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ilJ\ adj (1851) : carrying great weight and 
t.: EFFEI cnYE. EXPRESSIvE (the most _ eviden pr)OdUcing 
·mg. y \·hlj-Ie\ adv ce SYlJ' 
)4) 1: to number and set apart· esp' to' ... 
d off a detail and put them to ~peni~ assIgn 10 a 
'-E!'RlMAND. EXCORIATE ( Iold bim off for ~i:a~~ench -J'} 
,~\ n (ca. 1548) 1 a:. TALEBEARER. INFO ogance) . 

• INDICATION 2: a deVIce for indicatin RMER b: an 
; a. : a wind-direction indicator often in g fur Irecordio! 
. s.tnp of metal on the front wall of a ra e onn 0{ 
'bicb the ball must be hit - telltale adj cquets Or squaJ 
,uro- comb form [L tellur •• lellus - more 
IC> .2 [NL tellurium]: tellurium (Iellunde) at Tiilllj I 
1ur-lk, te-\ adj (1836) 1: of or relatin t 
'h 2 : being or relating to a usu. natural !Jec~ lh. OOItb 

e eart!"s surface nc cllrrcnl 
ll-y""nd\ n [ISV) (1849) : a binary com 
or~ !,1~troPositive element or group pound of 1dI ... 
.?- lur·e-am, te-\ n [NL, fro L tellur· tellus 'e: element rel~ted to selenium and S~fur th:rthj (J~) 
mttle c.rystalhne form 01 metallic luster. in a dOCcurs IJJ. 
r combined WIth metals and that is used esp . ark ""'or. 
;ble . In alloys_ 
,r \,tel-y:>-'rii-m3-tar\ n' (1957) : a device th 
:aIlS of mtcrowa yes at measUrts 
J, pI teUys also tellies [by shortening & all j ( 
ELEVISION .r. 1939) 

,te-I",'sen-trik, ,te.\ adjJISV tel- + centrom 
g the centromere termin Iy situated so that there .+ ·it] 
nal arm (a - chromosome) _ telocentric n ere IS only 
,m\ n [ISV lel- + -ome] (1935) : a hypotheti 
hoory !>f the evolution 01 leaves and Sporoph lru plant 
lt con.Slsts of one of the vegetative or reprod y. s 10 vas
of a dIchotomously branched axis UCllve ternu. 
I""mir, 'te-\ n [ISV] (1940) : the natural end I 
.osome 0 a eu. 
·I"',m, 'te-~ .n [ISV] (1895) 1: the final sta • . 
second dIVISIon of meiosis in which the SPi~dl of :10-
nuclear env~lope reforms around each set 01 eh sap. 
final stage In the first division of meiosis thatC romO

Ie organisms and is characterized by the gath may be: 
of the cell of half the original number of ch enng '1 
',?m each homologous pair romosomes 
:e-\ n [Gk; prob. akin to Gk tellein to accomplish rI- . 
.at,TOLERATE] (1904): an ultimate end . eMI 
I"'.tak-,?s. ,te-\ n [NL] (1934) : a taxis in which 
Is Itself In respect to a stimulus (as a light ) an 
'e the only stimulus acting on it source as 
~ ~n [NL. fro Gk. end of a plowed field; perh. akin 10 Ok 

• lhe terminal segment of the body of an arthropod 
n; esp: that of a crustacean' forming the middle lobe ~f 

,gil\ n, pI T~lugu or Telugus (J 789) 1: a member of 
Phof people In Andhra Pradesh, India 2: the Dravid. 
t e Telugu people 
bl3r; 'tem-,blOc. -,blor. tem-'\ n [SP. lit.. trembling. Ir 
.ble, fro ML tremulare - more at TREMBLE] 0876i 

\.te-m:;).lrer.-e-as, .Irar_\ adj [L temerarius. fro temere] 
I by tementy : rashly or presumptuously daring _ 
.ly adv - tem·er.ar.,.ous.ness n 
ner-:>-t;;\ n. p'1 -ties 'fME temeryte. fro L temeritas, fr. 
reck!essly; akin to OliO demar darkness. L tenebroe. 

1. unreasollable or foolhardy contempt 01 danger or 
HNI;SS. RECKLESsNESS 2: an act or instance 01 temerily 
AUDACflY. IU.R,DIHooD. EFFRONTERY. NERVE, CHEEK. 

i m~,! conspICUOUS or flagrant boldness. TEMERrTY 
ss anslng from ra,shn!',Ss and contempt of danger (had 
efllse) .. AUDACtTY Imphes a disregard of restraints com. 
o ~Y conventIon Or prudence : (an entrepreneur with 
ISlOn). HARDIHOOD SUggests : firmness in daring and 
ed for her h~rd'hood). EFFRONTERY implies shameless. 
I'd of propnety or courtesy (outraged at his effron. 
EEK. GALL. and CHUTZPAH are informal equivalents lor 
e nerve of that guy) (has the cheek io call herself a 
• ~al1 to demand proof) (the chutzpah needed for a 
USlness). 
(J 886) 1: TEMPERATURE 2a. c 2: a temporary 

to work as a temp 
i\ n [Jav temp€] (J961) : an Asian food prepared by 
lns wtth a rhlZOpus 
If\ vt tem·pered; tem.per.ing \-p(o-)riij\ [ME. Ir. 
~mprr!1n & OF temprer. fro L temperare to moderat~ 
) . akin to L te",por-. tempus time] (bel. 12c) 1 : 10 
soften by the addition or influence of something else 

