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OS. Patent and Trademark Office. US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Peerwork Reduction Act of 1995 no narcotic are reuired to res end to a collection of information unless it dis-Ia s a valid OMB control number.
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UTILITY

PATENT APPLICATION

TRANSMITTAL

  
(Only for new nonprovisionai applications under 3? CFR 15303)) Express Mail Label No. via E-Filing

APPLICATION ELEMENTS ADDRESS TO: 331355333? fur Patents
See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents, Alexandria VA 223134459

1-. Fee Transmittal Form (es-i PTO/SW17) ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS

1:} (Submit an original and a duplicate for fee processing)2. A l' nti'mssmal nl sat .
SfiggiaCFcRatz7. l e tty t as 9. [:1 Assignment Papers (ooversheet & dooument{s))

3. Specification {Total Pages it
Both the claims and abstract must start on a new page
{For information on the pieien'ed arrangement, see MPEP 608.01ia})

4. Drawingls) (35 USO. 113) [Total Sheets 8 Mothers Work inc. (filed in parent}

5. Oath or Declaration [Total Sheets 5 10. El 37 CFR 3.73m) Statement .Powor of
a. I Newly executed (original or copy) . (when there is an assignee) Attorney
b. A copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d))

for continuation/divisional with Box 18 completed) 11. 1:] English Translation Document (if applicable)
i. DELETION OF lNVENTORtS)

Siened statement attached deleting invenloltS) 12. InfoETtlon Disclosure Statement (PTO/solos or PTO—1449)name in the prior application, see 37 CFR - . .
1-63td)(2l and 1330» Copies of Citations attached

Name of Assignee

5. El Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1.76 .3. [3 Preliminary Amendment

7. {:1 CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate. large table or 14. D Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503)
Egfigggfgggfif‘égnw’” (Should be specifically itemized)

3. Nucleotide andlor Amino Acid Sequence Submission 15- [:3 Certified COPY ‘3“ Priority Documenfls)
(if ap iicable. items a. — c. are required) (if foreign priority ’5 olalmed)
a. Computer Readable Form (CRF)
b. Specification Sequence Listing on: 16. D Nonpublication Request under 35 {3.8.0. t22(b)(2){l3)(i).Applicant must attach form PTO/SBl35 or equivaient.

i. [:1 cab-ROM or CD-R {2 copies); or
it. [:3 Paper 17. mother:

6. [:1 Statements verifying identity of above copies
18. If a CONTéNUENG APPLICATION. Check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in the first sentence of the

specification following the title. or in an Application Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1. 76:

Continuation [:3 Divisional El Continuation«§n«pert(CIP) of prior application No:1.1/255.242..........m...

I Priorapplicationlnfon‘nation: Examiner nag Alt Unit: 3 9

19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS

The address associated with Customer Number: 08933 OR C] Correspondence address below
Name

-—
-_‘_
“—-

m -

 

 
Name . I I ' '
Print/T e Gerald K. Kita

This collection of intormation is required by 37 CPR 1.53(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
US?TO to process) an application, Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CPR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wétl vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form andlor suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief Information Officer.
US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce. PO. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. PD. Box1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1—800-PTO—9199 and select option 2.
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PTOISBHT {to—or)
Approved for use through 06l301‘2010. 0MB 0651-0032

0.8. Patent and Yields-mark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
erwork Reduction Act of €995 no versons are ro-uired to res-0nd to a collection of information onless it dis-Ia s a valid OMB control number

Effective on 12/oe'2004. Complete if Known
Fees pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (HR, 4818).

FEE TRANSMITTAL
For FY 2003

_ D Applicant claims smaii entity status. See 37 CFR 127

I TOTAL AMOUNT OF FAYMENT ($) 1030.00

METHOD OF PAYMENT (Check all that appiy)

[:IChock I:I Credit Card I:IMoncy Order I:INone DOthcr {please identify):
DepositAccount Daposii Account Number:_0fl;1_6Z9_______ Deposit Account Name: DUANE MORRIS LLP

For the above-identified deposit account the Disector is hereby authorized to: (check all that appiy}

Charge f"93(5) indicated below l:l Charge fee(s) indicated betow, except for the filing fee
Charge any additionaifeets) or underpayments of feels) f Credit an over a me ts
under 37 CFR 1.16 and r.17 y p y ”

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card
information and authorization on PTO-2038.

FEE CALCULATION

1. BASIC FiLiNG, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES

Undesthe Pa-
    

  
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
  
 
 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

 
  

  
 

 

Application Number

Filing Date Herewith

 First Named Inventor Hendrickson, Lisa A,

 

 

Examiner Name

Art Unit

Attorney Docket No.  
 

98114-00489

 

 

 
FILINGSFEEIISE t SEARCH FEES EXAMINATION FEESma M t! S II E ft! 3 II E t‘gg

Agpiioation Tme Fee i§1 Fee I§I Fee Ifil mggE—Enli Fee (fl mFaeg [glI Fees Paid {$1
Utility 310 155 510 255 210 105 1030
Design 210 105 100 50 130 65

Plant 230 105 310 155 i60 80

Reissue 310 155 510 255 620 310

Provisionai 210 105 0 0 0 0

2. EXCESS CLAlM FEES my
Fee Description fEfiJfl Fee ($1
Each claim-over 20 (including Reissues) 50 25
Each independent ciaim over 3 (including Reissues) 210 105
Muitiplc dependent claims 370 £85

Total Claims Extra Claims Fee is) Fee Paid (st Multiple Dependent Claims
gt) - 20 or HP = x = Fee 1&1 Fee Paid I§l

HP w highest number of total claims paid for, iigreater than 20. O
indep. Ciaims Extra Claims Fee {fl Fee Paid lg)

2 - 3 or HP = x "—"
HP = highest number of independent claims paid for, if greater than 3.

3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper (excluding electronically filed sequence or computer
iistings under 37 CFR 1.52(e)), the application size fee due is $260 {$i30 for small entity) for each additional 50

sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41%)(1XG) and 37 CFR Liégs).Total Sheets Extra Sheets Num er of each additional 50 or raction thereof Fee i§i Fee Paid {fl
019 — 100 = Q [50 = _0__ {round up to a whole number) x W= __

4. OTHER FEEIS) Fees Paid [fl

 NonwEnglish Specification, $130 fee (no small entity discount) 0

Other (e.g., tote filing surcharge):

“— . II'I ,- I . - I I Reagistrtion No. I II II I I TereI hone

Name (Print/TYPE) GetaldKKita We '- z ' ' t

This ooiieciion of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is! file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiaiiiy is governed by 35 0.5.0, 122 31d 37' CFR 1.14. ”this collection is estimated to late 30 minutes to complete.
including gathering, preparing. and submitting the completed appiécaiion form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this term endlor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chiet iniorrnatéon Officer. 0.5. Patent
and Trademark Otfice. US. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
AoDRess. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call T-BOO-PTO-Q‘IQQ and select option 2.
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PTOiSBlUS (Di-Di”)
Approved for use through OBISOJ‘ZDW. 0MB 0651-0032

OS. Patent and Trademark Office. US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Peerwork Reduction Act of 1995 no narcotic are reuired to res end to a collection of information unless it dis-Ia s a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket No. D81 1400489  
 
 
 

 
  
 

  
 

UTILITY

PATENT APPLICATION

TRANSMITTAL

  
(Only for new nonprovisionai applications under 3? CFR 15303)) Express Mail Label No. via E-Filing

APPLICATION ELEMENTS ADDRESS TO: 331355333? fur Patents
See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents, Alexandria VA 223134459

1-. Fee Transmittal Form (es-i PTO/SW17) ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS

1:} (Submit an original and a duplicate for fee processing)2. A l' nti'mssmal nl sat .
SfiggiaCFcRatz7. l e tty t as 9. [:1 Assignment Papers (ooversheet & dooument{s))

3. Specification {Total Pages it
Both the claims and abstract must start on a new page
{For information on the pieien'ed arrangement, see MPEP 608.01ia})

4. Drawingls) (35 USO. 113) [Total Sheets 8 Mothers Work inc. (filed in parent}

5. Oath or Declaration [Total Sheets 5 10. El 37 CFR 3.73m) Statement .Powor of
a. I Newly executed (original or copy) . (when there is an assignee) Attorney
b. A copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d))

for continuation/divisional with Box 18 completed) 11. 1:] English Translation Document (if applicable)
i. DELETION OF lNVENTORtS)

Siened statement attached deleting invenloltS) 12. InfoETtlon Disclosure Statement (PTO/solos or PTO—1449)name in the prior application, see 37 CFR - . .
1-63td)(2l and 1330» Copies of Citations attached

Name of Assignee

5. El Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1.76 .3. [3 Preliminary Amendment

7. {:1 CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate. large table or 14. D Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503)
Egfigggfgggfif‘égnw’” (Should be specifically itemized)

3. Nucleotide andlor Amino Acid Sequence Submission 15- [:3 Certified COPY ‘3“ Priority Documenfls)
(if ap iicable. items a. — c. are required) (if foreign priority ’5 olalmed)
a. Computer Readable Form (CRF)
b. Specification Sequence Listing on: 16. D Nonpublication Request under 35 {3.8.0. t22(b)(2){l3)(i).Applicant must attach form PTO/SBl35 or equivaient.

i. [:1 cab-ROM or CD-R {2 copies); or
it. [:3 Paper 17. mother:

6. [:1 Statements verifying identity of above copies
18. If a CONTéNUENG APPLICATION. Check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in the first sentence of the

specification following the title. or in an Application Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1. 76:

Continuation [:3 Divisional El Continuation«§n«pert(CIP) of prior application No:1.1/255.242..........m...

I Priorapplicationlnfon‘nation: Examiner nag Alt Unit: 3 9

19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS

The address associated with Customer Number: 08933 OR C] Correspondence address below
Name

-—
-_‘_
“—-

m -

 

 
Name . I I ' '
Print/T e Gerald K. Kita

This collection of intormation is required by 37 CPR 1.53(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
US?TO to process) an application, Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CPR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wétl vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form andlor suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief Information Officer.
US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce. PO. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. PD. Box1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1—800-PTO—9199 and select option 2.
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PTOISBHT {to—or)
Approved for use through 06l301‘2010. 0MB 0651-0032

0.8. Patent and Yields-mark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
erwork Reduction Act of €995 no versons are ro-uired to res-0nd to a collection of information onless it dis-Ia s a valid OMB control number

Effective on 12/oe'2004. Complete if Known
Fees pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (HR, 4818).

FEE TRANSMITTAL
For FY 2003

_ D Applicant claims smaii entity status. See 37 CFR 127

I TOTAL AMOUNT OF FAYMENT ($) 1030.00

METHOD OF PAYMENT (Check all that appiy)

[:IChock I:I Credit Card I:IMoncy Order I:INone DOthcr {please identify):
DepositAccount Daposii Account Number:_0fl;1_6Z9_______ Deposit Account Name: DUANE MORRIS LLP

For the above-identified deposit account the Disector is hereby authorized to: (check all that appiy}

Charge f"93(5) indicated below l:l Charge fee(s) indicated betow, except for the filing fee
Charge any additionaifeets) or underpayments of feels) f Credit an over a me ts
under 37 CFR 1.16 and r.17 y p y ”

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card
information and authorization on PTO-2038.

FEE CALCULATION

1. BASIC FiLiNG, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES

Undesthe Pa-
    

  
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
  
 
 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

 
  

  
 

 

Application Number

Filing Date Herewith

 First Named Inventor Hendrickson, Lisa A,

 

 

Examiner Name

Art Unit

Attorney Docket No.  
 

98114-00489

 

 

 
FILINGSFEEIISE t SEARCH FEES EXAMINATION FEESma M t! S II E ft! 3 II E t‘gg

Agpiioation Tme Fee i§1 Fee I§I Fee Ifil mggE—Enli Fee (fl mFaeg [glI Fees Paid {$1
Utility 310 155 510 255 210 105 1030
Design 210 105 100 50 130 65

Plant 230 105 310 155 i60 80

Reissue 310 155 510 255 620 310

Provisionai 210 105 0 0 0 0

2. EXCESS CLAlM FEES my
Fee Description fEfiJfl Fee ($1
Each claim-over 20 (including Reissues) 50 25
Each independent ciaim over 3 (including Reissues) 210 105
Muitiplc dependent claims 370 £85

Total Claims Extra Claims Fee is) Fee Paid (st Multiple Dependent Claims
gt) - 20 or HP = x = Fee 1&1 Fee Paid I§l

HP w highest number of total claims paid for, iigreater than 20. O
indep. Ciaims Extra Claims Fee {fl Fee Paid lg)

2 - 3 or HP = x "—"
HP = highest number of independent claims paid for, if greater than 3.

3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper (excluding electronically filed sequence or computer
iistings under 37 CFR 1.52(e)), the application size fee due is $260 {$i30 for small entity) for each additional 50

sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41%)(1XG) and 37 CFR Liégs).Total Sheets Extra Sheets Num er of each additional 50 or raction thereof Fee i§i Fee Paid {fl
019 — 100 = Q [50 = _0__ {round up to a whole number) x W= __

4. OTHER FEEIS) Fees Paid [fl

 NonwEnglish Specification, $130 fee (no small entity discount) 0

Other (e.g., tote filing surcharge):

“— . II'I ,- I . - I I Reagistrtion No. I II II I I TereI hone

Name (Print/TYPE) GetaldKKita We '- z ' ' t

This ooiieciion of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is! file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiaiiiy is governed by 35 0.5.0, 122 31d 37' CFR 1.14. ”this collection is estimated to late 30 minutes to complete.
including gathering, preparing. and submitting the completed appiécaiion form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this term endlor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chiet iniorrnatéon Officer. 0.5. Patent
and Trademark Otfice. US. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
AoDRess. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call T-BOO-PTO-Q‘IQQ and select option 2.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Attorney Docket Number:

Filed as Large Entity

Utility Filing Fees

Description

Basic Filing:

Utility application filing

Utility Search Fee

Utility Examination Fee

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Patent-Appeals—and-lnterference:

BELLY COVERING GARMENT

LISA A. HENDRICKSON

Gerald K. Kita./Mary La Grange

D8114-00489

1 510 5101111

1311 



Target Corporation
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Sager"

Post -A| Iowance-and-Post-Issu ance:

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($) 1030
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Complete if Known SUBSTITUTE for form 1449A/PTO

  
  

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

  {use as many sheets as necessary)

 

    
   U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS  

. . Document Number . . Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where '

51%;?” $9 Number-Kind Code [if Pfifl‘fig‘fly’zfie Applicant of Cited Relevant Passages or Relevant
‘ known Document Figures Appear

A U82006/0010571 01/09/2006 Oakle  

 
 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

I F-orein Patent Document I I I Pagse. Coiumns.
Examiner ' Publication Date Name of Patentee or Lines

~ - l MM-DD-YYY Applicant of Cited Where Relevant
““9335 - Country Code—Number—Klnd Code {ltlmown} Document Passages or FiguresA ueer

 
_——-
-——-.

-_—-;

OTHER PRIOR ART m NON PATENT UTERATURE DOCUMENTS

include name of the author (in CAPETAL LETTERS), titie of the article (when approparit)nt,itie of the I I
item (book. magazine, journal. serial, symposium, catalog. etc), date, page(s). voicme-iseue

_ number s oublisher cit and/or count where aubléshed

1 in the Oven’s InvisiBeliym Jeans, Trade Literature, 2/26/2008, http://www. I
1intheoven.eom/index.php?p=product&id=88&parent=26&ismprintmversion=true

 
Examiner I Date I

Signature _ __ __ _ _ __ Considered _ _ _
“Examiner: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 509. Draw line through citation if not in
conformance and not considered. include copy of this form with next communication to appiicant‘
DM2\34441l3.i
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

Application Number:

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number:

Title of Invention:

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Customer Number:

Filer Authorized By:

Attorney Docket Number:

Receipt Date:

Filing Date:

Time Stamp:

Application Type:

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment

Payment Type

Payment was successfully received in RAM

RAM confirmation Number

Deposit Account

Authorized User

BELLY COVERING GARMENT

—

DepOSIt Account

$1030

7583

041679

 
The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charoe an Additional Fees reouired under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 Patent aoolication and reexamirrilafigig
EX; OO8-Pag68

 
et Corporat'o
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File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes) Multi Pages

1367482

489newApp.pdf 868dce7008641d263905d70647742d9
25aeb193b

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

—mn

Fee Worksheet (PTO-06)

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed -—

Oath or Declaration filed —
Drawings-only black and white line drawings —

Warnings:

Information:

Fee Worksheet (PTO-06) fee-info.pdf e356bd898698880638274214b923102
6690bab46
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see

37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date

shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions

of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the

application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary

components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the

International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due

course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement

Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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Doom No. U81144UU469

iawcmods): Hendricksoo at a]
“Belly Covering Garment”

Attorney: Gerald K.Kita, 215-979-1363
Sheet 10$ 8

 «“57”
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FIG. 1
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Docket N0. U51 l4~UU459

Inventor(s): Hendrickson at a]
“Belly Covering Garment”

Attorney: Gerald K. Kim, 2159794863
Sheet 2 of 8
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128 ‘ 105
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FIG. 1A
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Docket No. UMM-uuaw

Inventor(s): Hendrickson et a!
“Belly Covering Garment”

Attorney: Gerald K Kéta, 215-979-1863
Sheet 3of 8
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DOCKci NO. U51 1&«UU469

Inventoa‘Cs}: I-Icndrickson 6% ai
“Belly Covering Garment”

Attorney: Gerald K. Kita, 2150794863
Shcct 4 of 8

FIG. 3

Target Corporation
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100

410

412

414

416

418

uocke: NO. U251 14—00459

Inventoz(s}: Hendrickson ea ai
“Belly Covering Garment”

Attornay: Gerald K. Kita, 215—979-1863
Sheet 5 of 8

 
FIG. 4
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' 132

508
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514

UGCKel NO. 11251 14-Uu4zw

I nnnnn toz(s}: Hendrickson et a]
“Belly Covering Garment"

Attorney: Geraid K. Kira, 215-979—1863
Sheet 6 of 8

FIG. 5
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DOCKGL'NO, U5114-UU489

Inventor{s): Hendrickson et a]
“Beliy Covering Garment"

Attorney: Gerald K. Kira, 215—979~1863
Sheet 7 of 8
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‘ FIG. 6
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Docket No. um muuuaw”
Inventorfix): Hendrickson et 3]

“Sally Covering Garment"
Attorney: Geraid K. Kim, 215-979—3863

Sheet 8 0§ 8

 
FIG. 7

Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 18



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 19

PATENT Attorney Docket No; D8114»00369

COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY

As a below—named inventor, I hereby declare that:

My residence, post office address, and citizenship are as stated beiow next to my name;
and

I verily believe that I am the original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which

is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: “Belly Covering

Garment” the specification of which:

I ] is attached hereto.

Doc} was filed on May 31 2007, as Application Serial No. 11/756 242, and was

amended on . (If applicable.)

  

I hereby state that I havereviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified
specifi cation, including the claims, as amended by any Amendment referred to above.

1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of

this application in accordance with 37 OER. § 1.56.1

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 119 of any foreign

application(s) for patent or inventor’s certificate iisted below and have aiso identified beiow any

foreign application for patent or inventor‘s certificate having a filing date before that of any

appiication on which priority is claimed:

Date Priority

Country Number Filed Claimed ?
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I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S,C. § 119(e) of any United States provisional

application listed below:

Application Filed

I hereby appoint all of the attorneys associated with Customer No. 08933, the law firm

Duane Morris LLP, 30 South 17"h Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103—4196 to prosecute this

application and to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office

connected therewith:

Address all written corresporidence and telephone calls to:

Gel-aid K. Kita

DUANE MORRIS LLP

30 South was Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103—4196

(215) 979—1863

I hereby deciare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true,

and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further that

these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so

made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and that such

willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued

thereon.
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  Full Name Inve tor’s Signature

Lisa A. Hendrickson

 Residence

791 Cornwaliis Drive

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054

  
  

 
 

  

Full Name

James H. Gardner, III

Date

 Residence

1329 Squire Drive

Ambler, PA 19002

 

 
 

  
  

  Fuli Name DateInventor's Signature

Richard Adelman

Residence Citizenship: U.S.A.
5 Sunfish Point

Greensboro, NC 27455

Post Office Address: Same as above -
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present invention relates to a garment worn during different stages of

pregnancy and different stages of postpartum body changes. A garment upper portion has a belly

panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during different stages of

pregnancy, and a garment lower portion having a first torso encircling circumference that recedes

downward to make way for expansion of the belly panel. The garment upper portion has a

second torso encircling circumference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

11
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What is claimed is:

1. A garment, comprising:

a garment upper portion adaptable to cover an abdomen during different stages of weight

gains and losses by being elastically expansible and contractible; and

a garment lower portion having a torso encircling circumference, wherein the torso

encircling circumference recedes downward to make way for expansion of the garment upper

portion.

2. The garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion has a belly panel that is

elastically expansibie and contractible.

3. The garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion is seamless to fit

comfortably while being worn.

4. The garment of claim 1, wherein the garment upper portion is foida‘ole to comprise a

folded band.

5. The garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion is woven or knitted with

elastic, stretchable strands.

6. The garment of claim 1, wherein a top edge margin of the garment upper portion is

folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the fabric.

7. The garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion is a doubie layer tubular

structure.

8. The garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion has a further torso

encircling circumference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.
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9. The garment of claim i,_wherein the garment lower portion has a partial waistband

extending from side seams of the garment lower portion and extending across a back side of the

garment lower portion.

10. The garment of claim 1, further comprising a series of belly cradling stitches or

knitted tension in the garment upper portion to cradle an abdomen.

ii. A garment, comprising:

a garment upper portion adaptable to cover and fit different body types by being

elastically expansible and contractible; and

a garment lower portion having a torso encircling circumference, wherein the torso

encircling circumference recedes downward to make way for expansion of the garment upper

portion.

12. The garment of claim 11 wherein the garment upper portion has a beliy panel that is

elastically expansible and contractible.

13. The garment of claim 11 wherein the garment upper portion is seamless to fit

comfortably while being worn.

14. The garment of claim 11, wherein the garment upper portion is foldable to comprise a

folded band.

15. The garment of claim 11 wherein the garment upper portion is woven or knitted with

elastic, stretchable strands.

16. The garment of claim 11, wherein a top edge margin of the garment upper portion is

folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the fabric.

17. The garment of claim 11 wherein the garment upper portion is a double layer tubular

structure.
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18. The garment of claim 11 wherein the garment upper portion has a further torso

encircling circumference to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

19. The garment of claim 1 1, wherein the garment lower portion has a partial waistband

extending from side seams of the garment lower portion and extending across a back side of the

garment lower portion.

20. The garment of claim 11, further comprising a series of belly cradling stitches 0r

knitted tension in the garment upper portion to cradle an abdomen.

10
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BELLY COVERING GARMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] The present application is a continuation of US. Patent Application No.

11/756,242, filed May 31, 2007 (D8114~00369).

5 FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention reiates to a garment worn during different stages of

pregnancy and different stages of postpartum body changes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Garments intended to cover a wearer’s body below the abdomen or belly during

10 various stages of pregnancy have been manufactured as knits or woven fabrics. Some of the

knits or woven fabric garments are constructed with an elastic beit or waist band which caused

discomfort when tightened about the body. Some of the garments have stretchable fabric panels

sewn into place with sewn seams. Such garments cause discomfort due to the presence of the

sewn seams, urged by elastic stretching of the paneis pressing against the torso. Moreover,

15 women have complained that such garments are difficult to keep in place, as they gradually slip

downward While they are being worn.

[0004] Denim jeans or trousers have been recycled by removing the waistband at the

front of the jeans and replacing the same with an elastic band that cradles a growing abdomen.

Alternatively, denim jeans or trousers are manufactured without a waistband at the front so that a

20 separate band can be attached at the front.

[0005] Accordingly, a need exists for a garment that covers and fits a growing abdomen

during different stages of pregnancy. Such a garment is required to stay up, and desirably would

fit comfortably While being worn. Moreover, such a garment would stay up when worn over

different body types.

25 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] A purpose of the invention is to provide a garment that adapts to cover and fit a

growing abdomen during pregnancy, wherein the garment stays up when worn.
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[0007] A garment comprises a garment upper portion and a garment lower portion. The

garment upper portion has a belly panel that is expansible to cover and fit over a growing

abdomen during different stages of pregnancy. The garment lower portion has a first torso

encircling circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the beliy panei.

The garment upper portion has a second torso encircling circumference to hold the garment up

and in place over the torso.

[0008] An embodiment of the garment is adjustable to encircle different body types.

Another embodiment of the invention provides a garment that fits comfortably while being worn.

[0009] An embodiment of the garment comprises an adjustable torso encircling

circumference that is adjustable in girth to encircle different body types.

[0010] An embodiment of the upper portion of the garment comprises a seamless tubular

elastic fabric to stretch elastically and fit different body types.

[0011] An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises an elastic fabric.

[0012] An embodiment of the abdomen covering area comprises an elastic fabric that is

contractible elastically to cover an abdomen during different stages of post partum body changes.

[0013] According to an embodiment of the invention, an expansible tubular upper portion

of the garment is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] Fig. l is a front View of a garment according to the present invention.

[0015] Fig. 1A is a view similar to Fig. 1, and discloses a body panel covering a growing

abdomen.

[0016] Fig. 2 is a View of a backside portion of the garment disclosed by Fig. 1.

[0017] Fig. 3 is View of a front portion of another embodiment of a garment.

[0018] Fig. 4 is View of a backside portion of another embodiment of a garment.

[0019] Fig. 5 is a View of a backside portion of yet another embodiment of a garment.

[0020] Fig. 6 is front view of a portion of another embodiment of a garment.

[0021] Fig. 7 is front view of a portion of yet another embodiment of a garment.

2
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0022] Fig. l discloses a garment 100 for encircling a lower torso portion of a wearer of

the garment 100. The garment 100 comprises a garment upper portion 102 and a garment lower

portion 104. A lower end perimeter 106 of the garment upper portion 102 is attached to a

corresponding upper end perimeter 108 of the garment lower portion 104. The garment lower

portion 104 comprises, for example, a pair of trousers, such as, denim jeans. Alternatively, the

garment lower portion 104 comprises a skirt depicted in Fig. 1 in phantom outline.

