

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20120613

Target Corporation
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMIVHSSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
13/161,169 08/07/2012 RE43563 DMC—10—1220CON1—RE 4878

35811 7590 07/18/2012

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

A reissue patent is for "the unexpired part of the term of the original patent." See 35 U.S.C. 251. Accordingly,

the above—identified reissue application is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35

U.S.C. 154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the

Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)—272—7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee

payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management

(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(S) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;
James H. Gardner III, Ambler, PA;
Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location

for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous

resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation

works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in

the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

Target Corporation
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