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Frivacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1874 {P.L. $3-878) requires that you be given certain information In connection
with your submission of the attached form refated to a palent application or patent. Accotdingly,
pursuant 1o the requirements of e Act, plaase be sdvised that (1ythe general awthonty for the
oollection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(0){(2); (2} fumishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3} the principal purpsse for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office s to process andfor examine your submission related 1o a patent application or patent. B you do
not furtish the requested information; the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able o
proceas andior examing your submission, which may resull in termination of procesdings or
ghandonimant of the applicstion or spiration of the patent,

The information provided by you in this formywill be subjeotin the following routing uses:

1. The information on this form will be freated confidentially (o the extent allowed under the
Freadom of Information Act (5 13.8.C. 553) and the Privacy Act (3 11.8.C 552g). Records from
this systent of records may be disclosed fo the Departiment of Justice 3¢ delermine whether
disciosiire of these records Is required by the Freedom of information Act

2. Arscord from this syslem of records may be disciosed, as a routine use, in e sourse of

presenting evidence to & courl, magistrate, or adminisirative iribunal, including disclosures to

opposing aounsel in the course of setllement negoliations,

A record in this systent of records may be disclosed, as arouting use, o a Member of

Congrass submitiing a request involving an individugl, o whom the record periains, when the

individuat has reguested assistance from the Membar with respect o the subject malter of the

record.

4. Arecosthint this system of secotds gy Bedisclosed, 18 aroutine use, kva cordracioriof the
Agancy hmdng need for the information in order o pedorm & sonfract. Recipients of
information shall be required {0 comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1874, as
amanded, pursuant to 5 U.8.C. 852aim). _

5. A record ralated fo an intemational Application fed under the Palent Coopergtion Traaly in
this system of records may be discipsad, as a routing use, 1o the international Bureau of the
Waorld Infeleciual Property Organization, pursuant fo'the Patent Cooperation Tiaaty.

8. Arecord in this system of records may be'digclosed, 26 a routineg use, to ancther federal
ageney for purposes of Nationa! Seounty review (3511, 8.5, 181} and {for review pursuant i
the Atemic Energy Act (82 U.5:5. 218(ch):

7. Arecord fom this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, fo the Adminisirator,

Ceneral Services, or hisfher designes, during an inspection of records oondusted By G8A a8

ran of that agancy's responsibity to recommend improvements in records management

practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.5.0. 2604 and 2508, Such disclosure shall
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant {fe., G8A or Commerca) directive. Such disclosurs shall not
be used o make delarminations abeout individuals,

& record from this systemof regords may be disclosed, as a touline usa, 1o the pubile after

aither publication of the application pursuantto 38 UL B.G. 12200 or ssuanue of 2 patent

pursuant 1o 35 U.8.C. 181, Further, a record may be disclosed, subiact to the limilations of 37

CFR 1,14, 3s a rotting use, to the public ¥ the record was fled In an application which

bacame abandoned or iy which the proceadings wers lerminated and which applioation is

referanced by either g published application, an application opan-to public inspection or an
issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as 2 routine use, © a Federal, Stats,
of foal law enforcemant agency, if the USPTO baoomes aware of a violation or polential
viplation of faw or regulstion.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICR

ArtUnit : Customer No, 835811
Exanuner :
Serial No, : Docket Mo DMC-10-1220CONI-RE
Fied o Herewith
Relssue of Patent 7,800,278
fosued : &&*’ar h 8, 2081
Inventor Lisa A. Hendrickson
: James H. Gardner, I{
» Righard Adelman
Title  BELLY COVERING

: GARMENTYT Date:  June 15,2011

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Mall Stop REISSUR
Commissioner for Patents

P.0. Box 1456

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

The following is a Preliminary Amendment being filed with g reissue application
relating to 118, Patent No. 7,900,278 (*the *276 Patent™.

Accompanying this Preliminary Amendment is a Reissue Application Cath and
Consent by Assignee, an Information Disclosure Statement and a copy of the issued 276
Patens.

The Conmussioner is anthorized to charge the reissue §iling foes of 1572.00 o

Deposit Account 302719, The Commissioner is also authorized to charge any

insufficiency or credit any overpayment to the same account.
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Privacy Act Slatement

The Privacy Act of 1974 {P.L. 93-578) requires that you be given cariain information in connection
with your submission of the atfached form related to a patent applisation or patent. Accardingly,
pursuand to the reguirements of the Act, please ba advised that: (1} the general authority for the
collection of this information 1s 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); {(2) furnishing of the information solicited is vohintary;
and {3} the principal purpose for which the information is Used by the U 5. Falant and Trademark
Qffics Is to procass andfor examine vour submission related o 2 patend application of patent. if vou do
not fumish the reguested information, the U.8. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process andior examine your submission, which may resulf in termination of procesdings of
abandonment of the applicetion or expiration of the patant.

The information provided by vou in this form will Be sublect 1o the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be freated confidentially to the extent allowed undar the
Freadom of information Act {5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (§ U.8.0 852a). Records from
this system of recoxds-may be disclosed to the Depaiiment of Justice o determine whether
disclosure of these records s required by the Freedom of information Aot

2. Avecord from this system of recards may be disclosed, as @ rouling usa, in the course of

prasanting evidenceto a court, magistrate; or administrative trbunal, including disclosures o

Spposing sounsel i the gourse of seltiementnagotiations.

& recosd it this system of reconds may be disclosed, as 8 routine use, to & Mamber of

Congress submilting 8 request involving an individual, to wham the racord pertains, whan the

individual has requested assisiance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the

secnrd

4. Avecord inthis system of records ray be disclosed, as & rouine use, o 2 contracior of the
Agency having nesd for the information in order to parform a condract. Recipiants of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amanded, pursuant (0.5 U.5.C 55Za{m).

5. A record related to an inteamationsl Agplication Sled Grider the Patent Cosperation Troaty in
this aysiem of records may be disclosed, as 8 routine Use, tothe International Bureag of the
Waorld Intatieciual Property Qrganization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Traaty.