[0023] With reference to Figs. 1 and 2, each leg of the pair of trousers is constructed with

sewn seams. Outer side seams 110, 112 extend continuously from top to bottom of the trousers,

or garment lower portion 104. Further, each leg is constructed with inner side seams 114, 11.6

joining a front center seam 118 of the trousers and a back side, curved center seam 200, Fig. 2, of

the trousers. For example, the frontcenter seam 106 defines a sewn “zipper less” fly front. The

back side of the trousers, Fig. 2, is sewn with a back side perimeter seam 202 extending

horizontally across the back side of the trousers from the outer side seams 110, 112 to the back

side center seam 200. If pockets are desired, the legs of the trousers are constructed, for

example, with a front pockets 120, 122 and back pockets 204, 206.

[0024] Fig. 2 discloses an embodiment of the trousers, or garment lower portion 104,

having a partial waistband 208 joining and extending from the side seams 110, 112 of the

trousers and extending across a back side of the trousers or garment lower portion 104. The

waistband 208 is sewn onto the perimeter seam 202 on the back side. The waistband 208 tapers

toward the side seams 110, 112 and widens across the back side, and has a center seam 210 to

shape the waistband 208 with a curvature above a wearer’s pelvis, and for torso coverage

especially when sitting or bending.

[0025] In Fig. l, the garment upper portion 102 has a belly panel 124 to provide an

abdomen covering area. The belly panel 124 is expansible, for example, when made of a

stretchable fabric, to cover and fit over a growing abdomen during different stages of pregnancy,

Fig. 1A. The belly panel 124 has a bottom portion 128 that projects downward with a parabolic

shape, especially when covering a growing abdomen, Fig. 1A. The perimeter 108 of the garment

lower portion 104 provides a first torso encircling circumference 126 that recedes downward

with a parabolic shape adjacent to and below the bottom portion 128 of the belly panel 124 to

make way for expansion of the belly panel 124 when covering a growing abdomen during
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various stages of pregnancy. The parabolic shape includes a shallow curvature, or, alternatively

includes a more pronounced curvature. The belly panel 124 extends at least partially under the

abdomen of the garment wearer to meet and join the bottom portion 128 of the belly panel 124

with the parabolic receding circumference 126 of the garment lower portion 104.

[0026] According to an embodiment of the invention, at least the belly panel 124

comprises a stretchable fabric that is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The

stretchable fabric is expansible by stretching elastically to cover and fit over the growing

abdomen, Fig. 1A. Further, the stretchable fabric is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking

abdomen during different stages of post partum body changes. The belly panel 124 also has

foreseeable alternative functions, for example, to cover an abdomen during different stages of

torso weight gains and losses, or to fit over respective torsos of different body types.

[0027] In Figs. 1 and 2, the garment upper portion has a top tubular perimeter hem 130

made by folding over a top edge margin of the stretchable fabric, and either tubular knitting or

sewing the folded fabric to the inside surface of the fabric, and to create a top perimeter knitted

hem stitch 132 as disclosed in Fig. i. The perimeter of the garment upper portion 102 has a torso

encircling circumference 134 to hold the garment 100 up and in place over the torso.

Advantageously, the entire garment 100 is held up and in place. An embodiment of the garment

upper portion 102 comprises stretchable fabric to adjust the girth of the second torso encircling

circumference 134 in conformance with different body types. According to an embodiment of

the invention, the torso encircling circumference 134 extends along the upper end of the belly

panel 124. In Fig. 1A, the belly panel 124 extends at least somewhat above the maximum girth

of the abdomen, even during a later stage of pregnancy, such that the belly panel 124 positions

the torso encircling circumference 134 at least somewhat above the location of maximum girth to

resist slipping down over the abdomen.

[0028] An embodiment of the garment upper portion 102 comprises a tubular structure to

encircle a torso of a wearer of the garment 100. The tubular structure comprises a stretchable

fabric woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands. The belly panel 124 comprises a portion

of the stretchable fabric. The tubular structure is adaptable to cover and fit different body types

by being elastically expansible and contractible. Different body types have different muscle

mass distributions and spinal columns of different curvatures, which make the tubular structure

conform to the different body types by expanding and contracting in different locations and
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amounts when worn by the different body types. The tubular structure is elastically expansible

to widen the tubular girth at selected locations and amounts where needed to fit a body type, and

is elastically contractible to narrow the tubular girth at selected locations and amounts where

needed to fit the body type.

[0029] In Figs. 1 and 2, the tubular structure is shaped and formed as a one-sheet

hyperboloid cylinder to fit a body type having a tapered torso that tapers approximately from

shoulder to waist. The perimeter profile of the oneusheet hyperboloid cylinder has hyperbolic

shaped sides. Alternatively, the tubular structure is shaped and formed as a straight-sided

cylinder, for example, as disclosed in Fig. 6. The perimeter profile of the straight sided cylinder

has substantially straight sides.

[0030] Preferably, the stretchable fabric is woven or knitted to form a continuous,

seamless tubular structure, such that the garment 100 is comfortable to wear due to the absence

of seams that would tend to press against the torso.

[0031] Fig. 3 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the garment upper portion

102 is provided with belly cradling support in the form of a series of sewn stitches or knitted

tension at 300, 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312, and 314 in the belly panel 124. The knitted tension

or stitches extend along multiple stitch paths grouped in an elliptical pattern that curves so as to

cradle a curved growing abdomen, Fig. 1A, during various stages of pregnancy.

[0032] Fig. 4 discloses an alternative embodiment in which the backside of the garment

upper portion 102 is provided with spinal column and back support for a wearer of the garment,

in the form of a series of sewn supporting stitches or knitted tension at 400, 402, 404, 406, 408,

410, 412, 414, 416, 418 in the fabric, wherein the supporting knitted tension or stitches stiffen

the fabric at the backside of the garment upper portion 102 to provide spinal and back support of

the wearer of the garment 100. For example, the series of supporting stitches are arranged along

multiple stitch paths grouped in a hyperbolic pattern or other curved pattern along an axis

extending substantially vertically along a spinal supporting section of the fabric. Fig. 5 discloses

an alternative pattern of supporting stitches 500, 502, 504, 506, 508, 510, 512, 514 in the fabric,

wherein the supporting stitches are arranged along multiple stitch paths. For example, the stitch

paths are shown as being grouped in a truncated, vwshaped pattern.

[0033] Fig. 6 discloses the garment upper portion 102 comprising a fabric woven or

knitted to form a tubular structure, wherein the fabric of the tubular structure is doubted back on
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itseif downward from the top circumference 134 thereof to form a doublevlayer tubular structure

600 that extends downward at least for a portion of the garment upper portion 102. The layers of

the doubledayer tubular structure 600 are sewn together with a tubular perimeter drop stitch 602.

The layers are further sewn with a top, tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in Fig. 1.

In an alternative embodiment disclosed by Fig. 6, the fabric is doubled back over an inner tubular

layer of stretchable fabric 604, shown in phantom outline by and between the stitches 132, 602,

that is flatly layered and sewn in between the two tubular layers of the double layer fabric. The

three tubular layers are sewn together with the top, tubular perimeter drop stitch 602 and the top,

tubular perimeter hem stitch 132 as described in Fig. l. The inner iayer 604 of stretchable fabric

provides the belly panel 124 with the capability for resilient expansion. In another embodiment,

the double layer fabric comprises a stretch fabric woven or knitted with elastically stretchable

and contractible yarns, providing the belly panel with the capability for resilient expansion.

[0034] Fig. 7 discloses that the garment 100 of Fig. 6 is convertible to comprise a bottom

garment Without a top, the garment upper portion 102 is foldable toward the garment lower

portion 104 to provide a folded band 700 on the garment lower portion 104, which is to be worn

solely as a garment bottom 104 having the folded band 700, and having no top. Each of the

other embodiments of the garment 100 is similarly convertible by adding the stretchable fabric

604 to the upper garment portion 102 of the other embodiment of the garment 100, and folding

the garment upper portion 102 toward the garment tower portion 104 to provide a folded band

700 on the garment lower portion 104 of the other embodiment of the garment 100.

[0035] This description of the exemplary embodiments is intended to be read in

connection with the accompanying drawings, which are to be considered part of the entire
H I!

written description. In the description, relative terms such as "lower, upper," “horizontal,”

“vertical,”, “above,” “below,” “up,” “down,” “top” and “bottom” as well as derivatives thereof

(e.g., “horizontally,” “downwardly,” “upwardly,” etc.) should be construed to refer to the

orientation as then described or as shown in the drawing under discussion. These relative terms

are for convenience of description and do not require that the apparatus be constructed or

operated in a particular orientation. Terms concerning attachments, coupling and the like, such

as “connected” and “interconnected,” refer to a relationship wherein structures are secured or

attached to one another either directly or indirectly through intervening structures, as well as

both movable or rigid attachments or relationships, nniess expressly described otherwise.
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[0036] Although the invention has been described in terms of exemplary embodiments, it

is not limited thereto. ' Rather, the appended claims should be construed broadly, to include other

variants and embodiments of the invention, which may be made by those skilled in the art

without departing from the scope and range of equivalents of the invention.
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1N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In Re Application of: Hendrickson, Lisa Confirmation No: We

Serial No. 11/21 Group Art Unit: n/a

Filed: n/a Examiner: n/a

For: Beliy Covering Garment

MS. Amendment

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-4450

Dear Sir:

INFORMATION DTSCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Enclosed herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 CFR. § 1.56 in

connection with the above—identified application, which statement is being filed:

[X ] Together with the present application.

[ ] Before the first Office Action on the merits or three (3) months from the
filing date of this application, whichever occurs last. [37 CFR § 1.97(b)]

[ ] After the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office

Action under §l.i 13 or Notice of Allowance under §1.311, whichever occurs first. [37 CFR

§1.97(c)]. (Either thefee or certification is provided as serforth below).

{ ] After a Final Office Action under §1.113 or Notice of Allowance under

§1.311, but prior to or with payment of the Issue Fee. [37 CFR §].97(d)]. Thefee and

certification are provided, as serforih below).
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Consistent with Applicant’s obligations pursuant to 37 CFR §§t.97 and 1.98, the I
following requirements have been met:

[x ] No separate requirements are needed.

[x ] No additional fee is required.

Fee Under 37 CFR § 1.97(c) or 1.97(d)

[ ] The fee of $1 8000 for submission of an IDS under § 197(0) as set forth in § 1.l7(p)

accompanies this statement.

 

[ ] Please charge the fee of $1 80.00 for submission of an IDS under § i.97(c) or (d) as

set forth in § 1.l7(p) to Deposit Account 044679.

 

Certification Under 37 CFR§ 1.97(e)

The undersigned certifies:

[] 1 that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement

was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign

application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disciosure statement;
or

[ ] 2 that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and=

to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of

information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual

designated in §1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement.

Provision of Copies of References

[ } A copy of each of the Foreign and Other references listed on the attached Form PTO-

1449 is enclosed herewith and forms a part hereof.

[ ] Partial Translations of References are enclosed herewith and form a part hereof.

[ ] A copy of the European Search Report from a corresponding or reiated EPO

application is enclosed herewith.

[ ] A copy of the international Search Report from a corresponding or reiated PCT

application is enclosed herewith.
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Identification of Prior Application(s) In Which Listed Information Was Already Cited And

For Which No Copies Are Submitted 01' Need Be Submitted

[X ] This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, 011 the earlier filing date ofprior
US. Application N0(s). 11/756,242, filed May 31, 2007 (D8114~00369). Some or ail of the

references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the prior application(s) and therefore

are not required to be provided in this application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 04-1679.

Respectfully submitted,

/ aDate: ' M’Z‘
Gerald K. Kita

Registration No. 24,125

Customer No. 08933

DUANE MORRIS LLP

30 South 17‘h Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-4196
215-979—1863 tel

215—979—1020 fax

DM2\1444I45.1

Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 37



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 38

PTO/SB/OG (12-04)

Filing Date: 05/08/08 Approved for use through 7/31/2006. OMB 0651-0032
US. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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CLAIMS HIGHEST ADDI- ADDI-

< REAMF'f‘r'E‘ANG Wig/'33:” RATE (3) TIONAL RATE ($) TlONALFEE (5) FEE (5)
5 AMENDMENT PAID FOR"J Total QR

S (37 CFR1.16(i))
2 Independent

g (37 CFR 1.16(h)) 0R
< Application Size Fee <37 cranes» — ——

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.160)) WA OR WA _
TOTAL TOTAL

ADD'T FEE 0R ADD'T FEE

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) OR
 

   

 

CLAIMS HIGHEST ADDI- ADDI-

m REmgf'zNG $355?” RATE (3) TIONAL RATE (5) TIONAL
’5 AMENDMENT PAID FOR ' FEE (5’ FEE (s)
g Total - OR:1 (37 CFR 115(1))

E Independent
5 (37 CFR 1.16(h)) OR

< Appletonsueteemm116(5)) — ——
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.160)) 0R —

TOTAL TOTAL

ADD'T FEE OR ADD'T FEE

 ' lfthe entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write ‘0' in column 3.
"' If the ‘Highest Number Previously Paid Fof’ IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.

"' If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter ‘3'.
Ihe ‘HIgnest Number PreVIously Paid l-or (Iotal or Independent) Is the highest number found In the appropriate box In column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the

USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,

including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments

on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent
and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

 

  

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. Target corporation
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSP.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWVV.USpID.g0V

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT F FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIIVIS IND CLAIMS

12/117,004 05/08/2008 3765 1030 D8114-00489 20 2

CONFIRMATION NO. 8196

8933 FILING RECEIPT

DUANE MORRIS, LLP

Ip DEPARTMENT lullllllIllIllmlllmmmmlllIglllllllIlIIllIIlll
30 SOUTH 17TH STREET 4

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103-4196

 
 
   

Date Mailed: 05/22/2008

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination

in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the

application must include the following identification information: the US. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,

NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please

submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the

changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit

any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply

to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)
Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;

James H. Gardner lll, Amber, PA;

Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;

Assignment For Published Patent Application
Mothers Work, Inc.

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 08933

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

This application is a CON of 11/756,242 05/31/2007

Foreign Applications

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 05/21/2008

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,

is US 12/117,004

Projected Publication Date: 12/04/2008

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
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Title

BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Preliminary Class

002

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a US. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no

effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent

in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international

application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same

effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing

of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international

patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent

protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an

application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ

in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific

foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must

issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a US. patent application

serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and

guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the

section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign

patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it

can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish

to consult the US. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific

countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may

call the US. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING

LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where

the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as

page 2 of 3
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier

license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The

date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless

it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter

as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national

security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with

respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of

State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and

Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of

Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING

LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,

if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed

from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35

U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

3970781

Application Number: 12117004

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number:

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Lisa A. Hendrickson

Customer Number: 08933

Gerald K. Kita./MARY LA GRANGE

Filer Authorized By: Gerald K. Kita.

Attorney Docket Number: D8114—00489

Receipt Date: 19-SEP-2008

Filing Date: 08—MAY-2008

Time Stamp: 11:44:44

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC111(a)

 
Payment information:

Submitted with Payment

File Listing:

Document Document Descri tion File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number p Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)

1490177

489ids.pdf e4fbd77abd5420e287cedda3cfef452410aa
bSaf
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

2

——-

Total Files Size (in bytes) 1490177

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.

 
Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 43



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 44

   

 

Complete if Known

A "cation Number

Filin Date

First Named Inventor _
Art Unit

Examiner Name —7
Attorne DocketNumber_.

 
 

SUBSTITUTE for form 1449A/PTO

 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
 
 

 

 
  (use as many sheets as necessary)

  

 

   

 

  
  U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

  
 

 
  

 
 

. . Document Number . . Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where
51%;?” fige Number—Kind Code (If PWICSSf’SYDYaf Applicant of Cited Relevant Passages or Relevant

' known Document , Figures Appear

A 3,045,678 07/24/1962 eimer

'3] 4,280,229 07/28/1981 Stein
4,506,390 03/26/1985 Stern

fl 8,311,333
US2004/021987 ‘

U82006/0010571

11/06/2001

10/28/2004

01/19/2006

Batra

Came

akle

   

 

 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS ‘

I V "my: Pantt Doumeht   Pages, Columns,
Lines

Where Relevant
Passages 0r Figures

  
 

  

 
 

Name of Patentee or
Applicant of Cited

Document

Publication Date

Country Code —Number —— Kind Code (it known) MM'DD'YYY
 

 
 
  
 

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ' ” ”
Item (book. magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T ‘

number s), uublisher cit and/or count where uublished

G '“tematlc’na' Search Raport and Written Opinion dated 18 AUG 2008 in " ' Z
PCT/U82008/061739 D8114-00486

  

 
Examiner I I I Date I

Signature , , Considered
*Examiner: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in
conformance and not considered. include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.DM2\1577425.1
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From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY '

 T0: GERALD KlTA

DUANE MORRIS LLP
30 S. 17TH STREET

PHILADELPHlA, PA 19103-4196

0R

  NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMTTAL OF

THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL

SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION    
(PCT Rule 44.1)

assists 3. 8 AUG 2003 .

FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below
  
 

 
 

 Applicant‘s or agent‘s file reference

D81 14—00486

International application No.
PCT/U82008/061739

 

 

 

 

 

International filing date

(day/mnmh/yaar) 28 April 2008    
 
 Applicant

MOTHERS WORK, lNC.

 
 1. [Z] The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching

Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith.  
 Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19:

The applicant is entitled, ifhe so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46):

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the
international search report. ' ‘

Where? Directly to the International Bureau ot‘WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile NO.: +41 22 740 I4 35

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet.

 

  
  

  

  2. D The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under
Article l7(2)(a) to that effect and the written Opinion ofthe lntemational Searching Authority are transmitted herewith.  

 3. '3 With regard to the protest against payment of(an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that:

[:1 the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices.  

 [:1 no decision has been made yet on the protest, the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made.

 
 

 4t Reminders

Shortly afier the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the intemational application will be published by the
lntemational Bureau. It~ the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international
application, or ol~ the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90bis.l and 90bis.3, respectively,
before the c'ompletion of the technical preparations for international publication.

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the
International Bureau. The lntemational Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to '
the public but not before the expiration of30 months from the priority date.

Within 19 months from the priority date, butonly in respect Ol'some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary
examination must be filed ifthe applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority
date (in some Ol’fices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices.

In respect ot'other designated Offices, the time limit of30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19
months.

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/BOI and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCTApplicam ”s
Guide, Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site.

 
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

    

  

 
Name and mailing address ofthe ISA/US Authorized Officer.
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: lSA/US
Commissioner tor Patents Blaine R. Copenheaver
PO. Box 1450. Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450

Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 Telephone No. 571-272-7774

Form PCT/ISAJIZZO (January 2004) . (See notes an accompanying sheet)
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

TO: GERALD KITA ?€T
DUANE MORRIS LLP
30 S. 17TH STREET

PHlLADELPHIA. PA 19103-4196 NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND

THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL

SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION

(PCT Rule 44.1)

22333333233 35% AUG 2808

FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below

 
Applicant's or agent‘s tile reference

D8114-00486

International application No. International filing date

  

PCT/U82008/061739 (day/"Wh/ywr) 28 April.2008 

Applicant
MOTHERS WORK, lNC. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

 
  

l. [2' The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the Intemationai Searching
Authority havebeen established and are transmitted herewith.

Filing ol‘amendmcnts and statement under Article 19:
The applicant is entitled, ifhe so wishes, to amend the claims ofthe international application (see Rule 46):

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the
international search report. ‘

Where? Directly to the International Bureau ot‘WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: +41 22 740 14 35

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet.

2. 1:] The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under
Article l7(2)(a) to that effect and therwritten opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith.

3. [:1 With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that:

[:1 the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices.

1:1 no decision has been made yet on the protest, the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made.
4. Reminders

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the
lntemational Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international
application, or ofthe priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90bis.l and 90bis.3, respectively,
before the completion of the technical preparations for intemational publication. ’

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the
International Bureau, The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to
the public but not before the expiration of30 months from the priority date.
Within 19 months from the priority date, butonly in respect ofsome designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary
examination must be filed ifthe applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phaseth 30 months from the priority
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices.

In respect ol‘other designated Offices, the time limit of30 months (or later) will apply even it‘no demand is filed within 19
months.

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/30l and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCTApplicant 's
Guide. Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site.

Name and mailing address ofthe ISA/US . Authorized officer:
Mall Stop PCT. Attn: ISA/US ,
Commissioner tor Patents Blaine R. Copenheaver
PO. Box 1450. Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450

Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 Telephone No. 571472-7774

Fomi PCT/ISA/ZZO (January 2004) (See notes an accompanying sheet)
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

PET

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44)

Applicants or agent's tile reference FOR FURTHER ' see Form PCT/lSA/220
08114-00486 , ACTION as well as, where applicable, item 5 below.   

International application No. International filing date (daflmomh/year) (Earliest) Priority Date (day/manrh/j’ear)

PCT/U82008/061739 28 April 2008 31 May 2007

Applicant
MOTHERS WORK, lNC.

  
 This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant

according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau.  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

 
 

  
 
   
  
  
  

This international search'report consists ofa total of _ f; '\ sheets.
[3 ll is also accompanied by a copy ol'each prior art document cited in this report.  

1. Basis ofthe report

a With regard to the language. the international search was carried out on the basis of:

[Xi the international application in the language in which it was filed

. E] a translation of the international application into , which is the language
ofa translation fumished for the purposes ofintemational search (Rules l2.3(a) and 23.1(b))

h. [:1 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, see Box No. I.

2. El Certain claims were found uriscarchable (see BoxNo. II)

3. E] Unity ot‘inventiun is lacking (see Box No. Ill)

4. With regard to the title.

[Z] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant

[:1 the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows:

 
 5. With regard to the abstract.

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant

ij the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant
may. within one month from the date ol‘m‘ailing ot'this international search report, submit comments to this Authority

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the draivings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1

ix] as suggested by the applicant

[3 as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure
D as selected by this Authority. because this figure better characterizes the invention

b. [3 none of the figures is to be published with the abstract

Form PCT/lSA/ZlO (first sheet) (April 2005)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No,
' PCT/0820080061739

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

lPC(8) - A41D ’l/20 (2008.04)
USPC - 2/221 .

According to lntemationnl Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC
B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)
IPC(8) - A410 1/10; A41D 1/20 (2008.04)
uspo — 2/69, 76. 220. 221. 227, 228. 236. 237. 239. 240, 309, 311; 450/95. 116. 118. 123. 130. 131. 132. 155. 309

  

 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

  

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
PatBase

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, ofthe relevant passages Relevant to claim No.   

US 4.508.390 A (STERN) 26 March 1985 (26.03.1985) entire document 1. 2. 4-0. 8

3, 7. 9. 10

,US 2004/0210987 A1 (CARNEY) 28 October 2004 (28.10.2004) entire document 3

'US 2006/0010571 A1 (OAKLEY) 19 January 2006 (19.01.2006) entire document 7

US 6.311.333 B1 (BATRA) 06 November 2001 (06.11.2001) entire document . 9

US 3.045.678 A (GEIMER) 24 July 1962 (24.07.1962) entire document 10

US 4,280,229 A (STEIN) 28 July 1981 (28.07.1981) entire document

   

'3 Further documents are listed in the continuation ot‘Box C. D  
* SPfinial “31330055 or cited documents: “'1'“ later document published afierthc intenrational filing date or priority
“A" document defining the general state ofthc art which is not considered date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand

to he of particular relevance the pnncrple or theory underlying the invention
“E“ earlier application or patent but published on or afterthc international “X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be

filing date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
“L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 51513 when the document is taken 310113

cited to CSIainSh the publication date or another citation or other “Y" document of panicular relevance' the claimed invention cannot be
”we”! reason ”'5 spectlred) considered to involve an inventive step when the document is

"0" document referring '0 3" oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other combinedyvith one ormore othersuch documents, such combinationmeans being obvrous to a person skilled in the art

“P“ document published prior to the international filing date but later than document member of the same patent familythe priority date claimed .

Date of the actual completion ot'the international search Date ot‘mailing ofthe international search report

06W 18 AUG 2008
Name and mailing address ol‘the lSA/US Authorized officer:

Malt Stop PCT. Attn: ISA/US. Commissioner for Patents Blaine R. Copenheaver
PO. Box 1450. Alexandria, Virginia 223134450 > PCT Hetpdesk: 571-272—4300
Facsimile No. 571.273-3201 PCT 05?: 571-272-7774

Fonn PCT/ISA/ZIO (second sheet) (April 2005)
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the
INTERNATIONALSBARCHING AUTHORITY

 
  

T0= GERALD KITA .
DUANE MORRIS LLP
30 s. 17TH STREET

PHILADELPHIA. PA 19103-4196

 

  WRITTEN OPINION OF THE

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 
 

 
 

(PCT Rule 43bis.1)

  

 
 

Date ofmailing

magmas» 18 AUG 2038
FOR FURTHER ACTION

See paragraph 2 below  
 

 
 
 Applicant‘s or agent's tile reference

D81 14—00485

Intemational application No. Intemational filing date (day'nmmhfiyear)
PCT/U82008/06L1739 , ,

.28 April 2008
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I. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items:

Box No. l Basis of the opinion i

Box No. II ‘ Priority

Box No. III Non—establishment ofopinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability

Box No. IV Lack ofunity ol‘invention '

Box No. V Reasoned statement Under Rule 43bis. l (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

Box No. VI Certain documents cited

Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application

Box No. VIII Certain observations on the intemational application

FURTHER ACTION

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion ofthe
lntemational Preliminary Examining Authority (“lPEA”) exceptthat this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority
other than this one to be the [PEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1bix(b) that written
opinions ofthis International Searching Authority will not be so considered.

It‘this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion ol‘the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA
a written reply together. where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration 'of3 months from the date ol‘mailing of Form
PCT/ISA/ZZO or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, Whichever expires later.

For further options; see Form PCT/ISA/ZZO.

3. For further details. see notes to Form PCT/ISA/‘ZZO.

Name and mailing address ofthe ISA/US Date ol‘completion of this opinion _ Authorized officer:
Mail Stop PCT. Attn: ISA/US
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 06 AUQUSt 2008
Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 PCT can: 571-272-7774

Btalne Copenheaver

PCT Heipdask: 571-272—4300
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  International application No.
PCT/USZOOBIDS1739  WRITTEN OPINION OF THE

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

Box No. I Basis of this opinion .

I. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of:
  
  

 the international application in the language in which it was filed.

  [:1 a translation of the international application into which is the language of a
translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (Rules 123(3) and 23.1(b)).

   
 

 

2. [I This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification ofan obvious mistake authorized by or notified
to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bi.r.l(a))

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been
established on the basis of: 
 

 

 

 

 

a. type ot’material

[j a sequence listing

[:1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 
  

 

 b. format ol'material

D on paper

1:] in electronic form

  
  
  
 c. time ol'filing/l‘urnishing ‘  

 E] contained in the international application as filed

  D tiled together with the international application in electronic form

  D furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search
 

  4. [:I ln addition, in the case that more than one version or copy ol'a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished.  
 
