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BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part ofthis reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

FIELD OF THE INV'Ef\lTION

The present invention relates to a garment worn during
different stages of pregnancy and different stages ofpostpar-
tum body changes.
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According to an embodiment of the invention, an expert-
sible tubular upper portion of the garment is seamless to fit
comfortably While being worn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front view ofa garment according to the present
invention.

FIG. IA is a View similar to FIG. 1, and discloses a body
panel covering a growing abdomen.

FIG. 2 is a View of a backside portion of the garment
disclosed by FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is View of a front portion ofanother embodiment of
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION a garment.

15 FIG. 4 is view ofa backside portion ofanother embodiment
Garments intended to cover a wearer's body below the of a garment.

abdomen or belly during various stages of pregnancy have
been manufactured as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the

knits or woven fabric garments are constnicted with an elastic
belt or waist band which caused discomfort when tightened
about the body. Some of the garments have stretchable fabric
panels sewn into place with sewn seams. Suchgarments cause
discomfort due to the presence of the sewn seams, urged by
elastic stretching of the panels pressing against the torso.
Moreover. women 11:-rve complained that such garments are
difficult to keep in place. as they gradually slip downward
while they are being worn.

Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing
the waistband at the front of thejeans and replacing the same
with an elastic band that cradles a growing abdomen. Alter-
natively, denim jeans or trousers are rr.ar.ui'actured without a
waistband at the front so that a separate band can be attached
at the front.

Accordingly, a need and sts fora garment that covers and fits
a growing abdomen during different stages of pregnancy.
Such a garment is required to stay up, and desirably would fit
comfortably while being worn. Moreover, such a garment
would stay up when WOI11 over different body types.

SUMMARY OF THE IN\"EN'l‘ION

A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that
adapts to cover and lit a growing abdomen during pregnancy,
wherein the garment stays up when worn.

A garment comprises a garrnent upper portion and a gar-
ment lower portion. The garment upper portion has a belly
panel that is expansible to cover and fit overa growing abdo-
men during different stages of pregnancy. The garment lower
portion has a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion ofthc belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

An ernbodirnent of the garment is adjustable to encircle
different body types. Another embodiment of tlie invention
provides a garment that fits comfortably while being worn.

An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable
torso encircling circumference that is adjustable in girth to
encircle different body types.

An embodiment of the upper portion of the garment coni-
prises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically
and {it different body types.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric that is coutractible elastically to cover an
abdomen during different stages of post partum body
changes.
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FIG. 5 is a view of a backside portion of yet another
embodiment of a garment.

FIG. 6 is front view ofa portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 7 is front view ofa portion ofyet another embodiment
ofa garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloses a garment 100 for encircling a lower torso
portion of a wearer of the garment 100. The garment 100
comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower
portion 104. A lower end perimeter 106 ofthe garment upper
portion 102 is attached to a corresponding upper end perim-
eter108 of the garment lower portion 104. The garment lower
portion 104 comprises, for example, a pair of trousers, such
as, denimj eans. Alternatively, the garment lower portion 1 04
comprises a skirt depicted in FIG. 1 in phantom outline.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, each leg of the pair of
trousers is constructed with sewn scams. Outer side seams

110, 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the
trousers, or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is
constructed with inner side seams 114, 116 joining a from
center seam 118 ofthe trousers and a back side, curved center
seam 200, FIG. 2, ofthe trousers. For example, the from
center seam 106 defines a sewn “zipper less" fly from. The
back side of the trousers, FIG. 2. is sewn with a back side
perimeter seam 202 extending horizontally across the back
side ofthe trousers from the outer side seams 110, 112 to the
back side center seam 200. Ifpockets are desired, the legs of
the trousers are constructed, for example. with a front pockets
120, 122 and back pockets 204, 206.

FIG. 2 discloses anembodirnent ofthe trousers, or garment
lower portion 104, having a partial waistband 2t38join.ing and
extending from the side seams 110, 112 of the trousers and
extending across a back side of the trousers or garment lower
portion 104. The waistband 208 is sewn onto the perimeter
scam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers toward
the side seams 110, 112 and widens across the back side, and
has a center seam 210 to shape the waistband 208 with a
curvature above a wearcr’s pelvis, and for torso coverage
especially when sitting or bending.

In FIG. 1, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel
124 to provide an abdomen covering area. The belly panel
124 is expansible, for example, when made of a stretchable
fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during dif-
ferent stages of pregnancy, FIG. 1A. The belly panel 124 has
a bottom portion 1 28 that projects downward with a parabolic
shape, especially when covering a growing abdomen, FIG.
IA. The perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that
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recedes downward with a parabolic shape adjacent to and
below the bottom portion 128 ofthe belly panel 124 to make
way for expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a
growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. The
parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively
includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124
extends at least partially under the abdomen of the garment
wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 with the parabolic receding circumference 126 of
the garment lower portion 104.

According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the
belly panel 124 comprises a stretchable fabric that is woven or
knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The stretchable fab-
ric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and fit over
the growing abdomen, FIG. IA. Further, the stretchable fab-
ric is contractiblc elastically to cover a shrinking abdomen
during different stages of post partum body changes. The
belly panel 124 also has foreseeable alternative fiinctions, for
example. to cover an abdomen during different stages oftorso
weight gains and losses, or to fit over respective torsos of
different body types.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top
tubular pcrimctcr hcrn 130 made by folding over a top edge
margin ofthe stretchable fabric. and either tubular knitting or
sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface ofthe fabric, and
to create atop perimeter knitted hem stitch 132 as disclosed in
FIG. 1. The perimeter of the garment upper portion 102 has a
torso encircling circumference 134 to hold the garment 100
up and in place over the torso. Advantageously, the entire
garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment of the
garment upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth of the second torso encircling circumference
134 in conformance with different body types. According to
an embodiment of the invention, the torso encircling circum-
ference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly panel
124. In FIG. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least some-
what above the maximum girth of the abdomen, even during
a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124
positions the torso encircling circumference 134 at least
somewhat above the location of maximum girth to resist
slipping down over the abdomen.