Ilstlce w~th mercy) 2 archaic · a! to exercise control 
:.sTRAIN b: to Cause to be well disposed : MOLLIFY 
lIed th~m both .-Richard Steele) .~: to bring 10 a 
.1lxmg In or a~~n~ a usu. liquid ingredient: as ~ : to 
.ater or a modtfler (as grog) and linead to a umlonn 
!X OIl with (colors) in making paint 'ready for use 4 
, (as hardened steel Or cast iron) by reheating al 8 
: (2): to harden (as stee)) by reheating and coohng 
:01 or toughen (glass) by a process of gradually heal' 
I: to m~ke stronger and more resilient through hard
troops -ed in battle) 6 a: to put in tune wilh 
NE b: to adjust the pitch of (a note. chord. or m· 
:::e,;;"ament - tem.per.able \-p(a-)ro-bol\ ad) -

1 a archaic: a suitable proportion or balan'?f of 
lie state between extremes : MEAN. MEDIUM ( VJrfU.f 
.tween Propensities - T . B. Macaulay) b archaIC 

""CfER. QUAUTY (the ~ of the land you design to sow -John 
l~rner) c: characteri~tic tone : TREND. TENDENCY (the ~ of the 
'!"o) d: high quality of mipd or spirit: COURAGE. METTLE 2 a 
tiJI'S state of a substance with respect to cel1J!in desired qualities (as 
l~ness, elasticity, or wo!"ka~ility); es!, : tbe degree o( hardness or 
~i;"ency given steel by tempenng b: the feel aO(I relattve sohdity of 
'iher 3 a: a characteris~c cast of mind or state of feeling: DlSPOSI· 
'" b: calmness. of mind: COMPOSURE. EQUA)'IIMtTY c: state offeel
flO!lor lrame of mlOd '!-t a particular tt",e US\1. dominated by a slOgle 
~ pg emotion d: hea\ of mind '- or emotion : ptoneness. to anger 
JflO ION 4: a substance (as a m~tal) added to. or mixed Wlth.some;J: else (as another metal) to modify the properties of tbe latter 
... see DISPOSmON . 
!;.pera \'tem·p:>-r~\ n [It tempera, !it.! tem~r, fro temperare. to tem
,..- fr L] (1832) 1: a process of pamtmg In wblch an a1bummous or 
~oidaI f'!le<!ium (as ~gg yolk) is employed'il$ a vehicle instead of oil; 
,JJ>' a pamtmg done m tempera 2: POSTER COLOR 

-Per.a.meDt \'tem-p(",)r:>-marit. -par-m"nt\ n [ME, fro L t~m
~mentum. fro temp~rare to mix, temper) (1"5c) lobs a: ~nstltu
:;;of a substance. bo<!y, or orgamsm WIth respeet to the ITUxture or 
blf8llce of its elements. <i,!a1ities. or parts: MAKEUP b: COMPLEXlO,:!1 

C/JS a: CUMATE b: TEMPERATIlRE 2 3 a ~ ' Ihe peculiar or dtstm
:;shing mental or physical character detemllned by ·Ihe relative pro
p;itions of the humors aci:orditJg to medieval physiology b: chatl!c-