 

5. Additional comments:
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Intemationel application-No.WRITTEN OPINION OF THE PCT/U82008/061739
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

Box No. V Rensoned statement under Rule 43bir.l(a‘)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement   

Statement

Novelty (N) Claims
Claims

 

 

Inventive step (IS) Claims
 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims
 

Claims 

 

2. Citations and explanations:

Claims 1. 2. 4-6, and 8 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Stern.

Referring to Claim 1, Stem discloses a garment, comprising: a garment upper portion having a belly panel (Fig. 1, waist portion 11),
wherein the belly panel is expansibie (Col. 3, Lns. 3031 regarding the waistband portion is radially expandable) to cover and fit over a
growing abdomen (Fig 2. ref 19); and a garment lower portion (Fig 1, body portion 13) having a torso encircling circumference (Fig 1.
unnumbered waistline of body portion 13) wherein the torso encircling circumference recedes downward (Figs 1 and 2 unnumbered
intersection of waist portion 11 and body portion 13) to make way for expansion of the belly panel.

Referring to Claim 2. Stern discloses the garment of claim 1 wherein the belly panel (Fig. 1, waist portion 11) is contractibie elastically to
cover a shrinking abdomen (Figs. 1 and 2. waist portion 11 and pocket 19; Col. 4, lines 28~30 regarding "natural automatic contraction" of
11).

Referring to Claim 4, Stem discloses the garment of claim 1 with a garment upper portion (Fig. 1‘. waist portion 11) having the belly panel
which is foldable toward the garment lower portion to comprise a folded band (Fig. 4. top hem stitching 15: Col. 3, Lns. 34-36 regarding a
hem is formed along a top edge by folding the top edge and stitching along line 15).

Referring to Claim 5, Stem discloses the garment of claim 1 wherein the belly panel (Fig. 1. front panel 11)Is woven or knitted with elastic.stretchable strands (Col. 4, lines 45-47 regarding elastically woven or knitted material).

Referring to Claim 6. Stem discloses the garment of claim 1 wherein a top edge margin of the garment 'upper portion is folded over and
sewn or knitted to an inside of the fabric (Fig.4, top hem stitching 15: Col. 3, Lns. 34-36 regarding a hem is formed along a top edge by
folding the top edge and stitching along line 15). »

Referring to Claim 8, Stem discloses the garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion has a further torso encircling
circumference (Fig. 1. unnumbered top of waist portion 11) to hold the garment up and in place over the torso.

Claim 3 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious ovei’ Stern in view of Carney.

Referring to Claim 3. Stem discloses the garment of claim 1 with an expandable garment upper portion (Fig. 1,walst portion 11: Col. 3.
Lns. 30—31 regarding the waistband portion is radially expandable) wherein the garment upper portion is an expansibie tubular upper
portion (Fig. 3, waistband portion 11 which fits around the waist of the user and is tubular in shape). Stem fails to explicitly disclose
wherein the garment upper portion is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn. Carney teaches a garment upper portion which is an
expansibie (Abstract regarding elastic band) tubular (Fig. 1, garment band 10, Abstract regarding lube top) upper portion that is seamless
(Para. [0029] regarding garment may be seamless) to fit comfortably while being worn. it would have been obvious to one having ordinary
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further provide wherein the garment upper portion is an expansibie tubular upper
portion that is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn as taught by Carney with the system of Stem in order to eliminate seams which
may cause discomfort to the user.

(Continued in Supplemental Box)
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/”32°03’05””

Supplemental Box  

in case the space in any ofthc preceding boxes is not sufficient.
Continuation of:

Box V

Claim 7 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Stern in view of Oakley.

Referring to Claim 7, Stem discloses the garment of claim 1 wherein the garment upper portion is a tubular structure (Fig. 3. waistband
portion it which tits around the waist of the user and is tubular in shape). Stern fails to explicitly disclose wherein the garment upper
portion Is a double layer tubular structure. Oakley teaches a double layer structure (Fig. 1C, lower component 110; where lower
component 110 has an inner surface and an outer surface, forming a double layer structure of two different materials; Abstract regarding
the lower component has an outer surface and an inner surface; Para. (0013] regarding knit inside fabric stretches more than stretch
woven outer fabric to accommodate a growing stomach). it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the
invention was made to further provide a double layer structure as taught by Oakley with the system of Stem in order to slightly increase the
tension on the belly of the user providing additional support.

Claim 9 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Stern in view of Batra.

Referring to Claim 9. Stem discloses the garment of claim 1. Stern fails to explicitly disclose wherein the garment lowar portion has a
partial waistband extending from side seams of the garment lower portion and extending across a back side of the garment lower portion.
Batra teaches wherein the garment lower portion has a partial waistband (Fig. 2. yoke area 21) extending from side seams (30. 31: Fig. 1
and col. 2, lines 47-50) of the garment lower portion and extending across a back side of the garment lower portion (Fig. 2). it would have
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further provide wherein the garment lower portion
has a partial waistband extending from side seams of the garment lower portion and extending across a back side of the garment lower
portion as taught by Batra with the system of Stern in order to provide additional support for the back.

Claim 10 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Stern in view of Geimer.

Referring to Claim 10. Stem discloses the garment of claim 1. Stem fails to explicitly disclose a series of belly cradling stitches or knitted
tension in the belly panel to cradle a growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy. Gelmer teaches a series of belly cradling
stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel to cradle a growing abdomen during variousstages of pregnancy (Fig. 2. panel 20', Col. 3. Lns.
25-28 regarding shirred elastic material of panel 20 to ensure desired comfort and adequate support). it would have been obvious to one
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further provide a series of belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in
the belly panel to cradle a growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy as taught by Geimer with the system of Stern in order to
provide additional support and comfort.

Claims 1-10 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can be
made or used in industry. 
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CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.10

I hereby certify that this correspondence and the documents referred to therein are being electronically filed in the United States Patent
and Trademark Office on the date indicated below

Typed or printed name
Mary La Grange

mm!»— 4aa
This collection of information'Is required by 3’CFR 1.5. The informationIslrequired to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichIs to tile (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Cont‘dentIalItyIS governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1 14 This collectionIs estimated to 2 hours to complete including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND To: Commissioner for Patents, P.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

 
  
  

Ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800—PTO-9199 and select option 2.

Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 53

 



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 54

PATENT ATTORNEY DOCKET: D8114-00489

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In Re Application of: Hendrickson, Lisa Confirmation No: 8196

Serial No. 12/117,004 Group Art Unit: 3765

Filed: May 8, 2008 Examiner: n/a

For: Belly Covering Garment

M.S. Amendment

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Dear Sir:

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Enclosed herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 CFR. § 1.56 in

connection with the above-identified application, which statement is being filed:

[ ] Together with the present application.

[X] Before the first Office Action on the merits or three (3) months from the

filing date of this application, whichever occurs last. [37 CFR§ 1.97(b)]

[ ] After the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office
Action under §1.1 13 or Notice of Allowance under §1.311, whichever occurs first. [3 7 CFR

§1.97(c)]. (Either the fee or certification is provided, as setforth below).

[ ] After a Final Office Action under §1.113 or Notice of Allowance under

§1.311, but prior to or with payment of the Issue F66., [3 7 CFR §I.97(d)]. The fee and

certification are provided, as setforth below).

DM2\1577432.1
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PATENT ATTORNEY DOCKET: D8114—00489

Consistent with Applicant’s obligations pursuant to 37 CFR §§l.97 and 1.98, the

following requirements have been met:

[x ] No separate requirements are needed.

[x ] No additional fee is required.

Fee Under 37 CFR § l.97(c) or l.97(d)

.[ ] The fee of $180.00 for submission of an IDS under § l.97(c) as set forth in § 1.17(p)

accompanies this statement.

 

[ ] Please charge the fee 0f$180.00 for submission of an IDS under § l.97(c) or (d) as
set forth in § l.l7(p) to Deposit Account 04—1679.

 

Certification Under 37 CFR§ 1.97(e)

The undersigned certifies:

[ ] 1 that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement

was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign

application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement;
or

[ ] 2 that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and,

to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of

information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual

designated in §l.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement.

Provision of Copies of References

[ ] A copy of each of the Foreign and Other references listed on the attached Form PTO-

1449 is enclosed herewith and forms a part hereof.

[ ] Partial Translations of References are enclosed herewith and form a part hereof.

[ ] A copy of the European Search Report from a corresponding or related EPO

application is enclosed herewith.

[X] A copy of the International Search Report from a corresponding or related PCT

application is enclosed herewith.

DM2\1577432.1
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PATENT ATTORNEY DOCKET: D8114-00489

Identification of Prior Application(s) In Which Listed Information Was Already Cited And

For Which No Copies Are Submitted Or Need Be Submitted

[X] This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date ofprior

US. Application No(s). 11/756,242, filed May 31, 2007 (D8114-00369). Some or all of the

references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the prior application(s) and therefore

are not required to be provided in this application.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 04—1679.
 

Respectfully submitted,

Date: QM” ’7; 2003 %Q Zfl‘
Gerald K. Kita

Registration No. 24,125

Customer No. 08933

DUANE MORRIS LLP

30 South 17th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103—4196
215-979-1863 tel

215-979-1020 fax

DM2\1577432.1
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandria, Viigmia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

 
 
   

12/1 17,004 05/08/2008 Lisa A. Hendrickson D81 14-00489

CONFIRMATION NO. 8196

8933 PUBLICATION NOTICE

DUANE MORRIS LLP - Philadelphia

IP DEPARTMENT IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
30 SOUTH 17TH STREET

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103-4196

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILIISIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILOOOOO

Title:BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Publication No.US-2008-0295217-A1

Publication Date:12/04/2008

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37

CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the

Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to

applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set forth

in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's Office of

Public Records. The Office of Public Records can be reached by telephone at (703) 308-9726 or (800) 972-6382,

by facsimile at (703) 305-8759, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Office of
Public Records, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and the

dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through the Patent

Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application Information and

Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently http://pair.uspto.gov/. Prior to

publication, such status information is confidential and may only be obtained by applicant using the private side of
PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

 

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101
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. f5 3/9/0 it
THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK FFICE

In re application of:
Hendrickson et a]. Publication No.: US 2008/0295217 A1

Serial No.: 12/117,004 Publication Date: Dec. 4, 2008

Filed: May 8, 2008 OODQODCOJCOJOmOOOWJW:
For: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

THIRD PARTY SUBMISSION/OF PRIO ART
UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.99  
 Sir:

Please accept this submission of prior art:

1. Selected pages from the JCPenney Catalog Maternity Collection, published 1Q

2004, front and back cover pages, and pages 4, 22, 30, and 32.

2. Selected pages from the JCPenney Catalog Maternity Collection, dated

Fall/Winter 2005, front and back cover pages, and pages 14, 15, and 28.

The undersigned hereby certifies that, consistent with 37 CPR. § 1.248(b), a copy of this
correspondence and the attached prior art references was deposited with the United States Postal

Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to:

Duane Morris LLP - Philadelphia

IP Department
30 South 17th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-4196

Signature Date

62/62/2669 HGEBREHI 66666625 661394 18117964
61 Fc:1665 166. 66 on

Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 59



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 60

-.2

Third Party Submission of Prior Art Appl. No. 12/ 1 17,004

Mailed January 29, 2008 .- _ Publication No. US 2008/0295217 A1

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge to Deposit Account No. 08-1394 ofHaynes and

Boone, LLP the PTO fee of $1 80.00 (Fee Code 1806) for submission of an Information Disclosure

Statement under §1.99. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any other fees necessary

in association with papers submitted herewith or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account

No. 08—1394. A self-addressed postcard is included herewith to acknowledge receipt by the Patent
Office.

ReSpectfully submitted,

 
  
  
 

 

 I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail'm an

envelope addressed to: Commissioner For Patents, P.O. Box
‘ 22313-1450 on January 29,2009.

Dated: Janua_ry 29, 2009

HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP

2323 Victory Avenue Suite 700
Dallas TX 75219

Telephone: 972-739-8631
File: 40612.6

Linda Ingram

R-221019_1.DOC
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(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2007/0285570 A1
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VIDEO BABY MONITOR SYSTEM WITH
ON-SCREEN DISPLAY

Inventors: Craig Desrosiers, Spring City, PA
(US); Jeffrey Swan, West Chester, PA
0J3)

Correspondence Address:
LEMPIA FORMAN LLC
223 W. JACKSON BLVD.
SUITE 620

CHICAGO, IL 60606 (US)

Assignee: Graco Children’s Products Inc., Exton,
PA

Appl. No.: 11/697,272

Filed: Apr. 5, 2007

Related US. Application Data

Provisional application No. 60/789,816, filed on Apr.
5, 2006.

 user sale 0%
Zoom menu 

Publication Classification

(51) Int. Cl.
H04N 5/45 (2006.01)

(52) U.S.Cl. ............................................ 348/565; 348/E05

(57) ABSTRACT

A parent unit of a video baby'monitor system has a housing
and a receiver for receiving video signals from a transmitter
of the system’s child unit. The parent unit also has a
microprocessor programmed to control operational param-
eters of the monitor system. A video screen on the housing
is configured to operate in a monitoring mode and an
information mode The video screen displays video images
representative of the video signals during the monitoring
mode and displays at least functional information related to
characteristics of the operational parameters during the
information mode. At least one functional information dis-

play in the information mode provides a selectable on—screen
option that, when selected. aflects an operational parameter.
A control device on the housing is actuable for choosing the
selectable option to affect the operational parameter.
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VIDEO BABY MONITOR SYSTEM \VITH
ON-SCREEN DISPLAY

RELATED APPLICATION DATA

[0001] This patent is related to and claims priority benefit
ofU.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/789,816,
which was filed on Apr. 5, 2006, and which was entitled
“Video Baby Monitor System.”

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] 1. Field of the Disclosure

[0003] The present invention is generally directed to baby
monitor systems, and more particularly to a video baby
monitor system with on-screen display capability.

[0004] 2. Description of Related Art

[0005] Baby monitor systems are known in the art, includ-
ing those that offer video monitoring of a child. These
systems typically have a child unit or multiple child units
that plug into a wall and function on an alternating current
(AC) power supply. The patent unit or multiple parent units
also most typically are plugged into a wall remote from the
child unit and operate on AC power. Many audio monitor
systems are also known in the art that operate in much the
same way, other than offering only audio transmission
capability.

[0006] A number of audio monitor systems (no video
capability) have a direct current (DC) battery back-up for the
child unit in the event ofan electrical power failure. The DC
batteries can ofien last for several hours or more because

they are only drawing power for audio signal transmission.
There are known video transmitters that also can operate on
hack-up batteries. However, if AC power is lost such as
during a power outage, video transmission continues when
the child unit converts to battery back-up. Products of this
type may utilize infra red light emitting diodes (IR LEDs) or
other high power consumption components. In such a case,
the battery life can be severely limited.

[0007] Known video monitor systems typically ofl'er only
two choices. One is to pmvide no battery back-up at all in
case of a power outage. Thus, during a power outage, the
monitor system does not function and transmits neither
video nor audio information. The other is to provide battery
back-up which continues transmitting both video and audio
information, and thus continues to illuminate the IR LEDs or
other high power consumption video transmission compo-
nents. The first option does not allow the caregiver to
continue monitoring the child during a power failure. The
second option allows the caregiver to continue monitoring
during a power failure, but the severely reduced battery life
does not permit monitoring on back-up batteries for very
long.

[0008] Existing video monitor systems also typically
employ a parent unit similar in design to other audio
monitoring systems. The units are generally planar in con—
figuration and typically house the video display screen, the
sound lights, and the speaker in the front of the parent unit.
These types of units are not particularly portable, even if
marketed as such. This is because the tmits do not tend to

work well, unless the tmit is placed in a stationary position
with the front panel pointing in the direction of the user. The
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front of the unit must be directed at the user in order for the
user to see the screen and here sounds emitted from the

speaker. Additionally, the display screen continually is
exposed to the surrounding environment during transport
and also during use and non-use. Thus, the display screen on
the typical parent unit is always susceptible to damage.

[0009] There are known video baby monitor systems
provided with a relatively large liquid crystal display (LCD)
screen. The large LCD screen is a positive consumer feature
because the parent can easily see and monitor their child.
However, these units are typically quite large as a result of
the planar screen design, the position of the LCD on the front
of the unit, and the location of the speaker and battery
compartment. In addition, some video systems are marketed
as having parent units that are portable because the parent
unit is provided with a belt clip. However, with a standard
parent unit design, the parent unit must be entirely removed
from the user’s belt in order for them to see the screen and

the sound lights, which are also on the front of the device.
The parent units are typically also quite large because of
their configuration and, thus, can be cumbersome when
worn on a person’s belt. Thus, even when removed from the
belt, the unit can be difficult to handle. Also, a user can not
view or monitor their child when the unit is being trans-
ported on their belt or pants pocket because the screen would
typically be facing their leg or facing outward from their leg.

[0010] Known infant or baby video monitor systems are
offered with a number of features and functional parameters
and thus have a number of settings that the user can adjust.
A typical method of adjusting settings on existing video
baby monitor systems utilizes similar methods and compo-
nents employed on conventional audio monitor systems. In
one example, a potentiometer-type switch or roller is pro-
vided to control and adjust volume or LCD screen bright-
ness. In another example, a slide switch is provided on the
side or front of the unit to select the appropriate operation
channel or transmission frequency. In a further example,
separate push buttons are provided on the unit housing to
turn the units on and off, to turn the LCD screen on and off,
and sometimes to adjust the screen brightness up or down.
Adding more features to such systems might improve the
overall function of a video monitor system. However, the
added features likely will also results in adding more com-
ponents to the units and more actuators to the exterior
housing of the units. The units can simply become more and
more complicated to operate and more complex and expen—
sive to manufacture.

[0011] Another problem with known video baby monitor
systems is in properly positioning the child unit and it’s
camera within the baby’s room. Positioning the unit can
result in a compromise for the caregiver. If the child unit is
positioned to provide a fill View of the crib, the infant would
typically only take up a small portion of the parent unit
screen. If the child unit is positioned closer to the crib to
provide a larger image of the child on the parent unit screen,
the infant may ultimately move out of the camera’s viewing
range. Thus, a parent would not be able to see their child.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Objects, features, and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent upon reading the following
description in conjunction with the drawing figures, in
which:
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[0013] FIG. 1 shows an exploded view of one example of
a video baby monitor system with components constructed
in accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

[0014] FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the child unit
of the system shown in FIG. 1 and depicted as having its
back-up batteries replaced.

[0015] FIG. 3 is a front perspective View of the child unit
of the system shown in FIG. 1 and placed on its docking
station.

[0016] FIG. 4 is a perspective view from one side of the
parent unit of the system shown in FIG. 1 and in an open
position or configuration.

[0017] FIG. 5 is a perspective view from the other side of
the parent unit shown in FIG. 4 and in a closed position or
configuration.

[0018] FIG. 6 is a rear perspective view of the parent unit
of the system shown in FIG. 1 and is shown having its
battery door removed.

[0019] FIG. 7 is an exploded view of the parent unit and
the belt clip of the system shown in FIG. 1. '

[0020] FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the assembled belt
clip and parent unit of FIG. 7 and shown being attached to
a user’s belt.

[0021] FIG. 9 is a schematic of one example of a parent
unit and child unit of the system shown in FIG. 1.

[0022] FIG. 10 is a flow chart depicting one example of a
zoom in/zoom/out feature for the system shown in FIG. 1 in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.

[0023] FIGS. 11A-11E show one example of an on-screen
display feature for the system shown in FIG. 1 and depict a
zoom/in and zoom/out option in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present invention.

[0024] FIG. 12 shows another example of an on—screen
display feature for the system shown in FIG. 1 and depicting
a speaker volume adjustment display option in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

[0025] The video baby monitor system disclosed and
described herein solves or improves upon one or more of the
above noted and other problems and disadvantages with
prior known video baby monitor systems. In one example,
the disclosed system is configured so that the parent unit can,
during an AC power failure, remain connected with the child
unit and continue to receive audio of their child. In another

example, a parent can do so for a much longer period of time
while running on back-up batteries. In another example, the
disclosed system employs a relatively large LCD screen so
that the child can be easily seen by the user. In the disclosed
system, the parent unit is rendered truly portable by recon-
figuring the unit’s housing, as well as the various compo-
nents on the unit, including the LCD screen. In a further
example, the disclosed parent unit LCD screen is protected
from damage when being transported and/or when not inuse.

[0026] In yet another example, the disclosed system pre-
sents various settings and adjustment options to the user in

Dec. 13, 2007

a different way compared to prior known systems. In one
example, the LCD screen can display information pertinent
while the user sets or adjusts different parameters of the
system. In another example, a multi-function button arrange—
ment is provided on the parent unit to scroll through different
displayed options and to select and adjust settings for each
option. The disclosed parent unit thus significantly reduces
the complexity of the parent unit housing while improving
its overall function and performance. In yet another
example, the disclosed system offers adjustable camera
zoom and pan capability so that a caregiver select and
change the image viewed on the parent unit screen. Thus, the
child unit can be placed in the environment of the child
without compromise to the image displayed on the parent
unit.

[0027] Turning now to the drawings, FIG. 1 generally
shows a video baby monitor system 20 constructed in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention. The
disclosed monitor system 20 includes at least one nursery or
child unit 22 that picks up and transmits audio information
and that captures and transmits video information The
system 20 also includes at least one receiver or parent unit
24 that receives the audio and video information from the

nursery unit 22. In one example, the parent and child unit
can be in direct communication with one another as is
known in the art.

[0028] As is known in the art, the units can normally run
on AC power. The system 20 can include one or more AC
power adapters 26, one for each of the parent units 24 and
the child units 22. As will be evident to those having
ordinary skill in the art, fewer or more than one parent unit
24 and/or child unit 22 can be provided with the overall
system 20 without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention. There may be instances where one aspect
or feature disclosed herein would be equally suitable in a
monitor system that employs more than one parent or child
unit.

[0029] As is know in the art, a docking station or base 28
can also be provided with the parent unit 24, the child unit
22, or both. As shown for this example in FIG. 1, the child
unit 24 has such a docking station. Each base 28 can be
configured to receive the appropriate unit and to connect via
the AC adapter 26 to anAC power source as is known. In the
alternative, either or both of the parent and child units can
be provided with an AC adapter jack for direct coupling to
the AC adapter 26, if desired. As shown for this example in
FIG. 1, the parent unit 24 is provided with such an adapter
jack 30 for directly connecting the unit to the AC adapter 26.

[0030] A rechargeable battery pack 32 can also be pro-
vided for either or both of the parent and child units 24 and
22. If rechargeable batteries 32 are used in either of the units,
the base docking station 28 can be used to recharge those
batteries while the unit is docked. Alternatively, either or
both of the parent and child units 24 and 22 in the disclosed
example can be configured to accept standard alkaline or
other disposable DC batteries 34 (see FIG. 2). Use of DC
batteries on the parent unit 24 can be particularly useful
when a caregiver wishes to carry the parent unit with them
as they move about. Thus, there is likely a greater need to
use rechargeable batteries 32 on the parent unit, which can
be regularly recharged using the adapter 26 connected to the
jack 30.
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[0031] In contrast, the child unit 22 is intended to typically
stay in a static location during use. Thus, the docking station
28 can be employed, the child unit can be docked, and the
station can be plugged into an AC power source using the
adapter 26. Under most circumstances the child unit 22 will
operate on AC power. However, it will occasionally be
desirable to the caregiver that the child unit 22 continues to
function in the event of a loss of AC power. Thus, the child
unit 22 may be provided with a receptacle 36 for receiving
back-up batteries as shown in FIG. 2. The child unit 22 may
be more likely to be configured to accept standard alkaline
batteries 34, which can be retained in the battery receptacle
36 in the unit and covered by a removable battery door (not
shown), in the event of such an emergency. The batteries in
the Ichild unit, however, can certainly be rechargeable if
desired.

[0032] As shown in FIG. 1, the system 20 can also
incorporate a belt clip or attachment device 38. The device
38 can be configured to attach the parent unit 24 to an object,
such as on a waist belt of a caregiver. Thus, the parent unit
24 in the disclosed example is intended to be a portable
receiver that can be carried with a caregiver and yet function
as intended.

[0033] As shown in FIG. 1, the child unit 22 generally has
an exterior housing 60 with a lower portion 62 and an upper
portion 64 that is coupled to and positioned on top of the
lower portion. The child unit 22 in this example has a front
surface 66 and includes an ON/OFF button 68 positioned
generally centrally in the front surface 66 of the lower
portion 62. In the disclosed example, a power light emitting
diode (LED) 70 is positioned on a portion of the button 68.
The LED 70 indicates when illuminated that power is turned
on for the unit. As will be evident to those having ordinary
skill in the art, the position, shape, and orientation of the
housing 60, button 68, and LED 70 can vary considerably
and yet fall within the spirit and scope of the present
invention. For example, the LED need not be on the button
and both can be placed virtually anywhere on the housing 60
of the child unit 22 as desired.

[0034] The child unit 22 also has a microphone opening 72
on the front surface 66 of the housing lower portion'62. A
microphone is disposed behind the opening 72 in the hous-
ing 60. The opening 72 allows the microphone to pick up
sounds being emitted in the vicinity of the unit.

[0035] A video camera 74 is generically depicted in FIG.
1 as being housed within the upper portion 64 of the child
unit housing. The video camera 74 in the disclosed example
has a camera lens 76 and a plurality of infrared light emitters
77, such as IR LEDS, that are exposed to the front surface 66
in the housing. The video camera 74 can be adjustable
relative to the position of the housing 60 so that the camera
lens 76 can be aimed at an intended target. The IR emitters
77 can be provided to permit the camera to pick up images
at night or in low ambient light. In one example, the child
unit 22 can be provided with an ambient light sensor 78 that
is also exposed on a surface of the unit. The sensor 78 can
be configured to sense ambient light levels and/or to detect
a low ambient light threshold. The Child unit can be con-
figured so that the IR emitters 77 are activated below the
threshold level and deactivated when ambient light is above
the threshold level. The camera 74 can operate nonnally
above the threshold level without the need for IR lighting.
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I [0036] In one example, the upper portion 64 of the housing
is movable relative to the lower portion 62. As depicted
generally in FIG. 3 by the arrows P1 and P2, the upper
portion 64 can be rotated or swiveled either to the lefi or
right relative to the lower portion 62 and can be pivoted
forward or rearward relative to the lower portion of the
housing 60 as well. Thus, in this example, the housing
moves to accommodate positioning and aiming of the video
camera 74. In another example, the housing 60 can be
entirely stationary. The video camera itself can be coupled to
a device or motor that is manipulated electronically to direct
and aim the video camera 74.

