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Privacy Act Statement

-
§

he Privacy Ast of 1974 {P.L. $3-578) requires that you be given certain infformation iIn connection
with your submission of the attached form related t© & patent application or patent. Actorgingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Adt, please be advisad that: (1) the general suthoity for the
collection of this information is 35 U.8.C. 2{b){(2); (2} furnishing of the information solicited ie voluntary;
and {3} the principat purpese for which the information is used by the LS, Patent and Tradamark
Cffice is to process andfor examine your submission refated fo a patent application or patent. ¥youdo
not furnish the requested information, the U.S, Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
procass andior examine your submission, which may resull in termination of procesdings of
abandonment of the application or expivation of the patert,

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine usss:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the axtent silowed under the
Freedom of nformation Aot (5 U.B.C. 8583} and the Privacy &ct (5 U.8.C 552a). Records from
this system of records may be disclosed (o the Departiment of Justice to determine whether
disclosise of thees records is required by the Fraedom of information Act.

<. Acvetord from this system of records may be disclosed, 28 2 routine use, in'the courss of

presenting evidence fo a coust, magistrate, oradministrative Hibunal, including teclosures o

opposing counse! i the course of setilement negotiations.

A reoord in this systern of records miay he disclosed, a¢ o routine usa, 16 & Member of

Congress submilting a reguest involving an individual, to whom the record pertaing, when the

indhddual has requasted assistance Som the Member with respect o the sublect matter of the

record,

4. Acecord in this system of records may be disciosed, as a fouting use, o8 conteacior of the
Agenecy having need for the information in order to perform 2 cuntract. Racipients of
information shall be required to comply with'the requiraments of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuant fo § UB.C. S82aim).

S Avecord relaled to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Traaly in
this system of records may be disclosed, as a rouline use, to the intermatinnal Buresu of the
World Intellectual Propedy Organization, pursuant fo the Patent Cooperation Troaty.

8. A record in this aystem of records may be disclossd, ds 8 rouiine use, 1o gnother faderal
agency $or purposes of National Secunly review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant fo
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(2)).

7. Arscord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
Genaral Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency’s responsibility 1o recommend improvements in records managemeant
practices and progrars, under auffority of 44 U.8.C. 2004 and 2808, Sunh disclosure shatt
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspaation of records for this
purpase, and any olher refevant {Lg., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disciosure shall not
be gsed o maks delorminations abeout individials,

& Arscord fraim this system of records may be disclosed, as a rouline use, 1o the public after

either publication of the applination pursuant to 35 U.5.0. 122(b) or issuance of a patent

pursuant o 35 U.8.C, 181, Further, a record may ba disciosed, subject o the limitations of 37

CFR 1,14, as aroutine use, o the public if the record was fled in an application which

became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is

referenced by either a published application, an application open o public inspaction or an
tssusd patent.

A record from thisrsystem of records may be disclosed, a5 a routine use, 108 Federal, State,

of local law enforcement agency, i the USPTO becomes aware of a viclation or potential

violalion of law or reguiation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unhy : Customer No. 838813
Examiner :

Serial No. : Docket Noo: DMOC-IG-1220RE
Filed » Herewith

Reissue of Patest 1 7,814,578

Jssued : October 19, 2018

Inventor + Lisa A, Hendrickson

: James H, Gerdney, TH
: Richard Adelman
Title : BELLY COVERING
: GARMENT _ Date: June 15,2011

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENY

Mad ﬁmp REISSUE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 223131450

Sir

The following is a Preliminary Amendment being filed with a reissus application

relating to U8, Patent No. 7,814,575 (“the *5375 Patent™.

Acecompanying this Preliminary Amendment is a Relssue Application Osth and
Consent by Assignes, an Information Disclosure Statement and a copy of the issued 5735
Patent.

The Commussioner is authorized to charge the reissue filing fees of $1728.50 to
Deposit Account 30-2719. The Commissioner is also authorized to charge any

insuffic ncse or credit any overpsyment o the same account.
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either directly or indirectly through intervening structures, as
well as both movable or rigid attachments or relationships,
unless expressly described otherwise.

Although the invention has been described in terms of
exemplary embodiments, it is not limited thereto. Rather, the
appended claims should be construed broadly, to include
other variants and cmbodiments of the invention, which may
be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope and range of equivalents of the invention.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A garment, comprising:

a garment upper portion having a belly panel that is expan-
sible 1o cover and [it over a growing abdomen during
different stages of pregnancy;

a garment lower portion having a first torso encircling
circumterence that recedes downward to make way for
expansion ol the belly panel; and

the garment upper portion having a second torso encircling
circumference defining an upper edge of the belly panel
that encircles a wearer’s torso just beneath the wearer’s
breast area conligured 1o hold the garment up and in
place about the torso in a position of a location of maxi-
mum girth of the abdomen thereby substantially cover-
ing the wearer’s entire pregnant abdomen during all
stages of pregnancy.

2. The garment of claim 1, wherein the second torso encir-
cling circumference is adjustable in girth in conformance
with different body types.

3. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion comprises a seamless tubular structure that fits com-
fortably while being worn, and the belly panel comprises an
expansible portion of the tubular structure.

4. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion compriscs a scamless tubular clastic fabric to stretch
elastically.

5. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion comprises an elastic fabric that is contractible elasti-
cally to cover an abdomen during different stages of postpar-
tum body changes.

6. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower
portion has a partial waistband extending from side seams of
the garment lower portion and extending across a back side of
the garment lower portion where the partial waistband widens
above a wearer’s pelvis.

7. The garment of claim 1, further comprising a series of
belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel,
wherein the knitted tension or stitches extend along multiple
paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves, so as to
cradle a curved growing abdomen during various stages of
pregnancy.

8. The garment of claim 1, further comprising a series of
stitches or knitted tension in the backside of the garment
upper portion to provide spinal and back support against the
wearer of the garment.

9. The garment of claim 8, whercin the scries of stitches or
knitted tension in the backside of the garment upper portion
extends along a pattern of multiple stitch paths.

10. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion is foldable toward the garment lower portion to com-
prise a folded band on the garment lower portion.

11. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower
portion has a partial waistband extending from side seams of
the garment lower portion wherein the partial waistband
tapers toward the side seams and widens above a wearer’s
pelvis across a back side of the garment lower portion.
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12. The garment of claim 1, comprising:

knitted tension in the backside of the garment upper por-
tion providing spinal column and back support [or a
wearer of the garment.

13. The garment of claim 1, comprising:

a series of sewn supporting stitches in the backside of the
garment upper portion providing spinal column and
back support for a wearer of the garment.

14. The garment of claim 1, comprising:

a series of sewn supporting stitches in the backside of the
garment upper portion providing spinal column and
back support for a wearer of the garment, wherein the
stitches are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped
in a hyperbolic pattern, a curved pattern or a truncated,
v-shaped pattern along an axis extending substantially
vertically along a spinal supporting section of the fabric.

15. The garment of claim 1, wherein an edge margin of the
garment upper portion is [olded over and knitted to an inside
of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.

16. The garment of claim 1, wherein an edge margin of the
garment upper portion is folded over and sewn or knitted to an
inside of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.

17. The garment of claim 1, wherein the second torso
encircling circumference comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth in conformance with different body types.

18. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion is a tubular structure, wherein the tubular structure is
shaped and formed as a hyperboloid cylinder to fita body type
having a tapered torso.

19. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion is a tubular structure, wherein the tubular structure is
shaped and formed as a straight sided cylinder to fit a body
type having a corresponding shaped torso.

20. 'lhe garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion comprises a double layer tubular structure, and an
inner layer of stretchable fabric between two layers of the
double-layer tubular structure.

21. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion comprises a fabric, and the fabric is doubled back on
itself downward to form a double-layer tubular structure that
extends downward for at least a portion of the garment upper
portion, and the layers of the double-layer tubular structure
arc sewn together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch.

22. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion comprises a tabric doubled back on itselt downward
to form a double-layer tubular structure that extends down-
ward for at least a portion ot the garment upper portion, the
layer of the double-layer tubular structure are sewn together
with a tubular perimeter drop stitch, and an edge margin of the
garment upper portion is knitted to an inside of the fabric to
provide a perimeter hem stitch.

23. The garment of claim 3, wherein the seamless tubular
structure comprises a fabric doubled back on itself downward
to form a double-layer tubular structure that extends down-
ward for at least a portion of the garment upper portion, the
layers of the double-layer tubular structurce arc sewn together
with a tubular perimeter drop stitch, and an edge margin of the
garment upper portion is folded over and sewn or knitted to an
inside of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.

24. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper
portion is [oldable toward the garment lower portion (o pro-
vide a folded band on the garment lower portion to be worn as
a garment bottom having no top.

25. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower
portion comprises one of a pair of trousers and a skirt.

#* * #* #* &
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2} an information Disclosure Statement with Form PTO-1449 and a copy of
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1
BELLY COVERING GARMENT

FIEL.D OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a garment worn during
different stages of pregnancy and different stages of postpar-
tum body changes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Garments intended to cover a wearer’s body below the
abdomen or belly during various stages of pregnancy have
been manufactured as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the
knits or woven [abric garments are constructed with an elastic
belt or waist band which caused discomfort when tightened
about the body. Some of the garments have stretchable fabric
panels sewn into place with sewn seams. Such garments cause
discomfort due to the presence of the sewn seams, urged by
elastic stretching of the panels pressing against the torso.
Moreover, women have complained that such garments are
difficult to keep in place, as they gradually slip downward
while they are being worn.

Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing
the waistbhand at the front of the jeans and replacing the same
with an elastic band that cradles a growing abdomen. Alter-
natively, denim jeans or trousers are manufactured without a
waistband at the front so that a separate band can be attached
at the front.