An ernbodirnent of the garment upper portion 102 com-
prises a tubular structure to encircle a torso ofa wearer of the
garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretchable
fabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The
belly panel 124 comprises a portion of the stretchable fabric.
The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and fit different
body types by being elastically expansible and contractible.
Different body types have ditferent muscle mass distributions
and spinal columns of different curvatures. which make the
tubular structure conform to the different body types by
expanding and contracting in different locations and amounts
when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure
is elastically expansible to widen the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit a body type. and is
elastically contractible to narrow the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit the body type.

In FIGS. 1 and 2. the tubular structure is shaped and formed
as a one—sheet hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having
:1 tapered torso that tapers approximately from shoulder to
waist. The perimeter profile of the one-sheet hyperbole-id
cylinder has hyperbolic shaped side:-;. Alternatively_. the t'ubu-
lar structure is shaped and formed as a straight~sided cylinder.
for example, as disclosed in FIG. 6. The perimeter profile of
the straight sided cylinder has substantially straight sides.

Preferably, the stretchable fabric is woven or knitted to
form a continuous. seamless tubular structure, such that the
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garment 100 is comfortable to wear due to the absence of
seams that would tend to press against the torso.

FIG. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

garment upper portion 102 is provided with belly cradling
support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted
tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312, and 314 in the
belly panel 124. The knitted tension or stitches extend along
multiple stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that
curves so as to cradle a curved growing abdomen, FIG. 1A.
during various stages of pregnancy.

FIG. 4 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with
spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment,
in the form of a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted
tension at 400, 402. 404, 406, 403, 410, 412, 414. 416, 418 in
the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches
stiffen the fabric at the backside ofthe garment upper portion
102 to provide spinal and back support of the wearer of the
garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches
are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyper-
bolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis extending
substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of
the fabric. FIG. 5 discloses an alternative pattern of support-
ing stitches 500. 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, 512, 514 in the
fabric, wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along
multiple stitch paths. For example, the stitch paths are shown
as being grouped in a truncated, v-shaped pattern.

FIG. 6 discloses the garrnentupper portion 1 02 comprising
a fabric woven or knitted to form a tubular structure, wherein
the fabric of the tubular structure is doubled back on itself

downward from the top circumference 134 thereof to form a
double-layer tubular structure 600 that extends downward at
least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The
layers of the double—layer tubular structure 600 are sewn
together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602. The layers
are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132
as described in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment dis-

closed by FIG. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner
tubular layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom
outline by and between the stitches 132, 602. that is daily
layered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the
double layer fabric. The three tubular layers are sewn together
with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,
tubular perimeter hcm stitch 132 as described in FIG. 1. The
inner layer 604 of stretchable fabric provides the belly panel
124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another
embodiment, the double layer fabric comprises 2 stretch fab-
ric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable and contract-
ible yarns, providing the belly panel with the capability for
resilient expansion.

FIG. '7 discloses that the garment 100 of FIG. 6 is convert-
iblc to comprise a bottom garment without a top, the garment
upper portion 102 is foldable toward the garment lower por-
tion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the garment‘ lower
portion 104, which is to be worn solely as a garment bottom
104 having the folded band 700. and having no top. Each of
the other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly con-
vertible by adding the stretchable fabric 604 to the upper
garment portion 102 of the other embodiment of the garment
100, and folding the garment upper portion 102 toward the
garment lower portion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on
the garment lower portion 104 ofthe other embodiment ofthe
garment 100.

This description of the exemplary embodiments is
intended to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings, which are to be considered part ofthe entire written
description. In the description, relative terms such as “lower,”
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s as on
“upper-,“ “liorizontal." “vex-tical,“, “above, ’ “below, up,"
“down," “top" and “bottom" as well as derivatives thereof
(eg., “horizontally," “downwardly.” “upward.iy," etc.) should
be construed to refer to the orientation as the11 described or as

shown in the drawing under discussion. These relative terms
are for convenience ofdescription and do not require that the
apparatus be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the like.
such as “connected” and “interconnected,” refer to a relation-
ship wherein structures are secured or attached to one another
either directly or indirectly through intervening structures, as
well as both movable or rigid attachments or relationships,
unless expressly described otherwise.

Although the invention has been described in terms of
exernplary embodiments, it is not limited thereto. Rather, the
appended claims should be construed broadly, to include
other variants and embodiments of the invention, which may
he made by those skilled in the art wifliout departing from the
scope and range of equivalents of the invention. .

What is claimed is:

1. A garment, comprising:
a garment upper portion having a belly panel that is expan-

sible to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during
different stages of pregnancy;
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10. The garment of claim I, wherein the garment upper
portion is foldable toward the garment lower portion to com-
prise a folded band on the garment lower portion.

11. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower
portion has a partial waistband extending from side seams of
the garment lower portion wherein the partial waistband
tapers toward the side scams and widens above a wearer's
pelvis across a back side of the garment lower portion.

12. The garment of claim 1, comprising:
knitted tension in the backside of the garment upper por-

tion providing spinal column and back support for a
wearer of the garment.

13. The garment of claim 1, comprising:
a series of sewn supporting stitches in the backside of the

gamient upper portion providing spinal column and
back support for a wearer of the garment.