'stic or habitual inclination" or' . fl!,?de of .emotional res~onse (a :'OU5 -) c: extremely hIgh senSIbility; esp: ex~stve sensitiveness 
fI( irritability 4 a: the act or process 01 tempenng or modifying 
. AJ)IlISTMENT. COMPROMISE b ': middle course: MEAN 5: the process 
dslightly modifying the musical intervals or the pure scale to produce 
• set 0112 equally spaced toties to the octave which enables a keyboard 
inSlrument to play in all keys syn' see DlsposmON 
ftlIl.per.a.men.tal \,tem·p(",)r",'men-t'l. ,tetn-p~r·'\ adj (J646) 1 
: of. relating to. or arising from tempe~ament · :. ~NSTInm.oNAL ~~ 
peculiarities) 2 a: marked by excessIve senSItIVIty and ImpulSIve 
cb8Ilges 01 mood (a - child) b: un~redictable in behavior or perfor
mance - tem.per.a.men.tal-Iy \-t'l"e\ adv ' 
wn.per.ance \'tem-p( ... )r3n(t)s, -p~rn(t)s\ n [ME, . fr. L temperantia, 
fr remperant-. temperans; ptp. of temperare to moderate, be moderate] 
(140) 1: moderation in action, thought. or feeling: RESTRAINT 2 a 
. habitual moderation in the indulgence of the appetites or passions b 
: moderation in or abstinence from the use of intoxicating drink 
titn.per.ate \'tem-p(:>-)r~t\ adj [ME tempera~ fro L temperatus, fro pp. 
oIlemperare] (140) 1: marked by moderation: as a: keeping ~r 
held within fimits : not extreme or excessive: MILD b: moderate m 
indulgence of appetite or desire c: moderate in Ihe use of intoxicating 
liliuors d: marked by an absence or avoidance of extravagance. vio""co, or extreme partisanship: RESTRAINED 2 a: having a moderate 
dimate b: found in or associated with a moderate climate (- in
""IS) 3: existing as a prophage in infected cells and rarely causing 
lysis (- bacteriophages) - tem.p~r.ate.Jy adv - tem.per.ate.ness 
" . temperate rain forest n (ca. 1930) : woodland of a usu. rather mild 
climatic area within the temperate zone that receives heavy rainfall, 
usn. includes numerous kinds of trees, and is distinguished from a trop· 
ical rain forest by the presence of a dominant tree 
temperate zone n. often cap T&Z (155.)): the area or region between 
the .tropic of cancer and the arctic circle or between the tropic of Cap
ricom and the an tarctic circle 
Itm.per.a.ture \'tem-pa(r}-,chur. -p(:>-)r3-. -ch~r. -,tyur, -,tilr\ n [L 
temperatura n;tixture. moderation. fro temperatus. pp. of temperare] 
(1533) 1 archaic a: COMPLEXION I b: TEMPERAMENT 3b 2 a: de
gree of hotness or coldness measured on a definite scale - compare 
TltERMOMETER b: the degree of heat that is natural to the body of a 
living being c: abnormally high body heat d: relative state of emo
tiooal warmth (aware of a change in the - of our friendship -Christo
pher Isherwood) 
Itmperature inversion n (J 921): INVERSION 6 
fem.pered \'tem-pard\ adj ()4o) 1 a: having the elements mixed in . 
salislying proportions: TEMPERATE b: qualified. lessened, .or diluted 
by the mixture or influence of an additional ingredient: ~ODERATED (a 
pale gleam of ~ sunlight fell through the leaves -W. H. Hudson 
jl922) 2: treated by tempering; esp. of glass: treated so as to impart 
increased strengta and ihe "roperty 01 shattering into 'pellets when 
broken 3: having a specified temper - used in combination (shorto 
lempered) 4: conforming to adjustment by temperament - used of a 
musical interval, intonation, sernitone, or scale 
Ilem·pest \'tem-p~st\ n [ME, fro OF tempesr'. fro (assumed) VL tem
pesta, alter. of ... tempestas season, weather, stonn. fro tempus time] 
Uk) 1: a violent storm 2: TUMULT. UPROAR 
'tempest vt (140): to raise a tempest in or around 
tem·pes.tu.ous \tem-'pes-ch~-w~s, -'posh-, adj [LL tempestuosus. fro 
OL tempestus season. weather, stonn. fr o tempus] (J509) : of. relating 
10. or resembling it tempest: TIlRBULENT. STORMY (~ weather) (a -
JdalioDShip) - tem.pes-tu.ous·ly adv - tem.pes·tu-ous.ness n 
Tem.plar \'tem.plar\ n [ME templer, fro OF templier. fro ML tem
plorius. Ir. L templurn temple] (I 3c) 1: a knight of a religious military 
~tder established in the early 12th century in Jerusalem for the protec
hon of pilgrims and the Holy Sepulcher 2 not cap : a barrister or 
'Iudent of)aw in LOndon 3: KNIGHTTEMPLAR 2 
fem·plate alsc tem.plet "tem-pI3t\ n (prob. fro F temple~ dim. of tem
ple. part of a loom, peob. fro L templum] (1677) 1: a short piece or 
block placed horizontally in a wall under a beam to distribute its 
Weight or pressure (as over a door) 2 a (I) : a gauge, pattern, or 
mold (as a thin plate or board) used as a guide to the fOIm of a piece 
being made (2): a molecule (as of DNA) that serves as a pattern for 
Ihe generation of another macromolecule (as messenger RNA) b 
I : OVERLAY c 3: something that establishes or serves as a pattern 
tem·ple \'tem-p31\ n [ME. fr. OE & OF; OE tempel & OF temple. both 
fro L temp/urn space marked out for observation of auguries, temple. 
SDl:aJl timber; prob. akin to Gk temenos sacred precinct. temnein to cut 
-more at TOME] (bef. 12c) 1: an edifice for religious exercises: as a 
oJren cap : one of three successive national sanctuaries in ancient Jeru
salem b: a building lor Mormon sacred ordinances c : a Reform or 
Conservative synagogue 2 : a local lodge 01 any of various fraternal 

tempera _ tel),ancy 1213 

orders; also: the building housing it 3 : a place devoted to a special 
purpose - te~·pled \-pald\ adj . 

'temple n [ME, fr: MF. fro (assumed) VL tempula. alter. of L lempora 
(pl.) temples] (140) ' 1: the flattened space on each side 01 the forehead 
of some mammals including humans 2: one of th~ side supports of a 
pair of glasses joinled to the bows and passing on each side of (he head 

tem.po \'tem-(,)p6\ n. 'pl telll'pi \-(,)pe\ or tempo.s ' fit, Iit .. time, fro L 
tempus] (ca . . 1724) 1: the rate 01 speefl of a mUSical. p,ece or passage 
indicated by one of a series of directions (as largo. presto, or allegro) 
and often by an' exact metronome 'marking 2: rate of motioll or activ-

. ity: PACE . . . • 
'tem.po.ral \'tem-p("')r~l\ adj [ME, fro L temporalis, fro tempor-. tem
pus time] (J 40) 1 a: of or relating to time as opposed to eternity b 
: of or relating 10 earthly life" c ': lay or secular· rather than clerical or 
sacred: CIVtL (lords -) 2: of or relating to grammatical tense or a 
distinction of time 3 a: of or relating to time as distinguished from 
space b: of or relating to the sequence of time or to a 'partic~ar time 
: CHRONOLOGICAL _ tem.po.ral.ly ad.. . : 

'temporal n [MF. fro tempora~ adj.] (1541): a temporal part (as a bone 
or muscle) .. . . 