€. Avecord inlids systeny of records may be disolosed, as.a routine use, to another federat
agency for purposes of National Sscurity review (35 (1.5.C. 181) and for roview pursuant fo
theAtomic Energy Aot 2 US.0. 218ah,

7. Argoord fromt this system of récords may. be disclosed, as-a routine use, 1o the Administratar,
General Ssrvicss, or hisfher designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as

part of that agency’s respansibilily lo recommend improvements in records managament

praclices and programs, under authority of 44 LLS.C. 2904 angd 2008, Sush disciosurs shall
be made It accordance with the GSA regulations goverming inspection of records for this
purposs, gnd any other relevant {le., GBALr Commacce) divsotive, Such digclusure shall not
be ysed to make determinations about individuals;

Arecord from this system of records may be-disclesed, asa muting use, tothe public after

sither publication of the application pursuznt 1o 35 U.8.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent

pursuantto 35 U.8.0. 181, Furdher, 2 record may be disclosed, subject 1o the limitations 01 37

CER 1.14; zs a routine use, to the public i the record was fled in an apoiication which

became abandoned or in which the proceedings were lerminated and which application is

referenced by either g published apglication, an applicalion open {5 public inSpection of an
issued patent.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclnsed, as a rouline uss, to & Federal, State,

of lotallaw anforeement agency, if the USPTD becomes aware of ¢ viclation or polential

victation of law of raguiation.

o

o
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 10312856
Application Number: 13161169
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4878
Title of Invention: Belly Covering Garment
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson
Customer Number: 35811
Filer: Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez
Filer Authorized By: Paul A. Taufer
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220CON1-RE

Receipt Date: 15-JUN-2011

Filing Date:

Time Stamp: 17:07:07

Application Type: Reissue (Utility)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Deposit Account
Payment was successfully received in RAM $1572
RAM confirmation Number 4045
Deposit Account 502719
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination pqtﬁisg@tf(e}bmoration

EX. 1007 - Page 9



Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)
Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)
Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)
File Listing:
Document . . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
603014
1 Fee Worksheet (SB06) ReissueApplnFeeTransForm.pdf no 2
d5ffc9e4269fa90a727f56b3b49¢caed4 1ble
5e40
Warnings:
Information:
611970
2 Transmittal Reissue Application ReissuePatentApplnTrans.pdf no 2
60d4525¢17dc01672a8b5d2e49d32f5¢d62)]
34003
Warnings:
Information:
242365
3 Transmittal Reissue Application ReissueApplnTrans.pdf no 2
a24a0ba0e40979520a6b3bb7535c49b292f|
988¢8
Warnings:
Information:
455216
4 7900276.pdf yes 12
<7071d1d43979346b5f13d19b797a43%ech)|
67436
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Abstract 1 1
Drawings-only black and white line drawings 2 9
Specification 10 1
Claims 12 12
Warnings:
Information:
c t of Assi ing th 472546
5 onsent ot Assighee accompanying the ReissueOathandConsent.pdf no 2
declaration
6¢9b1096db5f2a462a6cf7a61d4287c26bb
a8da8
Warnings:
Information:

Target Corporation
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866264
6 IDSand1449.pdf yes 4
6837685584201220565 11f7¢53fa46c6013b|
9%4b
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Transmittal Letter 1 1
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08) 2 4
Warnings:
Information:
1225962
7 Non Patent Literature Artifactcolor.pdf no 11
1e38e630d1574ffb58b79b25e109a57216d
bac12
Warnings:
Information:
755998
8 Non Patent Literature BOMPFall2003.pdf no 5
a486fbd23a580d7a4931e09¢90c633070e1
394d4
Warnings:
Information:
1104613
9 Non Patent Literature BOMSpring2006.pdf no 9
d2a248183d736434549e76b31d9a56b3d7|
9c160b
Warnings:
Information:
146206
10 Non Patent Literature BOMPFall2005.pdf no 1
aca7798fa18d908efa126f220209edb8f 787
4402
Warnings:
Information:
674938
11 Non Patent Literature GarmentDiagrams.pdf no 5
57d28ee396ba73828709bd28d6f2074dbf8)
c1dfs
Warnings:
Information:
178121
12 Non Patent Literature ImagesUnidentifiedDocs.pdf no 2
4cae254f71b44278adcd7e306d460275bfd
99e36
Warnings:
Information:
1081215
13 Non Patent Literature JeanPant.pdf no 3
304d78ed3ef63d17d717f1177ce2c22e 1169 .
0 Tlarget Corporatio
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Warnings:

Information:

1029203
14 Non Patent Literature PoplinPant.pdf no 3
e3dd5f0edb07442d476ee9fc28ff84694aaf
084
Warnings:
Information:
1266972
15 PreliminaryAmendmt.pdf yes 8
a4¢c96169688ec0b37b555be023890fe5ee6
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Preliminary Amendment 1 1
Claims 2 4
Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 5 8
Warnings:
Information:
36142
16 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
3¢81b1c0ec358c4a20a3fe2f599e8c822e2f§
blc
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes); 10750745

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

Belly Covering Garment

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Lisa A. Hendrickson

Filer:

Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez

Attorney Docket Number:

DMC-10-1220CON1-RE

Filed as Large Entity

Reissue (Utility) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sullaj-s'l's(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Utility Reissue Basic 1014 1 330 330
Design and utility Reissue Basic 1114 1 540 540
Design and utility Reissue Basic 1314 1 650 650
Pages:
Claims:
Reissue claims in excess of 20 for large 1205 1 52 52

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Target Corporation
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Sub-Total in

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1572
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Remarks

The claims as issued in the “276 Patent remain unchanged by this Prefiminary
Amendment. New Claims 17-21 are added. The newly added claims are directed to
additional featwes of the contemplated invention. Support for the new claims can be
found in the specification of the *276 Patent (and iis originglly {Hled application), and alsy
in the specitication of ULS, Patent No. 7,814,575 (“the ‘5§75 Patent™) from which priority
is claimed. No new matter i3 added by these amendmens.

o

Porsuard to 37 OFR §1.173(c}, the following is an identification of the suppert for

g e

the added claims as found in the specification of the 276 Patent ( {for which reissue

prdd

3
seught) and the “375 Patent

Newly Added Clatm 17

7, The garment portion of claim 15, wherein the
smchcs of knitted tension extend along multiple
paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves,
50 as to cradle g curved abdomen.
Column 4, lnes 11-13 of the *276 Patent (for which reissue is sought) describes
the claimed feature as follows: “The knitted tension or stitches extend along multiple

stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that curves so as to cradle a curved growing

abdemen...”

Sinularly, column 3, line §7-cohumn 2, line 2 of the 575 Patens describes the
claimed feature as follows: “The knitied tension or stitches extend along multiple stitch
paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that curves so as to cradle a curved growing

ahdomen...”

EASTWAS32361. 1 5
Target Corporation
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Newly Added Claim 18

{8 The garment portion of claim 1, wherein
the belly panel further comprises a seriex of
stitches or knitted tension in 2 backside of the
belly panel o provide spinal and back support
against the wearer,

Column 4, lines 15-19 of the “276 Patent {(for which reissue is sought) deseribes
the claimed feature as follows: ©...the backside of the garment upper portion 102 is
provided with spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment, in the form of
a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted tension. . .”