14. The garment of claim 1, comprising:
a series of sewn supporting stitches in the backside of the

garment upper portion providing spinal column and
back support for a wearer of the garnient, wherein the
stitches are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped
in a hyperbolic pattern, a curved pattern or a truncated,
v-shaped pattern along an axis extending substantially
vertically along a spinal supporting section ofthe fabric.

a garment lower portion having a first torso encircling 25 15. The garment ofclaim 1, wherein an edge rnargirr ofthe
circumference that recedes downward to make way for garment upper portion is folded over and knitted to an inside
expansion of the belly panel; and of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.

the garment upper portion having a second torso encircling 16. The garment ofclairn I, wherein an edge margin of the
circumference defining an upper edge of the belly panel garment upper portion is folded overand sewn or knitted to an
Ilia: cncirclcs a wearer‘s torso just beneath the wearers 30 inside of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.
breast area configured to hold the garment up and in 17. The garment of claim 1, wherein the second torso
place about the torso in a position o:"a location of maxi- encircling circumference comprises stretchable fabric to
mum girth of the abdomen thereby substantially cover— adjust the girth in conformance with different body types.
ing the wearer‘s entire pregnant abdomen during all 18. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
stages of pregnancy. 35 portion is a tubular structure, wherein the tubular structure is

2. The garment ofclaim 1, wherein the second torso encir- shaped and formed as a liyperboloid cylinderto fit a body type
cling circumference is adjustable in girth in conformance having a tapered torso.
with different body types. 19. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper

3. The garment of claim 1, wherein the gamient upper portionisatubular structure, wherein the tubular structure is
portion comprises a seamless tubular structure that fits com- 40 shaped and formed as a straight sided cylinder to fit a body
fortably while being worn, and the belly panel comprises an type having a corresponding shaped torso.
expansible portion of the tubular structure. 20. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper

4. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion comprises a double layer tubular structure. and an
portion comprises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch inner layer of stretchable fabric between two layers of the
elastically. 45 double-layer tubular structure.

5. The gamient of claim 1, wherein the garment upper 21. The gannent of claim 1. wherein the garment upper
portion comprises an elastic fabric that is contractible elasti- portion comprises a fabric, and the fabric is doubled back on
cally to cover an abdomen during different stages ofpostpar- itselfdownward to form a double-layer tubular structure that
turn body changes. extends downward for at least a portion of the garment upper

6. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower 50 portion, and the layers of the double-layer tubular structure
portion has a partial waistband extending from side seams of are sewn together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch.
the garment lower porti on and extending across a back side of 22. The garment of claim 1. wherein the garment upper
the garment lowerportion where the partial waistbandwidcns portion comprises a fabric doubled back on itselfdownward
above a wcarcr‘s pelvis. to form a double-layer tubular structure that extends down-

7. The gamient of claim 1, fiirther comprising a series of 55 ward for at least a portion of the garment upper portion, the
belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel, layer of the double-layer tubular structure are sewn together
wherein the knitted tension or stitches extend along multiple with a tubularperirneterdrop stitch. and an edge margin ofthe
paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves, so as to garment upper portion is knitted to an inside of the fabric to
cradle a curved growing abdomen during various stages of provide a perimeter hem stitch.
pregnancy. 50 23. The garment ofclaim 3, wherein the seamless tubular

S. The garment of claim 1, further comprising a series of structure comprises a fabric doubled back onitselfdownward
stitches or knitted tension in the backside of the gamzent to form a double-layer tubular structure that extends down-
upper portion to provide spinal and back support against the ward for at least a portion of the garment upper portion, the
wearer of the garment. layers ofthe double-layer tubular structure are sewn together

9. The garment ofclaim 8. wherein the series ofstitches or 55 witha tubularperimeterdrop stitch, and an edge margin ofthe
knitted tension in the backside of the garment upper ponion
extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

garment upper portion is folded over and sewn or knitted to an
inside of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.
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24. The garment of ciaim 1. wherein the garment upper
portion is foldable toward the garment lower portion to pro-
vldc a folded band on the garment lower portion to be worn as
a garment bottom having no top.

25. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower
portion comprises one of a pair of trousers and a skirt.

.76. The gzlrmem‘ of claim I, wherein the garment lower
portion corizp-rises den1'n.'jeam‘.

27. The garment of cfaim I , wlzerein Ike garment iower
portion comprises a zfpperlessflv,

8

.78. The garment ofclaim 1, w/zerein Ihefirsz torso-encir-
cling circmnfererzce recedes downward with 61 parabolic
shape, saidparabolic shape including a shallow curvature.

29. The garment of claim 28, wfverein the beliy pane.’
extends at Zeastpartfally under the abdomen oftlve wearer to
meet Ike parabolic receding circumference of the gurmem
1'0 wer portion.
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BEL-LY COVERING GARMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a continuation of US. patent
application Ser. No. l 1/7S6,242,filed May 31, 2007 now US.
Pat. No. 7.814.575.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a garment worn during
different stages of pregnancy and different stages of postpar-
tum body changes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Garments intended to cover a wearer’s body below the
abdomen or belly during various stages of pregnancy have
been manufactured as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the

knits or woven fabric garments are constructed with an elastic
belt or waist band which caused discomfort when tightened
about the body. Some of the garments have stretchable fabric
panels sewn into place with sewn seams. Such garments cause
discomfort due to the presence of the sewn seams. urged by
elastic stretching of the panels pressing against the torso.
Moreover. women have complained that such garments are
ditficult [0 keep in place, as they gradually slip downward
while they are being worn.

Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing
the waistband at the front ofthejeans and replacing the same
with an elastic band that cradles a growing abdomen. Alter-
natively. denimjeans or trousers are manufactured without a
waistband at the front so that a separate band can be attached
at the front.