Accordingly, a need exists for a garment that covers and fits
a growing abdomen during different stages of pregnancy.
Such a garment is required to stay up, and desirably would fit
comfortably while being worn. Moreover, such a garment
would stay up when worn over different body types.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that
adapts to cover and fit a growing abdomen during pregnancy,
wherein the garment stays up when worn.

A garment comprises a garment upper portion and a gar-
ment lower portion. The garment upper portion has a belly
pancl that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdo-
men during different stages of pregnancy. The garment lower
portion has a first torso encircling circumterence that recedes
downward to make way for expansion of the belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

An embodiment of the garment is adjustable to encircle
different body types. Another embodiment of the invention
provides a garment that fits comfortably while being worn.

An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable
torso encircling circumlerence that is adjustable in girth to
encircle different body types.

An embodiment of the upper portion of the garment com-
prises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically
and fit different body types.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic fabric.

An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises
an elastic [abric that is contractible elastically to cover an
abdomen during different stages of post partum body
changes.

According to an embodiment of the invention, an expan-
sible tubular upper portion of the garment is seamless to fit
comfortably while being worn.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a [ront view ol a garment according 1o the present
invention.

FIG. 1A is a view similar to FIG. 1, and discloses a body
panel covering a growing abdomen.

FIG. 2 is a view of a backside portion of the garment
disclosed by FIG. 1.

I'IG. 3 is view of a front portion of another embodiment of
a garment.

I'IG. 41s view of a backside portion of another embodiment
of a garment.

FIG. 5 is a view of a backside portion of yet another
embodiment of a garment.

FIG. 6 is front view of a portion of another embodiment of
a garment.

FIG. 7 is tront view of a portion of yet another embodiment
ol a garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 discloscs a garment 100 for encircling a lower torso
portion of a wearer of the garment 100. The garment 100
comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower
portion 104. A lower end perimeter 106 of the garment upper
portion 102 is attached to a corresponding upper end perim-
eter 108 of the garment lower portion 104. The garment lower
portion 104 comprises, for example, a pair of trousers, such
as, denim jeans. Alternatively, the garment lower portion 104
comprises a skirt depicted in FIG. 1 in phantom outline.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, each leg of the pair of
trousers is constructed with sewn seams. Outer side seams
110, 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the
trousers, or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is
constructed with inner side scams 114, 116 joining a front
center seam 118 of the trousers and a back side, curved center
seam 200, FIG. 2, of the trousers. For example, the front
center seam 106 defines a sewn “zipper less™ fly front. The
back side of the trousers, FIG. 2, is sewn with a back side
perimeter seam 202 extending horizontally across the back
side of the trousers from the outer side seams 110, 112 to the
back side center seam 200. If pockets are desired, the legs of
the trousers are constructed, for example, with a front pockets
120, 122 and back pockets 204, 206.

FI1G. 2 discloses an embodiment of the trousers, or garment
lower portion 104, having a partial waistband 208 joining and
extending from the side seams 110, 112 of the trousers and
extending across a back side of the trousers or garment lower
portion 104. The waistband 208 is sewn onto the perimeter
seam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers toward
the side seams 110, 112 and widens across the back side, and
has a center seam 210 to shape the waistband 208 with a
curvature above a wearer’s pelvis, and for torso coverage
especially when sitting or bending.

In FIG. 1, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel
124 to provide an abdomen covering arca. The belly pancl
124 is expansible, for example, when made of a stretchable
fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during dif-
ferent stages of pregnancy, FIG. 1A. The bhelly panel 124 has
a bottom portion 128 that projects downward with a parabolic
shape, especially when covering a growing abdomen, FIG.
1A. The perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that
recedes downward with a parabolic shape adjacent to and
below the bottom portion 128 of the belly panel 124 to make
way for expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a
growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. The

Target Corporation
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parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively
includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124
extends at least partially under the abdomen of the garment
wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 with the parabolic receding circumference 126 of
the garment lower portion 104.

According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the
belly panel 124 comprises a stretchable fabric that is woven or
knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The stretchable fab-
ric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and fit over
the growing abdomen, FIG. 1A. Further, the stretchable fab-
ric is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking abdomen
during different stages of post partum body changes. The
belly panel 124 also has foreseeable alternative functions, for
example, to cover an abdomen during different stages oftorso
weight gains and losses, or to [it over respectlive orsos of
different body types.

In FIGS. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top
tubular perimeter hem 130 made by folding over a top edge
margin of the stretchable fabric, and either tubular knitting or
sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface of the fabric, and
Lo credle a top perimeter knitted hem stitch 132 as disclosed in
FIG. 1. The perimeter of the garment upper portion 102 has a
torso encircling circumference 134 to hold the garment 100
up and in place over the torso. Advantageously, the entire
garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment of the
garment upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to
adjust the girth of the second torso encircling circumference
134 in conformance with different body types. According to
an embodiment of the invention, the torso encircling circum-
ference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly panel
124. In FIG. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least some-
what above the maximum girth of the abdomen, even during
a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124
positions the torso encircling circumference 134 at least
somewhat above the location of maximum girth to resist
slipping down over the abdomen.

An embodiment of the garment upper portion 102 com-
prises a tubular structure to encircle a torso of a wearer of the
garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretchable
tabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The
belly panel 124 comprises a portion of the stretchable fabric.
The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and fit different
body types by being elastically expansible and contractible.
Different body types have different muscle mass distributions
and spinal columns of different curvatures, which make the
tubular structure conform to the ditterent body types by
expanding and contracting in different locations and amounts
when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure
is elastically expansible to widen the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit a body type, and is
elastically contractible to narrow the tubular girth at selected
locations and amounts where needed to fit the body type.

In FIGS.1 and 2, the tubular structure is shaped and formed
as a one-sheet hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having
a tapered torso that tapers approximately from shoulder to
waist. The perimeter profile of the one-sheet hyperboloid
cylinder has hyperbolic shaped sides. Alternatively, the tubu-
lar structure is shaped and formed as a straight-sided cylinder,
for example, as disclosed in FIG. 6. The perimeter profile of
the straight sided cylinder has substantially straight sides.

Preferably, the stretchable fabric is woven or knitted to
form a continuous, seamless tubular structure, such that the
garment 100 is comfortable to wear duc to the absence of
seams that would tend to press against the torso.

FIG. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the
garment upper portion 102 is provided with belly cradling
support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted
tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312, and 314 in the
belly panel 124. The knitted tension or stitches extend along
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multiple stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that
curves so as to cradle a curved growing abdomen, FIG. 1A,
during various stages of pregnancy.

FIG. 4 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the
backside of the garment upper portion 102 is provided with
spinal column and back support [or a wearer of the garment,
in the form of a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted
tension at 400, 402,404,406, 408, 410,412, 414,416,418 in
the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches
stiffen the fabric at the backside of the garment upper portion
102 to provide spinal and back support of the wearer of the
garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches
are arranged along multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyper-
bolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis extending
substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of
the fabric. FIG. 5 discloses an alternative pattern of support-
ing stitches 500, 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, 512, 514 in the
fabric, wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along
multiple stitch paths. For example, the stitch paths are shown
as being grouped in a truncated, v-shaped pattern.

FIG. 6 discloses the garment upper portion 102 comprising
a fabric woven or knitted to form a tubular structure, wherein
the fabric of the tubular structure is doubled back on itself
downward trom the top circumference 134 thereot to form a
double-layer tubular structure 600 that extends downward at
least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The
layers of the double-layer tubular structure 600 are sewn
together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602. The layers
are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132
as described in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment dis-
closed by FIG. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner
tubular layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom
outline by and between the stitches 132, 602, that is flatly
layered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the
double layer fabric. The three tubular layers are sewn together
with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,
tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in FIG. 1. The
inner layer 604 of stretchable fabric provides the belly panel
124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another
embodiment, the double layer fabric comprises a stretch fab-
ric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable and contract-
ible yarns, providing the belly panel with the capability for
resilient expansion.

FIG. 7 discloses that the garment 100 ot FIG. 6 is convert-
ible to comprise a bottom garment without a top, the garment
upper portion 102 is foldable toward the garment lower por-
tion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the garment lower
portion 104, which is to be worn solely as a garment bottom
104 having the folded band 700, and having no top. Each of
the other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly con-
vertible by adding the stretchable fabric 604 to the upper
garment portion 102 of the other embodiment of the garment
100, and folding the garment upper portion 102 toward the
garment lower portion 104 to provide a [olded band 700 on
the garment lower portion 104 of the other embodiment of the
garment 100.

This description of the exemplary embodiments is
intended to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings, which are (o be considered part o[ the entire written
description. In the description, relative terms such as “lower,”
“upper,” “horizontal,” ‘“vertical,’, “above,” “below,” “up,”
“down,” “top” and “bottom™ as well as derivatives thereof
(e.g., “horizontally,” “downwardly,” “upwardly,” etc.) should
be construed to refer to the orientation as then described or as
shown in the drawing under discussion. These relative terms
are for convenience of description and do not require that the
apparatus be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the like,
such as “connected” and “interconnected,” refer to arelation-
ship wherein structures are secured or attached to one another
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different stages of pregnancy, and a garment lower portion
having a first torso encircling circumference that recedes
downward to make way for expansion of'the belly panel. The
garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circum-
ference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

25 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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Remarks

3

The clains as fssued in the *575 Patent remain unchanged by this Preliminary

Amendment. New Claims 26-29 are added. The newly added claims are directed 1o

o~

addittonal features of the contemplated Invention. Support for the new claims can be

found in the specification of the 575 Patent (and its originally filed application). No new

2 =

4%

nzatter is added by these amendments,
Pursuant o 37 CFR §1.173(c), the following is an identification of the support for

the added elaims as found in the specification of the *575 Patent.