[0037] The parent unit 24 in the disclosed example is
illustrated in greater detail in FIGS. 4 and 5. In one aspect
of the present invention, the disclosed parent unit 24 has a
two part housing assembly 80. The housing assembly has a
first section or flip section 82 and a second or base section
84. In the disclosed example, a hinge or joint 86 is posi-
tioned along mating edges of the two sections 82 and 84. The
flip section 82 can be rotated or pivoted relative to the base
section 84 to an open position as shown in FIG. 4. The flip
section 82 can also be pivoted or rotated to a closed position
as depicted in FIG. 5. A conventional antenna 88 is also
provided on the housing assembly 80, and in this example
extends from an edge of the base section that generally
coincides with the location of the pivot joint 86.

[0038] Referring to FIG. 4, the parent unit in the open
position has a front side defined in part by a viewing surface
100 disposed on one side of the flip section 82 and in part
by a front surface 102 on a side of the base section 84.
Together the viewing surface 100 and the front surface 102
face generally in the same direction with the housing assem-
bly 80 in the open position and define the unit’s font surface.
When the housing assembly 80 is pivoted to the closed
position shown in FIG. 5, the viewing surface 100 and the
front surface 102 of the two housing sections confront one
another and lie adjacent on another. A display screen 104 is
provided on the viewing surface 100 on the flip section 82
in the disclosed example. The display screen can be any type
of suitable screen technology and in one example is an LCD
screen. The LCD screen 104 is visible with the unit in the

open position. The LCD screen 104 and sandwiched
between, hidden, and protected within the housing assembly
80 in the closed position.

[0039] In one aspect of the present invention, the two part
housing assembly 80 permits the housing to be folded in half
when not being used, when being transported, and there is no
need to View the LCD screen 104 during use. As noted
above, a large display screen is a desirable feature in a baby
monitor system. The larger the screen, the better a parent or
caregiver is able to see what is transpiring with their child
being monitored. An LCD screen provides an adequate
picture for use in video baby monitors, but the larger the
screen the better the images can be viewed in this type of
hand held unit environment. In conventional video monitors,
all of the switches and buttons, the screen, the speaker, and
other devices associated with the parent unit are provided on
the front surface of the housing. This cithcr reduces the
available space for the screen, thus requiring a smaller
screen size for a given housing size, or results in a larger
housing. In the disclosed example, the housing assembly 80
can be folded in half and thus be rendered more portable.
The unit will essentiallybe half as large as a conventional
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parent unit video monitor, except when opened. Thus, the
disclosed unit can have a relatively large screen in propor-
tion to the overall housing size. 'llie disclosed unit can
remain relatively small and highly portable and yet have a
fairly large screen in comparison to conventional units.
Unless a caregiver is actively viewing the LCD screen 104
and manipulating the features of the unit, the disclosed
parent unit 24 provides this advantage. The LCD screen 104
can take up an entire halfof the housing assembly 80 and yet
the housing can be rendered quite small and portable when
folded. The base section 84 of the housing assembly 80 can
be utilized for all of the features and functions necessary to
operate the parent unit 24.

[0040] In another aspect of the present invention, the
parent unit 24 includes a plurality of added beneficial
features provided by the housing assembly 80 as depicted
best in FIGS. 4-6. For example, the parent unit 24 has a
power ON/OFF button 106 that can turn the parent unit ON
or OFF entirely. The button 106 is relatively small and
provided on a side edge 108a of the base section 84 in this
example. The AC adapter jack 30 is also provided on the
same side 108a for connection to the AC adapter 26 in the
disclosed example. A video ON/OFF button 112 is provided
on the front surface 102 of the base housing section 84 and
can be depressed to turn only the video LCD screen 104 ON
or OFF without powering down the entire parent unit. As
will be evident to those having ordinary skill in the art, the
position, orientation, shape, and other aspects of the housing
assembly 80 and the ON/OFF button 106, the jack 30, and
the video ON/OFF button 112 can vary and yet fall within
the spirit and scope of the present invention.

[0041] In the disclosed example as shown in FIG. 6, a
battery receptacle 114 is positioned on the back side 116 of
the base section 84 and covered by a cover 118. The battery
receptacle 114 is on the base section, which also leave more
housing volume, i.e., the entire flip section 82, for commit-
ting a large LCD screen 104.

[0042] Each of the housing flip and base sections 82 and
84 has a free edge 120a and 120b, respectively. The free
edges 120a and 120b are opposite the joined edges of the
two sections 82 and 84 carrying the hinge 86 and in the
disclosed example define an exposed end surface on the
housing assembly 80. In the disclosed example, a connection
light 122 and a plurality of sound lights of a light bar 124 are
provided on the free edge 120a of the flip section 82. The
connection light 122 and sound light bar 124 can operate in
a conventional manner and are located in an advantageous
position on the housing according to the invention. Specifi-
cally, the connection light 122 will illuminate in a manner
indicating to the caregiver that connection is made with the
child unit 22. In one example, the connection light 122 can
be a dual-color red/green LED. In another example, two
different colored [,ED's can be placed side-by-side, one
being red and one being green, on the edge 120a. The
connection light 122 can illuminate red when no connection
exists between the parent and child units, and illuminate
green when a satisfactory connection exists. Similarly, the
sound light bar 124 operates in a conventional manner but
again is advantageously positioned on the edge 120a in
accordance with the invention. In one example, the light bar
124 progressively illuminates to indicate the audio level
being picked up by the child unit 22. 'lhe more lights
illuminated, the louder the sound and the fewer lights
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illuminated the quieter the sound being picked up. Altema-
tively, the light bar 124 can illuminate in a manner that
represents other characteristics of the sound being moni-
tored, such as how frequently the baby makes a sound.

[0043] A pair of lights is provided on the free edge 120b
of the base section 84 in this example. One of the lights is
a battery level indicator light 126 and the other of the lights
is a battery charging status light 128. The presence or
absence and the features of these two battery lights on the
disclosed parent unit 24 can vary considerably and yet fall
within the spirit and scope of the present invention. If
present, the battery level light 126 can be a dual-color LED
or have two separate LEDs, one color being red and the other
color green. In one example, the light 126 can illuminate
green when the batteries are sufficiently charged and red
when the batteries are low and require recharging. Similarly,
the battery charge light 128 can also be a dual-color LED or
incorporate two different colof LEDs. In the disclosed
example, the battery charging light 128 can illuminate red
during a battery charging cycle and illuminate green when
the battery charging cycle is completed and the batteries 32
are fully charged. As will be evident to those having ordinary
skill in the art, the level and charge lights 126 and 128 can
also be combined into a single function light or light
combination instead of being provided as two separate
indicators on the unit.

[0044] A speaker is also provided in the housing base
section 84 and an opening 130 is provided for the speaker in
the free edge 120b of the base section. The speaker will emit
sound through the speaker opening 130 so that a caregiver
can hear the audio transmission from the child unit 22. Inthe

disclosed example, a pair of volume UP/DOWN buttons
132a and 132b, respectively, are provided on the opposite
side edge 108b on the base section 84. In this example, the
caregiver can use the volume UP/DOWN buttons to raise or
lower the speaker volume level of the parent unit 24,
depending upon their needs at a particular time.

[0045] Referring again to FIGS. 4 and 5, the free edges
1200 and 120a of the housing sections 82 and 84 lie facing
in the same direction when the unit is in the closed position.
The connection light 122, light bar 124, battery level indi—
cator 126, battery charge light 128, and speaker opening 130
are all facing in the same direction, positioned on the
exposed edges 1200 and 120b with unit 24 closed. Similarly,
the volume UP/DOWN buttons 132A and 1328 and the

power ON/OFF button are positioned on the side edges 108b
and 108a of the base section and are also exposed when a
unit closed. Thus, with the unit closed, a caregiver can still
view and ascertain the status of the battery, the status of the
child/parent unit connection, the intensity of sounds emitted
from the speaker. 'Ihe caregiver can also turn the unit ON or
OFF, adjust volume UP or DOWN, listen to the speaker.

[0046] Yet another aspect of the invention is illustrated
with reference to FIGS. 7 and 8. The belt clip 38 has a clip
part 140 that includes jaws which open downward to clip
onto a wearer’s belt 142. The belt clip 38 also includes a
receptacle bracket 144 coupled to the jaws and sized to
receive the base section 84 of the parent unit 24 as shown.
Detents or recesses 146 can he provided on the edges 1080
and 108b of the base section 84. Corresponding dimples or
protrusions (not shown) can be provided on the interior of
the receptacle to assist in retaining the parent unit 24 in the
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belt clip 38 when installed. As shown in FIG. 8, when the
parent unit 24 is attached to the belt clip 38 and belt clip is
attached to a wearer’s belt 142, the hinge or joint 86 is
positioned downward and the parent unit is positioned with
the free edges 120a and 1201) of the housing assembly 80
facing upward. In this orientation, the parent unit 24 in the
present example provides significant advantages to the car-
egiver.

[0047] First, a caregiver need only look down to view and
ascertain the battery status and see the light bar to determine
the emitted sound intensity. The caregiver can also review
the status of the connection between the parent unit 24 and
child unit 22 simply by looking down at the connection light
122 exposed on the free edge of the unit. The caregiver need
only reach down to turn the unit ON or OFF and to adjust
the speaker volume UP or DOWN. The caregiver need to
nothing but listen for sounds emitted by the speaker, which
is facing upward toward their ear. Neither the unit nor the
belt clip need be removed to perform these functions.

[0048] Second, with the hinge or joint 86 positioned at the
bottom of the portable unit, the flip section 82 can be rotated
outward while the parent unit 24 and belt clip 38 remain
attached to the wearer’s belt 142. Thus, if the caregiver
wishes to view the LCD screen 104 and see the child being
monitored, the caregiver need only rotate the flip section
outward to do so. Again, the caregiver need not remove the
receiver unit 24 from the belt clip 38 or the belt clip 38 from
their belt 142 to see the LCD screen 104. 'Other optional
features, settings, and adjustments can also be offered on the
exposed parts of the housing assembly when closed and
mounted in the belt clip 38.

[0049] Third, the speaker is on the edge of the unit 24 and
not on the front side. This leaves more housing volume
available for placement of other components, options, and
features. This leaves still firrther available space for a larger
LCD screen on the housing assembly 80.

[0050] Thus, the parent unit 24 in the disclosed example
provides protection for the display screen when the housing
80 is in the closed position. The parent unit 24 also permits
viewing the display screen when the unit is being trans-
ported without removing the unit from a belt clip. The
disclosed parent unit also permits operating the unit and
ascertaining functional parameters without having to
remove the unit from the belt clip or other attachment
device. Additionally, the parent unit 24 in the disclosed
example permits use of a larger LCD screen while main-
taining a relatively small overall housing package rendering
the parent unit truly portable.

[0051] In an alternative example, the housing can be
configured with two halves that linearly slide between the
closed and open positions while staying parallel to one
another. The end surface or edge features noted above will
be equally beneficial in such an arrangement. The sliding
track could also be along a curved are in which the on-belt
viewing advantage would also be achieved. The housing
sections could also pivot about a point while remaining
parallel to one another and achieve one or more of the
above-noted advantages and benefits.

[0052] In another aspect of the present invention. the
disclosed monitor system 20 employs a battery back-up
system that utilizes less battery power when operating on the
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back-up DC batteries. FIG. 9 is a simplified schematic
depicting one example of the child unit 22 and the parent
unit 24 of the disclosed system 20. The child unit in this
example has a camera 74 and IR light emitters 77 as
discussed previously. The child unit 22 also employs a
microphone 150 positioned adjacent the microphone open-
ing 72 described previously. The child unit 22 also employs
a transmitter 152 that is capable of transmitting audio and
video signals. The child unit 22 picks up sound through the
microphone 150 and transmits appropriate signals represen-
tative of the sound to the parent unit. The child unit also
picks up video images through the camera 74 and also
transmits appropriate signals representative of the images to
the parent unit 24.

[0053] The parent 1mit 24 generally has a receiver 154
capable of receiving both audio and video signals from the
child unit 22. The receiver 154 is coupled to a micropro-
cessor 156. The microprocessor can perform many func-
tions, one ofwhich is to separate the audio and video signals
received by the receiver 154. The microprocessor 156 sends
the audio signals to a speaker 158, which is positioned
adjacent the speaker opening 130 in the housing 80. The
microprocessor 156 can also send the video image signals to
the LCD screen 104 of the parent unit 24. The LCD can
show irnages representative of the video signals.

[0054] As shown in FIG. 9, the child unit 22 also employs
a plurality of IR emitters 77, such as LEDs, associated with
the camera 74. The emitters 77 are employed to illuminate
a room when it is dark. The IR light is invisible to humans,
so a baby would not be disturbed while it is sleeping. As
noted previously, the IR emitters can be coupled to a light
sensor that can efi‘ect activation or deactivation depending
upon ambient lightlevels in the child’s room. If the IR
emitters are activated with higher ambient light levels, the
picture color could be affected. Such IR emitters 77 consume
significant power.

[0055] The child unit 22 includes a switch 160 associated
with the transmitter 152 in this example. The switch 160 is
coupled to both the external power source 162 and the
back-up batteries 34. The switch 160 can be configured to
select which power source is to be used to operate the child
unit components. The child unit can optionally have its own
microprocessor 164 that can perform various functions
relating to the audio and video signals, the power supply, or
other operational parameters of the unit.

[0056] It is known that occasional AC power loss can
occur. This happens during storms or other uncommon
power outages. A conventional monitor system would either
stop functioning completely or would switch over to a
battery back-up, but still operate the video monitor compo-
nents and wear down the batteries very quickly. In the
disclosed monitor system 20, the switch 160is configured to
immediately switch from AC power source upon detection
ofa power outage to the DC power source which functions
as the battery back—up in this example. The transmitter 152
(or optionally the microprocessor 164) in the disclosed
example can be configmred to detect a change in the source
of power. When the unit 22 detects that it is operating on
back-up batteries 34, the transmitter 154 (or optionally the
microprocessor 164) immediately ceases all video transmis-
sion function. The transmitter will cease sending image
signals when operating on back-up batteries in the disclosed
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example. The transmitter (or optionally the microprocessor
164) can also disable the camera and/or the night vision
function by tuming off the camera, the IR emitters 77, or
both. The unit 22 can also be configured to cease all video
image processing in the microprocessor 164, if one is
provided on the unit. Immediately ceasing some or all video
functions will significantly reduce power consumption and
thus increase battery life for the child unit 22 if a power
outage occurs.

[0057] A caregiver may now notice that no video image
can be viewed. This could be cause for concern. In the

disclosed example, the child unit transmitter 152 is thus also
configured to send a signal to the parent unit receiver 154.
The parent unit microprocessor 156 in this example is
configured to receive the signal indicating the change in
power source at the child unit and emit and alert for the
caregiver to recognize the change. In one example, the alert
can be an audible alarm or other signal emitted from the
speaker 158 that is recognizable to the caregiver as an
indication of a power outage at the child unit 22. In another
example, the light bar 124 or battery lights 126 and 128 can
be employed either separately, instead or, or in conjunction
with an audible alert, to indicate to the caregiver that a power
outage has occurred and that no video transmission is
presently being sent. In a further example, the video display
screen 104 can be coupled to the microprocessor in a manner
that it can provide a visual indication to the caregiver that the
external power source or the AC power has been discon-
nected or lost at the child unit 22 and that the child unit is

now operating on battery back-up. Any combination of the
lights, speakers, and screen can be utilized as in form of alert
to the caregiver. -

[0058] As shown in FIG. 9, the AC circuit 162 in the child
unit 22 can be configured so that it operates on DC power
using one of the AC power adapters 26. The power adapter
26 converts the AC incoming power to DC power for the
incoming external power 162. Upon interruption of the
external power source 162, such as loss ofAC power to the
adapter 26, the switch will change over to back-up power.
The transmitter 154 will detect a drop in DC power from the
switch. Detecting the power reduction signals the transmitter
to immediately cease some or all video functions. In one
example, the camera 74 can be left on since the camera alone
may not draw much power. Similarly, the microprocessor
164, if provided, can be configured to continue processing
both audio and video data, or to stop all video data functions.
In a further example, the parent unit microprocessor can also
be configured to cease processing all video data to conserve
even more power. Back-up battery life can be significantly
increased using the disclosed system and method.

[0059] The system can be provided with a mantra] override
option. This option can permit a caregiver to reinstate all
video functions even if the child unit is operating on back-up
power. A switch 166 or other means to initiate manual
override can be provided on either of the units 22 or 24.

[0060] In another aspect of the present invention, the
monitor system 20 is configured so that the parent unit 24
can be used to control the size of the image viewable on the
LCD screen 104. The parent unit 24 can be used to zoom in,
zoom out, or pan an image. In the disclosed example, the
camera and lens are of an inexpensive type wherein the lens
has no mechanical zoom feature. Thus, the focal point of the
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camera 74 and lens 76 is non-adjustable in this example. The
zoom capability is created by data and image information
manipulation. The images captured by the camera 74 and
lens 76 are picked up by the transmitter 152 in the child unit
and transmitted to the receiver 154 of the parent unit 24. In
this example, it is possible to zoom in on a child, zoom out,
or to pan side to side or up and down. Since the camera and
lens are incapable of performing these functions in the
disclosed example, the image data must be manipulated to
achieve these functions.

[0061] The camera 74 in the disclosed example can be a
type that has a relatively wide field of view. Altematively or
additionally, once a user is familiar with ,the disclosed
system 20, they can position the child unit 22 and its camera
74 at an appropriate location in the baby’s room to yield
maximum field ofview desired. The zoom and pan functions
can then be used to view portions or partial images ofthe full
image. With that in mind, either the child unit 22 or the
parent unit 24 in the disclosed example is configured to
perform the desired zoom and pan features. Either the
microprocessor 164 in the child unit or the microprocessor
156 in the parent unit can be configured with a mathematical
algorithm and programming that work with the available full
image data received from the child unit. The microprocessor
can be configured to select a subset of the full image data to
produce and create a partial or zoom image using the data
subset. That partial image data can then be delivered in a
format to fit the entire LCD screen 104.

[0062] FIG. 10 shows one example of a process for
achieving zoom and pan functions in the disclosed baby
monitor system. In one example, the parent unit 24 can send
a command, initiated by the user, to the child unit 22
indicating selection ofa zoom or pan function. The child unit
processor 164 can perform the zoom function on the image
data and then send the processed data to the parent unit 24
for display on the screen. In such an example, the amount of
data sent to the parent unit 24 can be the same regardless of
zoom state. In the disclosed example, the child unit micro-
processor 164 (or optionally the parent unit processor 156)
can be configured to perform frame-by-frame video adjust-
ment using the algorithm. Each frame can then be displayed
frame-by-frame on the LCD screen 104. Thus, the image can
simulate an enlarged video image.

[0063] In this example, a. selected fraction of the full
image pixel information transmitted from the child unit 22
is selected and a partial image is generated based on the
selected pixel subset. In the disclosed example, the camera
74 can be selected to have a much higher resolution than the
resolution of the display screen 104. The processor selects a
portion of the full image data and sends an image to the
screen based on that data. Little or no loss in image quality
will occur where the resolution of the partial image is still
higher or equal to that of the screen.

[0064] A multi-function button arrangement 170 is
depicted in FIG. 4 and is provided on the front surface 102
of the housing base section 84. The multi-function button
arrangement 170 in this example includes a round central
selection button 172 surrounded by a pair of half-moon
shaped toggle or scroll buttons I74 and 176. As will be
evident to those having ordinary skill in the art, the location,
positioning, size, shape, and configuration of the button
arrangement 170 can vary considerably and yet fall‘within
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the spirit and scope of the present invention. Also, the
particular function of these buttons can also vary from that
shown and described herein. In the disclosed example, the
central selection button is identified as the OK button 172 .

and the toggle or selection buttons are identified as the UP
or DOWN buttons 174, 176. However, the buttons and their
functions can vary from that of the disclosed example.

[0065] As will be described in greater detail below with
respect to another aspect of the present invention, a user can
locate and select the zoom function using the OK button
172. Once the zoom mode is selected, the‘scroll buttons 174
and 176 can be used to choose from a plurality of selectable
pan and zoom regions of the maximum viewable image (see
FIG. 1113). Using the buttons 170, 172, and 174, the user can
elect to zoom in at the View center of the normal video

screen image. Alternatively, a user can select to pan to one
of a plurality of quadrants or regions within the maximum
viewable image and zoom in on that selected region. In FIG.
11E, there are four such quadrants aside from zooming in on
the View center. The quadrants in this example essentially
divide the viewing area into four equal off-center compo-
nents and a center region. In one example of the present
invention, a user can also select using the scroll buttons 174
and 176 the degree in which to zoom in on an image within
a selected quadrant using the scroll buttons 174 and 176.
Once a quadrant and degree of zoom is selected by a user,
the microprocessor will select the appropriate pixel infor-
mation for that quadrant and enlarge the view of only that
selected information to fit the LCD screen. That information

will then be sent to the LCD screen 104 and the images
shown for viewing.

[0066] In the disclosed example, a user can select a view
centered image or a diagonally panned image from the four
corner quadrants of the fill image. The options shown herein
are for images panned left and up, left and down, right and
up, or right and down relative to the view center of the full
image. In an alternative example, more or fewer zoom
and/or pan options can be provided. Options for panning left
and right only, up and down only, or other combinations can
also be provided.

[0067] The zoom function can certainly be achieved in
other alternative ways. For example, a more expensive
camera and lens assembly can be employed in the child unit
22. The lens can be configured with mechanical zoom
capability. The camera and lens can be equipped with
appropriate motor controls to move the lens to zoom in or
out. The child unit 22 can also employ the appropriate motor
controls to pan up, down, left, or right. This can be done by
moving the entire camera or by moving the entire upper
portion 64 of the housing 60 to direct the camera in the
appropriate pan direction. In such an example, the parent
unit 24 can be provided with a remote control signal device
that is coupled to the microprocessor 156. Using the multi-
function button arrangement 170, the user can select the pan
direction and amount as well as the zoom amount. The

microprocessor can transmit the selected information to a
parent unit transmitter, which then can send an RF or other
appropriate signal to the child unit motion control devices to
manipulate the cannera and/or the housing. In one example,
the child unit could also incorporate a receiyer to receive the
transmitted zoom and pan signal information from the parent
unit. In another example, the camera and housing can
employ separate devices that directly receive the signals
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transmitted from the parent unit. These direct zoom
examples would be more complex and expensive, but would
be capable of a wider zoom and pan range.

[0068] In another alternative example, the childunit 22
can be provided with its own microprocessor and receiver
and a receiver and the parent unit 24 can be provided with
a transmitter. User selections relevant to zoom and pan can
be sent from the parent unit transmitter and received at the
child unit. The algorithm calculations can be performed by
the child unit microprocessor. The manipulated image data
can then be sent from the child unit transmitter, having
already been processed by the child unit microprocessor, to
the parent unit receiver for display on the LCD screen. In a
further example, a dedicated custom integrated circuit, such
as a field-programmable gate array circuit (FPGA) or an
application specific integrated circuit (ASIC) could be
employed in the parent unit or more likely in the child unit.
The dedicated integrated circuit can electronically control
the camera and lens according to user input to manipulate
zoom and pan functions and/or to perform algorithmic
calculations on the image data to create zoom and pan effects
on the information. As will be evident to those having t
ordinary skill in the art, additional methods and mechanisms
can be utilized to perform the zoom function of the inven-
tion.

[0069] In another aspect of the present invention, a com-
bination of the microprocessor 156, the display screen 104,
and the multi-function button arrangement 170 can be
utilized to provide an on-screen display function. The on-
screen display can be programmed to permit adjusting,
monitoring, and setting the various features, fitnctions, and
operational parameters of the monitor system 20. In con—
ventional monitor systems, the various features and func-
tions are adjusted manually using buttons and switches
placed on the housing at various locations as noted above.
The adjustments are made by any combination of sliding
switches, pushing buttons, listening to audible commands
and indicators, and viewing the light bar to make the
appropriate selections and to set performance parameters for
the various features and functions. In the disclosed example,
the video screen 104 is utilized to assist in performing these
tasks by displaying various selectable features and functions
on the screen. The microprocessor 156 can be programmed
to allow setting and controlling functions of the parent unit
24, to set up operational parameters of the system 20, and/or
to do the same for one or more features and functions of the
child unit 22.

[0070] One example of the on-screen display function of
the present invention is disclosed and described herein with
respect to the previously discussed zoom capability. As will
be evident to those having ordinary skill in the art, more than
one function can be part of the on-screen display. Also, the
monitor system functions that can benefit from the on-screen
display feature can vary considerably. In general, the video
screen can operate in a monitoring mode or in an on-screen
display or functional mode. In the monitoring mode, the
screen can display real time images of those captured by the
camera. In the on-screen mode, the screen can at least
display operational parameter infomtation. The screen can
also be configured to display both at the same time, with
on-screen display information overlaid onto the real time
image.
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[0071] As shown in FIG. 11A, the LCD screen 104 can
display status information relative to whether the parent unit
24 is in communication with the child unit 22. With the

screen tumed on, the parent unit 24 can display information
indicating that it is trying to make a connection or is
searching for a connection with the child unit 22. In this
example, “searching” is displayed on the screen until the
child unit 22 is located. At that time a live video feed 180 as

depicted generically in FIG. 118 will then appear on the
LCD screen 104. Once the connection is established, the
connection light 122 in the disclosed example will illumi-
nate green indicating a good connection between the parent
unit 24 and the child unit 22.

[0072] In general, a user can use the OK button 172 in
order to access an on-screen display menu 182 as shown in
FIG. 11C for selecting functions and features of the system
20 to adjust or set. Once the menu 182 is accessed, the user
can use the scroll UP/DOWN buttons 174 and 176 to scroll

through the various menu choices. Upon landing on an
appropriate desired choice on the display screen, a user can
press the OK button 172 to make that selection. FIG. 11C
illustrates one of many possible examples of a main on-
screen display menu 182. In this example, the options
ZOOM, ALARM, SETTINGS, EXIT are displayed on the
main menu 182.