Column 4, lines 4-8 of the *375 Patent describes the clnimed feature as follows:
“...the backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with spinal column and
back support for a wearer of the garment, in the form of a series of sewn supporting

sttiches or knilted tenzion. "

Newly Added Clim

{9, The garment portion of ¢lp ‘rz I8, wherein the

pey

sevies of stitches or kaitted tonsion extends along a
pattern of multiple stitch pams.

Cohlumn 4, lines 23-24 of the *276 Patent (for which reissue is sought) deseribes

follows: “For example, the serles of supporting stitches are

the clatmed feajure as
arranged slong muitiple stitch paths. .7
Column 4, lines 12-13 of the “375 Patent describes the claimed feature as follows:

“For example, the series of supporting stitches are arranged along multiple stitch

paths...”

BASTHASIIALA 6
Target Corporation
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Newly Added Claln 26

20. The garment portion of claim i, wherein the
belly penel defines a tubular structure that is
shaped and formed as a hyperboloid eylinder to i
a body type having a tapered torse.

Column 3, lines 62-64 of the 276 Patent {for which reissue is sought) deseribes
the claimed feature as follows: “...the tubular structure is shaped and formed as ...
hyperboloid eylinder to fit a body type having a tapered torso. ..

Columm 3, Hnes 52-54 of the *575 Patent also describes the clsimed feature as
follows: ™. .the tubular structure is shaped and formed as a... hyperboloid cviinder to it

2 body type having a tapered torso...”

Newly Added Clalm 21

21. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the
belly panel defines e tobular structure that is
shaped and formed as g straightesided cylinder to
fit a body type having s correspondingly shaped
tOrso.

Column 3, lines 66-67 of the *276 Patent (for which reissue is sought) describes

the claimed feature as follows: “...the {ubular structure is shaped and formed as a

straight-sided eyvlinder...”

imilarty, column 3, Hnes 55-36 of the “575 Patent describes the claimed feature
as follows: .. the tubular structure is shaped and formed as & straight-sided cvlinder..

Conelusion

which reissue is now sought), and in the specification of US Patent No. 7,814,375 {(from

which priority is claimed),

EASTY4DII3610

~d
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1
BELLY COVERING GARMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Scr. No. 11/756,242, filed May 31,2007 now U.S.
Pat. No. 7,814,575.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a garment worn during
different stages of pregnancy and different stages of postpar-
tum body changes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Garments intended to cover a wearer’s body below the
abdomen or belly during various stages of pregnancy have
been manufactured as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the
knits or woven fabric garments are constructed with an elastic
belt or waist band which caused discomfort when tightened
about the body. Some of the garments have stretchable fabric
panels sewn into place with sewn seams. Such garments cause
discomtort due to the presence of the sewn seams, urged by
elastic stretching of the panels pressing against the torso.
Morcover, women have complained that such garments arc
difficult to keep in place, as they gradually slip downward
while they are being worn.

Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing
the waistband at the [ront of the jeans and replacing the same
with an elastic band that cradles a growing abdomen. Alter-
natively, denim jeans or trousers are manufactured without a
waistband at the front so that a separate band can be attached
at the front.

Accordingly, a need exists for a garment that covers and fits
a growing abdomen during different stages of pregnancy.
Such a garment is required to stay up, and desirably would fit
comfortably while being worn. Moreover, such a garment
would stay up when worn over different body types.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that
adapts to cover and fit a growing abdomen during pregnancy,
wherein the garment stays up when worn.

A garment comprises a garment upper portion and a gar-
ment lower portion. The garment upper portion has a belly
panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdo-
men during different stages of pregnancy. The garment lower
portion has a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion of the belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

An embodiment of the garment is adjustable to encircle
different body types. Another embodiment of the invention
provides a garment that fits comfortably while being worn.

An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable
torso encircling circumlerence that is adjustable in girth to
encircle different body types.

An embodiment of the upper portion of the garment com-
prises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically
and fit different body types.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric.
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An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an clastic fabric that is contractible clastically to cover an
abdomen during different stages of postpartum body changes.

According to an embodiment of the invention, an expan-
sible tubular upper portion of the garment is seamless to fit
comfortably while being worn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a front view of a garment according to the present
invention.

FIG. 1A is a view similar to FIG. 1, and discloses a body
panel covering a growing abdomen.

FIG. 2 is a view of a backside portion of the garment
disclosed by FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is view of a front portion of another embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 41is view of a backside portion of another embodiment
of a garment.

FIG. 5 is a view of a backside portion of yet another
embodiment of a garment.

FIG. 6 is front view of a portion of another embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 7 is front view ol a portion ol yet another embodiment
of a garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloses a garment 100 for encircling a lower torso
portion of a wearer of the garment 100. The garment 100
comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower
portion 104. A lower end perimeter 106 of the garment upper
portion 102 is attached to a corresponding upper end perim-
eter 108 ot the garment lower portion 104. The garment lower
portion 104 comprises, for example, a pair of trousers, such
as, denim jeans. Alternatively, the garment lower portion 104
comprises a skirt depicted in FIG. 1 in phantom outline.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, each leg of the pair of
trousers is constructed with sewn seams. Outer side seams
110, 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the
trousers, or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is
constructed with inner side seams 114, 116 joining a front
center scam 118 of the trousers and a back side, curved center
seam 200, FIG. 2, of the trousers. For example, the front
center seam 106 defines a sewn “zipper less” fly tront. The
back side of the trousers, FIG. 2, is sewn with a back side
perimeter seam 202 extending horizontally across the back
side of the trousers from the outer side seams 110, 112 to the
back side center seam 200. If pockets are desired, the legs of
the trousers are constructed, for example, with a front pockets
120, 122 and back pockets 204, 206.

FIG. 2 discloses an embodiment of the trousers, or garment
lower portion 104, having a partial waistband 208 joining and
extending from the side seams 110, 112 of the trousers and
extending across a back side of the trousers or garment lower
portion 104. The waistband 208 is scwn onto the perimeter
seam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers toward
the side scams 110, 112 and widens across the back side, and
has a center seam 210 to shape the waisthand 208 with a
curvature above a wearer’s pelvis, and for torso coverage
especially when sitling or bending.

In FIG. 1, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel
124 to provide an abdomen covering area. The belly panel
124 is expansible, for example, when made of a stretchable
fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during dif-
ferent stages of pregnancy, FIG. 1A. The belly panel 124 has
a bottom portion 128 that projects downward with a parabolic
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shape, especially when covering a growing abdomen, FIG.
1A. The perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that
recedes downward with a parabolic shape adjacent to and
below the bottom portion 128 of the belly panel 124 to make
way [or expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a
growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. The
parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively
includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124
extends at least partially under the abdomen of the garment
wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 with the parabolic receding circumterence 126 of
the garment lower portion 104.