Newlv Added Clatm 26

;"3,{&. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment
i portion comprises denim jeans

.
o
4
C‘-
-3
ot
":J

Column 2, Hines 2729 of the 573 B

m—

nt {for which reissue 18 sought) describes
the claimed featore as follows: “The parment lower portion 104 comprises, for example,
a pair of trousers, such ag, denlm jeans.”

Newlv Added Cladm 27

27. The gament of claim 1, wherein the
garment ower portion comprises a zipperless fy.

Column 2, Hines 37-38 of the ‘575 Patent (for which reissue is sought) describes
the claimed feature as follows: “For exampie, the front center scam 106 defines a sewn

‘zipper less” Sy font”

Newly Added Clainy 28

28, The garment of claim 1, wherein the first
torse-encivcling circumtberence recedes downward
with a pargbolic shape, said parabelic shape
ineluding a shallow curvature.

EASTW493234001 7
Target Corporation
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Column 2, line 62 through column 3, Hne 2 of the 575 Patent {(for which reissue
is sought} describes the elatmed feature as follows: ©.. .the garment lower portion 104
provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that recedes downward with a
parabolic shape... The parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature...”

Mewly Added Clatm 218

28, The garment of claim 28, wherein the belly
pa:m,‘ extonds at least partially under the abdomen
f the wearer to meet the parabolic receding
a:ﬁrcamfemnce of the garnient lower portion,
1

Column 3, lines 2-6 of the *575 Patent (for which relssue is sought) describes the
claimed featwe as foflows: “The belly panel 124 extends at least partially under the
abdomen of the garment wearer o meet and join the boltom portion 128 of the belly
panel 124 with the parabolic receding circumference 126 of the garment lower portion
1047

Conclusion
As indicated above, there is support for each of the features of the clalms as addsd

by this Preliminary Amendment in the specification of US Patent No. 7,814,375 (for

wittch reissue is now sought)

EARTW:

:'[I
55
3
Lk
oy
=,
;
{7 5]
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PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unig N Costomer No. 38811
Examiner :

Serial Ne. o Docket No.t DMC-10-1220KE
Filed - Herewith

KRelssue of Patens v 7854575

Fyseied © Oeiober 19, 2019

Fnventor U Lise A, Hendrickson

o Jamnes H. Gardner, 1
. 5 Rmh&m Awimsﬁ
Titls : BELLY. ‘OVF?fNu
© GABMENT

REISSUR APPLICAY

¥

‘S‘s THE ASSIGNEE

I, Ronald J, Mascssntondo, & citizen of the United States, am the Semor Viea

President and Genersd Covrnsel of Besﬁimtim Maternity Corporation (“DMEC™). and as

such, ant insthorized to act on behaull of DM

To the best of my knowledps and widerstandiy ng, DM is the sole assignes of the
entive vight, utle, and interest in and fo 118, Patest No.. 7 S14,579 (the 578 ‘Fs'tsj:m},
tssued on Qetober 19, 2010,

Docurmentary evidencs of a chain of title of the 575 Patent fom the original

owners 1oy DMC ts recorded I the assignment records of the US Patent and Trademark

Office at Reel 019670, Frame 0495 which shows an assignment Som the inventors to
Mothers Work, Inc, aud ot Reel 623390, Frame 0079 which shows an se signment from
Mothers Work, Inc. to Destination Maternity Corporation.
Ter the best of wmy knowledge and understanding, the fnventors Hsted below to-be
the original and first inventors of the subject matter which is described and clabmed in the
575 Patent, for which g reissus patent 18 sought, on the invention anm‘“d BELLY
COVERING GARMENT, thie specification of which is sftached hereto togsther with »
Preliminary Amendment that includes s siewly added claims:
i, Lisa A. Hendrickson, & ¢itizen of the United States, residing ol 79
Corawallis Drive, Mownt Laurel, Mew Jefsey 08054;
3. James H. Gardwer, 1T, a citizen of the United States, résiding at 1329

Squire Drive, Ambler, Penmsylvania 19002; and
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3. Richard Adelman, a citizen of the United States, “residing wt 5 Sunfish
Polnt, Greensharo, Noeth Caroling 27455,

U have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification,

neluding the claims as amendad by the neswly add od tlaims ref crved ¢ above.
By this declaration, DMC, assignes of the 575 Patend, hereby consents to the
fiting of the present application for the reissue of ULS. Patenmt N, 7.81 eg.s?s.

. e

To the bést of avy kndwledie and nderstanding; the origingd 375 Putent o be
wholly or partly intperative by the reason of the patentes claiming less-than it had the
sight 10 claim. For mﬁ&mc&: ’{}1&. issued clatms of the 375 Patent i‘ i to explicitly recite
feanres such as 2 lowes garment porion that conipiises derim jeans and/or a zipperless
Ay Al errors beis ng enrrected in the refssus spplication up to the time of this declaration
arose withouat deceptive intent,

Divect all communications about the spplicativn to the address associated with.
Customer No, 035811, Divect all wlephone calls regarding the application 1o Richard L.
Cruz a1 215-656-2446,

Fackno w&ziedve the duty to disclose information which is maﬁaﬁa& o patertability

as defined m 37 CFR. §1.36,

I hereby ds:c-a-a;‘ that all statements made hereln of my dwi knowledge are true

o

and that all staternents wmade on informztion sud beliefars bebeved to be truer and fusther

that. these statsivents wire nade with the &mwssége that wilifl fi alse statemiants and the

like so'made are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 URC §1001, and
that such willfid false statements 'may jeopardize the validity of i & application, any

palent iesing theretn, or any patent to which this cﬁcciazzatm‘a is divected.

b mo Frwmem: s‘sl General Counsel
f“»stmamr Maternity Corporation

456 Nonth 5th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19123
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RPrivacy Act Staternent

The Privagy Act of 1874 (P.L. 83-57%) requires that you be given certain information in connection
with your submission of ihe atlached form related to a patent application or patent. Socordingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 W.5.C. 2{bK2) (2) furrdshing of the Information soficled is volurdary;
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Please amend the claims of the ‘575 Patent as indicated below:

1. (Original) A garment, comprising: a garment upper portion having a belly
panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during different stages
of pregnancy; a garment lower portion having a first. torso encircling circumference that
recedes downward to make way for expansion of the belly panel; and the garment upper
portion having a second torso encircling circumference defining an upper edge of the
belly panel that encircles a wearer's torso just beneath the wearer's breast area cpnﬁgured
to hold the garment up and in place about the ‘torso in a position of a location of
maximum girth of the abdomen thereby substantially covering the wearer's entire
pregnant abdomen during all stages of pregnancy.

2. (Onginal) The garment of claim 1, wherein the second torso encircling
circumference is adjustable in girth in conformance with different body types.

3. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion
comprises a seamless tubular structure that fits comfortably while being worn, and the
belly panel comprises an expansible portion of the tubular structure.

4. (Original) The garment of -claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion
comprises a seamless tubular elastic fabric to stretch elastically.

5. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion
comprises an elastic fabric that is contractible elastically to cover an abdomen during

different stages of postpartum body changes.
6. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower portion has a

partial waistband extending from side seams of the garment lower portion and extending

EASTW4932340.1 2
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across a back side of the garment lower portion where the partial waistband widens above
a wearer's pelvis.

7. (Original) The garment of claim 1, further comprising a series of belly cradling
stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel, wherein the knitted tension or stitches
extend along multiple paths arranged in an elliptical pattern that curves, so as to cradle a
curved growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy.

8. (Original) The garment of claim 1, further coniprising a series of stitches or
knitted tension in the backside of the garment upper portion to provide spinal and back
support against the wearer of the garment.

9. (Original) The garment of claim 8, wherein the series: of stitches or knitted
tension in the backside of the .garment upper portion extends é_long a pattermn of multiple.
stitch paths.

10. (Original) The garment of claim I, wherein the garment upper. portion is
foldable toward the garment lower portion to comprise a folded band on the garment
lower portion.

11. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower portion has a
partial . waistband extending from sidé seams of the garment lower portion wherein the
partial waistband tapers toward the side seams and widens above a wearer's pelvis across
a back side of the garment lower portion.

12. (Original) The garment of claim 1, comprising: knitted tension in the
backside of the garment upper portion providing spinal column and back support for a

wearer of the garment.
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13. (Original) The garment of claim 1, comprising: a series of sewn supporting
stitches in the backside of the garment upper portion providing spinal column and back
support for a wearer of the garment.

14. (Original) The garment of claim I, comprising: a series of sewn supporting
stitches in the backside of the garment upper portion providing spinal column and back
support for a wearer of the garment, wherein the stitches -are arranged along multiple
stitch paths grouped in a hyperbolic pattern, a curved pattern or a truncated; v-shaped
pattern along an axis extending substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section
of the fabric.

15. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein an edge margin of the garment
upper portion is folded over and knitted to an inside of the fabric to provide a perimeter
hem stitch.

16. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein an edge margin of the garment
upper portion is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the fabric to provide a
perimeter hem stitch.

17. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the second torso encircling
circumference comprises stretchable fabric to adjust the girth in conformance with
different body types.

18. (.Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion is a
tubular structure, wherein the tubular structure is shaped and formed as a hyperboloid

cylinder to fit a body type having a tapered torso.
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19. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion is a
tubular structure, wherein the tubular structure is shaped and formed as a straight sided
cylinder to fit a body type having a corresponding shaped torso.

20. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion
comprises a double layer tubular structure, and an inner layer of stretchable fabric
between two layers of the double-layer tubular structure.

21. (Original) The garment of claim I, wherein the garment upper portion
comprises a fabric, and the fabric is doubled back on itself downward to form a double-
layer tubular structure that extends downward for at least a portion of the garment upper
portion, and the layers of the double-layer tubular structure are sewn together with a
tubular perimeter drop stitch.

22. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion
comprises a fabric doubled back on itself downward to form a double-layer tubular
structure that extends downward for at least a pbrtion of the garment upper pdrtion, the
layer of the double-layer tubular structure are sewn together with a tubular perimeter drop
stitch, and an edge margin of the garment upper portion is knitted to an inside of the
fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.

23. (Original) The garment of claim 3, wherein the seamless tubular structure
comprises a fabric doubled back on itself downward to form a double-layer tubular
structure that extends downward for at least a portion of the garment upper portion, the
layers of the double-layer tubular structure are sewn together with a tubular perimeter
drop stitch, and an edge margin of the garment upper portion is folded over and sewn or

knitted to an inside of the fabric to provide a perimeter hem stitch.
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24, (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion is
foldable toward the garment lower portion to provide a folded band on the garment lower
portion to be worn as a garment bottom having no top.

2S5. (Original) The garment of claim 1, wherein tﬁe garment lower portion
comprises one of a pair of trousers and a skirt.

26. (New) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower portion comprises

denim jeans.

27. (New) The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment lower portion comprises

a zipperless fly.

28. (New) The garment of claim 1, wherein the first torso-encircling

circumference recedes downward with a parabolic-shape, said parabolic shape including a

shallow curvature.

29. (New) The garment of claim 28, wherein the belly panel extends at least

partially under the abdomen of the wearer to meet the parabolic receding circumference

of the garment lower portion.
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EXAMINATION FEE
(37 GFR 1.16(0), (p), or (@) N/A N/A N/A N/A 650
TOTAL CLAIMS ) *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 29 minus 20= 9 OR |« 52 - 468
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 1 minus 3 = x 220 = 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $270 ($135 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL 1988
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i = =
s (37 CF% ?.16(i)) Minus = OR |« =
a Independent * Minus | *** =
E (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = OR |« =
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CF% ?.16(i)) OR |x =
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR M _
w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = =
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE RECD ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS|IND CLAIMS
13/161,138 06/15/2011 3765 1988 DMC-10-1220RE 29 1
CONFIRMATION NO. 4808
35811 FILING RECEIPT
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE ORI A AR
000000048321946

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

Date Mailed: 06/21/2011

Receipt is acknowledged of this reissue patent application. The application will be taken up for examination in
due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;
James H. Gardner Ill, Ambler, PA;
Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;
Assignment For Published Patent Application
Destination Maternity Corporation, Philadelphia, PA
Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 35811

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a REI of 11/756,242 05/31/2007 PAT 7,814,575

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/20/2011

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 13/161,138

Projected Publication Date: None, application is not eligible for pre-grant publication
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
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Title

Belly Covering Garment
Preliminary Class

002

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as

page 2 of 3
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
13/161,138 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220RE 4808
35811 7590 12/15/2011
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) | PXAMINER |
ONE LIBERTY PLACE HALE, GLORIA M
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 | ARTUNTE | pams~uvmiR |
3765
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
12/15/2011 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

pto.phil @dlapiper.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) ]::F§rgle(‘; 2(310r]fl))0rati(8)gl
. - Page



Application No. Applicant(s)

13/161,138 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Office Action Summary Examiner AriUnit

GLORIA HALE 3765

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)[J Responsive to communication(s) filedon _____
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
___;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)[X Claim(s) 1-29 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) ______is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[] Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7)X Claim(s) 1-29 is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9)[J Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 15 June 2011 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
12)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

13)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)JAIl b)[]Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) [] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. _
3) X Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) ] Notice of Informal Patent Application
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 6-15-11. 6) |:| Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-11) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20111204,

Target Corporation
EX. 1021 - Page 84



Application/Control Number: 13/161,138 Page 2
Art Unit: 3765

DETAILED ACTION

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails
to identify at least one proper error which is relied upon to support the reissue
application. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414.

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because the
error which is relied upon to support the reissue application is not an error upon which a
reissue can be based. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414.

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective (see 37 CFR

1.175 and MPEP § 1414) because of the following:

Because it did not identify the specific claim which is defective. Applicant has
only broadly listed unclaimed features. However, they did not state as to which claims

were in error.

Claims 1-29 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue declaration
under 35 U.S.C. 251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175.
The nature of the defect(s) in the declaration is set forth in the discussion above

in this Office action.

However, the claims, as best understood, have been examined on their merits.

Target Corporation
EX. 1021 - Page 85



Application/Control Number: 13/161,138 Page 3
Art Unit: 3765

Double Patenting

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir.
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d)
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement.

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with

37 CFR 3.73(b).
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,138 Page 4
Art Unit: 3765

Claims 1-29 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-21 of
copending Application No. 13/161169. Although the conflicting claims are not identical,
they are not patentably distinct from each other because they claim the same pant
garment with the belly panel structure as claimed in claims 1-21.

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the

conflicting claims have not in fact been patented.

Applicant is notified that any subsequent amendment to the specification and/or
claims must comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b). In addition, when any substantive
amendment is filed in the reissue application, which amendment otherwise places the
reissue application in condition for allowance, a supplemental oath/declaration will be

required. See MPEP § 1414.01.

Claims 1-29 would be allowable upon the filing of a proper declaration/oath and
Terminal Disclaimer as outlined above.
None of the cited references, alone or in combination, disclose the garment with
the belly panel that has an upper edge portion located as claimed in claim 1.
Conclusion
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.
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Application/Control Number: 13/161,138 Page 5
Art Unit: 3765

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to GLORIA HALE whose telephone number is (571)272-
4984. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs..

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, KHOA HUYNH can be reached on 571-272-4888. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Gloria Hale/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

* k%
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Notice of References Cited

Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

13/161,138 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Examiner Art Unit

GLORIA HALE 3765 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

cOumr[y)ﬁéﬁiTm'ﬂimfé Code Mmtiitsyy Name Classification
A | US-3,045,676 07-1962 SLATEN JOHN M 606/159
B | US-4,280,229 07-1981 Stein, Paul 2/221
c | US-4,506,390 03-1985 Stern, Marilyn M. 2/221
D | US-5,946,730 09-1999 Blair, Vivia M. 2/227
E | US-6,311,333 11-2001 Batra, Sachin 2/237
F | US-2004/0210987 10-2004 Carney, Ingrid 002/236
G | US-2006/0010571 01-2006 Oakley, Joh 002/227
H | US-7,814,575 10-2010 Hendrickson et al. 21227
| US-7,900,276 03-2011 Hendrickson et al. 2/237
J | US-
K | US-
L | US-
M | US-
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Countsaﬂz%:tm’\ézrggg Code MMIZ??(t\((aYY Country Name Classification
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS
Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)
U
\
w
X

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001)

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

Notice of References Cited

Part of Paper No. 20111204
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination
Search Notes 13161138 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Examiner Art Unit
GLORIA HALE 3765
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Class Subclass Date Examiner
2 69,227,228,238,236-238,211,212,214,243.1
450 155,96-100 12-3-11 gh
SEARCH NOTES
Search Notes Date Examiner
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Class Subclass Date Examiner
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Receipt date: 06/15/2011 13161138 - GAU: 3765

PTO-1449 US DEPARTMENT OF COMMBRCE ATTY. DOCKET HO. SERIAL NO.
N AND TRADEMARK OFFICE DM~

APPLICANT
Lisy A Hendrickson, etal,
LIST OF PUSLICATIONS CITED 8Y APPLICANT : FILING DATE QROUP
{Use several sheets i necessaept erewith
LS PATENT DOUUMENTS »
DBATE | NAME CLASS | SUBCLASS

I ENAMINGR DOCU
BGITTALY

Al

AR

AL
L

Al

AL

AF

Al

AX

AJ

FORFIGN PATENT BOOUMENTS

TRANZLATION

POCUSENT WUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS YESR NEx

OTHER PUBLICATIONS {iat.i’uz‘;ing Anthor, Titls;

s, Perient Paves, Bio)

AR 1 "BOM Spring 2006” - Sketch and measurements of Gap Full Panel Long and Lean pany, Style § 376386, Gap
Maternity Denim, Spring 2006,

AN F BOM Fali 20037 - Sketeh and measuremenss of (id Navy Bootont jean wiPanel Non-Siretel pant, Stvle # 200963
00, Old Navy Women's Maternity, Fall 2003,

AT 1 "BOM Fall 2005" - Sketch and measurements of Gap Roll Panst Modem Ching pant, Style # 313773, Gap
Maternity Wovens, Fall 2005,

SRAVRER [Gloria Halel [ DATE CONSIDERED 12/04/201 ]

PEXAMINER: intttal if publication considered, whethor of not citation 15 4y conformance with MPRP H09: Daw e troueh citation i not i coniortmaee and oot
sonsidend. Include copy of mts form with neg soounesieation w Applicant,

EASTWGE932TTE

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINHBrddd BQpéidtionG.H./
EX. 1021 - Page 92



Receipt date: 06/15/2011 13161138 - GAU: 3765
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AR 1 "Garment Diagrams® - Sketohos and measurenients of varipes Gap c.,mi Old Nayy garments, Stvle Mos.; 324282,
236229, 381008, 2052248405, Fall 2004-Summmer 2005.
AS 1 "Poplin Pant” et al. - Matornity Print Str. Crisp Ctn. Popiin pant, Style # MBTI14A (Ulra Clean Ankle Overbelly),
8R2002,
AT 1 iean Pamt® et al. ~ GAP Women's Full Panel Bootcat sean, Style # 207093, 4/36/2603
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit ¢ 3765 Customer No, 035811
Examiner : (si ria M. Hale

Serial No. : 13/161,13 Docket No.oo DMC-10-1220RE
Filed : Eum 15, 2011

Inventor : Lisa A. Hendrickson

. Tames H. Gardner, 1
; Richard Adelman

Title o BELLY COVERING
; GARMENT

TERMINAL BISCLAIMER

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Bax 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir:

Your Petittoner, Richard L. Cruz, represents that he is patent counsel for Destination
Maternity Corporation, which is the owner of the entire interest in the instant application {Serial No.
13/161,138) filed hune 15, 2011 for BELLY COVERING GARMENT, as evidenced by an
Assignment recorded at Reel 623390, Frame 0079 of the US Patent and Trademark Office records,
and is also the owner of US Application No. 13/161.169 filed June 15, 2011 for BELLY
COVERING GARMENT as evidenced by an Assignment recorded at Reel 023390, Frame 04079 of
the US Patent and Trademark Office records.