Accordingly. a need exists fora garment that covers and fits
a growing abdomen during difierent stages of pregnancy.
Such a garment is required to stay up, and desirably would fit
comfortably while being worn. Moreover. such a garment
would stay up when worn over different body types.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that
adapts to cover and fit a growing abdomen during pregnancy.
wherein the garmertt stays up when worn.

A garment comprises a gamtent upper portion and a gar-
ment lower portion. The garment upper portion has a belly
panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdo-
men during di ffcrcnt stages of pregnancy. The garment lower
portion has a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion ofthe belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold thc garment up and in place over the torso.

An embodiment of the garment is adjustable to encircle
different body types. Another embodiment of the invention
provides a garment that fits comfortably while being wom.

An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable
torso encircling circumference that is adjustable in girth to
encircle different body types.

An embodiment of the upper portion of the garment com-
prises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically
and fit different body types.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric.
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An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric that is contractible eiastically to cover an
abdomen during different stages ofpostpartum body changes.

According to an embodiment of the invention, an expan-
sible tubular upper portion of the garment is seamless to fit
comfortably while being worn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front view ofa garment according to the present
invention.

FIG. IA is a view similar to FIG. 1. and discloses a body
panel covering a growing abdomen.

FIG. 2 is a view of a backside portion of the garment
disclosed by FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is View of a front portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 4 is view ofa backside portion ofanother embodiment
of a garment.

FIG. 5 is a view of a backside portion of yet another
embodiment ofa garment.

FIG. 6 is front view of a portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment. .

FIG. 7 is front view ofa portion ofyet another embodiment
of a garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloses a garment 100 for encircling a lower torso
portion of a wearer of the garment 100. The garment 100
comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower
portion 104. A lower end perimeter 106 ofthe garment upper
portion 102 is attached to a corresponding upper end perim-
eter 1 08 of the garment lower portion 104. The garment lower
portion 104 comprises. for example, a pair of trousers, such
as. denim jeans. Alternatively, the garment lower portion 1 04
comprises a skirt depicted in FIG. 1 in phantom outline.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, cacli leg of the pair of
trousers is constnicted with sewn seams. Outer side seams

110. 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the
trousers, or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is
constructed with inner side seams 114, 116 joining a front
center seam 118 of the trousers and a back side, curved center
seam 200, FIG. 2. of the trousers. For example, die front
center seam 106 defines a sewn "zipper less” fly front. The
back side of the trousers, FIG. 2. is sewn with a back side
perimeter seam 202 extending horizontally across the back
side of the trousers from the outer side seams 110, 112 to the

back side center seam 200. If pockets are desired, the legs of
the trousers are constructed. for example. with a front pockets
120, 122 and back pockets 204. 206.

FIG. 2 discloses a.n embodiment ofthe trousers, or garment

lower portion 104, having a partial waistband 208joining and
extending from the side seams 110, 112 ofthe trousers and
extending across a back side ofthe trousers or garment lower
portion 104. The waistband 208 is sewn onto the perimeter
seam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers toward
the side seams 110, 112 and widens across the back side, and
has a center seam 210 to shape the waistband 208 with a
curvature above a wearer's pelvis, and for torso coverage
especially when sitting or bending.

In FIG. 1, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel
124 to provide an abdomen covering area. The belly panel
124 is expansible. for example, when made of a stretchable
fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during dif-
ferent stages of pregnancy, FIG. IA. The belly panel 124 has
a bottom portion 128 that projects downward witha parabolic
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shape. especially when covering a growing abdomen, FIG.
1A. The perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that
recedes downward with 21 parabolic shape adjacent to and
bciow the bottom portion 128 of the belly panel 124 to make
way for expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a
growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. The
parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively
includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124
extends at least partially under the abdomen of the garment
wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 witli the parabolic receding circumference 126 of
the garment lower portion 104.

According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the
belly panel 124 compri scs a stretchable fabric that is woven or
knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The stretchable fab-
ric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and [it over
the growing abdomen, FIG. 1A. Further, the stretchable fab-
ric is contractiblc elastically to cover a shrinking abdomen .
during different stages of postpartum body changes. The
belly panel 124 also has foreseeable alternative functions, for
example, to cover anabdomcn during different stages oftorso
weight gains and losses. or to lit over respective torsos of
different body types.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top
tubular perimeter hem 130 made by folding over a top edge
margin of the stretchable fabric, and either tubular knitting or
sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface ofthe fabric, and
to create a top pcrimctcr knitted hcm stitch 132 as disclosed in
FIG. 1. The perimeter ofthe gamient upper portion 102 has a
torso encircling circumference 134 to hold the garment 100
up and in place over the torso. Advantageously, the entire
garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment ofthe
garment upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth of the second torso encircling circumference
1.14 in conformance with different body types. According to
an embodiment of the invention, the torso encircling circum-
ference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly panel
124. In FIG. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least some-
what above the maximum girth of the abdomen, even during
a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124
positions the torso encircling circumference 134 at least
somewhat above the location of maximum girth to resist
slipping down over the abdomen.

An embodiment of the garment upper portion 102 com-
prises a tubular structure to encircle a torso ofa wearer ofthe
garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretcliable
fabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The

belly panel 124 comprises a portion ofthe stretchable fabric.
The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and fit different
body types by being elastically expansiblc and contractible.
Different body types have different muscle mass distributions
and spinal colutruis of different curvatures, which make the
tubular structure conform to the different body types by
expanding and contracting in different locations and amounts
when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure
is elastically expansible to widen the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit a body type, and is
elastically contractiblc to narrow the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit the body type.

In FIGS. I and 2, the tubular structure is shaped and formed
as a one-sheet hyperboloid cylinder to lit a body type having
a tapered torso that tapers approximately from shoulder to
waist. The perimeter profile of the one—sheet hyperboloid
cylinder has hyperbolic shaped sides. Alternatively, the tubu-
lar structure is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder,
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for example, as disclosed in FIG. 6. The perimeter profile of
the straight sided cylinder has substantially straight sides.