According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the
belly panel 124 comprises a stretchable fabric that is woven or
knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The stretchable fab-
ric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and fit over
the growing abdomen, FIG. 1A. Further, the stretchable fab-
ric is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking abdomen
during different stages of postpartum body changes. The
belly panel 124 also has foreseeable alternative functions, for
example, to cover an abdomen during different stages of torso
weight gains and losses, or to fit over respective torsos of
different body types.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top
tubular perimeter hem 130 made by folding over a top edge
margin of the stretchable fabric, and cither tubular knitting or
sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface of the fabric, and
to create a top perimeter knitted hem stitch 132 as disclosed in
FIG. 1. The perimeter of the garment upper portion 102 has a
torso encircling circumterence 134 to hold the garment 100
up and in place over the torso. Advantageously, the entire
garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment of the
garment upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth of the second torso encircling circumference
134 in conformance with different body types. According to
an embodiment of the invention, the torso encircling circum-
ference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly panel
124. In FIG. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least some-
what above the maximum girth of the abdomen, even during
a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124
positions the torso cncircling circumference 134 at lcast
somewhat above the location of maximum girth to resist
slipping down over the abdomen.

An embodiment of the garment upper portion 102 com-
prises a tubular structure to encircle a torso of a wearer of the
garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretchable
fabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The
belly panel 124 comprises a portion of the stretchable fabric.
The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and fit different
body types by being elastically expansible and contractible.
Different body types have different muscle mass distributions
and spinal columns of different curvatures, which make the
tubular structure conform to the different body types by
cxpanding and contracting in different locations and amounts
when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure
is clastically cxpansible to widen the tubular girth at sclected
locations and amounts where needed to fit a hody type, and is
elastically contractible to narrow the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to [it the body type.

In F1GS. 1 and 2, the tubular structure is shaped and tormed
as a one-sheet hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having
a tapered torso that tapers approximately from shoulder to
waist. The perimeter profile of the one-sheet hyperboloid
cylinder has hyperbolic shaped sides. Alternatively, the tubu-
lar structure is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder,
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for example, as disclosed in FIG. 6. The perimeter profile of
the straight sided cylinder has substantially straight sides.

Preflerably, the stretchable [abric is woven or knitted to
form a continuous, seamless tubular structure, such that the
garment 100 is comfortable to wear due to the absence of
seams that would tend to press against the torso.

FIG. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the
garment upper portion 102 is provided with belly cradling
support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted
tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312, and 314 in the
belly panel 124. The knitted tension or stitches extend along
multiple stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that
curves so as to cradle a curved growing abdomen, FIG. 1A,
during various stages of pregnancy.

FIG. 4 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the
backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with
spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment,
in the [orm ol a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted
tension at 400, 402,404,406, 408, 410,412, 414,416,418 in
the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches
stiffen the fabric at the backside of the garment upper portion
102 to provide spinal and back support of the wearer of the
garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches
are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyper-
bolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis extending
substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of
the fabric. FIG. 5 discloses an alternative pattern of support-
ing stitches 500, 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, 512, 514 in the
fabric, wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along
multiple stitch paths. For example, the stitch paths are shown
as heing grouped in a truncated, v-shaped pattern.

FIG. 6 discloses the garment upper portion 102 comprising
a fabric woven or knitted to form a tubular structure, wherein
the fabric of the tubular structure is doubled back on itself
downward from the top circumference 134 thereof to form a
double-layer tubular structure 600 that extends downward at
least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The
layers of the double-layer tubular structure 600 are sewn
together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602. The layers
are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132
as described in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment dis-
closed by FIG. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner
tubular layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom
outline by and between the stitches 132, 602, that is flatly
layered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the
double layer fabric. The three tubular layers are sewn together
with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,
tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in FIG. 1. The
inner layer 604 of stretchable fabric provides the belly panel
124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another
embodiment, the double layer fabric comprises a stretch fab-
ric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable and contract-
ible yarns, providing the belly panel with the capability for
resilient expansion.

FIG. 7 discloses that the garment 100 of FIG. 6 is convert-
ible to comprisc a bottom garment without a top, the garment
upper portion 102 is foldable toward the garment lower por-
tion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the garment lower
portion 104, which is to be worn solely as a garment bottom
104 having the tolded band 700, and having no top. Each of
the other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly con-
vertible by adding the stretchable fabric 604 to the upper
garment portion 102 of the other embodiment of the garment
100, and folding the garment upper portion 102 toward the
garment lower portion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on
the garment lower portion 104 of the other embodiment of the
garment 100.
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This description of the exemplary embodiments is
intended to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings, which are (o be considered part of the entire written
description. In the description, relative terms such as “lower,”
“upper,” “horizontal” “vertical,” “above,” “below,” ‘“‘up,”
“down,” “top” and “bottom” as well as derivatives thereof
(e.g., “horizontally,” “downwardly,” “upwardly,” etc.) should
be construed to refer to the orientation as then described or as
shown in the drawing under discussion. These relative terms
are for convenience of description and do not require that the
apparatus be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the like,
such as “connected”” and ““interconnected,” refer to a relation-
ship wherein structures are secured or attached to one another
either directly or indirectly through intervening structures, as
well as both movable or rigid attachments or relationships,
unless expressly described otherwise.

Although the invention has been described in terms of
exemplary embodiments, it is not limited thereto. Rather, the
appended claims should be construed broadly, to include
other variants and embodiments of the invention, which may
be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope and range of equivalents of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A garment portion having an attached belly panel portion
comprising:

an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a

wearcer’s entire belly region, said belly region compris-

ing an area beginning just beneath the wearer’s breast

area and extending over the wearer’s abdomen to a lower

abdomen region bheneath the wearer’s belly, said belly

panel comprising;:

an upper edge portion defining a first encircling circum-
terence about a wearer’s torso that is at or above the
wearer’s upper abdomen region, and

alower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion
and defining a second encircling circumference about
the wearer’s lower abdomen region;

and

a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower

edge portion, having a torso encircling circumference
thatrecedes downward to make way for expansion of the
belly panel.
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2. The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a pair
of trouscrs attached to said lower cdge portion.

3. The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers
comprise denim jeans.

4. The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denim
jeans comprise one or more pockets and a sewn vipperless (ly
front.

5. The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a
skirt attached to said lower edge portion.

6. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to cover the wearer’s belly region during different
stages of weight gains and losses.

7. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to substantially cover and fit over different body
types.

8. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is elastically expansible and contractible.

9. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn.

10. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is foldable to comprise a folded band.