Your Petitioner, on behalf of the patent owner, hereby disclaims the terminal part of the

statutory term of any patent to be issued on said instant application which would extend beyond the

expiration date of the full statutory term of any patent granted on US Application No. 13/161,169,

ERGTNAT8734%58 .1
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and hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant application shall be enforceable only for

and during such period that the instant application is commonly owned with US Application Neo.

-3 .’{

T

161,169 and any patent granted thereon, this agreement to run with any patent granted on the

instait application and to be binding upon the grantee, its successors or assigns,

Respectinlly submigted,

Richard L. Cruz

5

£

Pate:

e

By:

-

Richard L, Cruz, Pétent Counsel
Reg. No. 52,783
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INTHE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit D 3768 Custormer No. §35813
Examiner - Gloria M. Hale
Serial New c13/161,138 Docket Noo DMC-10-1220RE

o 137
Filed ;o dune 15. 2011
inventor : i g A, Hendrickson
ames H. Uarfin . 1
icha

3 QARMEN’:

SUPPLEMENTAL REISSUE APPLICATION OATH AND
CONSENTBY T

Parssany o 37 OLER

I, Rorald J. Masciantonie, a citizen of the United States, am the Executive Vice
President angd General Counsel of Destimation Maternity Corporation (CDMC™, and as
such, any authirized W oact on behall of DM,

To the best of my knowledge and understanding, DMC s the sote assignee of the

e “375 Patent),

sniire right, title, and interest in and to US. Patent No. 78143575 {4
1ssued on Oetober 19, 2010
Documentary evidence of a chaip of title of the “373 Palent from the original
owners 10 DMC is recorded in the sssignment records of the US Patent and Trademark
Hhce at Reel (9670, Frame 0483 which shows an assigmment ram the inventors fo
Mothers Worl, Inc., and ai Reel 023390, Frame 007¢ which shows an ass igrinent from
Mothers Wark, Ine. to Destingtion Muaternity Corporation,

To the best of my knowledge and understanding, the inventors listed below are

o

B original and first tnventors of the subject matter which is deseribed and claimed in the

375 Patent. for which a reissue patent i sought, on the invention enfitied BELLY
COVERIMNG GARMENT, the specification of which was filed with the US Patent and
Frademark Office on hme 15, 2011 fogether with a Preliminary Amendment that

incladed newly added claims:

",:.2
f‘)
g
ot
&
7o
P
-
:

boLisa A Hendrickson, a citizen of the United St residing ¢
Cormwaltlis Drive, Mount Laurel, New fersey 08034,
¥

2. Jamegs H. Gardner, Hi, a eitizen of the United States, residing at 1329

Sinstre Drive, Ambler, Pennsylvania 19062, and

EASTUETERN0RE

Target Corporation
EX. 1021 - Page 97



f/J

. Richard Adelnan, a citizen of the United States, residing at 5 Suntish
Point, Greensbore, North Carolina 27445,
1 have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification,
including the claims as amended by the nowly added claims referred to above,

By this declaration, DMC, assignes of the “373 Patent, hereby consents 1o the

‘./:

filing of the present application for the reissue of ULS, Patent No. 7,514,357

To the best of my knowledge and understanding, the original "375 Patent 0 be
wholly or partly inoperative by the reason of the patestee clabming less than it had the
right o glabm. In particajar, isseed Claims 2~ 25 of the <575 Patent afe believed e be
wholly or partly inoperative for failing to explicitly reciie Teatures such as a lower
garment portion comprising denim jeans and/or a zipperless fly. Al errers being
corrected in the reissue application up fo the dme of this declaration arose without
deeeptive infent.

Direct 2l communications about the application to the address associated with
Customer No. 035811, Direct all telephone calls regarding the application 1o Richard L.

b acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability
as defined in 37 CF.R. §1.56.

b hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true
and that ali stalements made on information and beliel are believed to be true; and further
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willfud false statements and the
tike so made are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 VST §1001, and
that such willlid false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any

patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is divected.

s,

e,
e,
e,

:“~?...>
e N
e,
Py
H
!
3
P
H
!
i

R s

Exeoutive Vice President & Gen ra% Counsel
Destination Maternity Corporatio

436 Morth Sth Street
Phitadelphia, PA 19123

EATTWTH3N0ER L

[
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 13161138

Filing Date: 15-Jun-2011

Title of Invention: Belly Covering Garment
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson

Filer: Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220RE

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Sub-Total in

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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. . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Miscellaneous:
Statutory or terminal disclaimer 1814 1 160 160
Total in USD ($) 160
Target Corporation
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 11686749
Application Number: 13161138
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4808
Title of Invention: Belly Covering Garment
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson
Customer Number: 35811
Filer: Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez
Filer Authorized By: Paul A. Taufer
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220RE

Receipt Date: 22-DEC-2011

Filing Date: 15-JUN-2011

Time Stamp: 11:44:54

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Deposit Account
Payment was successfully received in RAM $160
RAM confirmation Number 12691
Deposit Account 502719
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination p%ﬁ@ﬁ(e}bmoraﬁon
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:
Document . . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
400528
1 Terminal Disclaimer Filed TerminalDisclaimer.pdf no 2
636da7579eb50595657a3bb035ce80cc89
4feal
Warnings:
Information:
. . 583892
5 Consent of Assignee accompanying the| SupplementalOathandConsent| no 5
declaration pdf
34acafdbbb434¢91¢32346e859857e18¢831|
8a80
Warnings:
Information:
30089
3 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
f61cba70273f58179f43d923b5aa434f671
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes); 1014509

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Art Uniy 1 3765 Customer Mo, 38811
Fxaminer : Gloria M. Hale
Sertal No. v 13/161,138 Docket No.o DMC-16-1220RE
Filed : Junme 1§, 2011
Investor » Lisa AL Fen&ac\scn

¢ James H. Gardner, i1

: Righard Adelman Confirmation No.: 4808
Title : BELLY COVERING

. GARMENT Dater December 22, 2011

RESPONSE
Commissionsr for Pajents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 223131450

Nir

o~

In response lo the Official Action of December 15, 2011, the Applicants hereby
simultaneously submit & Supplemental Reissue Application Qath and Consent by the Assignee and a
Terminal Disclaimer. Entry into the Officisl Record is respectfilly requested.

As gresult of this Response and the documents referenced above, the Applicants submit that
the instant Application is now in condition for allowance, which action iy respectfully requested.

Respectfully-gibshitted,

Kttemevs ‘0 A; plicants

PATRIC/an
{2153 656-3383

FASTWT575086.2 Target Corporation
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 11690018
Application Number: 13161138
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4808

Title of Invention:

Belly Covering Garment

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Lisa A. Hendrickson

Customer Number:

35811

Filer:

Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez

Filer Authorized By:

Paul A. Taufer

Attorney Docket Number:

DMC-10-1220RE

Receipt Date: 22-DEC-2011
Filing Date: 15-JUN-2011
Time Stamp: 14:32:39

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document . L. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
A d t/Req.R ideration-Aft 149690
1 mendmen €d. heconsigeration- er Response.pdf no 1

Non-Final Reject

al550b%ac6ee8146a7b7cdade3f5201a99d
fd7c

Warnings:

Information:
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Total Files Size (in bytes):| 149690

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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XAMINATION REPORT
NAME OF THE EXAMINATION OFFICE: AUSTRIAN PATENT OFFICE

Apglicant’s or agent’s file reference

- { Apgpilication No. Application filing date ‘{eariiesﬁ} ?ﬁéﬁi’y date
BOCHPIZ008/10811

28 May 2008 {28.05.2008}) 31 May 2007 {31.05.2807}

A;}pﬁ{:»ant
BELLY COVERING GARMENT

1. This is the first 5 second | third [} examination report on this application
2. This REPORT consists of a otal of 8 sheets,

3. This repz:r& Uaf\iams indications refat ing b the following Hems:

L. ﬁ&a&s;saﬁh&mmﬁ ........ retererterees bt e Attt enn e nenerarnens {page Bx. R 2/2)

8. B Priotiy.. o, st b s naas et e en s st ene {page Ex. R 2423
. [] Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step, industrial
applcabliity; .o . eeSreniRrarreseas et nra e ea et A E0E X, R 23
17 ‘.B f.ack of unity of invention ..o v e e n e ee st s st st e et ans s e {pags Ex. R 2/4)
V. Reasoned statement with regard o novelly, inventive step or industrial applicabiiity;
Citationy and explanation supporting such siatement ... e {DGG0 B, R 35}
Wi, ] Certain documents cited .oo.ovevenn. esessesasisssenseres et {page Bx. R 2/8}
Vi {1 Certain defects ity $he applioalion .o oos cerreeeen {pEGE B, R 217}
Vit [ Certain obssrvations of the application......... s o everenns {page Ex. R 2/8)

4. The search report used was lssued by the ISAUS and the date of completion is
§ August 2008. The search repori{s} used fo prepare this Examination Reportis a
prevscms repori{s) {enclosad) f: new search report prepared by the
Ausirian Fatent Offica

Date of request submission | Uate of compieton of fhe
| in the Austian Palent Office  examinalion repor