Preferably. the stretchable fabric is woven or knitted to
form a continuous, seamless tubular structure, such that the
garment 100 is comfortable to wear due to the absence of
seems that would tend to press against the torso.

FIG. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

garment upper portion 102 is provided with belly cradling
support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted
tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308. 310, 312. and 314 in the
belly panel 124. The knitted tension or stitches extend along
multiple stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that
curves so as to cradle a curved growing abdomen, FIG. IA,
during various stages of pregnancy.

FIG. 4 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with
spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment,
in the form of a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted
tension at 400, 402, 404, 406, 408, 410, 412, 414, 416, 418 in
the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches
stiffen the fabric at the backside of the garment upper portion
102 to provide spinal and back support of the wearer of the
garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches
are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyper-
bolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis extending
substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of
the fabric. FIG. 5 discloses an alternative pattern of support-
ing stitches 500, 502, 504, 506. S08, S10, 512, 514 in the
fabric, wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along
multiple stitch paths. For cxamplc, the stitch paths arc shown
as being grouped in a truncated, v-shaped pattern.

F IG. 6 discloses the garment upper portion 1 02 comprising
a fabric woven or lcnitted to form a tubutar structure. wherein
the fabric of the tubular structure is doubled back on itself

downward from the top circumference 134 thereof to form a
double-layer tubular structure 600 that extends downward at
least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The
layers of the double-layer tubular structure 600 are sewn
together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602. The layers
are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132
as described in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment dis-

closed by FIG. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner
tubular layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom
outline by and between the stitches 132, 602, that is flatly
layered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the
double layer fabric. The three tubular layers are sewn together
with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,
tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in FIG. 1. The
inner layer 604 of stretchable fabric provides the belly panel
124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another
embodiment, the double layer fabric comprises a stretch fab-
ric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable and contract-
iblc yarns, providing the belly panel with the capability for
resilient expansion.

FIG. 7 discloses that the garment 100 of FIG. 6 is convert-
ible to comprise a bottom garment without a top, the garment
upper portion 102 is fbldable toward the garment lower por-
tion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the garment lower
portion 104, which is to be worn solely as a garment bottom
104 having the folded band 700, and having no top. Each of
the other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly con-
vertible by adding the stretchable fabric 604 to the upper
garment portion 1 02 ofthe other embodiment of the garment
100. and folding the garment upper portion 102 toward the
garment lower portion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on
the garment lower portion 104 of the other embodiment ofthe
gamicnt 100.
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This description of the exemplary embodiments is 2. The garment portion ofclaim 1, fiirthercomprisingapair
intended to be read in connection with the accompanying oftrousers attached to said lower edge portion.
drawings,which are TO be considered part ofthe emirewritten 3, The gal-mam poi-ticm of claim 2, wherein said trousers
description. In the description, relative terms such as “lower,” cnmprise denim l‘ean_t;_

.. .. 1:. .. 13. .. .. ‘I
“uppers llorizgma , Verflca 3b0"‘3=” "b9l0W: “Pi” 5 4. The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denimII as as as H 3: ' ' , _ ,

dow"-i top and bottom as we“ as d‘°""‘Va”Ve5 thereof Jeans comprise one or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly
as u

(c.g., “horizoi1tally." “downwardly, upwardly,” etc.) should from

be construed to refer to the orientation as then described or as 5. The garmem pmlm of claim 1, further Comprising 3
shown in tl1e drawing under CllSCLlSSlOlI. These relative terms
are for convenience ofdescription and do not require that the 10
apparatus be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and ‘he like,
such as “connected” and “interconnected.” refer to a relation-

Slll p wherein strticmres are secured or attached to one another
either directly or indirectly through intervening strttctures, as 15

skirt attached to said lower edge portion.
6. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein said belly panel

is adapted to cover the wcarci-’s belly region during different
stages of weight gains and losses.

7. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to substantially cover and fit over dilferent body

well as both movable or rigid attachments or relationships. t3’P°5' _ _ _
unless expressly described Othel.wlSe_ 8. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly pane]

Although the invention has been described in terms of is 51313119311)’ 331331151519 and C0nu'd‘5llb]e-
exemplary ernboclinients, it is not limited thereto. Rather, the 9- The EEIIIIIBIIT P0iTi0I1 Ofclflifll 1: Whefeifl T11‘?! belly Panel
appended claims should be construed broadly, to include 20 is 5631311053 10 fit C0mf01’l'3l3lY While being WOITL
other variants and embodiments of the invention, which may 10. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the is foldable to comprise a folded band.
scope and range of equivalents of the invention. 11. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel

What is claimed is: is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

1,Agarinentportionhavinganattachedbelly paneiponion 25 13, The gal-mam portion of claim 1, wherein 3 mp edge
C0mPi’i5l11E3 margin ofthe belly pane] is folded over and sewn or knitted to

an cxpansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a an inside oft}-le belly panel fab1—jc_
Wearefs entire belly reglont Sad beny Iago“ °°mP“S' 13. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly pancl
ing an area beginning just beneath the wearer’s breast Comprlses a double layermbulal. SU.ucmre_
area and extending Over the wearer S abdomen to 3 low” 30 14. The garment portion ofclaim 1 wherein the belly panel
abdomen region beneath the wearer 5 belly’ said belly further comprises a partialwaistband extending across a back
gjlllilel cdijggrg mdgijtion definin at first encirclin circiml SlClE of the lower edge portion and extending down into side

pp g P g g ‘ seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.fcrence about a wearer’s torso that is at or above the . . .

