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magnetic oxide

the ink. Once the shapes have been determined.
character recognition methods are used to trans—

late the shapes into computer text. A familiar use
of this form of character recognition is to identify

bank checks. Acronym.- MltZR tmi'kar. M‘l—{j—R‘).
See also character recognition. compare optical

character recognition.

magnetic oxide \mag-net‘ik oks'id\ it. See ferric
oxide.

magnetic storage \mag-net‘ ik star'aj\ rt. A
generic term for non-internal—memoiy computer

data storage involving a magnetic medium. such
as disk or tape.

magnetic tape \mag-net‘ ik tip'\ it. Seetztpe (defi-
nition 1).

magneto-optical recording \mag—ne‘to-op-ta—

kal ra—kor’déng. mag-net‘o—\ it. A type of record-
ing technology used with optical discs in which a
laser beam heats a Small portion of the magnetic
material covering the disc. The heating enables a

weak magnetic field to change the orientation of
the portion. thus recording onto the disc. This
technique can also be used to erase the disc. ma k—
ing the disc rcwritable.

magneto—optic disc \mag—né‘to—op—tik disk '. mag—
netTJ—\ it. An erasable or semi—erasable storage

disc. similar to a (ID-ROM disc and of very high

capacity. in which a laser beam is used Io heat the
recording surface to a point at which tiny regions
on the surface can be magnetically aligned to store
bits of data. See also (ID—ROM. magneto—optical

recording.

magnitude \Ittztg'iia-trfidW rt. The size of a num—
ber. regardless of its sign (+ or —). For example, 16
and —l() have the same triagnitude. See also abso—
lute value.

mailbombl \mal'bom\ n. An excessively large

amount of e-mail data ta very large number of

messages or one very large message) sent to a
user‘s e—mail address in an attempt to make the

user‘s mailer program crash or to prevent the user
from receiving further legitimate messages. See

also eanail] (definition 1). Compare letterbomb.
mailbornb'J \mal'bom\ t'b. To send a mailbomb to

a user. One person might itiaill-nomb a user with a
single enormous message; a large number of users
might mailbt'nnl) an unpopular person by simulta~
neously sending messages of normal size.

mail reflector

mailbot \mfll 'bot‘. it. A program that automatically
responds to e—mail Itlesszlges or performs actions
based on commands within the messages. A mail—

ing list manager is one example. See also mailing
list manager.

mailbox \mal’boks\ rr. A disk storage area as—

signed to a network user for receipt ofe—mail mes—

sages. See also e-mail1 (definition 1).
mail digest \mftl‘ di'jest\ it. See digest (defini-

tion 3).

mailer-daemon \me't'lar—dE‘mam it. A program

used to transport e-mail between hosts on a net-
work. See also daemon.

mail filter \mt'tl' fil‘tar\ it. See e—mail filter.
mail header \mftl' hed'ar\ it. A block of text at

the top of an e-mail message containing such
information as the addresses of the sender and

recipientts). the date and time sent. the address to
which a reply is to be sent. and the subiect. The
mail header is used by an e—maii client or program.
Seriaiso e-mail1 (definition 1).

mailing list \Ina'lEng list‘\ it. A list of names and
e—mail addresses that are grouped under a single
name. When a user places the name of the mailing
list in a mail client‘s To: field. the client sends the

message to the machine where the mailing list
resides, and that machin - automatically sends the

message to all the addresses on the list (possibly
allowing a moderator to edit it first). See also LIST—
SIERV. mailing list manager. Majordomo. moderator.

mailing list manager \ma'lEng list man‘s-iafl it.
Software that maintains an Internet or intranet mail—

ing list. The mailing list manager accepts meSsages

posted by subscribers; sends copies of the mes—
sages t'which may be edited by a moderator) to all
the subscribers; anti accepts and processes user

requests. such as to subscribe or to unsubscribe to
the mailing list. The most commonly used mailing
list managers are LISTSERV and li-‘lajt'irdomo. See
also LISTSERV. mailing list. Majortlomo. mmierator.

mail merge \mal' marj\ H. A mass-mail facility
that takes names, addresses. and sometimes peni-

nent facts about recipients and merges the infor-
mation into a form letter or another such basic
document.

mail reflector \rnal’ ra-ftek‘tad a. A newsgroup

that consists simply of the messages posted to a
mailing list translated into newsgroup format.
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