Date of maiiing of the syamination regort

3 April 2014 11 August 2001 {11.08.2011) 20 September 204
3042001 {20.08.2011)
Name and malling Palerd Expert: Authorized Officer
addrass Name: Roman Strauss
Name: Title: Maiy _ ,
Schifer Edith Signaturale® SETV 0
& &

S SM i = &in privatroofittiches Unternehmen
88 des Sotarreich >5t}rt'n»\*’a tentamies

Ao MB‘“‘ Wl "rf premm St 87,
Facsimite No.: / ﬁf—&m ey
0043 /83424 / 733 )
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Examination Report Application No.: GCC/RIZ008/10814

N Basis of the report {(Exam. R 211}
1. This report has been drawn on the basis of

{1 the application as transmitied with the request from the GCC Office

B the description, page{s) 1-8, S{abstract), as originally filed
page(s) , fled with the reguest from the GCC fo the Auslrian

Patent Office
page(s) ; Tiled with the lalter of
pags{s} « filed with the letler of

X the claimds),  number(s) 1-10, a5 originally filed :
number(s} |, fHled with the request from the GOC to the Austrian
Patent Office
numben(sy |, fled with the lefter of
number(s) -, fled with the letter of

the drawings, figs. 1,1A,2.7, as originally fled
page(s) ; fled with the request! from the GCC to the Ausirian
Patent Office. o : - '
pagels) ; filed with the letter of
page(s} , fHled with the Islier of

2. The amendments have resulted in the canceliation of pagefs}
shesi{s) of drawings/figurss No{s}:
[} This report has been established as ¥ {some of) the amendments had not been made,
singe they have been considerad o go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicatsd in |
the Supplemental Box

3. Additional chservations, if necessany:

5. Prionity (See page txam. R_a/1)

1. X Accepled, as mentioned on page Exam. R 2/1 according fo
B Request Form [ ] Priosity Certificate

2. [ This report has been sstablished as i no priority had been claimed,

{1 This report has been established a8 ¥ no prionity had been claimed due to faliure to
fumish;

[ ] copy of the earlier application whoss priority has been claimed.
{_] transiation thereof & the sariier application whose priority has been claimed.

3. [ This report has been esiablished as ¥ no priority had been claimed due to the fact that
the priarily clabn has been found invalid,

[} Thus for the purposes of this report, the filing date indicated above is considered to be the |
relavant date,
o REE
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Examination Report Application No.: SSQ§F§2§§3§’§ 8841

¥. Reasoned statement with regard {o novelly, inventive step or industrial applicability:
citation and sxplanations supperting such statement {Ses page Exam. R. 2/1)
1. STATEMENT:

Novetty {N) ’ Claimis) 8 YES
Claimis) 18,10 NG

Inventive step (I8} Claim{s) e YES
Olaim(s) T NG

Industial applicabliity (4} Claim(s) 118 YES
Claimis) o NG

2. CITATIONS AND EXFPLANATIONS:
in the Search Repuort, sstablished by 1SS, the foliowing documents are glted:

D11 LS 4508380 A
D21 US 2004/0210087 Al
83 UB 2008/00105871 A
D41 US 8311333 81
D61 US 30408878 A
D6 US 4280228 A

D1 describes a malemity garment comprising & ubs-like waistband portion and a body portion, the
waisthand portion having a pouch-ike vertical exdension at the front and being slastic ang
axpandable and contradiible only in & radis! direction, the body portion Torming the configuration of
the garment and being connected with and extending downward from the waistband portion. The
walsthand postion is formed of a0 slastically shivred muaderial, which is slifched ciroumferantialiy of
the garment with slastic thread. The waistband portion and ths body porion may be formed of the
same woven or kaitted materdal. & hem s formed slong g top edoe of the waisthand portion by
folding the fop adge and slitching, The center of the slastically shirred walstband materiatis cut on
a sures and the pansl is sewn into a tubs with the back sdges belng joined together, {See D, s,
claims 1-4; ol 2, 1.45-61; col3, L3140, 60-68; ool 4, 1.3-15,45-48; Figs.)

02 refers v a straetchable generally cviindical ssamiess maternity garment, simifar o atubs fop o
e worn around & pregnent woman's torso at the waisi. A portion of the height of the band resides
over the pants, while an uppsr portion of the band's height extends above the upper portion of the
pants and angageas against the torso. The elastic band may be worn as 2 single laver or Inlded as
a double layer, i formed of kait fabric and hugs a woman's fower abdomen. {See D2, a.g. claims;
paragraphs 10-14,27,29, Figs.)

33 discloses 3 matemily pant having two waistband somponents sewn logether to formee
sontiguous single walsiband, the first waistband componant having an owler surface of fow
stretchiness and an inner surface of high streichingss, the second waistband component being
made of elastic falwic. {See I3, e.g. diaims; paragraphs 2,13,14; Figs}

D4 is directed towards & pants garment having incorporated a strstohable matedal in the yoke and
the rear section of the walstband. The front portion of the waisiband may be of different material

‘Target Corporation
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than the rear portion. {Ses D4, e.g. abstrach; cleim 1; cal 2, L47-50; col. 3, L1-24; Figs. 1.2}

05 relates to matomity garments comprising a rear and side snoircling pane! unit of elastic fabric
connecied across the lowsr front portion of the garmant by » lower abdomen supporting portion
and an upper front abdomen supporting panal unil. The upper panel unit is formed fo provide a
forward joosenses and pocksting thereof and is made of two-way stretch malerial having
predetermined ines of major sheichabliity In one divection. {Sse D5, 2.g. daims; ol 1, L3283
Figs.}

D& reveals & malemily garment including 2 waist porion, having aiarger front and a vertically
aptionally smaller rear panel of elastically expansible ribed knitled material exdending
circumisrentially slong the walst, and a body povtion integral with the waist porlion forming the
shaps of thae gament. The elastically deformable panels aranged arciing the wailst enables the
waist ragion fo sxpand as the wearer expands, thus enabling the garment to be wom through all
stages of pregnangy. [See D6, e.¢. dlaims,; col.3, 1L6-18; Figs.}

MNoveity and nventive Step:

i prasent claim 1, the terms “garment’, garment upper portion”, “garment lower portion”, “recedes
downward” appear o bs unclear and so atiow many inferpratations, in parficudar, D1-06 refer lo
garments having vpperand ower portions.

The subject matters of present claims 1-8,10 do net appear o be novel or o invadve an inventive
stap, since the given featurss appear {o be desoribad o.g. in D1.02,04,08.

Garmenis with slastic sxpansible confractible belly paneis holding the garment in place and having
downward receding circumferences acmrdmg to present claims 1,2.8 appear fo be disclosed e.g.
in 01,02,D4,05 {see a.g. D1, olalm 1, col 4, L3-15, Figs. 1-3; D2, olaim 1, Fig. 4; D4, olaim 1,

Fig.2; D§, claim 1, Fig. 1)

Seamiess {ubular garment upper portions according fo present dalm 3 sppearfo be showrveg in
02,085,086 (see 5. DY, dalm 1, Fig, 1, paragraph 10; DS, Fig. 1: B8, dlaim 1, Figs.).

Foldable belly panels also reprasenting a.doudle ‘iay@ struclure eccording o present clalims 48,7
gppear o be found a.g. In U108 {see 0.g. I, col3, 131-40; D2, daims 4,9; D3, olaim 1)

Bad iy pansis b&ing wwef‘ oy knitted with eiasﬁc sirands socording to present okalm § are disclossd
8.g. In D106 {see e, g. 81, dlaim 2, U2, paragraph 28, D3, paragraph 15 D4, col.3, 1L14-34, D5,
sald, L83-63; D8, nol.2, | 7-12)

Cradling stfches or knitted fension In the belly par@ avmrdmg o present claim 14 appearto ke
disclosed e.q in 01,0208 (ses e.g. DY, clalm 3 1458, D2, paragraph 14, Fig, 4., DS,
claim 1, Fig. 1L

The subject matier of present claim 8, comprising & garment lower portion having 2 perfial
weistband across the back side appears 1o be novel, since the combination of all features could not
be found in one of documents D108 cited In the Search Raport, but said subjest matter does not
appesar o bear inventive matier, since pariial walstbands as ¢laimead in present clalm @ are shown
&.¢. in D408 and so appear 10 balong to the general state of the art, may be applied without
difficulty and appear (o yield expactable effscts (see D4, eg. col3, 1L5-9; D8, e.g. claims; Fig. 1a).

Summing up, the sublect malters of present claims 1-8,10 do not gppear o be novel or io involve
an inventive siep,; singe said sublect matters appear 10 be described and shows in documents
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D1,02,D4,D5 cited in the Search Report. {n particular, undlear general terms in present claim 1
allow multipls inferpretations of the claimed sublect matiers.

The subject matler of present claim § appears o be novel, since the combination of gl featurss of
said claim could not be found in one of documents D1-D8 cited in the Sesrch Réport, but said
suliect matier does not appesr to bear inventive matler, since i appears o be obvious o an
artisan {o use fealures known i the art, e.g. by the disclosures of D4, D6, and the effect obtaingd
by said combination of features appears fo be expeciable.

industrial Applicabiliy:

The subject matiers of ali present claims 1-10 appear {o be industrially applisable, since they can
ba produced indusirially.