[0073] The user can use the scroll buttons 174 and 176 to
land on ZOOM and then the OK button 172 to select the

ZOOM option from the main menu. As shown in FIG. 11D,
a ZOOM menu 184 will then appear on the LCD screen 104.
In this example, the ZOOM menu 184 includes a ZOOM
lN/MOVE option, a ZOOM OUT option, and a BACK
option. A user can select any one of these options using the
scroll UP/DOWN buttons 174 and 176 as before. As

depicted in FIG. 11E, if a user selects the ZOOM lN/MOVE
option, a new image can then appear on the on-screen
display showing an array of selectable pan regions 186
available to zoom in on. As before, once a user determines
the particular pan region option, the user can manipulate the
scroll UP/DOWN buttons 174 or 176 select the option.
When the appropriate selection is made, the user can press
the OK button 172 to select that option. Once selected, a new
screen as shown in FIG. 11F can appear with a ZOOM icon
187 that indicates to a user that the image is larger or that the
ZOOM feature is activated.

[0074] The ZOOM icon can either remain on the screen as
the live video image 180 reappears or can be hidden when
the live video image 180 replaces the on-screen display after
a period of time. To change the ZOOM setting, the user can
press the OK button 172 to retum to the main menu 180. The
user can then go through the steps of choosing from the
on-screen display menu options as before.

[0075] In an alternate example, the real time video image
can be continuously displayed as background or in a portion
of the screen along with the functional infomiation of the
on-screen display feature. The real time image can also
change size, i,e., zoom, as a selection is made to let a user
know which selection they have made and its affect on the
image. The on-screen display information can also be over-
laid directly on the real time video image, as shown in FIGS.
4 and 118 with the ZOOM icon 187 appearing on the screen
104.

[0076] As will be evident to those having ordinary skill in
the art, the variety of options and parameters available
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within the parent unit microprocessor can vary considerably
and yet fall within the spirit and scope of the present
invention. Further, the information displayed on-screen can
also vary considerably, depending upon the options pre—
sented and the features of the device. These features can

include, but are certainly not limited to displaying the
current time, setting that current time, adjusting or setting
brightness of the on-screen display, setting a video timer to
turn the parent screen off and/or to turn off the screen on the
child unit, changing language for the menu, adjusting sound
volume from the parent unit speaker, and the like.

[0077] In an alternative example shown in FIG. 12, the
on—screen display can work in conjunction with one or more
of the various buttons on the parent unit. For example, the
user can depress one of the volume UP/DOWN buttons 1320
or 132b and a volume adjust image 188 can appear on the
LCD screen 104. The user can adjust the volume using the
side edge buttons 1320, 132b or, alternatively, the scroll
UP/DOWN buttons 174, 176. In this example, a speaker
icon 190 appears on the screen to indicate that one or more
characteristics of the audio signals can now be adjusted.
Such characteristics can include sound volume adjustment
for the speaker, adjustment of a minimum decibel threshold
for the sounds being monitored before the speaker emits any
sound, or the like. In this example, a volume level bar 192
also appears in the on-screen display. The bar 192 can be
used to indicate the adjustment level. Upon completion of
adjusting the sound level, the caregiver can press the OK
button 172 to return to the live video image 180. In another
alternative as shown in FIG. 11F, the on-screen display can
be used to supplement other functions of the parent unit 24.
In this example, a battery status indicator 200 is provided
that shows the battery charge level. This can be used in place
of or in conjunction with the battery charge level light 126
previously described. Clearly other information can also be
displayed with the on-screen display feature, if desired

[0078] Use of the on-screen display feature on a baby
monitor system 20 can reduce the number of switches,
buttons, and devices on the parent and child units, and
particularly on the parent unit. It also can reduce the number
of mechanical components provided inside the housing of
the unit associated with each of the buttons and switches.

For example, in prior art devices volume control often
requires a switch or roller-type potentiometer, as does a
brightness adjustment using the same type of switch. The
features can be replaced by the on-screen display feature and
the multi-function button arrangmementl70 of the present
invention. A channel selection switch is typically provided
on a conventional unit to select among a plurality of avail-
able operation channels. In the disclosed example, the
on-screen display can be used in place of the traditional,
dedicated slide switch. The microprocessor 156 can be
programmed to display the available channels and the multi-
function button arrangement 170 can be used to select the
appropriate channel in place of a conventional slide switch.
Similarly, the on-screen display feature disclosed herein can
be used in place of conventional buttons for turning the
video screen on and off, if desired.

[0079] Conventional video baby monitor systems that are
currently known use one of several existing analog video
formats. One such format is the National Television Stan-

dard Committee (N'I‘SC) analog video fonnat. Overlaying
text or images on top of the analog video image requires
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additional hardware. In the disclosed example, these prob-
lems are avoided by using digitally encoded audio and video
transmission. 'lhe microprocessor 156 can format and
modify the video before it is sent to the screen and can be
manipulated to select between showing the video image
captured by the camera on the child unit or showing on-
screen display menus and images. The transmitter 152 and
receiver 154 in the disclosed example thus can be digital
devices or each unit can employ an analog-to-digital eon-
verter to provide appropriate digital signal information.

[0080] Although certain video baby monitor systems,
method, and devices have been described herein in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present disclosure, the scope
of coverage of this patent is not limited thereto. On the
contrary, this patent covers all embodiments of the teachings
of the disclosure that fairly fall within the scope of permis-
sible equivalents.
What is claimed is:

l. A parent unit for a video baby monitor system having
a child unit with a transmitter, the parent unit comprising:

a housing;

a receiver for receiving video signals from the child unit
transmitter;

a microprocessor programmed to control operational
parameters of the monitor system;

a video screen on the housing configured to operate in a
monitoring mode and an information mode, the video
screen displaying video images representative of the
video signals during the monitoring mode and display-
ing at least functional information related to character-
istics of the operational parameters during the infor-
mation mode, at least one functional information
display in the information mode providing a selectable
on-screen option that, when selected, affects an opera-
tional parameter, and

a control device on the housing actuable for choosing the
selectable option to affect the operational parameter

2. A parent unit according to claim 1, wherein the video
screen is an LCD screen.

3. A. parent unit according to claim 1, further comprising:

a plurality of the selectable options that each, when
selected, affect a different one of the operational param-
eters

4. A parent unit according to claim 1, wherein the control
device is a multi-function button arrangement having one or
more scroll buttons for choosing the selectable option dis-
played on the video screen and a select button for selecting
the chosen selectable option.

5. A parent unit according to claim 1, wherein one of the
operational parameters is a selectable image zoom option
that can be selected to zoom in and zoom out on the video

images displayed on the video screen.
6. A parent unit according to claim 1, wherein one of the

operational parameters is a selectable image pan option that
can be selected to pan left and right of a view center of the
video images displayed on the video screen.

7. A parent unit according to claim 6, wherein one of the
operational parameters is a selectable image zoom option
that can be selected to zoom in and zoom out on the video

images displayed on the video screen.
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8. A parent unit according to claim 1, further comprising:

a speaker within the housing for emitting sound repre-
sentative of audio signals received by the receiver from
the child unit transmitter, wherein one of the opera-
tional parameters is a selectable speaker volume option
that can be selected to change the volume of the sound
emitted.

9. A parent unit according to claim 8, wherein the video
screen displays a sound volume bar when the selectable
speaker volume option is selected.

10. A parent unit according to claim 1, wherein the
functional information can be overlaid on the video screen

with the video images.
11. A video baby monitor system comprising:

a child unit having a video camera and a transmitter
configured to transmit video signals representing video
images received from the camera; and

a parent unit having a receiver for receiving the video
signals from the child unit transmitter, a microproces-
sor programmed to control operational parameters of
the monitor system, a video screen configured to oper-
ate in a monitoring mode and an on-screen display
mode, the video screen displaying the video images in
the monitoring mode and displaying at least system
information related to the operational parameters in the
on-screen display mode, wherein a plurality of select-
able on-screen options that can be displayed in the
on-screen mode can each, when selected, affect an
operational parameter.

12. A Video baby monitor system according to claim 11,
wherein the parent unit includes a control device configured
to scroll among and highlight a chosen one of the plurality
of selectable on-screen options and configured to select the
chosen option.

13. A video baby monitor system according to claim 11,
wherein the child unit has a microphone and the transmitter
is configured to transmit audio signals representing sound
received from the microphone, wherein the parent unit has
a speaker that emits sound representative of the audio
signals received by the receiver, and wherein one of the
plurality of selectable on-screen options is a speaker volume
adjustment option.

14. A video baby monitor system according to claim ll,
wherein the video screen is an LCD screen.

15. A video baby monitor system according to claim 11,
wherein one of the plurality of selectable on-screen options
is an image zoom option that can be selected to zoom in and
zoom out on the video images displayed on the video screen.

16. A video baby monitor system according to claim 11,
wherein one of the plurality of selectable on-screen options
is an image pan option that can be selected to pan left and
right of a view center of the video images displayed on the
video screen.

17. A video baby monitor system according to claim 16,
wherein one of the plurality of selectable on-screen options
is an image zoom option that can be selected to zoom in and
zoom out on the video images displayed on the video screen.

18. A video baby monitor system according to claim 11,
wherein the functional infomiation can be overlaid on the

video screen with the video images.
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WIRELESS AUDIO-VIDEO DOORBELL
MONITORING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] (a) Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a doorbell morti-
toring system, particularly to a wireless digital audio-video
doorbell monitoring system for a general family usage.

[0003] (b) Description of Related Art

[0004] A monitoring system can provide people with a lot
of fortune security and life safety. Owing to the progressive
advance of electronic technology, the electronic equipment,
which was pretty expensive before, becomes a consumptive
electronic product, and the monitoring system, which was
used only by large-scale or military organizations originally,
grows popular in general families, and thus now a general
family can afford the security system, which is not only
economic but also easy to operate.

[0005] A conventional doorbell monitoring system usually
comprises an outdoor device and an indoor device intercon-
nected with each other via a wire. The outdoor device can

only transfer audio-video signal to the indoor device, how-
ever, cannot detect the surroundings of a house, and thus
cannot guard a family’s safety. Further, as it needs an
additional wiring, it‘s hard to install the conventional wired
monitoring device,

[0006] A conventional monitoring system, such as “Digi-
tal Intelligent Monitoring System" of Taiwan Patent No.
132510, is constructed via interconnecting a digital audio-
video server and a computer in a distal node by a network.
As the adoption of a computer and a TCP/IP network, the
structure of the “Digital Intelligent Monitoring System” is
complex, and the setup of the system needs a professional
person. Thus, the building cost thereof is raised, and a
general family cannot afford its price and the cost of '
maintenance.

[0007] Owing to those described above, the present inven-
tion provides a wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring
system in order to solve the aforementioned problems of the
conventional technology.

SUMIVIARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

[0008] The primary objective of the present invention is to
provide a wireless doorbell audio—video monitoring system,
wherein outdoor devices are connected with a monitoring
device wirelessly in order that the disposal of each device
wound not be restricted by the configuration ofthe surround-
ings and the monitoring device can be disposed at any indoor
space freely.

[0009] Another objective of the present invention is to
integrate each device in a wireless way with an automatic
linking in order that the connecting interface of each device
would be no more necessary and the consumer can avoid the
difficulty of installing and maintenance.

[0010] Yet another objective ofthe present invention is to
utilize a built-in passive infrared reflective sensor to auto-
matically switch cameras and microphones on just when
some event is happening without necessity of powering the
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machine all day long, and to avoid an unnecessary
machine’s depreciation and power constmiption.

[0011] According to one aspect of the present invention, a
wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system of the
present invention is designed to be that a doorbell device,
detective devices and a monitoring device are integrated into
an independent network via a wireless way in order to detect
moving persons or objects and wirelessly transfer image and
sound to the monitoring device and the house owner and a
visitor can be interlinked via the doorbell and the house

owner can also identify the visitor via the image, and the
house safety is thus secured.

[0012] Via the attached drawings and the embodiments of
the present invention described below, the objectives, tech-
nical contents, characteristics and accomplishments of the
present invention are to be more easily understood.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of the network
architecture according to one aspect of the present invention.

[0014] FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of the doorbell
device structure according to one aspect of the present
invention.

[0015] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the operating
panel of the doorbell device according to one embodiment of
the present invention.

[0016] FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram the detective
device structure according to one aspect of the present
invention.

[0017] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of the operating
panel of the detective device according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

[0018] FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of the moni-
toring device structure according to one aspect of the present
invention.

[0019] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of the operating
panel of the monitoring device according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

[0020] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of the state-machine
of each device according to one aspect of the present
invention.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0021] 1 monitoring system

[0022] 2 doorbell device

[0023] 4 detective devices

[0024] 6 monitoring device

[0025] 200 multi-media processor

[0026] 202 RP transceiver module

[0027] 204 audio/voice CODEC

[0028] 206 doorbell

[0029] 208 relay

[0030] 210 gate '

[0031] 212 memory
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[0032] 214 CMOS sensor

[0033] 216 microphone

[0034] 218 speaker

[0035] 222 power indicator

[0036] 225 link indicator

[0037] 228 group number

[0038] 229 identify number

[0039] 400 multi-media processor

[0040] 402 RF transceiver module

[004]] 404 audio/voice CODEC

[0042] 412 memory

[0043] 414 CMOS sensor

[0044] 416 microphone

[0045] 420 PIR sensor

[0046] 422 power indicator

[0047] 425 link indicator

[0048] 428 group number

[0049] 429 identify number

[0050] 600 multi-media processor

[0051] 602 RP transceiver module

[0052] 604 audio/voice CODEC

[0053] 607 display panel

[0054] 609 open gate button

[0055] 612 memory

[0056] 615 select keys

[0057] 616 microphone

[0058] 618 speaker

[0059] 622 power indicator

[0060] 624 conversation button

[0061] 625 link indicators

[0062] 628 group number

REFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

[0063] The present invention utilizes a wireless network as
an interlinking means of a monitoring system and a digital
signal as transmission media of audio-video data. The
present invention can solve the drawback of the incapability
of identifying the image of a visitor in the conventional
doorbell and avoid the inconvenience resulting from the
complexity of the system.

[0064] Referring to FIG. 1 a schematic block diagram o'f
the network architecture according to one aspect of the
present invention, a monitoring system 1 comprises: a
doorbell device 2, three detective devices 4, and a monitor-
ing device 6, wherein the doorbell 2 is usually positioned at
the entrance of the monitored region; the devices of the
monitoring system I are interlinked via a wireless network,
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and the doorbell device 2 and detective devices 4 are

administrated by the monitoring device 6; the frequency
utilized by the wireless network is a 2.4 GI-Iz ISM (Industry,
Science and Medicine) frequency band,

[0065] Referring to FIG. 2 a schematic block diagram of
the doorbell device structure according to one aspect of the
present invention and FIG. 3 a schematic diagram of the
operating panel of the doorbell device according to one
embodiment of the present invention, the doorbell device 2
includes a doorbell 206, which generates a bell ring as a
Visitor’s request signal for a conversation with the house
owner, an CMOS sensor 214, which takes the images of the
visitor, a microphone 216 and speaker 218, which sends and
receives a sound signal, an RF transceiver module 202,
which receives and transmits wireless signal, an audio/voice
CODEC 204, which encodes an analog signal and decodes
a digital signal of sound, an relay 208, which controls the
switching of a gate 210, and a multi-media processor 200,
wherein the multi-media processor 200 connects with the
doorbell 206, CMOS sensor 214, relay 208, RF transceiver
module 202 and audio/voice CODEC 204, and the multi—
media processor 200 processes the digital signal of image
and sound, and a memory 212 connects with the multi-media
processor 200 to store the programs and data of the multi—
media processor 200. The operating panel of the doorbell
device 2 comprises: a power indicator 222, which indicates
the state of power supply, a link indicator 225, which
indicates the link state of the wireless, 3 group number 228
and 'an identify number 229.

[0066] Referring to FIG. 4 a schematic block diagram of
the detective device structure according to one aspect of the
present invention and FIG. 5 a schematic diagram of the
operating panel of the detective device according to one
embodiment of the present invention, the detective device 4
comprises: a microphone 416, which receives a sound
signal, a CMOS-sensor 414, which takes the images of the
surroundings, a PIR sensor 420, which can detects the
movement of objects in the surroundings, an RF transceiver
module 402, an audio/voice CODEC 404 and a multi-media
processor 400, wherein the multi-media processor 400 con-
nects with the CMOS sensor 414, PIR sensor 420, RF
transceiver module 402 and audio/voice CODEC 404, and
the multi-media processor 400 processes the digital signal of
image and sound, and a memory 412 connects with the
multi-media processor 400 to store the programs and data of
the multimedia processor 400. 'lhe operating panel of the
detective device 4 comprises: a power indicator 422, which
indicates the state of power supply, a link indicator 425,
which indicates the link state of the wireless, a group
number 428 and an identify number 429.

[0067] The aforementioned CMOS sensors 214,414 are
CMOS (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor)
image sensor, and the PIR sensor 420 is a Passive Infrared
Reflective sensor.

[0068] Referring to FIG. 6 a schematic block diagram of
the monitoring device structure according to one aspect of
the present invention and FIG. 7 a schematic diagram of the
operating panel of the monitoring device according to one
embodiment of the present invention, the monitoring device
6 comprises: a plurality of select keys 615, via which the
house owner can selects which one of the detective devices

4 and the doorbell device 2 to connect with the monitoring
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device 6, a display panel 607, which displays the image of
the monitored region, a microphone 616, a speaker 618, an
RF transceiver module 602, an audio/voice CODEC 604 and
a multi-media processor 600, wherein the multi-media pro-
cessor 600 connects with the RF transceiver module 602,
audio/voice CODEC 604, select keys 615 and display panel
607, and the multi-media processor 600 processes the digital
signal of image and sound, and a memory 612 connects with
the multi-media processor 600 to store the application
programs and data of the multi-media processor 600. The
operating panel of the monitoring device 6 comprises: an
open gate button 609, which sends an open signal via the
multi-media processor 600 to the doorbell device 2, a
plurality of link indicators 625, which indicate the link state
of the wireless link with each device, a power indicator 622
and a group number 628. The display panel 607 can be a
LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) display panel, OLED
(Organic Light Emitting Diode) display panel or CGSilicon
(Continuous Grain Silicon) LCD display panel.

[0069] The executive procedure of the system of the
present invention is described below. Referring to FIG. 8 a
schematic diagram of the state-machine of each device
according to one aspect of the present invention, the doorbell
device 2 and the detective devices 4 are positioned at the
monitored regions and powered to become active. After the
monitoring device is powered to operate, a polling mecha-
nism is initiated and the monitoring device 6 calls each of
the devices and waits for its acknowledge in turn in a given
frequency, such as one device/one second. Once receiving a
calling, the doorbell device 2 or the detective devices 4 send
responsive signals immediately to the monitoring device 6,
and thus a wireless network is built, and every device starts
to operate ordinarily. Once there is some event happening in
the monitored regions, the doorbell device 2 or the detective
device 4 will be triggered to send a signal to the monitoring
device to request a link, and once the link is built, the link
will continue for the duration of at least ten seconds. When
a series of events happen, the event'of higher priority will
interrupt the link of the event of lower priority in order to
link with the monitoring device 6 once the 10 seconds of at
least link duration of the anterior event is over. If the events

of the same priority happen in series, the posterior one can
interrupt the link of the anterior one but still has to wait until
the 10 seconds of at least link duration of the anterior event

is over. The monitoring device 6 would not switch to next
link until the 10 seconds of at least link duration of the
anterior event is over. If there is no new event afier the last .

event has been over for 3 minutes, the monitoring device 6,
the doorbell device 2 and detective device 4 will come into

a stand-by state in order to save the power and wait for next
event’s triggering. In the stand-by state, the display panel
607, the microphone 616 and speaker 618 stop operating,
and the CMOS sensors 214, 414 also stop operating. The
monitoring device 6 has the highest priority to control the
doorbell device 2 to undertake voice communication and

open the gate 210, or to control the doorbell device 2 to link
with the detective device 4 in order to receive an image and
sound signal.

[0070] While a visitor presses the button of the doorbell
206, a triggered signal will be sent to the RF transceiver
module 202 via the multi-media processor 200, and simul-
taneously the CMOS sensor 214 and the microphone 216 are
also triggered so that the doorbell device 2 may become
active. The RF transceiver module 202 sends a wireless
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signal to the RF transceiver module 602 of the monitoring
device 6, and then the signal is recovered to the original
signal and sent to the multi-medja processor 600. Once the
multi-media processor 600 receives the signal, it become
active and controls the display panel 607, the microphone
616, the speaker 618 and other device to prepare to link with
the doorbell device 2 and sends a signal to the speaker 618
to generate a bell ring, and then sends a signal of link
permission to the multi-media processor 200 of the doorbell
device 2 via the original path; then the image signal of the
visitor taken by the CMOS sensor 214 and the sound signal
received by the microphone 216 will be compressed into a
digital audio~video data by the multi-media processor 200,
and the digital audio-video data will be sent to the moni-
toring device 6 by the RF transceiver module 202. Once the
monitoring device 6 receiving the digital audio-video data,
the multi-media processor 600 processes the data and sends
the audio signal to the speaker 618, the video signal to the
display panel 607. The house owner can press the conver-
sation button 624 to transfer the sound signal to the speaker
218 of the doorbell device 2 to talk with the visitor. When

the house owner determines to open the door, he presses the
open gate button 609 to trigger the multi-media processor
600. When the multi-media processor 600 receives the
triggering signal, it will send a predetermined door-opening
‘code to the doorbell device 2 via the RF transceiver module

602. Afier the door-opening code is confirmed by the
multi-media processor 200 of the doorbell device 2, the
multi-media processor 200 will send a high voltage to the
relay 208, and then the relay 208 will send a high current/
voltage to open the gate 210. Additionally, the firmware to
perform the aforementioned procedure is stored in the
memory 212, 612 separately.

[0071] In another application of the system of the present
invention, when an uncertain object passes through the
monitored region of the FIR sensor 420 of the detective
device 4, the PIR sensor 420 will send a triggering signal to
the multi-media processor 400, and then the triggered multi-
media processor 400 will start the CMOS sensor 414 and the
microphone 416 so that the detective device 4 will become
active. The triggered multi—media processor 400 will also
send a signal to the RF transceiver module 402, via which
the signal is fiirther sent to the RF transceiver module 602
of the portable monitoring device 6. Then, the signal is
further transferred to the multi-mcdia processor 600. Once
the multi-media processor 600 receives the signal, the moni-
toring device 6 begins to become active, and an alarm signal
is sent to the audio/voice CODEC 604 and transformed into

an analog signal, which is then sent to the speaker 618 to
generate an alarm sound, and simultaneously the display
panel 607 opens, and the monitoring device 6 sends back a
signal wirelessly to the detective device 4 to issue a per-
mission for the transmission of an audio—video signal from
the detective device 4. Once the multi—media processor 600
receives the audio-video signal from the detective device 4,
the image will be displayed on the display panel 607, and the
sound will be generated in the speaker 618. Additionally
speaking, the firmware of performing the aforementioned
procedures is stored in the memory 412, 612 separately.

[0072] In yet another application of the system of the
present invention, when the house owner presses a select
keys 615, the multi-media processor 600 will be triggered to
send a wakening signal to the RF transceiver module 602 in
order to wake up the detective device 4 via a wireless way,
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and the display panel 607 and the speaker 618 are also
started to operate. Once the detective device 4 is waked up
to become active, it will send the audio—video signal to the
monitoring device 6 for displaying. If there is some event
happening in other devices at the same time, the correspond-
ing link indicator 625 will being flickering in a red light to
inform the house owner that there is something waiting for
the monitoring device 6 to handle.

[0073] The group number 628 of the monitoring device 6
is a number representing the independent wireless network,
and via the group number 628, this wireless network can be
distinguished from other ones and the interference between
those can be avoided. The group number 228 of the doorbell
device 2 and the group number 428 of the detective device
4 are also of the same number as that in the monitoring
device 6. Inside the network, the monitoring device 2 can
identify each of the devices and administrate them via the
identify number 229 ofthe doorbell device 2 and the identify
numbers 429 of the detective devices 4. Each of the link

indicators 625 on the operating panel indicates the state of
the wireless link of the corresponding device separately;
when a green light on, it indicates that the state of the
wireless link is well; when a red light on, it indicates that the
link is being undertaken; when the lights 011‘, it indicates that
the link is shut. The doorbell device 2 or the detective device

4 also has its own link indicators 225 or 425 separately;
when a green light on, it indicates that the state of the
wireless link is well; when a red light on, it indicates that the
link is being undertaken; when the lights off, it indicates that
the link with the wireless network is shut. Additionally, each
device has its own power indicator 222, 422 or 622 sepa-
rately; when a green light on, it indicates that the device is
standing by; when a red light on, it indicates that the device
is active; when the lights off, it indicates that the device is
off.

[0074] Via the utilization of the aforementioned client-
server architecture of the present invention, the monitoring
device monitors and administrates the doorbell device and

the detective devices positioned at the monitored regions. As
the center of monitoring and administration, the monitoring
device of the present invention utilizes a wireless method to
transfer signals, instructions and audio-video data. Further,
the operating interface of the monitoring device comprises
only simplified keys, and the monitoring system can be used
easily by a user who has no knowledge of the way however
the system physically operates. Furthermore, the installation
and maintenance of the system of the present invention is

simple and easy. Accordingly, the present invention
improves the drawback of the conventional doorbell device
that the function thereof is too simple, and provides a
wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system, which is
not only of more functions but also more easily installed,
operated and maintained and without the complexity of a
wired monitoring system, for a general family usage in order
to secure the safety thereof.

[0075] Via the embodiments, those described above are to
clarify the characteristics of the present invention in order to
enable persons skilled in the art to understand, make and use
the present invention. It is not intended to limit the scope of
the present invention. Any equivalent modification and
variation without departing from the spirit disclosed by the
present invention is to be included within the scope of the
appended claims stated below,
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What is claimed is:

l, A wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system,
which provides a detection of the image and sound of
monitored regions in order to secure the safety of the
monitored regions, and which has at least one entrance
positioned at said monitored regions and has a doorbell
function, comprising:

at least one doorbell device, positioned at said entrance;

a plurality of detective devices, positioned at said moni-
tored regions and detecting the image and sound of said
monitored regions; and

a monitoring device, connecting with said doorbell device
and said detective devices via a wireless transmission,
administrating said doorbell device and said detective
devices and receiving the audio and video signal from
said doorbell device and said detective devices via the
wireless transmission.

2. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 1, wherein said doorbell device further
includes: a doorbell unit, Which generates a bell ring as a
conversation request signal, a wireless receiving/transmit-
ting module, which sends and receives a wireless signal, an
image-taking unit, which takes the image of a person, an
audio frequency/voice encoding/decoding unit, which
encodes the analog audio signal and decodes the digital
audio signal, a microphone, which sends the signal ofsound,
a speaker, which receives the signal of sound and a multi-
media processor, which connects with said doorbell unit,
said wireless receiving/transmitting module, said image-
taking unit and said audio frequency/voice encoding/decod—
ing unit, and processes the digital audio and video signal.

3. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 2, wherein said doorbell device connects
with an electrically-controlled door.

4. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 2, wherein said doorbell device further
includes a relay, which controls said electrically-controlled
door to open or close, and connects with said multi-media
processor to receive the control signal therefrom.

5. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 2, wherein said image-taking unit of said
doorbell device or said detective devices is an image sensor
of complementary metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS).

6. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 2, wherein a memory is installed in each
of said doorbell device, said detective devices and said
monitoring device in order to store programs and data
accessed by said multi-media processor.

, 7. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 1, wherein each of said detective devices '
further includes: a microphone, which receives the signal of
sound, an image-taking unit, which takes the image of the
surroundings, a sensor, which can sense a moving object, a
wireless receiving/transmitting unit, which sends and
receives a wireless signal, an audio frequency/voice encod-
inydccoding unit, which encodes the analog audio signal
and decodes the digital audio signal, and a multi—mediu
processor, which connects said image-taking unit, said sen—
sor, said wireless receiving/transmitting module and said
audio frequency/voice encoding/decoding unit, and pro-
cesses the digital audio and video signal.
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8. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 7, wherein said sensor is a passive
infrared reflective sensor (PlR sensor).

9. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 7, wherein said image-taking unit of said
doorbell device or said detective devices is an image sensor
of complementary metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS).

10. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 7, wherein a memory is installed in each
of said doorbell device, said detective devices and said
monitoring device in order to store programs and data
accessed by said multi—media processor.

11. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 1, wherein said monitoring device further
includes: a plurality of select buttons, via which the user can
determines which one of said doorbell device or said detec-

tive devices is to be linked, a display panel, which shows the
images of the monitored regions, a wireless receiving/
transmitting module, which sends and receives a wireless
signal, an audio frequency/voice encoding/decoding unit,
which encodes the analog audio signal and decodes the
digital audio signal, a microphone, which sends the signal of
sound, a speaker, which receives the signal of sound and a
multi-media processor, which connects with said display
panel, said select buttons, said wireless receiving/transmit-
ting module and said audio frequency/voice encoding/de-
coding unit, and processes the digital audio and video signal,

111

‘
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and receives the instruction from said select buttons to

determine which image from said doorbell device or said
detective devices is to be shown on said display panel.

12. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 11, wherein said monitoring device
further comprises a door lock switching button connecting
with said multi-media processor.

13. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim ll, wherein said display panel is selected
from a set of liquid crystal display panel (LCD), organic
light emitting diode (OLED) display panel and continuous
grain silicon LCD (CGSilicon LCD) display panel.

14. The wireless audio-Video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 11, wherein a memory is installed in each
of said doorbell device, said detective devices and said
monitoring device in order to store programs and data
accessed by said multi-media processor.

15. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 1, wherein the frequency adopted by said
wireless transmission is a 2.4 GHz ISM (industry, science,
medicine) frequency band.

16. The wireless audio-video doorbell monitoring system
according to claim 1, wherein said monitoring device further
comprises a plurality of link indicators.
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amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief information Officer, US. Patent and
Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND To: Commissioner for Patents, P.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1—800-PTO~9199 and select option 2.
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 Complete if Known

] Application Number 1 12/117,004
Filin- Date Ma 8 2008

Examiner Name

Attorney Docket Number

SUBSTITUTE for form 1449A/PTO  

 

 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

 (use as many sheets as necessary)

  

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns. Lines. Where
Number—Kind Code (if MM-DD~YYYY Applicant of Cited Relevant Passages or RelevantDocument » Figures Appear

09/07/1999 Blair

  

Examiner
Initials  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Foreign Patent Document Pages. Columns,
Publication Date Name of Patentee or Lines

MM-DD—YYY Applicant of Cited Where Relevant
Document Passages or Figures

A- ear

 

Examiner
Country Code —Numbsr - Kind Code (it known)
 

  

   

   
OTHER PRIOR ART — NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the
Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, page(s), volume-issue

number(s), publisher city and/or country where published

 

   
Examiner ' Date

Signature Considered
*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
DM2\I7i3895.I
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PATENT I ATTORNEY DOCKET: D8114—00489

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In Re Application of: Hendrickson, Lisa Confirmation No: 8196

Serial No. 12/117,004 ' Group ArtUnit: 3765

Filed: May 8, 2008 . Examiner: n/a

For: Belly Covering Garment

M.S. Amendment

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER

Enclosed herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 CFR. § 1.56 in
connection with the above-identified application, which statement is being filed:

[ ] Together with the present application.

[X] Before the first Office Action on the merits or three (3) months from the

filing date of this application, whichever occurs last. [37 CFR § 1.97(b)]

[ ] After the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office
Action under §1.113 or Notice of Allowance under §1.31~1, whichever occurs first. [3 7 CFR

§1.97(c)]. (Either the fee or certification is provided, as setforth below).

[ ] After a Final Office Action under §1.113 or Notice of Allowance under

§1.31 1, but prior to or with payment of the Issue Fee. [3 7 CFR §1.97(d)]. The fee and

certification are provided, as setforth below).

DM2\1577432.1
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PATENT ATTORNEY DOCKET: D8114-00489

Consistent with Applicant’s obligations pursuant to 37 CFR §§l.97 and 1.98, the

following requirements have been met:

[x ] No separate requirements are needed. ‘

[x ] No additional fee is required.

 
Fee Under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) or 1.97(d)

[ ] The fee of $180.00 for submission of an IDS under § 1.97(c) as set forth in § 1.17(p)
accompanies this statement.

[ ] Please charge the fee of $1 80.00 for submission of an IDS under § 1.97(e) or (d) as

set forth in § l.17(p) to Deposit Account 04-1679.

Certification Under 37 CFR§ 1.97(e)

 The undersigned certifies:

[] 1 that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement

was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign

application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement;
or

[ ] 2 that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and,

to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of

information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual

designated in §l.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement.

Provision of Copies of References

[ ] A copy of each of the Foreign and Other references listed on the attached Form PTO—

1449 is enclosed herewith and forms a part hereof.

[ ] Partial Translations of References are enclosed herewith and form a part hereof.
 

[ ] A copy of the European Search Report from a corresponding or related EPO
application is enclosed herewith.

[ ] A copy of the International Search Report from a corresponding or related PCT

application is enclosed herewith.
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PATENT ATTORNEY DOCKET: D8114-00489 i

Identification of Prior Application(s) In Which Listed Information Was Already'Cited And
For Which No Copies Are Submitted Or Need Be Submitted

1

[X] This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior [
US. Application No(s). 11/756,242, filed May 31, 2007 (D8114-00369). Some or all of the ‘

references were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the prior application(s) and therefore

are not required to be provided in this application. 1

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 04—1679.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Date: $M§Q§ iii/Um m/L/M
' Gerald K. Kita

Registration No. 24,125

Customer No. 08933

DUANE MORRIS LLP

30 South 17th Street .

Philadelphia, PA 191 03 —4196 1
215—979-1863 tel

21 5-979—1020 fax

 

DM2\1577432.1
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PTOISBlst (01-09)
Approved for use through t1f30l2011. OMB 0651-0035

US. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Pepenivork Reduction Actof1995, no persons are required to respond to a coliectt‘on of information unless it dieptays a valid OMS control number.

POWER OF ATTORNEY APP'icafion Number 1211 17.094
0R Ftting Date May 5, 2008

First Named inventor Lisa A. Hendrickson

REVOCATtON OF POWER OF ATTORNEY 11 BELLY COVERSNG GARMENT 
WiTH A NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY

AND
1 Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

CHANGE OF CORRESPONQENCE ADDRESS Attorney Docket Number 043174014100

t hereby revoke atE previous powers of attorney given in the above—identified application.

E] A Power of Attorney is submitted herewith.
OR

E hereby appoint Practitioneds) associated wtth the foléowing Customer 22204
' Nember as my/our attorney(s) or agentts) to prosecute the apptication

identified above, and to transact all business in the United States Patent
and Trademark Office connected therewith:

OR

B I hereby appoint Practitioner{s) named betow as myi'our attorney(s) or agent(s) to pzosecute the application identified above. andto transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

3765

  

  
 

 
 

Regéstratéon Number Practitioner(s) Name
 
   
    
 
  
   

Piease recognize or change the correspondence address for the above—identified appiicetion to:
The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number.

OR

1:] The address associated with Customer Number:
OR

Firm or
individual Name

  
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 
  

Country

i am the:

El Appticant/lnventcr.OR

Assignee of record of the entire intetest. See 37 CFR 3.71. herewith
Statement under3?‘ CPR 3. 73(1)) {Form PTO/85196) submitted herewith or filed on

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Assignee of Record

   
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 Signature

_trra,.
SQLE; Signatures of at: the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representativets) are required. Submit muttiple forms if more than one
signature is required, see below‘.

  

  

 

 
   

forms are submitted

This cciteotion ofinformation is required by 37 CPR 1.31, 1.32 and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 USC. 122 and 3? CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the compieted application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the indtvtdual case. Any comments on
the amount of time you require to compiete this form andlor suggestions for reducing this burden, shouid be sent to the Chief information Officer, US. Patent and
Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. {)0 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. 55:43: To: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1459.

Ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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PTOISBIQG (07—09)
Approved for use through oristrzmz. OMB 0651-0031

US. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DdPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Papem‘ork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coliection of information untess it displays a valid OMB control number.

STATEMENT Ui‘iafig 37 CFR 3.73“)!

Appficanupatem Owner, Lisa A. HENDRICKSON, James H. GARDNER, lit and Richard ADELMAN

Application hid/Patent No.: 12/111004 Filed/issue Date: May 3, 2008
Titled:

 
 

 

BELLY COVERING GARMENT

 
DESTINATiON MATERNETY CORPORATiON . a corporation
{Name of Assignee) {Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.

  

states that it is:

1. the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest in;

2. D an assignee of iess than the entire right, title, and interest in
(The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %); or

3. D the assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety of (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made)

the patent application/patent identified above, by virtue of either:

A. D An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in
the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , Frame , or for which a

copy therefore is attached.
OR

B. A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent appticationlpatent identified above, to the current assignee as totlows:

1. From: Inventors To: Mothers Work, inc.

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Root 03 9570 , Frame 9495 or for which a copy thereof is attached.

2. From: Mothers Work, inc. To: Destination Maternity Corporation
  

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel 023390 Frame 0979 or for which a copy thereof is attached.
r r

3. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

E Additional documents in the chain of title are listed or: a supplemental sheet(s).

E] As required by 37 CFR 3.73(b)(1)(i), the documentary evidence oi the chain of title from the original owner to the assignee was,
or concurrentiy is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.

[NOTE A separate copy (tie, a true copy of the origins: assignment docoment(s)) must be submitted to Assignment Division in
accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. gee MPEP 302.08]

The undersigned (whoe title is suppiied below) is authorized to act on behaif of the assignee.

 

"this collection ofinformation is required by 37 CFR 3.73m), The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to fiie {and by the USPTO to
process} an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed appiication form to the USPTO, Time wiii vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time
you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US.
Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Atexandria, VA 22313—1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO This ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, PO. Box @458, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. .

Target Corporatlon
if you need assistance in completing the form. cart 1-890-PTOn9199 and select option 2.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

International Application Number: —

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC111(a)

Payment information:

File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

143255

 
043174_014100_Power_of_Att

Power Of Attorney orney_and_Statement.pdf bd603839f037b972ae17b46e2b820a585d '
78d0b

Information: Tar_et C0 uoratio
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Total Files Size (in bytes) 143255

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)—(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450 

Alexandria, ViJgLnia 22313-1450wwwuspto .gov
[IF

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE
 

   

12/117,004 05/08/2008 Lisa A. Hendrickson 043174-014100

CONFIRMATION NO. 8196

22204 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER

NIXON PEABODY, LLP

401 9TH STREET, NW lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
SUlTE 900 0000000388095

WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2128

Date Mailed: 11/17/2009

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 11/11/2009.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the

above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

/mayaleW/
 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450wwwusptogov
r 'LIF

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

 
 
   

12/117,004 05/08/2008 Lisa A. Hendrickson D8114-00489

CONFIRMATION NO. 8196

8933 POWER OF ATTORNEY NOTICE

DUANE MORRIS LLP - Philadelphia

IP DEPARTMENT lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll000000038809 66
30 SOUTH 17TH STREET

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103-4196

Date Mailed: 11/17/2009

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 11/11/2009.

. The Power of Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who has intervened as

provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondence will be mailed to the new address of record(37 CFR 1.33).

/mayaleW/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

12/117,004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.
Notice of References Cited Examiner Art Unit

Gloria Hale 3765 Page 1 0“
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

 
Document Number Date

Country Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY

S—4,506,390 03-1985

S—6,311,333 11-2001

S—3,045,678 07-1962

US—4,280,229 07-1981

Classification

2/221

2/237

450/130

2/221

Stern, Marilyn M.

Batra, Sachin

GEIMER CORNELIUS J

Stein, Paul

 
 

 

 
 

 

cccccccccccc ‘P‘P‘P‘P‘P‘P‘P‘P‘P
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

U m ,_..(DDocument Number

Country Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY Country Classification

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)-

U

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20091221

Target Corporation
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)lPatent Under
Reexamination 

  Index Of Claims 12117004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Rejected I Cancelled

 

  
 

 
 

  Examiner Art Unit

                      
  3765

n Non-Elected

Gloria Hale
 

Appeal

   II— afl Allowed fl Restricted
El Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant El CPA El T.D. El R.1.47

CLAIM DATE
 

 

N <\Final original 12/20/2009III...-1 \/

_________
_________
_________
n————————
_________

8

9

10

_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

16

17

18

_________
_________

(II-[>60 xxxxx
 

xxx 

xxxxx
 

xxx 
<\

  
<\

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 20091221
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313- 1450
wwwnsptogov

 
  
   APPLICATION NO. F ING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONF {MATION NO.   

12/117,004 05/08/2008 Lisa A. Hendrickson 043174—014100 8196

22204 7590 12/29/2009

NIXON PEABODY, LLP
401 9TH STREET, NW HALE, GLORIAM
SUITE 900

WASHINGTON, DC 20004-2128 PAPER NUMBER
3765

MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE

12/29/2009 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL—90A (Rev. 04/07) Eiaflggggcogm‘atligl;
. - age
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Application No. Applicant(s)

12/117,004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

Gloria Hale 3765 -
-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event however may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)I:I Responsive to communication(s) filed on

2a)I:I This action is FINAL. 2b)IZI This action is non-final.

3)I:I Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under EX parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

 

Disposition of Claims

4)IZI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application.
 

 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5)I:I Claim(s) is/are allowed.

6)IXI Claim(s) fl) is/are rejected.

7)I:I Claim(s)_ is/are objected to.

8)I:I Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)I:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)IZ The drawing(s) filed on 08 May 2008 is/are: a)IXI accepted or b)I:I objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

11)I:I The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)I:I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or (f).

a)I:I AII b)I:I Some * c)I:I None of:

1.I:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.I:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.I:I Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

 

 
 

Attachment(s)

1) E Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)

2) D Notice of Draftsperson‘s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mai| Date._
3) IZI Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) I:I Notice of Informal Patent Application

Paper No(s)/Mai| Date 5-8-08'9-19-08'2—25—09. 6) D Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mai| Date 20091221_

Target Corporat1on
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Application/Control Number: 12/117,004 Page 2

Art Unit: 3765

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.

Claims 1, 2,4, 5,6,8,11,12,14,15,16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)

as being anticipated by Stern (US 4,506,390).

Stern discloses a garment comprising an upper portion having a belly panel ( ass

seen in figure 1, ref. 11) wherein the belly panel is expandable (see col. 3,lines 30-31)

wherein the waistband portion l s radially expandable to cover and fit over the growing

abdomen (See figure 2, 19) and a garment lower portion 13 in figure 1 having a torso

encircling circumference as seen in figure 1- the unnumbered waistline of body portion

13 wherein the torso encircling circumference recedes downwardly as seen in figures 1

and 2, unnumbered intersection of waist portion 11 and body portion 13, to make way

for the expansion of the belly panel. Stern discloses the garment wherein the belly

panel, figure 1, waist portion 11 is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking

abdomen(See figures 1 and 2, waist portion 11 and pocket 19, col. 4,lines 28-30 in

regard to the automatic contraction of 11. Stem also discloses the garment with a

garment upper portion as seen in figure 1 waist portion 11 having the belly panel which

is foldable toward the garment lower portion to comprise a folded band.(See figure 4,

top hem stitching 15; col. 3,lines 34-36 in regard to the hem being formed along a top

Target Corporation
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Application/Control Number: 12/117,004 Page 3

Art Unit: 3765

edge by folding the top edge and stitching along line 15. Stem further discloses the

garment with the belly panel of figure 1, 11 as being woven or knitted with elastic,

stretchable strands(See col. 4,lines 45-47) in regard to the elastically woven or knitted

material. Stern discloses the garment with the garment upper portion having a further

torso encircling circumference as seen in figure 1, unnumbered waist portion 11 to hold

the garment up and in place over the torso. Stern also discloses the garment wherein

atop edge margin of the garment upper portion is folded over and sewn or knitted to an

inside of the fabric, figure 4, top hem stitching,1 5 in col. 3,lines 34-36 wherein the hem

is formed along a top edge by folding over the top edge and stitching it.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Stern in view of Carney (US 2004/0210987 A1)

Stern discloses the garment as claimed in claim 1 in addition to an

expandable upper portion as seen in figure 1, waist portion 11;col. 3,lines 30-31

regarding the waistband portion as being radially expandable wherein the

garment upper portion is an expandable tubular upper portion as seen in figure 3,

11 which is around the waist of the user and is tubular. Stern does not disclose

the upper portion as being seamless to fit comfortably while worn. Carney
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teaches a garment upper portion which is an expandable (See Abstract-elastic

band) tubular(figure 1, garment band 10, Abstract in regard to tube top) upper

portion that is seamless(para.29) in regard to the garment may be seamless to fit

comfortably while being worn. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one

having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the

expandable waist portion to construct it in an expandable tubular and seamless

design to fit comfortably while worn as taught by Carney with the system of

Stem in order to eliminate seams which may dig in a cause discomfort to the

usen

Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Stern in view of Oakley (US 2006/0010571).

Stern discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the

double layer tubular structure. Oakley teaches a double layer structure(Fig.1 C,

lower component 110,where lower component 110 has an inner surface and an

outer surface, forming a double layer structure of two different materials. See the

Abstract in regard to the lower component as having an outer surface and an

inner surface. Para.0013 in regard to the knit inside fabric stretches more than

the stretch woven outer fabric to accommodate a growing stomach. It would

have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify the garment of Stern with the teaching of Oakley to provide

the double layer structure as taught by Oakley in order to slightly increase the

tension on the body of the user providing additional support thereto.
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.Claims 9,19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Stern in view of Batra (US 6311333)

Stern discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the garment

lower portion has having a partial waistband(fig. 2,yoke 21) extending from the side

seams(30,31;fig.1 and col. 2,lines 47-50) of the garment lower portion and extending

across the back side of the garment lower portion.(figure 2). Batra teaches wherein the

garment lower portion has a partial waistband extending from side seams of the

garment lower portion and extending across a back side of the garment lower portion. .

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time

the invention was made to further provide wherein the garment lower portion has a

partial waistband extending from the side seams of the garment lower portion and

extending across a back side of the garment lower portion as taught by Batra with the

system of Stern in order to provide additional support for the back.

Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Stern in view of Geimer (US 3045678).

Stern discloses the garment substantially as claimed except for the series

of belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel or in the back panel

for further support to the wearer during various stages of pregnancy to provide

more or less support to the wearer during different stages. Geimer teaches a

series of belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel to cradle a

growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy(See figure 2, panel 20;col.
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1,|ines 25-28 regarding shirred elastic material of panel 20 to ensure the desired

comfort and adequate support. It would have been obvious to one having

ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the panel to

include the belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel to cradle a

growing abdomen and to include such support stitches in the back panel along

the spine to add more support to the wearer as taught by Geimer within the

garment of Stern in order to provide additional support and comfort to the wearer.

Double Patenting

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created

doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the

unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent

and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory

obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims

are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct

from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated

by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140

F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29

USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir.

1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422

F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163

USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1 .321(d)

may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory

double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to

be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of

activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement.

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a

terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with

37 CFR 3.73(b).

Claims 1-20 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory

obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-25 of

copending Application No. 11/756,242. Although the conflicting claims are not identical,
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they are not patentably distinct from each other because the claims claim the same

garment with a belly panel that is expansible to cover and fit a growing abdomen during

different stages of pregnancy in addition to a lower portion having a first torso encircling

circumference that recedes downwardly to make way for the expansion of the belly

panel in addition to a second circumference along the upper end of the belly panel

above the location of maximum girth of the abdomen to hold the garment up onto the

wearer wherein the upper portion is seamless, is of elastic fabric and yarns, is tubular

and includes a partial back waistband, belly and back stitches of different tension for

added support and a folded over double layer portion as claimed in claims 1-25.

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the

conflicting claims have not in fact been patented.

Conclusion

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Gloria Hale whose telephone number is 571-272—4984.

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs.,..

lf attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on 571-272—4996. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272—1000.

lGloria Hale/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

***
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

 

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811
Examiner : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/117,004 Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

: Richard Adelrnan Continuation No.: 8196
Title : BELLY COVERING GARMENT

PETIIflON TQ M! §PE§IAL UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.102|d[

Commissioner for Patents

PO Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Sir:

Applicants hereby petition under 37 CFR §1.102(d) and MPEP §708.02(II) that the

subject application be accorded special status and advanced in order of examination.

The requirements of 37 CFR §l.102 and MPEP §708.02 are fulfilled as follows:

1. Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of $130.00 to cover

the official Petition fee. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge fees under 37 CFR

§l.l6 and §l.17 which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-

2719.

2. In support of its Petition to Make Special, the Applicants allege the following:

a.) there are infringing products currently on the market;

b.) a rigid comparison of the alleged infiinging products has been made, and

in the Applicants’ opinion, at least some of the claims are unquestionably infringed by said

products; and

c.) the Applicants have a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art.

3. The references deemed most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by

the claims are already on the record.
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4. In view of that set forth above, Applicants respectfully solicit favorable

consideration and grant of this Petition, so that examination of the present application may be

expedited.

Respectfully submitted,

DESTINATION MATERNITY CORPORATION

Date: (423,”? :
onal J

 
. onio

enio Vice President & General Counsel

EAS'N3048917J 2
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Approved tor use through 11/30/2011. OMB 0651-0035

U.S. Patent and Trademartr Otlice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act at 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection at intormation unless it displays a vaid OMB control number.

POWER OF ATTORNEY

OR film-—
W—

“5%.???Wfiév‘v’éiféfimgfu‘é’i“ BELLYCOV R. G GRMENT
m:—

 
 
  

  
  

 

 
  
 

 

AND 3765
@—CHANGE °F °°RRESP°N°EN°E ADDRESS

 

I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given In the above-identified application. .

D A Power of Attorney Ia submitted herewith.OR

I hereby appoint Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer 3581 1
Number as mylour sttomey(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application
identified above. and to transact all business in the United States Patent
and Trademark Office connected therewith:

OR

B I hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as mylour attomey(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application Identified above. andto transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

Practitioner(s) Name Registration Number

  

 
  

  
  

  

 
Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-identified application to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number.

OR

[:1 The address associated with Customer Number:
OR

{:1 Finn orIndividual Name

__
_-—_m—
[——
_—m_

i am the:

D Applicant/Inventor.OR
Assignee ot record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71.
Statement under 37 CFR 3. mm (Form PTO/88:96) submitted herewith orfiled on

_'7).’£=_'—_IHEH
'Mumhmm—W

EDIE: Signatures at all the inventors or aasigneee of record 01 the entire irrterest or their representative“) are required. Submit multiple tonne It more then one
signature is requhd. see below.

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
    

tonne are submitted.

This selection o1 intormetion is required by 37 CFR 1.31. 1.32 and 1.33. The intormetion Is required to obtain or retain e benefit by the public which is to me (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete.
inducing gathering. preparing. and submitting the completed epplidion term to the USPTO. Time will very dependhg upon the individual case. Any comments on
the amount ot time you require to complete this turn and/or suggestions tor reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chiel information Officer. U.S. Patent and
Trademark Otlica. U.S. Department of Correnerca. PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 223134450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND 70: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1160, Alexandria. VA 22313-1‘50.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain Information In connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly. pursuant to
the requirements of the Act. please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) fumlshing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. if you do not furnish the
requested information. the US. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission. which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Inforrnatlon Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records
from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine
whether disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. in the course of
presenting evidence to a court. magistrate. or administrative tribunal. including disclosures
to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to a Member of
Congress submitting a request involving an individual. to whom the record pertains. when
the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter
of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to a contractor of the
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974. as
amended. pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5523(m).

5. A record related to an lntemational Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in
this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to the lntemational Bureau of
the World Intellectual P' party Organization. pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system 10f records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to another federal
agency for purposes of5 National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to the
Administrator. General Services. or his/her designee, during an inspection of records
conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in
records management practices and programs. under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906.
Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing
inspection of records for this purpose. and any other relevant (i.e.. GSA or Commerce)
directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to the public after
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further. a record may be disclosed. subject to the limitations of
37 CFR 1.14. as a routine use. to the public if the record was filed in an application which
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application. an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to a Federal,
State, or local law enforcement agency. if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or
potential violation of law or regulation.
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PTO/SBI96 (07.09)
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no - rsons are re-uired to res- -nd to a collection of information unless it dis a s a valid OMB control number.

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73jb)

Applicant/Patent Owner: Destination Maternity Corporation

Application No./Patent No.: 12/117.004 Filed/Issue Date: May 8. 2008

   

 
  
 

 

 

  
T' I :

It ed BELLY COVERING GARMENT 

  
  
  

Destination Maternity Corporation ‘ a corporation of Delaware
(Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.
 
 

(Name of Assignee)

 
 

states that it is:

  1. the assignee of the entire right, title. and interest in;

 
 

 
 
 

an assignee of less than the entire right, title, and interest in
(The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is

 

  

 

%); or

the assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety of (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made) 
 

 

the patent application/patent identified above, by virtue of either: 
A. An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in

the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 023390 , Frame 0079 , or for which a
copy therefore is attached.

  
  OR

B. E] A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows:
To:  1. From:

 

 

 

 
 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.  
 

 

 To: 
2. From:

  The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

    Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.  

  
 

 3. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
     
 

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

  
 

E] Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet(s).

|:| As required by 37 CFR 3.73(b)(1)(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the assignee was,
or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.  