11. The garment portion ot claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

12. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein a top cdge
margin of the belly panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to
an inside of the belly panel fabric.

13. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
comprises a double layer tubular structure.

14. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
further comprises a partial waistband extending across a back
side of the lower edge portion and extending down into side
seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

15. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
turther comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knit-
ted tension to cradle the wearer’s abdomen region.

16. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the lower edge
portion is configured to extend downward with a parabolic
shape to accommodate the wearer’s expanding belly region.
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3. Richard Adelman, a citizen of the United States, residing a1 § Sunfish
Point, Greensbovo, North Caroling 27455,

! have reviewed and undésdtand the contertts of the above-identified’ specification,
including the claims as amended by the newly added claims referred o sbove,
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In the Claims:

Please amend the claims of the ‘276 Patent as indicated below:

1. (Original) A garment portion having an attached belly panel portion
comprising: an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire
belly region, said belly region comprising an area beginning just beneath the Wemer's
breast area and extending over the wearer's abdomen to a lower abdomen region beneath
the wearer's belly, said belly panei comprising: an upper edge portion defining a first
encircling circumference about a wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer's upper
abdomen region, and a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and
defining a second encircling circumference about the wearer's lower abdomen region; and
a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower edge portion, having a torso
encircling circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the belly
panel.

2. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a pair of trousers
attached to said lower edge portion.

3. (Original) The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers comprise
denim jeans.

4. (Original) The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denim jeans comprise
one or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.

5. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a skirt attached
to said lower edge portion.

6. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted

to cover the wearer's belly region during different stages of weight gains and losses.

EASTV4932361.1 2
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7. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted
to substantially cover and fit over different body types.

8. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is
elastically expansible and contractible.

9. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is seamless
to fit comfortably while being worn.

10. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the Belly panel is foldable
to comprise a folded band.

11. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is woven
or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

12. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein a top edge margin of the
belly panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel fabric.

13. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel comprises
a double layer tubular structure.

14. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further
comprises a partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge portion and
extending down into side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

15. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further
comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the wearer's
abdomen region.

16. (Original) The gannent portion of claim 1, wherein the lower edge portion is
configured to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the wearer's

expanding belly region.
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17. (New) The garment portion of claim 15, wherein the stitches or knitted

tension extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves, so as to

éradle a curved abdomen.
18. (New) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further
comprises a series of stitches or knitted tension in a backside of the belly panel to provide

spinal and back support against the wearer.

19. (New) The garment portion of claim 18, wherein the series of stitches or

knitted tension extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

20. (New) The garment portion of claim 1. wherein the belly panel defines a

tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body tvpe

having a tapered torso.

21. (New) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel defines a

tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder to fit a body type

having a correspondingly shaped torso.

EASTW4932361.1 4
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application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;
James H. Gardner Ill, Ambler, PA;
Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;
Assignment For Published Patent Application
Destination Maternity Corporation, Philadelphia, PA
Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 35811

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a REI of 12/117,004 05/08/2008 PAT 7,900,276
which is a CON of 11/756,242 05/31/2007 PAT 7,814,575

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/20/2011

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 13/161,169

Projected Publication Date: None, application is not eligible for pre-grant publication
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
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Title

Belly Covering Garment
Preliminary Class

002

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 11627015
Application Number: 13161169
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4878

Title of Invention:

Belly Covering Garment

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Lisa A. Hendrickson

Customer Number:

35811

Filer:

Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez

Filer Authorized By:

Paul A. Taufer

Attorney Docket Number:

DMC-10-1220CON1-RE

Receipt Date: 15-DEC-2011
Filing Date: 15-JUN-2011
Time Stamp: 13:49:01

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document . L. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
565824
1 SIDS1449.pdf yes 2

e4f330a8f1f6564 cf7ccc7dc0d9265e3b3d 1f|

8a2
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Transmittal Letter 1 1
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08) 2 2
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes); 565824

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

ArtUnit © 3765 Customer, N, 8358811
Examiner :
Serial No. © 13/161,169 Docket No. DMC-10-1220CONT-RE
Filed » June 15, 2011
fypventors v Lisa A H emm&son
. James H. Gardner, I
: Richard Adelman Confirmation No,: 4878
Title . BELLY COVERING
,,,,,,,,,,,, » GARMENT Dater December 15, 2011

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION BISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.C. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir
The Applicants enclose Form PTO-1449 which lists relevant US publications. The

publications are submitted under 37 CFR §1.56 and ave believed related to this applicatior

The Applicants respectfully request that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Satement

¥

be officially entered into the file and that appropriate notification be made that it was considered by

the Examiner.

Respectiull

subsmitted,

R ERRERR RN

Paul A. Taufer

Reg. No. 35,703

Richard L. Crux

Reg. No. 52,783
PATRL C/nn Attorneys for Applicants
(215) 656-33285

BASTWTAT2TINN
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
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Index of Claims 13161169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220CON1-RE 4878
35811 7590 12/27/2011
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) | PXAMINER |
ONE LIBERTY PLACE HALE, GLORIA M
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 | ARTONIT | pameNuMmEr |
3765
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
12/27/2011 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

pto.phil @dlapiper.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) ]::F§rgle(‘; 0C701]fl))0rati(9)lil
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Application No. Applicant(s)

13/161,169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

GLORIA HALE 3765

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)[J Responsive to communication(s) filed on
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
___ ;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)X Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) ______is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[] Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7)X] Claim(s) 1-21 is/are rejected.
8)[]] Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9)[J Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 15 June 2011 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
12)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

13)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)J Al b)[J Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ____
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) IZI Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. ______
3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) L] Notice of Informal Patent Application
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 6-15-11. 6) D Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-11) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20111204
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 2
Art Unit: 3765

DETAILED ACTION

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails
to identify at least one proper error which is relied upon to support the reissue
application. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414.

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because the
error which is relied upon to support the reissue application is not an error upon which a
reissue can be based. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414.

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective (see 37 CFR

1.175 and MPEP § 1414) because of the following:

Because it did not identify the specific claim which is defective. Applicant has
only broadly listed unclaimed features. However, they did not state as to which claims

were in error.

Claims 1-21 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue declaration
under 35 U.S.C. 251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175.
The nature of the defect(s) in the declaration is set forth in the discussion above

in this Office action.

However, the claims, as bet understood, have been examined on their merits.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 3
Art Unit: 3765

Claim Rejections -35USC § 112

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which
applicant regards as the invention.

In cliam 18 the “series of stitches or knitted tension" are no t in the backside of
the “belly panel” but are in the “backside of the garment”. The original specification and
claims them in the backside of the garment and not in the backside of the belly panel
as now claimed. It appears this could be a typographical error and not a content

error.