Exam. R2E
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Examination Report Application No.: GCCIP/2008/10911

Vil Ceriain observations on the application {See page Exam. R, 21 }Q

The foliowing observations on the clarity of the claims, description and drawings of on the
guestion whether the claims are fully supported by the description are made:

«®

in present claim 1, the ferms "garment’, “garment upper portion”, “garment inwer porfion” appesr to be
uncisar, comprising @ huge number of possible embodiments {see a4, present description,
paragraphs 17-20; Figs.)
in present claim 1, iast line, the term “recsdes downward” appears {0 be unclear {oonfiguration, exdent,
piace, area 7 ic.} and 50 is open for differsnt inferpretations (see £.g. prasent desoription, paragraph
20, ' ' :

Exam. R. 2/8
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Inventor ; Lisa A. Hendrickson
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patenis
B0 Box 1450

Washingion, D.C. 20231-1456
S

x

(8

The Applicants enclose Formy PTO-1449 which Hsts relevant US publications, A copy of

the Examination Report from corresponding Gulf Cooperation Conncll Applicstion No.
20081691 1 issned by the Austrian Patent Office is also enclosed. The documents are subminted
under 37 CFR §1.56. The publications are believed related in view of their mention in the

Examination Report and the (OMficial Action lssued in corresponding 1S Application Ne.

13/161,169 {or the roasons stated.

The Applicants respectinlly request that this Supplementsl Information Disclosure
Statement be officially entered into the file of this case and that appropriate notification be made
that i was considered by the Examiner

Respecthi ii } submitied,

Richard L. Criwz
Reg. Ko, 52\"83
Attorney for Applicants

.,
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Approved/Disapproved by:
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[ X] The person who signed the terminal disclaimer:

[ ] has failed to state his/her capacity to sign for the business entity. (See FP 14.28)

[ ]is not recognized as an officer of the assignee. (See FP 14.29)

[ X]does not have power of attorney. (FP 14.29.01)
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New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARYK OFFICE

Art Unit 1 3785 Cuvtomer No. 838813
Exsminer ¢ Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. ¢ 13/161,138 Trocket No.: DMC-IH-1220RE
Filed : Rane 15, 2013

Inventor : Liss &, Hendrickson

 James ¥, Gordnee, I
: Richard Adelman

Title : BELLY COVERING
: GARMENT

1, Ronald J, Masciantonio, & citizen of the United States, am the Executive Vice
President apd General Counsel of Destination Matemity Corporation ("DMC™}, and as
such, am authorized 10 act on behalf of DMC,

To the best of suy knowledgs and undersianding, MU {s the sole assignee of the
entive right, title, and juterest in and to U.S. Patent No. 7,814,575 (the 575 Patent),
tasued on October 19, 2016

Documentary evidence of & chain of ttle of the ‘575 Patent from the original
owners to DMC is recorded in the assignment vecords of the US Patent and Trademark
Offics 5t Reel §19670, Frame 0495 which shows an sssignment froms the inventors o
Mothers Work, Inc., sad st Reel 023390, Frame (079 which shows an assignment from
Mothers Work, Inc. to Destination Matersiity Corporation.

To the best of my knowledge and understanding, the inventors listed below awe
the original and first inventors of the subject mager which is described and claimed nthe
“$74 Patent, for which a reissue paient is sought, on the invention entidied BELLY
COVERING GARMENT, the specification of which was filed with the US Patent and
Trademark Office on June 15, 2011 together with a Preliminary Amendment that
included newly added claims: |

1. Lisa A, Hendrickson, a citizen of the United Siates, residing at 791
Corpwallis Drive, Mount Lauel, New Jersey GBU54;

2. James H. Gazdner, I, a citizen of the United States, residing at 1329
Sgnire Drive, Ambler, Peansylvania 19803; and

BASTHBAHIZIS
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3, Richard Adelman, & citizen of the United Siates, residing a1 § Sunfish
Point, Greensbore, North Carolina 27433,

1 have soviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification,
including the claires as amended by the newly added claims referred to sbove.

By this declaration, DMC, sssignee of the *575 Patent, herehy consents to the
iiting of the present application for the reissue of U.8. Patent No. 7,814,575,

To the begt of my knowledge and understanding, the original *575 Patent to be
wholly ov partly inoperative by the roason of the patentee claiming less than 1t had the
right to claim. In particular, issued Clalims 2 ~ 25 of the *575 Patent are believed to be
wholly or partly incperative for fuiling to sxplicitly reclie features such 85 & Jower
garment porlion comprising denim jeans andfor s zipperless fiy.  All errors being
corrected in the refssue application up to the time of this declarstion avese withow
deceptive intent.  Every emror in the patont which was comrected in the present reissue
application, and iz not coversd by the prior declaration submilted in this application,
arose withom! any deceptive intention on the pant of the Applicant.

Direct all communicstions sbowt the application to the addross sssociated with
Customer No. 035811, Divect gl telephone calls regarding the application io Richand L.
Cruz st 215-656-2446.

: { acknowisdge the duty fo disclose informmtion which is material to patentabifity
#s defined In 37 CR.R, §1.56.

{ hereby declare that all statements wade hereln of my own knowledge are true
aad that all siatements made on informetion and belief are believed to be true; and Ruther
that these statemnents were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the
{ike so made gre punishable by fine and imprisonmsent, or both, under 18 USC §1061, and
that such willful false siatements may jeopardize the validity of the spplication, any
patent issuin g}hsreﬁn, or any patent 1o wiich this declaration is directed.

M NN,
A o M
o AR . SLY

— , 413
| T~ pa &}gé,g j h
% phali ], Sasaniomo, B 1 1
Extoutive Viee President & General Counsel
Destination Maternity Corporation
456 North 5th Strest
Philadeiphis, ¥4 19123

EASTMSI 10385

3
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit P 3763 Customer No, §35811
Examiner v Gloria M, Hale

Rerial No. ¢ 13/161,138 Docket No.: DMO-10-1220RE
Filed : June 15, 201
Inventor v Lisa A, Hendrickson
N H. Gardrer, Il
. Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 4808
Title » BELLY COVERING
o GARMENT Date: April 268, 2012

TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Commissioner for Patents
P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sig;

Applicants hereby submit an executed Supplemental Reissue Application Oath and Consent

by the Assignee. Entry into the Official Record is respectfully requested.

[

As aresult of this submission, the Applicants submit that the instant Application s now in

i
¥

a

Richard L. Cruz
Reg, No. 32,783
Attorney for Applicants
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

35811 7590 06/05/2012 | EXAMINER |
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM
ONE LIBERTY PLACE
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3765

DATE MAILED: 06/05/2012

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

13/161,138 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220RE 4808

TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional NO $1740 $0 $0 $1740 09/05/2012

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now

Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)

and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (f required) and 1/2
the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3 :
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commlssmner for Patents
P.O.Box 1
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
ppropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
1cated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

malntenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

35811 7590 06/05/2012
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
ONE LIBERTY PLACE Staies Postal Service with sofficiont postage or st closs mail in an cavelope
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
13/161,138 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220RE 4808
TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT
| APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional NO $1740 $0 $0 $1740 09/05/2012
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
HALE, GLORIAM 3765 002-227000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). . 1
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
| Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . ! . 2
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ndividuat Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
(] Advance Order - # of Copies (1 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. . Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will v. epending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent toalt'f}lle Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandgrla Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commlss1oner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Tarf%et Corgoration
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
13/161,138 06/15/2011 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220RE 4808
35811 7590 06/05/2012 | EXAMINER |
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM
ONE LIBERTY PLACE
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3765

DATE MAILED: 06/05/2012

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

A reissue patent is for "the unexpired part of the term of the original patent." See 35 U.S.C. 251. Accordingly, the
above-identified reissue application is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5§ U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . 13/161,138 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Notice of Allowablllty Examiner Art Unit
GLORIA HALE 3765

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [ This communication is responsive to 1-3-12Amendment/T.D and 4/26/12 OATH.

2. [] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-29.

4. [ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a) [ Al b) [] Some* c¢)[]None of the:
1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __
Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements

noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

6. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
(a) [0 including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached
1) [ hereto or 2) [J to Paper No./Mail Date .

(b) [0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. ] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [ Notice of Informal Patent Application
2. [[] Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. [] Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

3. X Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. [ Examiner's Amendment/Comment

Paper No./Mail Date 1-03-12
4. [J Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. [ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

of Biological Material

9. [] Other )

/Gloria Hale/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20120116
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination
Search Notes 13161138 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Examiner Art Unit
GLORIA HALE 3765
SEARCHED
Class Subclass Date Examiner
2 69,227,228,238,236-238,211,212,214,243.1
450 155,96-100 12-3-11 gh
all updated 1-16-12 gh
SEARCH NOTES
Search Notes Date Examiner
inv name srch;ids flag clred;review related apps for DP 12-3-11 gh
litigation srch in file
INTERFERENCE SEARCH
Class Subclass Date Examiner
east brs srch 1-16-12 gh
hist in file

/GLORIA HALE/

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3765

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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STIC Database Tracking Number: 378913

To: GLORIA HALE From: TERRENCE SOLOMON
Location: RND-7D79 Location: EIC3700

Art Unit: 3765 RND-8B31

Monday, November 21, 2011 Phone: (571)272-3509

Case Serial Number: 13/161138 terrence.solomon@uspto.gov

Search Notes

US Pat. 7814575 was not involved in any current or past federal court cases.
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e Courtlink (0)
o Lit Alert (0)
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Get Drawing Sheet 1 ¢f 8
Access PDF of Oiticial Patent ©
Order Palent File History / Wrapper from REEDFANE
Link to Claims Section

Coichar 18, 2010
Bally covermg garment
REISSUE:

June 15, 2011 - Raissue Application filsd, Ex. Gp.: 3765; Re. SN 13/181,138 , (O.G. July 12,
20113

APPL-NQ: 758242 (11}
FILED-DATE: May 31, 2007
GRANTED-DATE: Qclober 18, 2610
LEGAL-REP: DLA Fiper LLP (U3}
LEGAL-8TATUS:

August 3, 2007 - ASSIGNMENT
October 18, 2000 - ASSIGNMENT

FRIM-EXMR: Hale, Glorig

CORE TERMS: garment, fabric, tubular, belly, panel, torso, abdomen, siitch, stretchabls,
seam, parimester, body types, trousers, sewn, circumisrence, ancirdiing, pragnancy, knitted,
worn, elastically, elastic, layer, expansinle, dowrnward, waarer, woven, waistoand, covering,
girth, band