·"temporal adj [MF. fro LL temporalis, fro L tempora temples] (1597) 
.: of or .relating to the temples or the sides of the skull behind the orbits 
temporal bone n (177 I) .: . a compound bone of the side of the skull of 
some mammals' including h'umans '. 

tem.po-ral·i·ty \,temcp:>-'ra-I",te\ n. pI -ties (J4o) 1 a: civil or p0-
litical as distinguished from spiritual or ecclesiastical power or author

. ity b : an ecclesiastical property or revenue - often used in pt 2 
: the quality. or state of being temporal 

tem.po-ral·lZe \'tem.p( ... )r:>-,Iiz\ vt ~ized; -iz.ing (1828) 1: SECU· 
LARIZE 2: to place or define in time relations 

temporal lobe n (ca. 1891) : a large lobe of each cerebral hemisphere 
that is situated in Iront of the occipital lobe and contains a sensory area 
associated with the organ of hearing 

temporal summation n (1950): sensory summation that involves the 
addition of single stimuli over a short period of time 

tem.po.rar.i.!y \,tem-p3-'rer-",I;;\ adv (1534): during a limited time 
'tem''po.rary \ ' tem-p:>-,rer-e\ adj [L lemporarius. fro tempor-, tempus 
time] (ca. 1564): lasting for a limited time - tem·po.rar.,.ness n 

'temporary n. pi -rar.les (1848): one serving for a limited time (add-
. ing several temporaries as typists during the summer) 
temporary duty n (1945) : temporary military service away "from 
one's permanent duty station 

tem.po-riSe Brit var of TEMPORIZE 
tem.po.rize \'tem-po-,r,z\ vi -rized; -riz.ing [MF temporiser. fro ML 
temporizare to pass the time. fro L tempor-. tempus] (J·579) 1: to act to 

, suit the time or occasion: yield to current or dominant opinion: COM
PROMISE 2: to draw out discussions or negotiations so as to gain time 
(you'd have to - until you found out how she. wanted to be advised -
Mary Austin) - tem.po-ri.za.tion \,tem-p",r3-'za-sh3n\ n - tem-
po.riz-er n . ' . 

tem.po-ro.man.dib-u.lar \'tem-p",r6-man-'di-by:>-13r\ adj ['temporal 
+ -0- .+ mandibular] (1889) : of, relating to. being, or affecting the 
joint between the temporal bone and the mandible (~dysfunction) 

tempt \'tem(p}t\ vt [ME, fro OF tempter. tenter. fro L temptare. tentare 
to feel. try] (13c) 1: to entice to do wrong by promise of pleasure or 
gain 2 a obs : to make trial of : TEST b: to try presumptuously 
: PROVOKE ' C: to risk the dangers of 3 a: to induce to do something 
b: to cause to be strongly inclined (was -ed to call it quits) syn see 
LURE":" tempt·able \'tem(p)-t",b:>l\ adj 

temp·ta·tion \tem(p)-'ta-shon\ n (l3c) 1: the act of tempting or the 
state of being tempted esp. to evil: ENTICEMENT 2: something tempt
ing: a cause or occasion of .enticement 

tempt-er \'tem(p)· tor\ n (140): one that tempts or entices 
tempt.ing adj (1596) : having an appeal : ENTICING (a - offer) -
tempt·ing·ly \-tilJ·le\ adv 

tempt.ress "lem(p)-tf3S\ n (J594): a woman who tempts or entices 
tem.pu.ra \'tem.p:>-r3, -,ra; tem-'pilr-3\ n [Jp tenpura] (1920): seafood 
or vegetables dipped in batter and fried in deep fat 

ten \'ten\ n [ME, fro OE tfene. fro tfen. adj .• ten; akin to OHG zehan ten. 
L decem. Gk deka] (bef. 12c) 1- see NUMBER table 2: the 10th in a 
set or series <wears a ......... ) 3: something having 10 units or members 
4: a 100dollar bill - ten adj - ten pron, pI in constr 

ten.a.ble \ 'te-na-bol\ adj [MF. fr. OF. fr. tenir to hold. fro L tenere -
more at THIN} (I 579) : capable of being held. maintained, or defended 
: DEFENSIBLE. REASONABLE - ten.a.bil.i.ty \,te-n~-'bi-I~-te\ n - ten
a.ble.ness n - ten.a.bly \'te-no-ble\ adv 

ten·ace \'te-,nas, te-'nas. 'te-n:>s\ n [modif. of Sp tenaza. lit .• forceps. 
prob. fro L tenacia. neut. pI. of tenax] (J655) : a combination of tw.o 
high or relatively high cards (as ace and queen) of the same suit in one 
hand with one ranking two degrees below the other 

te.na.cious \ta-'nli-shas\ adj [L tenac-. tenax tending to hold fast, fro 
tenere to hold] (1607) 1 a: not easily pulled apart: COHESIVE. TOUGH 
(a ~ metal) b: tending to adhere or cling esp. to another substance 
: STICKY (- burs) (- clay) 2 a: persistent in maintaining or adher
ing to something valued or habitual (a man very - of his rights) b 
: RETENTIVE (a - memory) syn see STRONG - te.na-ci-ous.ly adv 
- te.na-cious.ness n . 

te.nac.i.ty \t:>-'na·s:>-te\ n (1526) : the quality or state 01 being tena
cious syn see COURAGE 

te.nac.u·lum \t~-'na-ky:>-Iam\ n. pI -Ia \-Ia\ or -Iums [NL. fro LL, 
instrument for hQlding. fr. L tenere] (ca. 1693) 1: a slender sharp" 
pointed hook attached to a handle and used mainly in surgery for seiz
ing and holding parts (as arteries) 2: an adhesive animal structure . 

ten.an.cy ,'te-Mn(t)-se\ n. pI -des (1590) : a 'holding of an estate or a 
mode of holding an estate: the temporary possession or occupancy of 
something (as a house) that belongs to another; also: the period of a 
tenant's occupancy or possession 

\0\ abut \ "\ kitten. F table \or\ further \a\ ash \ii\ ace \ii\ mop. mar 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ ice \j\ job 
\ij\ sing \0\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \!Jl\ the \0\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \Ii.~. ". ceo 0:. IE. ;:e. '\ see Guide to Pronunciation 
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ilJ\ adj (185 I) : carrying great weight and 
t _: EFFEI cnYE. EXPRESSIvE (the most _ eviden pr)OdUcing 
-lDg. y \-hlj-Ie\ adv co SYlJ' 
)4) 1: to number and set apart· esp' to' ... 
d off a detail and put them to ~peni~ assIgn 10 a 
'-E!'RIMAND. EXCORIATE (told bim off for :i:a~rench -I'Pp 
,~\ n (ca. 1548) 1 a:. TALEBEARER. INForogance) . 