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed,

had possession of the claimed invention.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 4
Art Unit: 3765

For the same reasons as outlined above because the presently claimed subject
matter was not in the original specification and claims. The stitches or tension are in the
backside of the garment not the belly panel as now claimed.

Double Patenting

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir.
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d)
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of

activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 5
Art Unit: 3765

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with
37 CFR 3.73(b).

Claims 1-21 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-29 of
copending Application No. 13/161138. Although the conflicting claims are not identical,
they are not patentably distinct from each other because they claim the same pant
garment with the belly panel structure as claimed in claims 1-29.

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the

conflicting claims have not in fact been patented.

Applicant is notified that any subsequent amendment to the specification and/or
claims must comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b). In addition, when any substantive
amendment is filed in the reissue application, which amendment otherwise places the
reissue application in condition for allowance, a supplemental oath/declaration will be

required. See MPEP § 1414.01.

Claims1-21 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action in
addition to the filing of the corrected and proper declaration/oath and Terminal

Disclaimer as outlined above.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 6
Art Unit: 3765

None of the cited references, alone or in combination, disclose the garment with

the belly panel that has an upper edge portion located as claimed in cliam 1.

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to
applicant's disclosure.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to GLORIA HALE whose telephone number is (571)272-
4984. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs..

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, KHOA HUYNH can be reached on 571-272-4888. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Gloria Hale/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

13/161,169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Examiner Art Unit

GLORIA HALE 3765 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number

Date

Gountry Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY Name

Classification

A | US-3,045,678 07-1962 GEIMER CORNELIUS J 450/130
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NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS
Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)

U

\Y
w

X

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001)

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
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IW THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

At Unit : 3765 Customer Mo, 835811
Examiner : G§(H‘i<1 M. Hale
Serial No. : 137161169 Docket Noo DMC-10-1220C0ONT-RE
Filed : June 15,2811
Inventor - Lisa A. Headrickson

: James H, Gardner, 1§

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 4878
Title : BELLY COVERING

» GARMENT Date: January §, 2012

RESPONSE

Conwmisstoner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir
In response to the Official Action of December 27, 2011, the Applicants hereby

simultaneously submit a Supplemental Refssue Application Oath and Consent by the Assignee and a

Terminal Disclaimer. Entry into the Officlal Record is respectiully requested.

In addition, the Applicants hereby amend the Application as follows:
BASTWTT02897.3 .
> o Target Corporation
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Remarks

Claims 1-21 are pending. Claim 18 has been amended solely to correct a typographical error;
and as a result, no new matter has been added as a result of this amendment. Further, since this
amendment ¢larifies the subject matier being claimed, the Applicants subrait that the relection of
Claims 18 and 19 under 35 USC 112 is now moot, and respectiully request that it be withdraws.

As noted above, a Supplemental Refssue Application Qath and Consent by the Assignes is
simubaneously submitted herewith. As a result, withdraw of the rejection of Claims 121 under 35
USC 251 s respectiully requesied.

fn response to the Double Patenting rejection, the Applicants hereby submit a Terminal

&

Diisclaimer. Accordingly, reconsiderstion and withdraw of this rejection

ya

1 is also respectiudly
requested,
In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, the Applicants submit that the entive

Application is now in condition for allowance, which action is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,
3

Paul A, Mafgr
Reg. Mo, 35,703
Richard L. Cruz
Reg. No. 52,783
Attorneys for Applicants

AT/RLC/m
(215) 656-3383
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INTHE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFL

St Rl
Exananer
Serial No.
Filed

inventor

Lot
iy
ooy
L LAy

Custormer Mo, 835811

g

Horia M. Hale

b;

t.ﬁi 169 Docket Neo: DMC-I0-1220C0NI-RE
g 15,201

; J;sa A, Hen d:m:kson

. James H. Gardner, T

: ‘{;umrd %ds;.im:sn

4}

$ Tl ek
—
e
,’.‘r

Titde

. .

I, Rewtald J. Masclantonio, a citizen of the United States, am the Executive Vice President
and General Counsel of Destination Matemity Cotporation (FDMC™), and a3 such, sin anthotized
1o actmy behalf of DM,

%

To the best of my knowledge and undérstanding, DMC 15 the sole ass gnee of the entive
right, tile, and intersst in and to 1.8, Patent No. 7,900,276 {the ‘276 Patent}, {ssusd bn March 8,
2011

Diocumentasy evidence of 8 chaln of title of the 276 Patent from the original ovwners to
DMC i3 recorded in the assigmment records of the US Pautent and Trademark Office at Reel
Q19674, Froms 0495 which shows an assipnment from the inventors o Mothers Work, Ine., and
at Reel 023390, Frame 0675 which shows an assignment from Mothers Wi vk, Tnie. 1o Destination
Matetnity Corporation;

To the best of my knowledge and understnding, the Inventars listed below to be the
original and first inventors of the subjoot matter which s deseribed and claimed in the “276
Patent, for which a reissue patent is sought, on the invehtion entitled BELLY COVERING
GARMENT, the specification of which Is attached hereto together with g Preliminary
Amendment that includes newly added claims:

1. Lisa &, Hendrickson, a citizon of the United States, residing at 791 Coriveatiis
Diive, Mount Laure], New Jersey 08034;

2. James B Garduer, iii,_ a cilizen gf the U ugdl States, residing at | 329 Squire '
Drive, Ambler, Pennsylvania 19002; and

3. Richard Adelman, 3 citizen of the United States, residing a1 § Sunfish Poin,

Greenshore, North Carolina 27455,

EASTWITOIHIT A

Target Corporation
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I have reviewed and understand the contents o ihe above-identified specifcation,

ncluding the claims as amended by the newly added claimy r@feﬂ*eﬁ i abiove.

4,

By this declaration, IIMC, assignee of the *276 Patent,

ereby consennty to the i o of the

present “"“EL\J s oy the retasue of ULS, Patent No. 7,900,276,
Vo the best of my knowledge and understandinig, the original *276 Patent to be whaotly or

partly inoperative by the veason of the & patentes claiming fess than it had the night to claim, In

o

particular, issued Claims 2+ 18 of the ‘276 Patent fil to explicitly recite features such as 4 series

S

of stitches or knitted tensic nin a backside of the claimed: garmely portion & provide spinal and

back support. New Claims 17 ~ 21 have been added to cotrent s such werors. Al soors belng

g
corrected in the reissue applcation up to the time of this declaration arose without « seeptive
inter.