 [NOTE A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment Division in
accordance with 3 CFR Part 3, to recoro e assignment in the records of the USPTO. E MPEP 302.08]

The undersigned (w se title is sup ' ~ . below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

June 24, 2010

Signatur i Date
Paul A. Tauf -. No. 35,703 Attorney of Record

Printed .. - Title
This collection of info Wn is required by 37 C R 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is gover d by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time
you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief lnforrnation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, P.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection

with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission. which may result in termination of proceedings or
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from

this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the
record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in

this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal

agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management
practices and programs. under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not
be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is

referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State,
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential
violation of law or regulation.
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Attorney Docket No.: DMC-lO-1220CON

In re Application of Lisa A. Hendrickson, et al.
Serial No.: 12/ 1 17,004

Filed: May 8, 2008 -
For: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

A response to the outstanding official action in the above-identified application is enclosed.

El Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR §l.9 and §1.27 has been established.

E This is a Petition for an Extension of Time for the period noted below, as well as for any additional period
necessary to render this submission timely.

SMALL ENTITY OTHER THAN

SMALL ENTITY

TIME EXTENSION PETITION FEE No. of month 5 z 3 $0.00 $1,110.00

Subtract time extension fee ureviousl naid No. of month 5): 0 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL EXTENSION FEE DUE $0.00 $1,110.00

El No additional fee is required.

CLAIM FEE CLAIM(S) HIGHEST EXTRA RATE ADD’L RATE ADD’L
REMAINTNG NUMBER

AFTER

AMENDMENT

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE CLAIM S

TOTAL ADDITIONAL CLAIM FEE DUE

TOTAL FEE DUE $1,110.00 Extension fee

E Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of $1,110.00 (Extension fee).

 
E The Commissioner is authorized to charge payment ofthe following fees associated with this

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

E Any filing fees under 37 CFR §1.16 for the presentation of extra claims.

E Any patent application processing fees under 37 FR §1 .17.

 
 

 

 
Date: June 24 2010

r , Reg. No. 52,783

‘ ppllcants
PAT/RLC/nn

(215)656-3385
EAST\43049089. 1
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811

Examiner : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/117,004 Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 8196

Title : BELLY COVERING

: GARMENT Date: June 242 2010

RESPONSE

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the Official Action dated December 29, 2009, the Applicants

amend the application as follows:
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In the Claims

1. — 20. (Cancelled).

21. (New) A garment portion adapted for use in conjunction with one or more articles

of clothing, said garment portion comprising:

an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly

region, said belly panel comprising:

an upper edge portion defining a first encircling circumference about a

wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer's upper abdomen region, and

a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and defining a

second encircling circumference.

22. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, further comprising a pair of trousers

attached to said lower edge portion.

23. (New) The garment portion of claim 22, wherein said trousers comprise denim

jeans.

24. (New) The garment portion of claim 23, wherein said denim jeans comprise one

or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.

25. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, further comprising a skirt attached to

said lower edge portion.

26. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein said belly panel is adapted to

cover the wearer’s belly region during different stages of weight gains and losses.

27. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein said belly panel is adapted to

substantially cover and fit over different body types.

EAST\43047716.1 2
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28. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel is elastically

expansible and contractible.

29. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel is seamless to fit

comfortably while being worn.

30. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel is foldable to

comprise a folded band.

31. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel is woven or

knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

32. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein a top edge margin of the belly

panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel fabric.

33. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel comprises a

double layer tubular structure.

34. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel further

comprises a partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge portion and

extending down into side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

35. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel further

comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the wearer’s

abdomen region.

36. (New) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the lower edge portion is

configured to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the wearer’s

expanding belly region.
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Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 129



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 130

Remarks

Claims 1-20 are pending. Each of Claims 1-20 are hereby cancelled in favor of

newly added Claims 21-36. Notably, no new matter has been added as a result of new

Claims 21-36. To the contrary, new Claims 21-36 merely clarify that which is considered

the invention, and include features and limitations previously examined and considered as

part of original Claims 1-20. For example, independent Claim 21 is directed to a garment

portion comprising an expansible belly panel similar to the one recited in original Claims

. 1 and/or 2. Further, new Claims 28-35 recite features similar to those previously recited

in original Claims 2-7, 9 and 10, for example. Accordingly, since no new matter has

been added, the Applicants submit that no additional prior art searches are warranted.

Thus, examination on the merits based on the prior art already of record is respectfully

requested.

Claims Re'ected under 35 USC 102

Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, and 18 stand rejected under §102(b) as

allegedly being anticipated by Stern (US Patent No. 4,506,390). Since each of Claims 1-

20 have been cancelled, the Applicants submit that this grounds of rejection is now moot.

Nonetheless, the Applicants will address Stern in view of new Claims 21-36. In view of

the following remarks, the Applicants respectfully submit that each of new Claims 21—36

is fully patentable over Stern.

Claim 21 is directed to a garment portion adapted for use in conjunction with one

or more articles of clothing. The claimed garment portion comprises an expansible belly

panel that includes an upper edge portion defining a first encircling circumference about

a wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer's upper abdomen region, and a lower edge

EAST\430477 l 6.1 4
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portion spaced from the upper edge portion and defining a second encircling

circumference. Notably, the claimed belly panel, by virtue of the spacing between the

upper and lower edge portions, is adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly

Leggy (emphasis added).

Stern, in sharp contrast, is directed to a maternity garment with an expandable

waistband portion that forms a pouch which supports a lower gortion of a woman’s

stomach (emphasis added). §gg Abstract and Fig. 1 of Stem. To that end, Stern describes

the waistband portion as having a narrower vertical extent at a rear portion of the

garment, and a wider vertical extent at a front portion of the garment which swoops down

to form a pouch which “...cups and supports the lower part of a woman’s stomach.”

(emphasis added). & col. 2, lines 50-75 of Stem. This cup-like pouch “acts as a sling-

like support” for the bulge of a wearer’s stomach. See col. 4, lines 31—36 of Stern.

Notably, and contrary to Claim 21, the cup-like support described in Stern only

covers a lower portion of a wearer’s bulging stomach, and as a result, is limited to

providing vertical support to the stomach primarily from beneath the wearer’s stomach
 

region. fig Fig. 1-3 of Stem. Claim 21, on the other hand, recites a belly panel

configured to substantially cover a Wearer’s entire belly region (emphasis added). This

belly panel includes an upper edge portion that encircles a wearer's torso at or above the

wearer‘s upper abdomen region. As a result, the claimed belly panel is able to encircle

the wearer’s upper abdomen region, thereby providing added vertical support to the

wearer’s belly both from above said belly region as well as from beneath the belly region.
 

In addition, as will be appreciated by those of skill in the art, the claimed belly panel

provides a substantially more comfortable experience for the wearer, particularly since
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there are no seams or edges which encircle the middle region of wearer’s belly (as in

Stern).

Accordingly, since Stern fails to disclose each and every feature of Claim 21, the

Applicants submit that Claim 21, and all claims that depend thereon, are all fully

patentable over Stern.

Claims Rejected under 35 USC §103

Claims 3 and 13 stand rejected under §103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable

over Stern in view of Carney (US Pub]. No. 2004/0210987). Claims 7 and 17 stand

rejected under §103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Stern in view of Oakley (US

Pub]. No. 2006/0010571). Claims 9 and 19 stand rejected under §103(a) as allegedly

being unpatentable over Stern in View of Batra (US Patent No. 6,311,333). Claims 10

and 20 stand rejected as allegedly being unpatentable over Stern in View of Geimer (US

Patent No. 3,045,678). As noted above, each of Claims 1-20 have been cancelled,

thereby rendering the foregoing claim rejections moot. However, the Applicants note

that many of the features recited in the cancelled claims remain in the new claims, and as

a result, will address these references in light of newly added Claims 21-36.

Carney has been cited as allegedly disclosing a seamless garment. fig; pg. 3 of the

instant Office Action. However, the Applicants note that Carney fails to cure the

deficiencies of Stem. As a result, each of Claims 21-36 is fully patentable over Carney

for at least those reasons discussed above. Indeed, Carney describes a band garment that

engages over the top of a woman’s skirt or pants. §g§ Abstract of Carney. This is

contrary to Claim 21, which recites a belly panel that substantially covers a wearer’s

entire belly region. Unlike Claim 21, the band garment described in Carney does not
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substantially cover a wearer’s entire belly region. Instead, the band garment is limited to

covering the fastening region of a woman’s pants or skirt. As will be appreciated by

those of skill in the art, this fastening region exclusively lies m the woman’s belly /

abdomen region. As a result, even if arguendo Carney were combined with Stern, the

combination would still fail to disclose a belly panel that substantially covers a wearer’s

entire belly region, as in Claim 21.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that each of Claims 21-36 is fully

patentable over any combination of Stern and Carney.

Oakley is cited as allegedly disclosing a double layer structure. E pg. 4 of the

instant Office Action. As with Carney, Oakley also fails to cure the deficiencies of Stem.

Instead, Oakley describes a double waistband that includes a non-elastic portion (110)

and an elastic portion (112). Importantly, the non-elastic portion (110) sits at the normal

mm of a waistband of a non-matemity pant, and the elastic portion (112) rises about

four (4) inches above the non-elastic portion (110), but no more than five or six inches

above said non—elastic portion (110). Sgg W [0007]-[0008] of Oakley. Notably, as will be

appreciated by those of skill in the art, a five or six inch rise above normal waistband

would not cover a wearer’s entire belly region. To the contrary, such a five-six inch rise

will only cover a lower portion of the wearer’s belly region. This is in sharp contrast to

the belly panel of Claim 21, which substantially covers a wearer’s entire belly region. As

a result, the Applicants submit that even if arguendo Oakley were combined with Stern,

the combination would still fail to disclose each and every feature of Claim 21.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that each of Claims 21-36 is fully

patentable over any combination of Stern and Oakley.
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Batra is cited as allegedly disclosing a partial waistband extending from the side

seams and across a back side of the garment lower portion. SQ pg. 5 of the instant Office

Action. As with Carney and Oakley, Batra also fails to cure the deficiencies of Stem.

Instead, Batra describes a pant garment whose yoke and rear section of the waistband

incorporates a stretchable quality. fig; Abstract and Fig. 2 of Batra. Importantly, this

stretchable material is incorporated so as to render it indistinguishable from the remainder

of the patent garment material. Id. In other words, the waistband described in Batra is

designed to avoid altering the appearance of the pant garment in any way.

Unlike Claim 21, Batra fails to disclose any belly panel that substantially covers a

wearer’s entire belly region. To the contrary, as noted above, Batra describes a

stretchable waistband designed in size and shape to appear as any ‘norrnal’ or

conventional waistband. Indeed, the Batra waistband sits _at the wearer’s waist, and d_oe§

not extend to an upper portion of the wearer’s belly region. As a result, even if arguendo

Batra were combined with Stern, the combination would still fails to disclose each and

every feature of Claim 21.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that each of Claims 21-36 is fully

patentable over any combination of Stern and Batra.

Lastly, Geimer is cited as allegedly disclosing belly cradling stitches or knitted

tension in a belly panel. §_e_e_ pg. 5 of the instant Office Action. As with Carney, Oakley,

and Batra, Geimer fails to cure the deficiencies of Stem. Instead, Geimer discloses a

three~panel girdle having garter loops which is n_o_t suitable for use in conjunction with

other articles of clothing. fig; Fig. 1 of Geimer. Accordingly, one of skill in the art would

n_ot be motivated to combine Geimer with Stern, as to do so would render Geimer
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inoperable for its intended purpose. Moreover, even if arguendo Geimer were combined

with Stern, the combination would still fails to disclose each and every feature of Claim

21.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that each of Claims 21-36 is fully

patentable over any combination of Stern and Geimer.

Double Patenting

Claims 1—20 stand provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of

nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting in view of claims 1—25 of co—pending

patent Application No. 11/756,242. In view of the Terminal Disclaimer filed herewith,

the Applicants submit that this grounds of rejection is now moot, and respectfully request

that it be withdrawn.

Conclusion

In View of the foregoing, the Applicants submit that the entire Application is now

in condition for allowance, which action is earnestly requested.

 

 
P ul A. Tauf r

eg. No. 35,703
'chard L. Cruz

Reg. No. 52,783

Attorney for Applicants

PAT/RLC/nn

(215) 656—3385
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 08-May-2008

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

_—

Utility under 35 USC111(a) Filing Fees

Sub-Total in

USD($)

Petition fee- 37 CFR 1.1701) (Group I”) 1464

Patent-Appeals-and-lnterference:

Post-Al|owance-and-Post-lssuance:

Description Fee Code Quantity

Extension-of—Time:
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. . . Sub-Total in

EXtenSion - 3 months With so paid

Total in USD (5) 1380
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811
Examiner : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/117,004 Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

:. Richard Adelman Confirmation No.1 8196

Title : BELLY COVERING GARMENT

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

Your Petitioner, Destination Maternity Corporation, which is the owner of the entire

interest in the above Application Serial No. 12/117,004 filed May 8, 2008 for BELLY

COVERING GARMENT, as evidenced by an Assignment recorded at Reel 023390, Frame 0079

of the US Patent and Trademark Office records, and is also the owner of US Serial No.

11/756,242 filed May 31, 2007 for BELLY COVERING GARMENT as evidenced by an

Assignment recorded at Reel 023390, Frame 0079 of the US Patent and Trademark Office

records. A convenience copy of the Patent Assignment Abstract of Title is attached. Your

petitioner has reviewed the relevant documentary evidence and certifies to the best of his

knowledge and belief that the applications are commonly owned.

Your Petitioner hereby disclaims the terminal part of any patent to be issued on said

application Serial No. 12/117,004 which would ektend beyond the expiration date of any patent

granted for US Serial No. ll/756,242 and hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the above-

identified application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that said patent is

EAS'I\43049014. I
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commonly owned with US Serial No. 11/756,242, this agreement to run with any patent granted

on the above-identified application and to be binding upon the grantee, its successors or assigns.

_ Your Petitioner does not disclaim any earlier than the expiration date presently shortened

by this Terminal Disclaimer, even in the event that said patent granted on US Serial No.

11/756,242 earlier expires for other reasons, such as failure to pay a maintenance fee, invalidity

or unenforceability, or is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37

C.F.R. §l.321(a), or has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate, or is otherwise

wholly or partially terminated prior to the expiration of its term. If any part of this paragraph

should be held to render this Terminal Disclaimer ineffective, then that part shall be deemed to

 
 

be of no effect.

Respectfully submitted,

DESTINATION MATERNITY CORPORATION

Date: 9 /0 By' '
onal J. Mascian

Senio Vice President & General Counsel

EASN3049014J 2
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

“—

——

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

——

Payment information:

 
Submitted with Payment yes—

—
The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination pqca ‘
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C. F. R. Section 1. 21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

265091

Power of Attorney be28101342d4040f42544b4392b18eff58a
d6e34

Information:

Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 9ed11b273bb14c1f977e8e027b56013a5d
544d2

bbd(b3420505a5f86b9959789365caa74a5
05b76

Petition for review by the Office of
Petitions. 38277a66501l95600d4e8e8147a8fac2c37

6dab9

103571

6d56ac95007447811037d5a081edc74998
5cd4b

Fee Worksheet (PTO-875) fee-info.pdf 6d4f0272ba2327c3aa4e3acc85bf4f39ff920
8dd
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address. COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450wwwusptogov
[IF

APPLICATION NUMBER F ING OR 371 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE
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Application No. Applicant(s)

12/117,004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

Gloria Hale 3765 -
-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event however may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)IXI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 6-24-10 Amendment and TD.

2a)IZI This action is FINAL. 2b)I:I This action is non-final.

3)I:I Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under EX parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

 
4)IZI Claim(s) 21-36 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5)I:I Claim(s)_ is/are allowed.

6)IXI Claim(s) M is/are rejected.

7)I:I Claim(s)_ is/are objected to.

8)I:I Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

 

Application Papers

9)I:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)I:I The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)I:I accepted or b)I:I objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

11)I:I The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)I:I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or (f).

a)I:I AII b)I:I Some * c)I:I None of:

1.I:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.I:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.I:I Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.
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Paper No(s)/Mai| Date . 6) D Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Application/Control Number: 12/117,004 Page 2

Art Unit: 3765

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.

Claims 21 ,22,25-28,30,31 ,32 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as

being anticipated by Stern (US 4,506,390).

Stern discloses a garment comprising an upper portion having a belly panel ( as

seen in figure 1, ref. 11) wherein the belly panel is expandable (see col. 3,lines 30-31)

wherein the waistband portion is radially expandable to cover and fit over the growing

abdomen (See figure 2, 19) and a garment lower portion 13 in figure 1 having a torso

encircling circumference as seen in figure 1- the unnumbered waistline of body portion

13 wherein the torso encircling circumference recedes downwardly as seen in figures 1

and 2, unnumbered intersection of waist portion 11 and body portion 13, to make way

for the expansion of the belly panel. Stern discloses the garment wherein the belly

panel, figure 1, waist portion 11 is contractible elastically to cover a shrinking

abdomen(See figures 1 and 2, waist portion 11 and pocket 19, col. 4,lines 28-30 in

regard to the automatic contraction of 11. Stem also discloses the garment with a

garment upper portion as seen in figure 1 waist portion 11 having the belly panel which

is foldable toward the garment lower portion to comprise a folded band.(See figure 4,

top hem stitching 15; col. 3,lines 34-36 in regard to the hem being formed along a top
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Application/Control Number: 12/117,004 Page 3

Art Unit: 3765

edge by folding the top edge and stitching along line 15. Stem further discloses the

garment with the belly panel of figure 1, 11 as being woven or knitted with elastic,

stretchable strands(See col. 4,lines 45-47) in regard to the elastically woven or knitted

material. Stern discloses the garment with the garment upper portion having a further

torso encircling circumference as seen in figure 1, unnumbered waist portion 11 to hold

the garment up and in place over the torso. Stern also discloses the garment wherein

atop edge margin of the garment upper portion is folded over and sewn or knitted to an

inside of the fabric, figure 4, top hem stitching,1 5 in col. 3,lines 34-36 wherein the hem

is formed along a top edge by folding over the top edge and stitching it.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stern in

view of Carney (US 2004/0210987 A1)

Stern discloses the garment as claimed in claim 1 in addition to an

expandable upper portion as seen in figure 1, waist portion 11;col. 3,lines 30-31

regarding the waistband portion as being radially expandable wherein the

garment upper portion is an expandable tubular upper portion as seen in figure 3,

11 which is around the waist of the user and is tubular. Stern does not disclose

the upper portion as being seamless to fit comfortably while worn. Carney
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teaches a garment upper portion which is an expandable (See Abstract-elastic

band) tubular(figure 1, garment band 10, Abstract in regard to tube top) upper

portion that is seamless(para.29) in regard to the garment may be seamless to fit

comfortably while being worn. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one

having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the

expandable waist portion to construct it in an expandable tubular and seamless

design to fit comfortably while worn as taught by Carney with the system of

Stem in order to eliminate seams which may dig in a cause discomfort to the

usen

Claim 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stern

in view of Oakley (US 2006/0010571).

Stern discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the

double layer tubular structure. Oakley teaches a double layer structure(Fig.1 C,

lower component 110,where lower component 110 has an inner surface and an

outer surface, forming a double layer structure of two different materials. See the

Abstract in regard to the lower component as having an outer surface and an

inner surface. Para.0013 in regard to the knit inside fabric stretches more than

the stretch woven outer fabric to accommodate a growing stomach. It would

have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention

was made to modify the garment of Stern with the teaching of Oakley to provide

the double layer structure as taught by Oakley in order to slightly increase the

tension on the body of the user providing additional support thereto.
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.Claim 23,24 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Stern in view of Batra (US 6311333)

Stern discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the garment

lower portion has having a partial waistband(fig. 2,yoke 21) extending from the side

seams(30,31;fig.1 and col. 2,lines 47-50) of the garment lower portion and extending

across the back side of the garment lower portion.(figure 2). Batra teaches wherein the

garment, a jean or any other garment material pant has a lower portion with a partial

waistband extending from side seams of the garment lower portion and extending

across a back side of the garment lower portion. with various fly closures . Accordingly

it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the

invention was made to further provide wherein the garment lower portion has a partial

waistband extending from the side seams of the garment lower portion and extending

across a back side of the garment lower portion as taught by Batra with the system of

Stem in order to provide additional support for the back and abdomen of a pregnant

wearer with or without a working fly to achieve a desired aesthetic effect.

Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stern in

view of Geimer (US 3045678).

Stern discloses the garment substantially as claimed except for the series

of belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel or in the back panel

for further support to the wearer during various stages of pregnancy to provide

more or less support to the wearer during different stages. Geimer teaches a

Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 153



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 154

Application/Control Number: 12/117,004 Page 6

Art Unit: 3765

series of belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel to cradle a

growing abdomen during various stages of pregnancy(See figure 2, panel 20;col.

1,lines 25-28 regarding shirred elastic material of panel 20 to ensure the desired

comfort and adequate support. It would have been obvious to one having

ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the panel to

include the belly cradling stitches or knitted tension in the belly panel to cradle a

growing abdomen and to include such support stitches in the back panel along

the spine to add more support to the wearer as taught by Geimer within the

garment of Stern in order to provide additional support and comfort to the wearer.

Response to Arguments

Applicant's arguments filed 6-24-10 have been fully considered but they are not

persuasive.

Applicant argues that Stern does not cover an entire “belly region”. It is the

Examiner’s position that the term “Entire belly region” has not been clearly defined and

that applicant has not claimed an entire pregnant belly from an area just under the

breast, over an entire pregnant belly and that extends under the entire belly to

support the belly. Applicant has include the word “region” wherein this term can limit the

area covered to only a “region” of the belly that has not been clearly defined. Applicant

has then claimed the panel as having an upper edge of a first circumference that is on

a wearer’s torso at or above the wearer’s upper abdomen which may or may not cover

the “Entire belly” and a lower edge portion that is spaced form the upper edge to

Target Corporation
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define a second circumference which again has not been clearly defined to cover

an “Entire pregnant belly”. The term “region” limits the area to a “region” and which is

of a lesser area that as if it covered an entire pregnant belly. Also since the garment

is for use during all stages of pregnancy the garment of Stem may actually cover such a

claimed region since no garment measurement or parameters were given or claimed

and different sized pregnant wearer’s will have differently sized pregnant belly’s

especially during different stages of pregnancy such as from even one day of

pregnancy to a few days etc. NO specific pregnancy stages or time parameters in

addition to size parameters of the panel has been given. Therefore, the Stern garment

clearly discloses the claimed garment structure. Applicant’s arguments in regard to the

supporting prior art is moot in that Stern does disclose the belly panel as covering the

belly “region” as claimed. The supporting prior art references each disclose the

elements of which they were cited for in each rejection such as the garment being jeans

including a partial waistband; the double layer waistband structure; the cradling stitched

portions and the radially expandable portions as claimed and discussed above.

Additionally, new claim 21 has been broadened compared to claim 1 and now also

reads on the Oakley reference.

Applicant’s eXpandable belly panel for pregnant women during different

stages of pregnancy are clearly seen in the prior art references cited and as outlined

above. NO new patentable subject matter has been disclosed by applicant in the

present applcaition.
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Conclusion

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Gloria Hale whose telephone number is 571-272-4984.

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs.,..

lf attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on 571-272-4996. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272—1000.

lGloria Hale/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

***
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811

Examiner : Glon'a M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/117,004 Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 8196

Title : BELLY COVERING

: GARMENT Date: November 9, 2010

RESPONSE

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the Official Action dated September 30, 2010, the Applicants

amend the application as follows:

EAST\43681244.1
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370769

Responsepdf 53ddeca2f7b0c7d407695657f8a56e4960e.

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

Document Description

Amendment After Final

Amendment Copy Claims/Response to Suggested Claims 2

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment

Total Files Size (in bytes) 419415

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)—(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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Remarks

Claims 21-36 are currently pending. The Examiner is thanked for granting an

interview with the Applicants’ representative on Nov. 2, 2010. During the telephone

interview, the parties discussed the features recited in the claims of the instant

application. In addition, the parties discussed several additional features of the invention.

Specifically, the parties discussed the feature of “a garment lower portion having a torso

encircling circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the belly

panel.” Notably, this “garment lower portion” feature was already examined, deemed

novel, and used as a basis for allowing the parent of the instant application (i.e., US.

Application No. 1 l/756,242, now US Patent No. 7,814,575).

Based on the telephone interview, the Applicants have incorporated this “garment

lower portion” feature into independent Claim 21 of the instant Application. Since this

feature has already been searched, examined, and considered novel in View of the prior

art that is currently on the record, the Applicants submit that no additional prior art

searching is necessary, and further, that including this feature into the claims renders the

instant application novel and allowable in View of the prior art of record.

For added clarity, independent Claim 21 was further amended to explicitly recite

the bounds of the claimed “belly region”, which the Applicants submit is already implicit

in the claims. Nonetheless, the Applicants have included this amendment to clarify the

claimed subject matter. Support for the foregoing claim amendments may be found, for

example, at Fig. 1A (item 100) of the specification.

EAST\43681244.1 5
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As noted above, no new matter has been added as a result of the foregoing

amendments. As a result, the Applicants request that the foregoing amendments be

entered into the Official Record, and that all standing rejections be withdrawn.

Claims Rejected under 35 USC §102

Claims 21, 22, 25-28, 30, 31, 32 and 36 stand rejected under §102(b) as allegedly

being anticipated by Stern (US Patent No. 4,506,390). For reasons set forth below, the

Applicants respectfully disagree, and submit that each of Claims 21, 22, 25-28, 30, 31, 32

and 36 is fillly patentable over Stern.

Claim 21 is directed to a garment portion adapted for use in conjunction with one

or more articles of clothing. The claimed garment portion comprises an expansible belly

panel that is adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly region (emphasis

added). Importantly, the entire belly region comprises the area beginning just beneath

the wearer’s breast area, and extends over the wearer’s abdomen to a lower abdomen

region beneath the wearer’s belly.

Included in the claimed belly panel are an upper edge portion defining a first

encircling circumference about a wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer's upper

abdomen region, and a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and

defining a second encircling circumference about the wearer’s lower abdomen region,

beneath the wearer’s belly.

As will be appreciated by those of skill in the art, providing a belly panel that

substantially covers a wearer’s entire belly region, as that term is defined herein, provides

added support and comfort to the wearer’s entire belly

EAST\43681244.1 6
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Stern, in sharp contrast, is directed to a maternity garment with an expandable

waistband portion that forms a pouch which supports a lower portion of a woman’s

stomach (emphasis added). SQ Abstract and Fig. 1 of Stem. To that end, Stern describes

the waistband portion as having a narrower vertical extent at a rear portion of the

garment, and a wider vertical extent at a front portion of the garment which swoops down

to form a pouch which “...cups and supports the lower part of a woman’s stomach.”