Sourca: Legals / .../ » Utility, Design and Plant Patents (&)

Terms: paine= 78145875 (Suggest Terms for My Saarch)

View: Gustom
Segments: Asst-exmr, Cert-corraction, Exmr, Legal-rep, Legal-status, Lit-reex, Prim-exmyr, Resxam-
litigate, Helssua, Beissue-comment

Date/Time: Monday, November 21, 2011 - :34 &AM EST

Avout LendsNexis | Frivasy Folicy | Terms & Conditions | Coniact Us
Copyright © 2011 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Hasevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

BIB DATA SHEET
CONFIRMATION NO. 4808

SERIAL NUMBER FILINgAgI)_rE 371(c) CLASS GROUP ART UNIT ATTORN'\IJE(\)(.DOCKET
13/161,138 06/15/2011 002 3765 DMC-10-1220RE
RULE
APPLICANTS

Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;
James H. Gardner IlI, Ambler, PA;
Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;

** CONTINUING DATA *+*+essssmiimiinbiohbikins
This application is a REI of 11/756,242 05/31/2007 PAT 7,814,575

*k FOREIGN APPLICATIONS kkkkhkdkhkhkhhhkhkhhkhkkhkhkkd
** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **

06/20/2011
Foreign Priority claimed U ves Wno STATEOR | SHEETS TOTAL |INDEPENDENT
35 USC 119(a-d) conditions met D Yes QNO D M?Sv?gr?ée COUNTRY DRAWINGS CLAIMS CLAIMS
Verified and / Gloria Hale /
Acknowledged Examiners Signature nials NJ 8 29 1
ADDRESS

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

UNITED STATES

TITLE
Belly Covering Garment

|0 All Fees
10 1.16 Fees (Filing)

FEES: Authority has been given in Paper |
FILING FEE i i
RECEIVED |No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT (2 1.17 Fees (Processing Ext. of ime) I

1988 No. for following: |EI 1.18 Fees (Issue)
|EI Other
|0 Credit

BIB (Rev. 05/07).
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unt . 3765 Customer Neo, §35811
Examiner : Gloria M. Hale
Serial Mo. > 13/161,138 Docket No.o DMC-10-1220RE
Filed o June 13, 2011
Inventor ; Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner, {1

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.. 4808
Title : BELLY COVERING

: GARMENT Date: January 3, 2012

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patenis
B0 Box 1450

Washingion, D.C. 20231-1456
S

x

(8

The Applicants enclose Formy PTO-1449 which Hsts relevant US publications, A copy of

the Examination Report from corresponding Gulf Cooperation Conncll Applicstion No.
20081691 1 issned by the Austrian Patent Office is also enclosed. The documents are subminted
under 37 CFR §1.56. The publications are believed related in view of their mention in the

Examination Report and the (OMficial Action lssued in corresponding 1S Application Ne.

13/161,169 {or the roasons stated.

The Applicants respectinlly request that this Supplementsl Information Disclosure
Statement be officially entered into the file of this case and that appropriate notification be made
that i was considered by the Examiner

Respecthi ii } submitied,

Richard L. Criwz
Reg. Ko, 52\"83
Attorney for Applicants

.,

Eﬁ Ainw
i 5} 65()-;%36
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | ;316113 HENDRIGKSON ET AL.
GLORIA HALE 3765
ORIGINAL INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED

2 227 Ala|l1]|D 9/000 | A | 4 1 | D 13/ 00 (2006.01.01)
CROSS REFERENCE(S)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)
450 155
X Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O CPA O T.b. O R.1.47
Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original

1 17

2 18

3 19

4 20

5 21

6 22

7 23

8 24

9 25

10 26

11 27

12 28

13 29

14

15

16
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:
29

(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/GLORIA HALE/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3765 1-16-12 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 26 3

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20120116
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 12937540
Application Number: 13161138
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4808
Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson
Customer Number: 35811
Filer: Thomas Daniel Christenbury/Carol Coney
Filer Authorized By: Thomas Daniel Christenbury
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220RE

Receipt Date: 05-JUN-2012

Filing Date: 15-JUN-2011

Time Stamp: 14:42:07

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Deposit Account
Payment was successfully received in RAM $1740
RAM confirmation Number 1089
Deposit Account 502719
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination p%ﬁ@ﬁ(e}bmoraﬁon
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document . L. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)

223106

1 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter transmittalletter.pdf no 2

719657¢9¢5feb74278cd5655f4a8ebb4e 71|
6dec

Warnings:

Information:

170059
2 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) FormPTOL85.pdf no 1

83a01077e5e22a89a0b908198edcbb08cef
4237d

Warnings:

Information:

30350
3 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2

c165fef0b8df15418ea2931558552c4d0084]

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes); 423515

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 13161138

Filing Date: 15-Jun-2011

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson

Filer: Thomas Daniel Christenbury/Carol Coney
Attorney Docket Number: DMC-10-1220RE

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sullaj-s'l's(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Utility Appl issue fee 1501 1 1740 1740

Extension-of-Time:
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o ) Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1740
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL '

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to; Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FREE (if required). Blocks 1 through § should be completed where

gtpé)ropnale. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

Rapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

35811 7590 06/05/2012
IP GROUP OF DL A PIPER LLP (US) ) Certificate of Mailing or Transmission ' '
ONE LIBERTY PLACE States Posal Service Wik otfctont posage for Bt Soes e Vi the United
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. l CONFIRMATION NO.
13/161,138 06/15/2011 ‘ Lisa A, Hendrickson DMC-10-1220RE 4808
TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT
I APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY I ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE l PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE I DATE DUE
nonprovisional NO $1740 S0 $0 $1740 09/05/2012
I EXAMINER l ART UNIT | crasssuscass I
HALE, GLORIAM 3765 002-227000
1. Change of co d ddress or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printin, the patent front page, list
& 1%%3), rrespondence address or indicatio ee ( or printing on the p .IOI] page, lis . DLA Piper LLP (US)
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
[ "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If noname is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3,11, Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
Destination Maternity Corporation Philadelphia, PA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : H Individual K1 Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
3 1ssue Fee A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) N Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies E] The Director is hereby authorized to charge tljg 6eqlﬂ'?<if§e§s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number - enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indigat’ed above)
da Applicant claims SMALL ENTI’I:}{/slatus. See 37 CFR 1.27. b, Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Eee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Pagéht and Trademark-Offiee..

/\ r/// | pae  June 5, 2012

35,703

Authorized Signature

Typed or printed name ]7 ul A} . Taufe Registration No.

This collection of information Js required by 37 CFR 1.3y k. The information is required to obtain or retain a bencfit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentialityfis goverfied by 35 U.S.C.\?2 and 37 CFR 1,14, This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application Clorm to the USPTOJTime will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or su gestions fdr redyCing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virgini§)22813-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450:

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S, DFIEARTMFTNEOF COMMERCE
arget Corporation
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks ! through 5 should be completed where

appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

indicaled unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission,

35811 7590 06/05/2012
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) . Certificate of Mailing or Transmission ) '
ONB LIBERTY PLACE Staics Fostal Service with suTciont postage for Hist ioes el i an snostone
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO, FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION NO.
13/161,138 06/15/2011 ) Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC-10-1220RE 4808
TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT
l APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY l ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATEDUE
nonprovisional NO $1740 $0 30 $1740 09/05/2012
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | crasssuscrass |
HALE, GLORIAM 3765 002-227000
ép(}?{hzlif)?’gg;))'f correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent f.ront page, list | DLA Piper LLP (U S)
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. _ (2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
() "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no nameis 3
Number is required, listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
Destination Maternity Corporation Philadelphia, PA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual & Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
(& 1ssue Fee [J A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) a Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies B The Director is hereby authorized to charge the requjred fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
P overpayment, to Depgsit Account Number l’g()_Lﬂr.?tié (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
da Applicant claims SMALL ENTI’I}/stalus. See 37 CFR 1.27. (N Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status, See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication F¢e (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Peu‘g t and Trademask-Offiee.,

Authorized Signature /A / Date June 5, 2012

35,703

Typed or printed name ]?;éul AI . Taufe Registration No.

an application. Confidentialityfis govephed by 35 U.S.C.\ 22 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed appljcation form to the USPTOuUTime will vary dej nding upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to com;;)lete
this form and/or su gestions far redycing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandgna, Virgini3 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-14507

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

This collection of information fs requiér/ef by 37 CEFR 1.3{ . The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMME_RCE
Target Corporation
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811
Examiner . Gloria M. Hale
Serial No. : 13/161,138 Docket No.: DMC-10-1220RE
Filed : June 15, 2011
Inventor . Lisa A. Hendrickson
. James H. Gardner, III
. Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 4808
Title : BELLY COVERING Not. of Allow.: 06/05/12
' . GARMENT Date: June 5, 2012
TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

Applicants submit herewith Form PTOL-85B,

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the $1740.00 fee to Deposit Account No. 50-
2719 to cover the fee for payment of the issue fee,

The Commissioner is also authorized to charge any additional fees to Deposit Account

No. 50-2719. L

i
Patil A. Taufkr
Rég. No. 35,7
PAT/ce ’
(215)656-3385

EAST\8583299.1
Target Corporation
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE | PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
13/161,138 07/24/2012 REA43531 DMC-10-1220RE 4808
35811 7590 07/04/2012
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

A reissue patent is for "the unexpired part of the term of the original patent." See 35 U.S.C. 251. Accordingly,
the above-identified reissue application is not eligible for Patent Term Extension or Adjustment under 35
U.S.C. 154(b).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;
James H. Gardner III, Ambler, PA;
Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
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