1

! herebyclaim the benefit under Titde 35, United Siates Code, §120 of Application Serial

3
Ne. 11/756,242, filed May 31, 2007, now 118 Patent No. 7,814,575, whichi was pending at the.
time of the filing of ti&&_&;}pii@a&im vesuiting i the *267 Patent, for which a reissue patent is now
sotght,
Dirset sl vomsnunications about the applicstion to the address assoviated with Castorer
i 51

Mo, 035811, Direct all telephone calls regarding the application to K
2344,

ohard L. Crag st 215-656~

T

I scknowledge the duix to disclose information which is material to patentability
dutined in 37 CFR. §1.538,

1 hereby deciare thatall staternents made hereln of my own knowledge are true and that
all stotements made on jufbmhative and beliet are belisved to be trag and further that thess
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false siatements and the like so made are

o

puniishiable by tine and imprisciment, or both, under 18 USC §1001, and that sech williul & ise

statements may jeopardize the validity of the spplication, any patent issuing thereon, or any
patent to W h b this declaration is dirested.
— 1)

& FMasciantonig, Drate
le'ecmw. Vice President & {“’f‘ﬁ”’& Counsel
Desmmhmr \»iammm Corporation

T

7

B Al

3T
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 13161169

Filing Date: 15-Jun-2011

Title of Invention: Belly Covering Garment
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson

Filer: Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220CON1-RE

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Sub-Total in

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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EX. 1007 - Page 104



Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sullaj-s'l's(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
Statutory or terminal disclaimer 1814 1 160 160
Total in USD ($) 160
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 11768122
Application Number: 13161169
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4878
Title of Invention: Belly Covering Garment
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson
Customer Number: 35811
Filer: Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez
Filer Authorized By: Paul A. Taufer
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220CON1-RE

Receipt Date: 05-JAN-2012

Filing Date: 15-JUN-2011

Time Stamp: 15:48:55

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Deposit Account
Payment was successfully received in RAM $160
RAM confirmation Number 2236
Deposit Account 502719
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination p%ﬁ@ﬁ(e}bmoraﬁon
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document . L. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
229286
1 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter ATL.pdf no 1
493dca097a690bab3538863fead34cal b9
Oabal
Warnings:
Information:
777569
2 Response.pdf yes 5
1f4580b92b21fa5e41fc8d8998df42¢5591ff8|
73b
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Amendment/Req. Reconsideration-After Non-Final Reject 1 1
Amendment Copy Claims/Response to Suggested Claims 2 4
Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 5 5
Warnings:
Information:
265849
3 Terminal Disclaimer Filed TD.pdf no 2
d4a96048e0e661d7388a20267dd0aeal7bf|
358c0
Warnings:
Information:
R . R 476130
4 Consent of Assignee accompanying the| SupReissueApplnOathandConc no 5
declaration ent.pdf
ac2f3ff33befe8c6044e5597fcf919faabe2 1t
Warnings:
Information:
30284
5 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
00f82c1e6b2dba127a3a2be79ef0d51d48e
a5155
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes); 1779118
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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i Em.t‘ion of Lisa A, Hendrickson, et al,
No 13/161,169
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fm,d June 15, 2011
For BELLY COVERING GARMENT
Bia#l Stop Amendment

Commissioner for Patents

PO Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
S

A respouse 1o the outstanding official action in ¢

Small entity

This i» & Petition for an Extension of Time
ngcessary to render this submission timely,

No additional fee is required.

status of this spplication under 37 CFR §i1 B and §

Atteaney Docket Mo

¢ above-identified application is enclosed.

for the period noted below, as ¥

DMC-16-1220CONI-RE

7 has-been established.

ell as for any additionsl period

SMALL BNTITY | OTHER THAN
SMALL ENTITY
TIME EXTENSION PETITION FE | No. of monthis): $0.60 - $0.60
Subtract ime extension fee previvusly paid No, of monhis) ¢ (80.50) (S0.00)
TOTAL EXTENSION FEE DUE 30.00 $G0
CLAIM FEE CLAIMIS) HIGREST | EXTRA RATE | ADI¥L | BATE  ADIVL
REMAINING Ni TMEL*.R CLA;\?{&-) CLAIM CLATM
AFTER PREVIOUSLY | PRES FEE FEE
AMENDMENT FAID FOR
TOTAL 21 MINUS 21 = 0 x 30 1§ x 60= | 50.00
INDEPENDENT | 1 MINUS i = X 135= 18 X258« | 3000
o FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE CLAIM(S) +225= 1 § + 45%= | 30,00
TOTAL ADDIVIONALCLAIMFEEDUE | 3 $0.00
7 , TOTAL FEE DUF s0.80
L Plgase charge Deposit Account No. 58-2718 in the amount of §
3 The Conunissioner is authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this
communication or credit any overpayment 1 Deposit Aceount No. S0-27 w
e Any filing foes under 37 CFR §1.16 for the presentation of extra claims.
3 Any patent application processing fees un
Respa ifui“
Digte: January 5, 2012 Panl A. Tanfer, Reg. No. 35,703

PATIRLC/nn
(215)656-3385

EARTAET TGO

Richard L. Cruz, Reg. No. 52,783
Attormney for Applicant{s)
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit T 3765 Customer No, §35811

Examiner » Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. v 13/161,169 Docket No.» DMC-10-1220C0ONE-RE
Filed o Jume 15,2018

Inventor » Lisa A, Hendrickson

1 James M. Gardner, 11}
: Rﬁbia&?"d Adelman

Title  BELLY COVERING
D GARMENT

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER

Convnissioner for Patenis
PO Bog 1458
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

72
A
=

Your Petitioner, Richard L. Cruz, represents that he is patent counsel for Destination

\

Maternity Corporation, which is the owner of the entire iierest in the instant application {Sexial Ne,

13/161,169) filed June 15, 2011 for BELLY COVERING GARMENT, as evidenced by an
Assignment recorded at Reel 823390, Frame D079 of the US Patent and Trademark Office records,
and is alse the owner of US Application No. 13/161,138 filed June 15, 2011 for BELLY
COVERING GARMENT as evidenced by an Assignment recorded at Reel 02338¢, Frame 0079 of
the US Patent and Trademark Office records.

Your Petitioner, on behalf of the palent owner, hereby disclaims the terminal part of the
-

statutory term of any patent $o be {ssued on said instant application which would extend beyond the

expiration date of the full statutory term of any patent granted on US Application Neo. 13/161,138,

RASTL4TV023E5..
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and hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant spplication shall be enforceable only for
and during such period that the instant application is commeonly owned with US Agplication No.
13/161,138 and any patent granted thereon, this agreement to run with any pateat granied on the
instant application and to be hinding upon the grantee, its Successors or assigns,

Respectfully subwnitted,

Rivhard L. Cruz

Richard L. Cruz, Patent
Reg. No. 32,783 2

BART\4TTOARER.