• INDICATION 2: a deVIce for indicatin RMER b : an 
; a.: a wind-direction indicator often in g thr recordinC 
. s.tnp of metal on the front wall of a ra e loon of 
'bich the ball must be hit - telltale adj cquets Or squaJ 
,uro- comb form [L tellur-. tellus - more 
IC> .2 [NL tellurium]: tellurium (telluride) at Ti!lllJ I 
1ur-lk, te-\ adj (1836) 1: of or relatin t 
'h 2 : being or relating to a usu. natural !Jec~ lhe OO!tb 

e eart!"s surface nc cUrrenI 
ll-y""nd\ n [ISV] (J 849) : a binary com 
or~ !,1~troPositive element or group pound 01 tdI ... 
.?-Iur-e-am, te-\ n [NL, fro L tellur- tellus 
'': element rel~ted to selenium and S~fur th::,"hJ ()~) 
mUle crystalhne form 01 metallic luster in dOCcurs IJJ. 
bkmbined with metals and that is used esp~ ina~:~ 

;"~'~J~ic;:;,~:~ar\ n (1957) : a device that measUr .. 

I, pI teUys also tellies [by shortening & a1t J ( 
ELEVISION er. 1939) 

,te-I",'sen-trik, ,te-\ adj nsv tel- + centro 
g the centromere terminally situated so that ;'here .+ -it] 
nal ann (a - chromosome) _ telocentric n ere IS only 
.m\ n [ISV tel- + -ome] (1935) : a hypoth t' 
hoory !>f the evolution 01 leaves and sporoPhe lru planl 
11 consIsts of one of the vegetative or reprod y. s 10 vas
of a dichotomouslY branched axis UCllve tenni. 
:~r:::i 'te-\ n [ISV] (1940) : the natural end 01 a eu. 

·I""fiiz, 'te-~ .n [ISV] (1895) 1: the final sta f' 
second dIVISIon of meiosis in which the sPi~a/ :10-
nuclear env~lope refonns around each set of eh sap. 
final s~ge In the first division of meiosis thate romO

Ie orgamsms and is characterized by the gath may be 
of the cell of half the original number of eh enng .t 
',?m each homologous pair romosomes 
:e-\ n [Gk; prob. akin to Gk tellein to accomplish tl- . 
.at,TOLERATE] (1904): an ultimate end . eMI 

I"'.tak-,?s •• te-\ n [NL] (1934) : a taxis in which 
ts Itself In respect to a stimulus (as a light ) an 
'e the only stimulus acting on it source as 
~ ~n [NL. fro Gk. end of a plowed field; perh. akin 10 Ok 

• lhe terrmnal segment of the body of an arthropod 
n; esp: that of a crustacean' forming the middle lobe ~f 

.gii\ n. pI T",lugu or Telugus (1789) 1: a member 01 
Phof people 10 Andhra Pradesh, India 2: the Dravid
t e Telugu people 
blar; 'tem-.blot, -.blor. tem-'\ n [SP. lit., trembling. Ir 
.ble, fro ML tremulare - more at TREMBLE] 0876i 

\lte-m:;).lrer.-e-~s, .Irar_\ adj [L temerarius. fro temere] 
I by tementy , rashly or presumptuously daring _ 
.ly adv - tem·er.ar.,.ous.ness n 
nerkl-a-te\ n. 1',1 -ties '[Mil temeryte. fro L temerita;, Ir. 
ree . essly; akm to OIIQ demar darkness, L tenebrae. 

1 . unreasollable or foolhardy contempt of danger or 
HNI;SS. RECKLESsNESS 2: an act or instance of temerity 

AUDACITY. IU,RDIHooD. EFFRONTERY. NERVE. CHEEK. 
~ m~,! conspICUOus or flagrant boldness. TEMERrTY 
ss anslng from r,,:shn!',Ss and contempt of danger (had 
ef!lse) .. AUDACITY Imphes a dIsregard of restraints com. 
o ~Y convention Or prudence: (an entrepreneur with 
ISlon). HARDIHOOD SUggests : firmness in daring and 
ed for her h~rd'hood). EFFRONTERY implies shameless. 
rd of propnety or courtesy (outraged at his effron. 