_Wem_el_.S upper abdomen region’ and 35 15. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
3 lower edge portion spaced from the upperedge ponlon further comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knit-

and defining a second encircling circumference about ted tenslon 1° Cradle me wearer 5 abdomen region‘
1 6. The garment portion ofclaim I. wherein the lower edgethe wearer’s lower abdomen region; _ _ _ l

and portion is configured to extend downward wzth a parabolic

a gannent lower portion, in communication with the lower 40 Shep‘-‘ l0 H5CUmI110dflT9Tl19 W'*?3-F935 cxpalldiflg 13011)’ T9830“-
edge portion, having a torso encircling circuniference
that recedes downward to make way for expansion ofthe
belly panel. * * =i= * =1‘
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BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears In the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a continuation of US. patent
application Scr. No. 1 I/756,242, filed May 3] , 2007 now U.S.
Pat. No. 7.814.575.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a garment wom during
different stages of pregnancy and different stages ofpostpar-
tum body changes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Garments intended to cover a wearer’s body below the
abdomen or belly during various stages of pregnancy have
been manufactttred as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the

knits or woven fabric garments are constructed with an elastic
belt or waist band which caused discomfort when tightened
about the body. Some of the garments have stretchable fabric
panels sewn into place with sewn scams. Such garmcntscause
discomfort due to the presence of the sewn seams, urged by
elastic stretching of the panels pressing against the torso.
Moreover, women have complained that such garments are
difficult to keep in place, as they gradually slip downward
while they are being worn.

Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing
the waistband at the front of the jeans and replacing the same
with an elastic band that cradles a growing abdomen. Alter-
natively, denim jeans or trousers are manufactured without a
waistband at the front so that a separate band can be attached
at the front.

Accordingly, a need exists for a garment that covers and fits
a growing abdomen during different stages of pregnancy.
Such a garment is required to stay up. and desirably would fit
comfortably while being worn, Moreover, such a garment
would stay up when worn over different body types.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that
adapts to cover and fit :2 growing abdomen during pregnancy,
wherein the garment stays tip when worn.

A garment comprises a gamient upper portion and a gar-
ment lower portion. The garment upper portion has a belly
panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdo-
men during different stages ofpregnancy. The garment lower
portion has a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion ofthe belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

An embodiment of the gamtent is adjustable to encircle
different body types. Another embodiment of the invention
provides a gamicnt that fits comfortabiy while being worn.

An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable
torso encircling circttmfcrence that is adjustable in girth to
encircle different body types.
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An embodiment of the upper portion of the garment com-
priscs a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically
and fit different body types.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric that is contractiblc elastically to cover an
abdomen during different stages ofpostpartum body changes.

According to an embodiment of the invention, an expan-
sible tubular upper portion of the garment is seamless to fit
comfortably while being wom.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front view ofa garment according to the present
invention.

FIG. 1A is a view similar to FIG. 1, and discloses a body
panel covering a growing abdomen.

FIG. 2 is a view of a backside portion of the garment
disclosed by FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is view ofa front portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 4 is view ofa backside portion ofanother embodiment
of a garment.

FIG. 5 is a view of a backside portion of yet another
embodiment of a garment.

FIG. 6 is from view ofa portion ofanother embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 7 is from view ofa portion ofyct another embodiment
of a garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloses a ganncnt 100 for encircling a lower torso
portion of a wearer of the garment 100. The garment 100
comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower
portion 104. A lower end perimeter 1 06 of the garment upper
portion 102 is attached to a corresponding upper end perim-
eter 108 ofthe garment lower portion 104. The garment lower
portion 104 comprises, for example, a pair of trousers, such
as, denimjeans. Alteniatively. the garment lower portion 104
comprises a skirt depicted in FIG. 1 in phantom outline.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, each leg of the pair of
trousers is constructed with sewn seams. Outer side seams

110. 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the
trousers, or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is
constructed with inner side scams 114. 116 joining a from
center seam 118 ofthe trousers and a back side. curved center

seam 200, FIG. 2, of the trousers. For example, the from
center seam 106 defines a sewn “zipper less" fly front. The
back side ofthe trousers, FIG. 2, is sewn with a back side
perimeter scam 202 extending horizontally across the back
side of the trousers from the outer side seams 110. 112 to the

back side center seam 200. If pockets are desired, the legs of
the trousers are constructed, for example, with a front pockets
120, 122 and back pockets 204, 206.

FIG. 2 discloses an embodiment ofthe trousers, or ganznent
lower portion 104, having a partial waistband 208 joining and
extending from the side scams 110, 112 of thc trousers and
extending across a back side of the trousers or garment lower
portion 104. The waistband 208 is sewn onto the perimeter
seam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers toward
the side seams 110. 112 and widens across the back side, and
has a center seam 210 to shape the waistband 208 with a
curvature above a wearer’s pelvis, and for torso coverage
especially when sitting or bending.
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In FIG. 1, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel
124 to provide an abdomen covering area. The belly panel
124 is expansible. for example, when made of a stretchable
fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during dif-
ferent stages of pregnancy, FIG. IA. The belly panel 124 has
a bottom portion 128 that projects downward with a parabolic
shape, especially when covering a growing abdomen, FIG.
IA. The perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that
recedes downward with a parabolic shape adjacent to and
below the bottom portion 128 ofthe belly panel 124 to make
way for expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a
growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. The
parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively
includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124
extends at least partially under the abdomen of the garment
wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 with the parabolic receding circumference 126 of
the garment lower portion 104.