I3
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PTO/SB/06 (07-086)

Approved for use through 1/31/2007. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | Apvicaton or Docket Nurmber | Fiing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 13/161,169 06/15/2011 D To be Mailed
APPLICATION AS FILED — PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY [] OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($) RATE ($) FEE ($)
L1 Basic Fee N/A N/A N/A N/A
e (37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c))
L] sEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A
e (37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m))
[0 examINATION FEE
{37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (qQ)) N/A N/A N/A N/A
LA | T on [
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS , . _ -
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X$ = XS =

If the specification and drawings exceed 100
[JAPPLIGATION SIZE FEE _sheets of paper, the applicgtion size fee due
(37 CFR 1.16(5)) is $_2_50 ($125 for small entity) for each
: additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See
35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).

P
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL

APPLICATION AS AMENDED — PART Il

OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
— 01/05/2012 AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE (9) FEE ($) RATE ($) FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
S T?g(?)') (37 CFR « 21 Minus | = 21 -0 Xs = oR | x seo= 0
5 )
z e -1 Minus | +~3 -0 xs = OR | x s$2s0- 0
P—
<§t ] Application Size Fee (37 GFR 1.16(s))
D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL TOTAL
ADD’L OR ADDL 0
FEE FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE (9) FEE ($) RATE ($) FEE ($)
= AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total a7cFr . ; xx - -
i R Minus = X$ = OCR | X8 =
Independent " . e
g 537C€R1.16(h2 Minus = X$ = OR | X% =
& | [ application Size Fes (37 CFR 1.16(s)
=
<C D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL TOTAL
ADD’L OR ADDL
FEE FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3. Legal Instrument Examiner:
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”. /TIA BENTLEY/ )

*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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In the Claims

1. (Original) A garment portion having an attached belly panel portion comprising: an
expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly region, said belly region
comprising an area beginning just beneath the wearer's breast area and extending over the wearer's
abdomen to a lower abdomen region beneath the wearer's belly, said belly panel comprising: an
upper edge portion defining a first encircling circumference about a wearer's torso that is at or abéve
the wearer’s upper abddmen region, and a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and
defining a second encircling circumference about the wearer's lower abdomen region; and a garment
lower portion, in communication with the lower edge portion, having a torso encircling
circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the belly panel.

2. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a pair of trousers attached to
said lower edge portion.

3. (Original) The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers comprise denim jeans.

4. (Original) The garment portion pf claim 3, wherein said denim jeans comprise one or
more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.

5. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a skirt attached to said
lower edge portion.

. 6.(Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted to cover the

wearer's belly region during different stages of weight gains and losses.

7. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel is adapted to
substantially covér and fit over different body types.

8. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is elastically expansible

and contractible.

EAST7702897.1 2

Target Corporation
EX. 1007 - Page 113



9. (Oﬁginal) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is seamless to fit
comfortably while being worn.

10. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is foldable to
‘comprise a folded band.

11. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel is woven or knitted
with elastic, stretchable strands.

12. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein a top edge margin of the belly panel
is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel fabric.

13. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel comprises a double
layer tubular structure. ‘

14. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further comprises a
partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge portion and extending down into
side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

15. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel further comprises one
or more belly-cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the wearer's abdomen region.

16. (Original) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the lower edge portion is configured
to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the wearer's expanding belly region.

17. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 15, wherein the stitches or knitted
tension extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves, so as to cradle a
curved abdomen.

18. (Currently Amended) The garment portion of claim 1, whetein-the-belly panel further
comprisescomprising a series of stitches or knitted tension in a backsidé of the bely-panelgarment

portion to provide spinal and back support against the wearer,

EAST\47702897.1 3
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19. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 18, wherein the series of stitches or
knitted tension extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

20. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel defines a
tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having a
tapered torso.

21. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel defines a
tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder to fit a body type having a

correspondingly shaped torso.

EASTW7702897.1 4
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

35811 7590 05/11/2012 | EXAMINER |
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM
ONE LIBERTY PLACE
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3765

DATE MAILED: 05/11/2012

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220CON1-RE 4878

TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional NO $1740 30 $0 $1740 08/13/2012

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now

Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)

and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (f required) and 1/2
the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3 :
e e Target Corporation

EX. 1007 - Page 125

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commlssmner for Patents
P.O.Box 1
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
ppropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
1cated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

malntenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

35811 7590 05/11/2012
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
ONE LIBERTY PLACE Staies Postal Service with sofficiont postage or st closs mail in an cavelope
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220CON1-RE 4878
TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT
| APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional NO $1740 30 $0 $1740 08/13/2012
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
HALE, GLORIAM 3765 002-237000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). . 1
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
| Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . ! . 2
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ndividuat Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
(] Advance Order - # of Copies (1 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. . Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will v. epending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent toalt'f}lle Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandgrla Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commlss1oner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
13/161,169 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220CON1-RE 4878
35811 7590 05/11/2012 | EXAMINER |
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM
ONE LIBERTY PLACE
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3765

DATE MAILED: 05/11/2012

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

A reissue patent is for "the unexpired part of the term of the original patent." See 35 U.S.C. 251. Accordingly, the
above-identified reissue application is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5§ U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . 13/161,169 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit
GLORIA HALE 3765

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [X] This communication is responsive to 1-5-12 Amendment/Qath & T.D..

2. [J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-21.

4. [J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)[d Al by (] Some* c¢)[JNone ofthe:
1. [ Certified copies of the priotity documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: ___
Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements

noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

6. [ ] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
(a) O including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached
1) [ hereto or 2) [] to Paper No./Mail Date _____.
(b) [ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date __ .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. [J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. [0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [J Notice of Informal Patent Application
2. [J Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. [1 Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

3. X Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. X} Examiner's Amendment/Comment

Paper No./Mail Date 12-5-11
4. [] Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

of Biological Material

9. [ other )

/Gloria Hale/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20120116
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 2
Art Unit: 3765

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT
An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

The application has been amended as follows:

Replace claims 17-21 with the following underlined claims:

17. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 15, wherein the stitches

or knitted tension extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that

curves, so as to cradle a curved abdomen.

18. (Currently Amended) The garment portion of claim 1, further comprising a

series of stitches or knitted tension in a backside of the garment portion to provide

spinal and back support against the wearer.

19. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 18, wherein the series

of stitches or knitted tension extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,169 Page 3
Art Unit: 3765

20. (Previously Presented) The garment portions of claim 1. wherein the belly

panel defines a tubular structure that is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to

fit a body type having a tapered torso.

21(Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel

defines a tubular structure that is shaped and formed as straight-sided cylinder to fit a

body type having a correspondingly shaped torso.

/[GLORIA HALE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765
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