~E~~~'o1 ~h~t C:uU;;Z(~~:~h~nt~~a~O~~\la~~~:~lro~ 
~li~~:)' demand proof) (the chutzpah needed lor a 

(J 886) 1 : TEMPERATURE 2a, c 2, a temporary 

to work as a temp 
i\ n [Jav temp€] (1961) : an Asian food prepared by 
.ns WIth a rhlZOpus 
If\ vt tem·pered; tem.per.ing \.p(o.)riQ\ [ME. Ir. 
~mprr!1n & OF temprer, fro L temperare to moderat~ 
). aktn to L tem.per:. tempus time] (llel. 12c) 1: to 
soften by the addltJon or influence of something else 

Ilstlce w~th mercy) 2 archaic · a! to exercise control 
SSTRAIN b: to Cause to be well disposed : MOlliFY 
lied th~m both -Richard Steele) '3: to bring 10 a 
llxmg In or a~~n~ a usu. liquid ingredient: as ~ : to 
.ater or a modIfIer (as grog) and linead to a umlonn 
!X od with (colors) in making paint ~ready for use 4 
, (as hardened steel or cast iron) by reheating al 8 
: (2): to harden (as steeJ) by reheating and coohng 
:01 or toughen (glass) by a process of gradually heal' 
I: to m~ke stronger and more resilient through hard· 
troops -ed in battle) 6 a: to put in tune wilh 
NE b: to adjust the pitch of (a note. chord. or m
~e,:ament - tem.per.able \-p(a.)ra-b.l\ ad) -

1 a archaic: a suitable proportion or balance of 
lie state between extremes : MEAN. MEDIUM (virtue 
'tween Propensities - T. B. Macaulay) b archaIC 

""CfER. QUAUTY (the ~ of the land you design to sow -John 
l~rner) c: characteri~tic tone : TREND. TENDENCY (the ~ of the 
'!"o) d: high quality of mipd or spirit: COURAGE. METTLE 2 a 
JitI'S state of a substance with respect to cel1J!in desired qualities (as 
: the ess, elasticity, or worka~ility); esp : th!O degree o( har~ess or 
~ency given steel by tempenng b: the feel anq relallve sohdity of 
'iher 3 a: a characteristic cast of mind or state of feeling: DlSPOSI· 
'" b: calmness. of min<! : C<?MPOSU~ EQUA!'IIMllY c: state offeel
~or lrame of mind f!,t a parttcular lI",e usu. dominated by a stngle 
~ pg emotion d: hea\ of mind : or emotion : ptoneness. to anger 
sflO ION 4: a substance (as a m~tal) added to or mixed W1th.some;J: else (as another metal) to modify the properties of the latter 
... see D/sPOSmoN , 
!:.pera \'tem-p3-r~\ n [It tempera. !iL t",!,~r, fro temperare. to tem
..... fr L] (I 832) 1: a process of patnttng In whIch an albuminOUS or 
~oiciaI f!ledium (as ~gg yolk) is emplo~ed ' il$ a vehicle instead of oil; 

,)J>: ~~:.'~~~f ~~;:;':?p~,;,?)f:~ak ~~~f~ [ME, fro L tem-
~enlum. fro temi>~rare to mix, temper) (1'5c) -1 obs a: ~nstitu
:;;01 a substance. bo<!y, or orgamsm WIth respeet to the mJxture or 
bIIatlce of its elements. <i1!a1ities. or parts: MAKEUP b: COMPLEXlO~ I 

C/ls a: CUMATE b: TEMPERATIlRE 2 3 a : ' the pecuhar or dlstm-
:.shing mental or physical cbaracter detemlined by ·the relative pro
!:rlions of the humors aci:ording to medieval pbysiology b: chat1!c
.... 'stie or habitual inclination" or mode of emotional response (a 
:'ous~) c: extremely high sensibility; esp: ex~sive sensitiveness 
f)( irritability 4 a: the act or process of tempenng or modIfying 
. AJ)IlISTMENT. COMPROMISE b ': middle course: MEAN 5: the process 
dslightly modifying the musical intervals or the pure scale to produce 

set 01 12 equally spaced tolies to the octave which enables a keyboard 
:.strument to play in all keys syn' see DlsposmON 
ftlIl.per.a.men.tal \.tem-p(",)r3-·men-t'I •• tetn·par-'\ adj (1646) 1 
, of. relating to. or arising from tempe~ament .:. ~NSTlTUTI.oNAL ~~ 
peculiarities) 2 a: marked by excessIve senSItIVIty and ImpulSIve 
cbatlgos of mood (a - child) b: unpredictable in behavior or perfor
matlce - tem.per.a.men.tal-Iy \-t'l"e\ adv " 
wn.per.ance \'tem-p(3-)f3n(t)s, -porn(t)s\ n [ME, fr. L temperantia, 
fr temperant-. temperans; ptp. of temperare to moderate, be moderate] 
(140) 1: moderation in action. thought. or feeling: RESTRAINT 2 a 
. habitual moderation in the indulgence of the appetites or passions b 
: moderation in or abstinence from the use of intoxicating drink 
tiut.per.ate \ ·tem-p( ... )rat\ adj [ME tempera~ fro L temperatus, fro pp. 
oIltmperare] (I4o) 1, marked by moderation: as a: keeping ~r 
held within fimlts : not extreme or excessIve: MILD b: moderate m 
indulgence of appetite or desire c: moderate in the use of intoxicating 
li<iuors d: marked by an absence or avoidance of extravagance, vio""co, or extreme partisanship: RESTRAINED 2 a: having a moderate 
climate b: found in or associated with a moderate climate (- in
""IS) 3: existing as a prophage in infected cells and rarely causing 
lysis (~ bacteriophages) - tem.p~r.ate-Iy adv - tem.per.ate.ness 
" . temperate rain f~rest n (ca. 1930) : woodland Of. a usu. rather. mild 
climatic area Wlthm the temperate zone that recetves heavy ratnfall, 
USU. includes numerous kinds of trees, and is distinguished from a trop
ical rain forest by the presence of a dominant tree 
temperate zone n. often cap T&Z (I5S!): the area or region between 
the .tropic of Cancer and the arctic circle or between the tropic of Cap
ricom and the an tarctic circle 
ltm.per.a.ture \·tem·pa(r}-.chilr. -p("')f3" -ch~r. ·,tyilr, -.tiJr\ n [L 
remperatura mixture. moderation, fr. temperatus, pp. of temperare] 
(1533) 1 archaic a: COMPLEXION I b: TEMPERAMENT 3b 2 a: de
gree of hotness or coldness measured on a definite scale - compare 
THERMOMETER b: the degree of heat tbat is natural to the body of a 
living being c: abnormally high body heat d: relative state of emo
tiooal warmth (aware of a change in the - of our friendship -Christo· 
pher Isberwood) 
ltmperature inversion n (192 I): INVERSION 6 
ltm.pered \'tem-pard\ adj (40) 1 a: having the elements mixed in . 
satisfying proportions, TEMPERATE b: qualified, lessened, ,or diluted 
by the mixture or influence of an additional ingredient: ~ODERATED (a 
pale gleam of - sunlight fell through the leaves -W. H. Hudson 
jl922) 2: treated by tempering; esp. of glass: treated so as to impart 
increased strengta and the property of sbattering into pellets when 
broken 3: having a specified temper - used in combination (shorto 