(emphasis added). 1% col. 2, lines 50-75 of Stem. This cup-like pouch “acts as a sling-

like support” for the bulge of a wearer’s stomach. & col. 4, lines 31-36 of Stem.

Notably, and contrary to Claim 21, the cup-like support described in Stern only

covers a lower portion of a wearer’s bulging stomach, and as a result, is limited to

providing vertical support to the stomach primarily from ban—earl; the wearer’s stomach

region. See Fig. 1-3 of Stem. Claim 21, on the other hand, recites a belly panel

configured to substantially cover a wearer’s entire belly region (emphasis added). This

belly panel includes an upper edge portion that encircles a wearer's torso at or above the

wearer's upper abdomen region just beneath the wearer’s breast area. As a result, the

claimed belly panel is able to encircle the wearer’s upper abdomen region, thereby

providing added vertical support to the wearer’s belly both from abfle said belly region

as well as from beneath the belly region. In addition, as will be appreciated by those of

skill in the art, the claimed belly panel provides a substantially more comfortable

experience for the wearer, particularly since there are no seams or edges which encircle

the middle region of wearer’s belly (as in Stern).
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Accordingly, since Stern fails to disclose each and every feature of Claim 21, the

Applicants submit that Claim 21, and all claims that depend thereon, are all fully

patentable over Stern.

Claims Rejected under 35 USC §103

Claim 29 stands rejected under §103 (a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Stern

in view of Carney (US Publ. No. 2004/0210987). Claim 33 stands rejected under §103(a)

as allegedly being unpatentable over Stern in View of Oakley (US Publ. No.

2006/0010571). Claims 23, 24, and 34 stand rejected under §103(a) as allegedly being

unpatentable over Stern in View of‘Batra (US Patent No. 6,311,333). Claim 35 stands

rejected as allegedly being unpatentable over Stern in view of Geimer (US Patent No.

3,045,678).

Each of Claims 23, 24, 29, 34 and 35 depend from Claim 21, which as noted

above, is fully patent able over Stern. Thus, for at least those reasons discussed above,

each of Claims 23, 24, 29, 34 and 35 are also fully patentable over Stern. Moreover,

since none of the above—cited references cures the deficiencies of Stern, the Applicants

submit that Claims 23, 24, 29, 34 and 35 are fully patentable over any combination of

Stem, Carney, Oakley, Batra, and Geimer.

Turning first to Carney, it is noted that Carney has been cited as allegedly

disclosing a seamless garment, as in Claim 29. & pgs. 3-4 of the instant Office Action.

However, the Applicants note that Carney fails to cure the deficiencies of Stem (i.e., fails

to disclose a belly panel that substantially covers a wearer’s entire belly region). Indeed,

Carney describes a band garment that engages over the Q2 of a woman’s skirt or pants.

1% Abstract of Carney. This is contrary to Claim 21, which recites a belly panel that
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Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 165



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 166

substantially covers a wearer’s entire belly region. Unlike Claim 21, the band garment

described in Carney does n_ot substantially cover a wearer’s entire belly region. Instead,

the band garment is limited to covering the fastening region of a woman’s pants or skirt.

As will be appreciated by those of skill in the art, this fastening region exclusively lies

m the woman’s belly / abdomen region. As a result, even if arguendo Carney were

combined with Stern, the combination would still fail to disclose a belly panel that

substantially covers a wearer’s entire belly region, as in Claim 29.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 29 is fully patentable

over any combination of Stern and Carney.

Oakley is cited as allegedly disclosing a double layer structure, as in Claim 33.

& pg. 4 of the instant Office Action. As with Carney, Oakley also fails to cure the

deficiencies of Stem. Instead, Oakley describes a double waistband that includes a non-

elastic portion (110) and an elastic portion (112). Importantly, the non-elastic portion

(110) sits at the normal height of a waistband of a non-maternity pant, and the elastic

portion (112) rises about four (4) inches above the non-elastic portion (110), but no more

than five or six inches above said non-elastic portion (110). & W [0007]-[0008] of

Oakley. Notably, as will be appreciated by those of skill in the art, a five or six inch rise

above normal waistband would not cover a wearer’s entire belly region. To the contrary,

such a five—six inch rise will only cover aWigof the wearer’s belly region. This

is in sharp contrast to the belly panel of Claim 21, which substantially covers a wearer’s

entire belly region. As a result, the Applicants submit that even if arguendo Oakley were

combined with Stern, the combination would still fail to disclose each and every feature

of Claim 33.
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Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that Claim 33 is fully patentable

over any combination of Stern and Oakley.

Batra is cited as allegedly disclosing trousers and a partial waistband extending

from the side seams and across a back side of a garment portion, as in Claims 23, 24,

and/or 34. & pg. 5 of the instant Office Action. As with Carney and Oakley, Batra also

fails to cure the deficiencies of Stem. Instead, Batra describes a pant garment whose

yoke and rear section of the waistband incorporates a stretchable quality. & Abstract

and Fig. 2 of Batra. Importantly, this stretchable material is incorporated so as to render

it indistinguishable from the remainder of the pant garment material. Id. In other words,

the waistband described in Batra is designed to avoid altering the appearance of the pant

garment in any way.

Unlike Claim 21, Batra fails to disclose any belly panel that substantially covers a

wearer’s entire belly region. To the contrary, as noted above, Batra describes a

stretchable waistband designed in size and shape to appear as any ‘normal’ or

conventional waistband. Indeed, the Batra waistband sits at the wearer’s waist, and @

n_ot extend to an upper portion of the wearer’s belly region. As a result, even if arguendo

Batra were combined with Stern, the combination would still fails to disclose each and

every feature of Claim 23, 24, and 34.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that each of Claims 23, 24, and

34 is fully patentable over any combination of Stern and Batra.

Lastly, Geimer is cited as allegedly disclosing belly cradling stitches or knitted

tension in a belly panel, as in Claim 35. fig pg. 5 of the instant Office Action. As with

Carney, Oakley, and Batra, Geimer fails to cure the deficiencies of Stem. Instead,

EAST\43681244.1 10

Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 167



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 168

Geimer discloses a three—panel girdle having garter loops which is no_t suitable for use in

conjunction with other articles of clothing. gag Fig. 1 of Geimer. Accordingly, one of

skill in the art would mt be motivated to combine Geimer with Stern, as to do so would

render Geimer inoperable for its intended purpose. Moreover, even if arguendo Geimer

were combined with Stern, the combination would still fails to disclose each and every

feature of Claim 35.

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfiilly submit that Claim 35 is fully patentable

over any combination of Stern and Geimer.

Conclusion

In View of the foregoing, the Applicants submit that the entire Application is now

in condition for allowance, which action is earnestly requested.

Respectfully sub 1 e ,

 
Attorney for Applicants

PAT/RLC/vp

(215) 656-3385
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Attorney Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

In re Application ofLisa A. Hendrickson, et a1.

Serial No.: . 12/1 17,004

Filed: May 8, 2008
For: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

A response to the outstanding official action in the above-identified application is enclosed.

El Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR §1.9 and §1.27 has been established.

El This is a Petition for an Extension of Time for the period noted below, as well as for any additional period

necessary to render this submission timely.

SMALL ENTITY OTHER THAN

SMALL ENTITY

$0.00 $0.00

Subtract time extension fee reviousl naid No. of month(s : 0 $0 00 $0.00 -
TOTAL EXTENSION FEE DUE $0.00 $0.00

CLAIM FEE

E No additional fee is required.

   
  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 CLAIM(S)
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HIGHEST EXTRA RATE ADD’L RATE ADD’L

NUMBER CLAIM(S)
PREVIOUSLY PRESENT

PAID FOR

 

  FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE CLAIM S

TOTAL ADDITIONAL CLAIM FEE DUE   

  TOTAL FEE DUE $0.00 
El Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of $

 

E The Commissioner is authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

E Any filing fees under 37 CFR §1.16 for the presentation of extra claims.

E Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17.

R ectfully submitted

  
 

Date: November 10 2010 Pa A. Ta fe , Reg. No. 35,703
2, Reg. No. 52,783
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In the Claims

l.-20. (Cancelled)

21. (Currently Amended) A garment portion adapted for use in conjunction with one

or more articles of clothing, said garment portion comprising:

an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly

region, said belly region comprising an area beginning just beneath the wearer’s breast

area and extending over the wearer’s abdomen to a lower abdomen region beneath the

wearer’s belly, said belly panel comprising:

an upper edge portion defining afirst encircling circumference about a

wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer's upper abdomen region, and

a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and defining a

second encircling circumference about the wearer’s lower abdomen region;

and

a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower edge portion, having a

torso encircling circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the

belly panel.

22. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, further comprising a pair

- of trousers attached to said lower edge portion.

23. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 22, wherein said trousers

comprise denim jeans.

24. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 23, wherein said denim jeans

comprise one or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.
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25. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, further comprising a

skirt attached to said lower edge portion.

26. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21 , wherein said belly panel

is adapted to cover the wearer’s belly region during different stages of weight gains and

losses.

27. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein said belly panel

is adapted to substantially cover and fit over different body types.

28. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is elastically expansible and contractible.

29. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn.

30. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

isfoldable to comprise a folded band.

31. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

32. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein a top edge

margin of the belly panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel

fabric.

33. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

comprises a double layer tubular structure.

34. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

fiu‘ther comprises a partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge

portion and extending down into side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.
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35. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

further comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the

wearer’s abdomen region.

36. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the lower edge

portion is configured to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the

wearer’s expanding belly region.
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Receipt date: “it/t 0/201 0 $117004 ~ GAR): 3765

 ‘ UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811
DO NQT ENTfifiifir/ : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/117,004 Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 8196

Title : BELLY COVERING

: GARMENT Date: November 9, 2010

RESPONSE

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the Official Action dated September 30, 2010, the Applicants

amend the application as follows:
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Application No. Applicant(s)

Advisory Action 12/1 17, 004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief Examiner Art Unit

Gloria Hale 3765

--The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
THE REPLY FILED 10 November 2010 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE.

1. X The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of this
application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which places the
application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) a Request
for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. The reply must be filed within one of the following time
periods:

a) D The period for reply expires months from the mailing date of the final rejection.

b) IZI The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection.

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN TWO
MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(f).

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee
under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed,
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).
NOTICE OF APPEAL

2. [I The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 must be filed within two months of the date of
filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41 _37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41 .37(e)), to avoid dismissal ofthe appeal. Since a
Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41 .37(a).

AMENDMENTS

3. IX The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will n_ot be entered because
(a)I:I They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below);
(b)I:I They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below);
(0) IX They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for

appeal; and/or

(d)I:I They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims.
NOTE: See Continuation Sheet. (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41 .33(a)).

4. [I The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324).

5. El Applicant’s reply has overcome the following rejection(s):

6. El Newly proposed or amended claim(s)
non-allowable claim(s).

7. D For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) I] will not be entered, or b) I] will be entered and an explanation of
how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended.
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows:
Claim(s) allowed:
Claim(s) objected to:
Claim(s) rejected: 21-36.
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration:

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE

8. D The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will n_ot be entered
because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e).

9. D The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will n_ot be
entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome a_H rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41 .33(d)(1 ).

10. D The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER

11. D The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because:

would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the

12. El Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/O8) Paper No(s).

13. I] Other:

/Gloria Hale/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765
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Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) Application No. 12/117,004

Continuation of 3. NOTE: The amendment to claim 21 lines 4-6 is acceptable. However, applicant has claimed in lines 1-2 that the belly
panel is "a garment portion" for use with an article of clothing and that the portion is not part of the garment itself. However, applicant's
invention includes a belly panel that is part of a garment and attached thereto as seen in applicant's figures.
The newly added language in lines 12—14 now claims a "garment lower portion" . Applciant needs to amend the preamble and clearly claim
the garment portion and lower portion as being in one garment form as in applicant's figures. As presently claimed it appears that applcaint
is only claiming a band for use with a clothing item as stated in the preamble and then the recitation in lines 12—14 claims what appears to
be a garment lower portion that is attached but the language is not clear since the entire garment structure was not clearly defined in the
preamble and in the beginning ofthe claim. The invention is an expansible belly panel in combination with or attached to a lower garment
torso encircling portion with the downward receding portion as now claimed.
/Gloria Hale/

Primary Patent Examiner-AU 3765
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811

Examiner : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/1 17,004 Docket No.: DMC-10-122OCON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 8196

Title : BELLY COVERING

: GARMENT Date: December 22, 2010

RESPONSE

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the in response to the Official Action dated September 30, 2010

and the Advisory Action dated December 9, 2010, the Applicants amend the application

as follows:
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Attorney Docket No.: DMC-10-1220CON

In re Application of Lisa A. Hendrickson, et a1.

Serial No.: 12/1 17,004

Filed: May 8, 2008
For: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

A response to the outstanding official action in the above-identified application is enclosed.

El Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR §1.9 and §1.27 has been established.

El This is a Petition for an Extension ofTime for the period noted below, as well as for any additional period

necessary to render this submission timely.

SMALL ENTITY OTHER THAN

SMALL ENTITY

B] No additional fee is required.

  
 

  

  
  

 

 TIME EXTENSION PETITION FEE $0.00 $0.00

Subtract time extension fee reviousl aid No. of month 5 : 0 $0.00 $0.00
 

 TOTAL EXTENSION FEE DUE $0.00 $0.00

 CLAIM FEE CLAIM(S)
REMAINING

AFTER

AMENDMENT

El Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of $ .

F3 The Commissioner is authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

Any filing fees under 37 CFR §1.16 for the presentation of extra claims.

Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17.

Date: December 22 2010 

PAT/RLC/nn

(215)656-3385
EAST\44001073.1
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130206

ResponseOAAA.pdf

Amendment After Final

Amendment Copy Claims/Response to Suggested Claims 2

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment

Total Files Size (in bytes) 181205

Document Description

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)—(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.

 
Target Corporation

EX. 1008 - Page 181



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 182

Remarks

Claims 21-36 are currently pending. The Examiner is thanked for further

discussing this case with the Applicants' representative following issuance of the

Advisory Action of 12/09/2010. As a result of that discussion, the Applicants have

amended the preamble of independent Claim 21 to clarify the subject matter being

claimed. In particular, the preamble of Claim 21 has been amended to clarify that the

claimed invention comprises a belly panel portion in combination with or attached to a

lower garment torso encircling portion that has a downward receding portion.

As a result of all discussions held with the Examiner in this case, and of the claim

amendments submitted herein, the Applicants understand and expect that the claims of

the instant Application are now in condition for allowance. Accordingly, entry of the

amendment and issuance of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested.

Re cam

P 1 A. ufer

g. No. 35,703
'chard L. Cruz

Reg. No. 52,783

Attorney for Applicants

PAT/RLC/nn

(215) 656-3385

EAST\44000862. l 5
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In the Claims

1.-20. (Cancelled)

21. (Currently Amended) A garment portion adapted—fer—HSG-in-eonjunetien—mth—ene

 having an attached belly panel portion

comprising:

an expansible belly panel adapted to substantially cover a wearer's entire belly

region, said belly region comprising an area beginning just beneath the wearer’s breast

area and extending over the wearer’s abdomen to a lower abdomen region beneath the

wearer’s bellya said belly panel comprising:

an upper edge portion defining a first encircling circumference about a

wearer's torso that is at or above the wearer's upper abdomen region, and

a lower edge portion spaced from the upper edge portion and defining a

second encircling circumference about the wearer’s lower abdomen region;

and

a garment lower portion, in communication with the lower edge portion, having a

torso encircling circumference that recedes downward to make way for expansion of the

belly panel.

22. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, further comprising a pair

of trousers attached to said lower edge portion.

23. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 22, wherein said trousers

comprise denim jeans.

24. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 23, wherein said denim jeans

comprise one or more pockets and a sewn zipperless fly front.

EAST\44000862. l 2
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25. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, further comprising a

skirt attached to said lower edge portion.

26. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein said belly panel

is adapted to cover the wearer’s belly region during different stages of weight gains and

losses.

27. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21 , wherein said belly panel

is adapted to substantially cover and fit over different body types.

28. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is elastically expansible and contractible.

29. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is seamless to fit comfortably while being worn.

30. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is foldable to comprise a folded band.

31. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

is woven or knitted with elastic, stretchable strands.

32. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21 , wherein a top edge

margin of the belly panel is folded over and sewn or knitted to an inside of the belly panel

fabric.

33. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21 , wherein the belly panel

comprises a double layer tubular structure.

34. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

further comprises a partial waistband extending across a back side of the lower edge

portion and extending down into side seams of an article of clothing connected thereto.

EAST\44000862.1 3
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35. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the belly panel

further comprises one or more belly-cradling stitches or knitted tension to cradle the

wearer’s abdomen region.

36. (Previously Presented) The garment portion of claim 21, wherein the lower edge

portion is configured to extend downward with a parabolic shape to accommodate the

wearer’s expanding belly region.

EAST\44000862. l 4
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IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE, GLORIAM

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 3765
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 DATE MAILED: 01/31/2011

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

12/117,004 05/08/2008 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC—10—1220CON1 8196
TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

NO $0nonprovisional $ 1510 $300 $1810 05/02/2011

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.

PROSECUTION fl THE MERITS E CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS

STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT fl EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS

PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: M_ail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or m (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
propriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

fpdjlcated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change ofaddress) Note: A certificate of mailin can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(()5)Transmittal. This certi icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

fiapers. Each additional paper such as an assignment or formal drawing, mustave lts own certificate of mailing or transmission.

 

35811 7590 01/31/2011
Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

1P GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) I hereby cerltify that tllisflFee(fsf) Transmittal isf being deiposited 1with the UliitedStates Posta Service wi su icient postage or irst c ass mai in an enve ope
ONE LIBERTY PLACE addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273—2885, on the date indicated below.
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 (Depositor s name)

(Signature)

(Date)
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TITLE OF INVENTION: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional $1510 $300 $1810 05/02/2011

HALE, GLORIA M 3765 002—069000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR 1.363).

3 Change of correspondence address (or Change of CorrespondenceAddress rom PTO/SB/ 122) attached.

3 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03—02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Vumber is required.

2. For printing on the patent front page, list  
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively,  
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

   
3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : '3 Individual '3 Corporation or other private group entity '3 Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
3 Issue Fee 3 A check is enclosed.

3 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 3 Payment by credit card. Form PTO—2038 is attached.

3 Advance Order — # of Copies 3 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

:I a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. :I b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

  
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date
  

Typed or printed name Registration No.
  

This collection of informationls required by 37 CFR 1.311. The informationls re uired to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichls to file (and by the USPTO to process)

an application. Confidentialityls governedby 35 U. S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1d14. T is collectionls estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparlng, andsubmitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will v eendin upon_ the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducillg this burden, should be sent toaltflledCCief In ormation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U. S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313— 1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313—1450.
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
12/117,004 05/08/2008 Lisa A. Hendrickson DMC—10—1220CON1 8196

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) HALE’ GLORIAM

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 3765
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 DATE MAILED: 01/31/2011

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 87 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the

mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half

months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 87 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above—identified application, the filing date that

determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval

(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of

Patent Legal Administration at (571)—272—7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be

directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1—(888)—786—0101 or

(571)-272-4200.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

12/117,004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Notice Of Allowability Examiner Art Unit

Gloria Hale 3765

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1 . IX] This communication is responsive to the 12-22-10 Amendment.

2. IX] The allowed claim(s) is/are 21-36.

3. I] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C.§119( )-(d) or (f).

a) D All b) D Some* c) [I None of the:

1. El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. I] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2( )).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

4. I] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

5. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

(a) El including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) El hereto or 2) I] to Paper No./Mai| Date

(b) I] including changes required by the attached Examiner’s Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of

Paper No./Mai| Date

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. I:| DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. El Notice of Informal Patent Application

2. El Notice of Draftperson‘s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. El Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mai| Date .

3. El Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. I] Examiner‘s Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mai| Date

4. I] Examiner‘s Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. I:I Examiner‘s Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material

9. D Other

/G|oria Hale/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

 
 

US. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) Notice of Allowability Part 0 aper No./ ail Date 20110116
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BIB DATA SHEET

SERIAL NUMBER

12/117,004

FILING or 371(c)
DATE

05/08/2008

RULE

APPLICANTS

Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;

James H. Gardner lll, Amber, PA;

Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;

** CONTINUING DATA *************************

This application is a CON of 11/756,242 05/31/2007 PAT 7,814,575

** FOREIGN APPLICATIONS *************************

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **
05/21/2008

Foreign Priority claimed 3 Yes BNO

35 USC 119(a—d) conditions met :I Yes BNO
Verified and /GLORIA M HALE/

Acknowledged Examiner's Signature

ADDRESS

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
UNITED STATES

STATE OR

COUNTRY

nItIas NJ

 D Met afterAllowance

BELLY COVERING GARMENT

FILING FEE FEES: Authority has been given in Paper
to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

for following:

RECEIVED N0-

 
BIB (Rev. 05/07).

SHEETS

DRAWINGS

Page 1 of 1

UNITED STATES DEPARTNEENT OF CONHVIERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

CONFIRMATION NO. 8196

GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNEY DOCKET
NO.

DMC-10-122OCON1

TOTAL INDEPENDENT

CLAIMS CLAIMS

8 20 2

II All Fees

31.16 Fees (Filing)

:l 1.17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time)

:l 1.18 Fees (Issue)

:l Other 
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Receipt date: t2/22/2010 . “$21 17004 ~ GAR): 3765

OK TO ENTER: ,I'GHJ
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3765 Customer No. 035811

Examiner : Gloria M. Hale

Serial No. : 12/1 17,004 Docket No.: DMC-lO-122OCON

Filed : May 8, 2008
Inventors : Lisa A. Hendrickson

: James H. Gardner III

: Richard Adelman Confirmation No.: 8196

Title : BELLY COVERING

: GARMENT Date: December 22, 2010

RESPONSE

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the in response to the Official Action dated September 30, 2010

and the Advisory Action dated December 9, 2010, the Applicants amend the application

as follows:

EAST\44000862.1
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification 12117004 HENDRICKSON ET AL.

Gloria Hale 3765 
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Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3765 - - O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure

(Primary Examiner) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20110116
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

“—

——

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

——

Payment information:

 
Submitted with Payment yes

RAM confirmation Number 515

Deposit Account 502719

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination pqca ‘

EX. 1008 - Page 198

 



Target Corporation
EX. 1008 - Page 199

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C. F. R. Section 1. 21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document . . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

210915

Miscellaneous Incoming Letter transmittalletter.pdf f7293265376bdba99c2822bf3cb9f6edb8e
Scafd

Information:

582150

Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) FormPTOL85B.pdf abd6534323775f59ad26c4d7a3405a037a1
ff017

Fee Worksheet (PTO-875) fee-info.pdf b09fb4d3ffbc1dd1676a85ab5f6da8fe76a9
e836

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,

characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR

1.53(b)—(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this

Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

lfa timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a

national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number

and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning

national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of

the application.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 08-May-2008

Title of Invention: BELLY COVERING GARMENT

_—

Utility under 35 USC111(a) Filing Fees

Sub-Total in

USD($)

Basic Filing:

Description Fee Code Quantity

Miscellaneous Filing

Patent Appeals and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and Post Issuance

Utility Appl issue fee

Publ. Fee- early, voluntary, or normal
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. . _ Sub-Total in

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD (5) 1810
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EN E‘HE UNSTEE} STAYES PA’E‘EN‘Z‘ AND 'E‘RAQEMARK OFFECE

Art Unit : 373635 Cuatamer No. 23358:“:
Examinsr : (Boris. M H2122:

Set-1211 No. : 131’1379004 Dockaz‘Na; 3i)M(Lf=9-3226CDNE
112w : May 3, 20138

Inventors : LisaA.Hen2irioksor1

: James H. Gardner EH

: 125021221121 Adeiman Confirmation No: 81923
'3‘1215 : BELLYCQVERENQ Nor Of“1110214.; ):;31/11

W : EARNED.“ WWWWWWWWWWW W W$212531: “23221211321Trig}: WWWWW_..._
     

TRANSME’Y‘E‘AL LETTER

{30113111153102.1222 for 33212111123

13.0.30); 313513

Alexandria, VA 223 1 34450

Sir:

Applicams submit herawirh Form PTOLSSB.

The Conn11iss1‘oner 1s;authorized to charge the $381,811.23 fee to 322212131 1' Aocou111 No SU—

27 ‘1 9 to cover the £226 for 13331111611: Ofthfi issue fee and the: pubficafion fee.

The Commiasioner is 21230 11211210112623 to charge any 32181121011113 1‘

No. 50—27} 9

 

 

  .1. "2’
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Re-o' ‘ . 12117004-GAU23765

SUBSTITUTE for fotm 1449A/PTO complete if Known

A- -lication Number rn/a
Herewith

First Named inventor Hendrickson, Lisa

(use as many sheets as necessary) . "Ia
Examiner Name n/a

Attorne Docket Number ,D8114-00489 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

 . Document Number . Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines. Where
33:33” Site Number-Kind Code (If Pam‘gg’me Appficant of Cited Relevant Passages or Relevant

' known Document « Figures Appear
A 3,045,678

4,280,229
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6,311,333
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U82006/0010571

lilllli|||||l
F

 
  

‘.

f _ A FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
V Fore: n Paint Document

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Pages. Columns. .  

 
 

 

   

 
 

a ‘v Examiner Cite Publication Date szelpf Patergfiedor Wh Haas; t‘- ‘ ' . MM-DD-YYY pp roan o e ere e evan
Initials comm cm mum“, _ Km Code I" ) Document Passages or Figures

2P

 
 
   
 

OTHER PRIOR ART — NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate). title of the
Initials No item (book. magazine, journal, serial, symposium. catalog, etc), date, page(s), volume-issue

' number s -ublisher ci and/or cou - where -ublished

I: G international Search Report and Written Opinion dated 18 AUG 2008 in II ‘ PCT/U32008/061739 D8114-00486

 
 

 
  

Examiner
Si-nature “3'0”?! Hale/ 12/21/2009 - 2' ,
'Examlner: initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

DM2\lS77425.l ._ V. ' . ',
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. ‘,/G.H.r

Target Corporatiqaw.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMIVHSSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria1 Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
12/117,004 03/08/2011 7900276 DMC—10—1220CON1 8196

35811 7590 02/16/2011

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 87 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above—identified application will

include an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above—identified application, the filing date that

determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information

Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the

Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)—272—7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee

payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management

(ODM) at (571)—272—4200.

APPLICANT(S) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Lisa A. Hendrickson, Mount Laurel, NJ;
James H. Gardner III, Amber, PA;
Richard Adelman, Greensboro, NC;
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