According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the
belly panel 124 comprises a stretchable fabric that is woven or
knitted with elastic. stretchable strands. The stretchable fab-

ric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and fit over
the growing abdomen, FIG. 1A. l"urther, the stretchable fab-
ric is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking abdomen
during different stages of postpartum body cltanges. The
belly panel 124 also has foreseeable alternative functions, for
example, to coveran abdomen during different stages oftorso
weight gains and losses. or to fit over rcspcctivc torsos of
different body types.

in FIGS. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top
tubular perimeter hem 130 made by folding over a top edge
margin ofthe stretchable fabric, and either tubular knitting or
sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface ofthe fabric, and
to createa top perimeter knitted hem stitch 132 as disclosed in
FIG. 1. The perimeter ofthe garment upper portion 102 has a
torso encircling circumference 134 to hold the garment 100
up and in place over the torso. Advantageously, the entire
garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment ofthe
garment upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth of the second torso encircling. circumference
134 in Conforrnance with different body types. According to
an embodiment of the invention. the torso encircling circum-
ference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly panel
124. In FIG. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least some-
whatabove the maximum girth ofthe abdomen, even during
a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124
positions the torso encircling circumference 134 at least
somewhat above the location of maximum girth to resist
slipping down over the abdomen.

An embodiment of the ganncnt upper portion 102 com-
prises a tubular structure to encircle a torso ofa wearer of the
garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretchable
fabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The
belly panel 124 comprises a portion of the stretchable fabric.
The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and lit different
body types by being elastically expansible and ccntractible.
Di fferent body types have different muscle mass distributions
and spinal columns of different curvatures. which make the
tubular structure conform to the different body types by
expanding and contracting in different locations and antounts
when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure
is elastically expansible to widen the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit a body type, and is
elastically contractible to narrow the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit the body type.
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In FIGS. 1 and 2, the tubular structure is shaped and formed
as a orte~sheet hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having
a tapered torso that tapers approximately from shoulder to
wai st. The perimeter profile of the one-sheet hyperboloid
cylinder has hyperbolic Shaped sides. Alternatively, the tubu-
lar structure is shaped and formed as a straight—sided cylinder,
for example. as disclosed in FIG. 6. The perimeter profile of
the straight sided cylinder has substantially straight sides.

Preferably, the stretchable fabric is woven or knitted to
form a continuous, seamless tubular structure, such that the
garment 100 is comfortable to wear due to the absence of
seams that would tend to press against the torso.

FIG. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the

garment upper portion 102 is provided with belly cradling
support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted
tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312, and 314 in the
belly panel 124. The knitted tension or stitches extend along
multiple stitch paths gouped in an elliptical pattern that
curves so as to cradle a curved growing abdomen. FIG. IA.
during various stages of pregnancy.

FIG. 4 disctoses an alternative embodiment in which the

backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with
spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment,
in the form of a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted
tension at 400, 402, 404, 406, 408, 410, 412, 414, 416, 418 in
the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches
stiifcn the fabric at the backside ofthe garment upper portion
102 to provide spinal and back support of the wearer of the
garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches
are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyper-
bolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis extending
substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of
the fabric. FIG. 5 discloses an alternative pattern of support-
ing stitches 500, 502, 504, 506, 508. 510, 512, 514 in the
fabric, wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along
multiple stitch paths. For example, the stitch paths are shown
as being grouped in a truncated, v-shaped pattern.

FIG. 6 discloses the garment upper portion 102 comprising
a fabric woven or knitted to form a tubular structure, wherein
the fabric of the tubular structure is doubled back on itself

downward from the top circumference 134 thereof to form a
double-layer tubular structure 600 that extends downward at
least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The
layers of the double-layer tubular structure 600 are sewn
together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602. The layers
are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132
as described in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment dis-

closed by FIG. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner
tubular layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom
outline by and between the stitches 132, 602. that is flatly
Iayered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the
double layer fabric. Thcthree tubular layers are sewn together
with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,
tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in FIG. 1. The
inner layer 604 of stretchable fabric provides the belly panel
124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another
embodiment. the double layer fabric comprises a stretch fab-
ric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable and contract-
iblc yams, providing the belly panel with the capability for
resilient expansion.

FIG. '7 discloses that the garment 100 off-‘IG. 6 is convert-
ible to comprise a bottom garment without a top, the garment
upper portion 102 is foldable toward the garment lower por-
tion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the gamient lower
portion 104, which is to be worn solely as a garment bottom
104 having the folded band 700, and having no top. Each of
the other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly con-
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vertible by adding the stretchable fabric 604 to the upper
garment portion 102 ofthc other embodiment ofthe garment
100. and folding the garment upper portion 102 toward the
garment lower portion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on
the garment lower portion 104 ofthe other embodiment ofthe
garment 100.

This description of the exemplary embodiments is
intended to be read in coimection with the accompanying
drawings, which are to be considered part ofthe entire written
description. In the description, relative tenns such as “lower,"
“upper,” “horizontal,” “vertical,” “above," “below,” “up ,”
“down," “top" and “bottom" as well as derivatives thereof
(e.g., “11orizontal1y." “downwardly,” “upwardly,” etc.) should
be construed to refer to the orientation as then described or as

shown in the drawing under disetission. These relative terms
are for convenience ofdescription and do not require that the
apparatus be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the like,
such as “connected” and “interconnected," refer to a relation-
ship wherein structures are secured or attached to one another
either directly or indirectly through intervening structures, as
well as both movable or rigid attachments or relationships,
unless expressly described otherwise.

Although the invention has been described in terms of
exemplary embodiments. it is not limited thereto. Rather, the
appended claims should be construed broadly. to include
other variants and embodiments of the invention, which may
be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope and range of equivalents of the invention.