lempered) 4: conforming to adjustment by temperament - used of a 
musical interval, intonation, sernitone, or sca1~ 
Ilem·pest \'tem-past\ n [ME, fro OF tempesre. fro (assumed) VL tem
pesta, alter. of L tempestas season. weather, storm. fro tempus time] 
Uk) 1: a violent storm 2: TUMULT. UPROAR 
ltempest vt (I4o): to raise a tempest in or around 
tem·pes.tu.ous \tem-'pes-cha-was, -'pesh-\ adj [LL tempestuosus. fro 
OL tempeslus season, weather, storm. fr o tempus] (J509) : of. relating 
to. Or resembling a tempest: TIlRBULENT, STORMY (~ weatber) (a ~ 
rdatiODShip) - tem.pes-tu.ous·ly adv - tem.pes·tu-ous.ness n 
Tem.plar \'tem-plar\ n [ME templer. fro OF templier. fro ML tem
plorius. fr. L templum temple] (13c) 1: a knight of a religious military 
order established in the early 12th century in Jerusalem for the protec
hon of pilgrims and the Holy Sepulcher 2 not cap : a barrister or 
student onaw in LOndon 3: KNIGIfTTEMPLAR 2 
!em·plate alsc tem.plet \'tem-plat\ n [prob. fro F remple~ dim. of tem
Ple. part of a loom, prob. fro L temp/um] (J677) 1: a short piece or 
block placed horizontally in a wall under a beam to distribute its 
Weight or pressure (as over a door) 2 a (I): a gauge, pattern, or 
mold (as a thin plate or board) used as a guide to the form of a piece 
being made (2): a molecule (as of DNA) that serves as a pattern for 
the generation of another macromolecule (as messenger RNA) b 
I : OVERLAY e 3: something that establishes or serves as a pattern 
tem·ple \'tem-pal\ n [ME. fr. OE & OF; OE tempe/ & OF temple. both 
fro L temp/urn space marked out for observation of auguries, temple. 
SDl:aJl timber; prob. akin to Gk temenos sacred precinct. temnein to cut 
-more at TOME] (bef. 12c) 1: an edifice for religious exercises: as a 
of len cap : one of three successive national sanctuaries in ancient Jeru
salem b : a building for Monnon sacred ordinances c: a Reform or 
Conservative synagogue 2 ; a local lodge of any of various fraternal 

tempera _ tel).ancy 1213 

orders; also : the building housing it 3: a place devoted to a special 
purpose - tem.pled \-pald\ adj . 

'temple n [ME; fr.·MF. fro (assumed) VL tempula. alter. of L rempOra 
(pI.) temples] (140) ' 1: the flattened space on each side of the forehead 
of some mammals including humans 2: one of th~ side supports of a 
pair of glasses jointed to th~ bows and passing on each side of (he head 

tem.po \·tem-(.)p6\ n. 'pl tel1!'pi \-(.)pe\ or tempo.s ' flt, Iit .. time. fro L 
tempus] (ca. ' 1724) 1: the rate of s(leefl of a muslc31. PIece or passage 
indicated by one of a series of directions (as largo. presto, or allegro) 
and often by an' exact metronome marking 2: rate of motion or activ-

. ity: PACE '.. ~ , ; 
Item.po.ral \'tem-p(3-)ral\ adj [ME, fro L tempOralis, fro tempOr-. tem
pus time] (140) 1 a: of or relating to time as opposed to eternity b 
: of or relating to earthly life' c ': lay or secular· rather than clerical or 
sacred: CIVIL (lords -) . 2: of or' relating to grammatical t~se or a 
distinction of time 3 a: of or relating to time as distinguished from 
space b: of or relating to the sequence of tim~ or to a 'partic4lar time 
: CHRONOLOGICAL _ tem.po.ral.ly ad.. . : ~ 

'temporal n [MF. fro tempOra~ adj.] (1541), ~ temporal part (as a bone 
or muscle) . . . . 

·"temporal adj [MF. fro LL lempOralis, fro L lempOra temples] (1597) 
.: of or .relating to the temples or the sides of the skull behin~ the orbits 
temporal bone n (1771) :' a compound bone of the side of the skult of 
some mammals' including h'umails '. 

1em.po-ral.j.ty \.temCp3-·ra-l3-te\ n. pI -ties (J4o) 1 a: civil or p0-
litical as distinguished from spiritual or ecclesiastical power or author
ity b: an ecclesiastical property or revenue - often used in pt 2 
, the quality. or state of being temporal 

tem.po-ral·J.Ze \·tem-p(3-)r .... liz\ vI ~ized; -iz.ing (1828) 1: SECU· 
LARIZE 2: to place or define in time relations . 

teinporal lobe n (ca. 1891) : a large lobe of each cerebral hemisphere 
that is situated in front of the occipital lobe and contains a sensory area 
associated with the organ of hearing 

temporal sumination n (1950): sensory summation that involves the 
addition of single stimuli over a short period of time 

tem.po.rar.i.ly \.tem-pa-·rer-3-le\ adv (1534): during a limited time 
Item'J>o.rary \·tem-p3-.rer-e\ adj [L remporarius. fro lempor-. tempus 
time] (ca. 1564): lasting for a limited time - tem·po·rar.,.ness n 

'temporary n. pi -rar.les (1848): one serving for a limited time (add· 
. ing several tempOraries as typists during the summer) 
temporary duty n (1945) : temporary military service away 'from 
one's pennanent duty station 

tem.po-riSe Bril var of TEMPORIZE 

t~e~:,o~~: t~~~;~I;~r:j~:,i f;r~:,;.;!~'~:!p~~~ 1~79fn:~r't::~c~~ 
suit the time or occasion: yield to current or dominant opinion: COM· 
PROMISE 2: to draw out discussions or negotiation·s so as to gain time 
(you'd have to ~ until you found out how she. wanted to be advised
Mary Austin) - tem.po-ri.za.tion \.tem-p3-r.a-·za-shan\ n - tem-
po.riz-er n . ' . 

tem.po-ro.man.dib-u.lar \'tem-p3-r6-man-'di-bY3-lar\ adj ['tempOral 
+ -0- .+ mandibular] (1889) : of, relating to. being. or affecting the 
joint between the temporal bone and the mandible (~dysfunction) 

t~~~I.\;~~w1t~ vtl~;; :~ti~t~ed:f~o~;t~~ ~~O~i~~mttl~r~~:!a~~ 
gain 2 a obs : to make trial of : TEST b: to try presumptuously 
: PROVOKE ' c: to risk the dangers of 3 a: to induce to do something 
b: to cause to be strongly inclined (was -ed to call it quits) syn see 
LURE "':" tempt·able \'tem(p)-t",bal\ adj 

temp·ta·tion \tem(p)-'ta-shon\ n (I3c) 1: the act of tempting or the 
state of being tempted esp. to evil: ENTICEMENT 2: something tempt
ing: a cause or occasion of .enticement 

~::::tf~i'~djW5~a6)\ ~ ~~~~~ ~~e !~~~Pi~~~~g~ _ offer) _ 
tempt·ing·ly \-tilJ-le\ adv 

~::~::,:!s\~;;:'~;;.!.~;ii~ ~~~~r~a'~[Ja; t:~poU~~]m2() ~~~od 
or vegetables dipped in batter and fried in deep fat 

ten \ 'ten\ n [ME, fro OE tfene. fro tfen. adj .• ten; akin to OHG zehan ten. 
L decem, Gk deka] (bef. 12c) 1- see NUMBER table 2, the IOtb in a 
set or series <wears a ....... ) 3: something having 10 units or members 
4: a IO-dollar bill - ten adj - ten pron. pI in constr 

ten.a.ble \ 'te-na-bol\ adj [MF. fr. OF. fr. lenir to bold. fro L tenere -
more at THIN] (1579) : capable of being held. maintained, or defended 
: DEFENSIBLE. REASONABLE - ten.a.bil.i.ty \.te-na··bi-Ia-te\ n - ten
a.ble.ness n - ten.a.bly \ ' te-no-ble\ adv 

ten-ace Vte-.nas, te-'nas. 'te-nds\ n [modif. of Sp tenaza. lit .. forceps. 
prob. fro L renacia. neut. pI. of tenax] (1655) : a combination of tw.o 
high or relatively high cards (as ace and queen) of the same suit in one 
hand with one ranking two degrees below the other 

te.na.cious \ta··na·shas\ adj [L tenac-. tenax tending to hold fast, fro 
tenere to hold] (1607) 1 a: not easily pulled apart: COHESIVE. TOUGH 
(a ~ metal) b: tending to adhere or cling esp. to another substance 
: STICKY (- burs) (- clay) 2 a: persistent in maintaining or adher
ing to something valued or habitual (a man very - of his rights) b 
: RETENTIVE (a ~ memory) syn see STRONG - te.na-ci-ous.ly ad. 
- te.na-cious.ness n . 

te.nac.i.ty \ta-'na-so-t;;\ n (1526) : the quality or state of being tena-

t;:~~~.:'f:m~~·~~t:o-Iam\ n. pI -Ia \·Ia\ or -Iums [NL. fro LL, 
instrument for hQlding. fr. L tenere] (ca. 1693) 1: a slender sharp" 
pointed hook attached to a handle and used mainly in surgery for seiz
ing and holding parts (as arteries) 2: an adhesive animal structure 

ten.an.cy \ 'te'Mn(t)-s;;\ n. pI -cies (I590) : a ~holding of an estate or a 
mode of holding an estate: the temporary possession or occupancy of 
something (as a house) that belongs to another; also ; the period of a 
tenant's occupancy or possession 

\0\ abut \ "\ kitten. F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \ii\ mop. mar 
\ail\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ ice \j\ job 
\Q\ sing \0\ go \0\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \ili\ the \0\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \Ii.~. " . ce. 0:. IE. te. '\ see Guide to Pronunciation 
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