What is claimed is:

LA garmentportion having an attached belly panel portion
comprising:

rm expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a
wearer's entire belly region. said belly region compris-
ing an area begiiiiiiiig just beneath the wearer‘s breast
area and extending over the wearer’s abdomen to a lower
abdomen region beneath the wearcr’s belly. said belly
panel comprising:
an upper edge portion defining a first encircling circum-

ference about a wearer‘s torso that is at or above the

wearer's upper abdomen region, and
a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion

and defining a second encircling circumference about
the wearer‘ 5 lower abdomen region;

and

a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower
edge portion, having a torso encircling circuinfereuce
that recedes downward to make way for expansion ofthe
belly panel.

2. The garment portion ofclairn 1, further compri sing a pair
of trousers attached to said lower edge portion.

3. The garment portion of claim 2, wherein said trousers
comprise denim jeans.

6

4. The garment portion of claim 3, wherein said denim
jeans comprise one or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly
front.

5. ‘Die gannent portion of claim 1, further comprising a
skirt attached to said lower edge portion.

6. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to cover the wearer's belly region during different
stages of weight gains and losses.

7. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein said belly panel
is adapted to substantially cover and fit over different body
types.

3. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein the belly panel
is elastically expansible and contractible.

9. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn.

10. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
is foldable to comprise a folded band.

11. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

12. The garment portion of claim 1, wherein a top edge
margin ofthe belly panel is folded overand sewn orknitted to
an inside of the belly panel fabric.

1 3. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
comprises a double layer tubular structure.

14. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
fiirther comprises a partial waistband extending across a back
side of the lower edge portion and extending down into side
seams of an article of clothing connected thereto. »

15. The garment portion ofclaim 1, wherein the belly panel
further comprises one or more belly—cradling stitches or knit-
ted tension to cradle the wearer's abdomen region.

16. The garnient portion ofclaim 1 , wherein the lower edge
portion is configured to extend downward with a parabolic
shape to accommodate the wearer’s expanding belly region.

1'7. The garment portion ofclaim 15, wherein the stitches
or knitted tension extend along nmlfipiepaths arranged in an
elliptical pattern lhat curves, so as to cradle a curved abdo-men.

18. The gannem portion ofclaim 1, further comprising a
series ofstfrches or knitted tension in a backside tf1I2egr1r-
ment portion to provide spinal and back support‘ against the¥‘VeC1P'€l'1

I 9. The garmentportion ofclaim 18, wlzerefn the series of
.rri‘tche.r or knitted tension extends along apattern oj‘multr]p[e
stitch paths.

20. The garment portiorrs of clcrfni I, wlrercirr the belly
panel defines a tubular structure that is Shaped andformedas
a liyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having a taperedtorso.

21. The garmentporrion ofclaim 1, wherein the bellypanel
defines a tubular structure that is shaped andfomzed as
srra fg/21-sided cylinder ref?! :1 boafy type having a correspond-
ingly shaped torso.
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FOR ERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA — DESIGNATION FORM to be used by counsel to indicate the category of the case for the purpose of
nut prlate calendar.

A 53-. 456 North 5th Street ,' Philadelphia , PA 1912 3-4007
Address of Defendant:

Place of Accident, Incident or Transaction:
(Ute Reverse Side For Additional Space)

Does this civil action involve I nongovernmental corporal: party with any parent corporation and any publicly held corporation owning 10% or more of its stock?
(Attach two copies oflhe Disclosure smcmai: Form in accordance with Fed.R.Civ.P. 7. 1(a)) Yean was

Does this case involve multidist:-ict litigation possibilities‘) Yentl Nat!
muran case. IF ANY:
Case Number: Judge Date Terminated:

Civil cases are deemed related when yes is answered to any of the following questions:

1. Is this case related Injnuperty included in an earliernumbered suitpendingorwithin cneyearpreviouslyterminatcd action in this court?
Yesn Nolsl

2. Does this case involve the same issue offset or grow out ofthe same transaction as a prior suit pending or within one yarpreviously terminatedaction in this court?

vast! Mail!
3. Does this case involve the validity or infringement ofa patent alruidy in suit or any earlier numbaui case pending or widiin one year previously

terminated action in this court? veslil Nag

4. Is this case a second or successive habeas corpus. social security appeal, or pro se civil rights cue filed by the some individual?
veal] Naiil

CIVIL: (Place V lll ONE CATEGORY ONLY)
A. Federal Question Cum: B. Diversity Jurisdiction Cases:

I. E! Indemnity Contract, Marine Contract, and All Other Contracts 1. El Insurance Contract and Other Contracts

2. D FELA 2. D Airplane Personal Injury

3. D Jones Act-Personal Injury 3. E1 Assault, Defamation
4. D Antitrust 4. E1 Marine Personal Injury

5. Q Patent 5. E1 Motor Vehicle Personal Injury
6. D Labor-Management Relations 6. El Other Personal Injury (Please specify)

7. D Civil Rights 7. El Products Liability
8. D Habeas Corpus 8. El Products Liability» Asbestos

9. D Securities Act(s) Cases 9. El All other Diversity Cases
10. El Social Security Review Cases (Plate Specify)
I 1. El All other Federal Question Cases

(P16-It simify)

ARBITRATION CERTIFICATION
(Check Appropriate Category)

I, counsel of record do hereby certify: 
cl Pursuant to Local Civil Rule 53.2, Section 3(c)(2), that to the best ofmy knowledge and belief, the damages recoverable in this civil action case exceed the non of

S1 50,000.00 exclusive of interest and costs;
I: Reliefother than monetary damages is sought.

DATE:
Attorney-at-Law Attorney LD.#

NOTE: A trial de novo will be a trial by jury only ifthere has been compliance with F.R.C.P. 38.
 

I certify that, to my knowledge, the within else is not related to any case new pending or within one year previously terminated action In this court
except as noted above.

10/4/2012 Michael Burns, Esquire 204,355DATE:
Atmrney-at-Law Attorney I.D.#

CW. 609 (5/2012)
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