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procedural programming language

procedural programming language
A programming language such as BASIC or
’ascal that requires the programmer to

specify the procedure the computer must
follow to accomplish the task. See declarative
prognirirrirfng la:-(garage.

process In operating systems designed
for server applications (including Witidows
2fJ{J(), Unix, and Linux). an executing pro-
gram or service.A parent process may have

one or more child processes that perform
additional tasks.

process color One of the four colors—
cyan, magenta, yellow. and black—that are
mixed to create other colors. See CMYK

color morlvl, color model, spot color.

processing The execution of program
instructions by the computer's central pro-
cessing unit (CPU) that in some way
transforms data. such as sorting it, selecting
some of it according to specified criteria,
or performing mathematical computationson it.

processor See m‘ft't’tJpI’tJfr:’S.Wf'.

processor serial number See PSN.

processor upgrade A chip designed to
1'eplace or complement a microprocessor
and provide improved performance. Intel’s
OverDrive chip is a processor upgrade for
tl1e Intel 80486. Also. the act of installing
such a chip.

production In digital video, the phase in

which the raw footage is shot. See post‘-
produrrinn.

Professional Graphics Array (PGA)
Ari early video adapter for IBM personal
computers that was designed for computer-

assisted design (CAD) applications. The
adapter displays 256 colors with a resolu—
tion of 640 X 480.

professional workstation A high—per—

formance personal computer optimized for
professional applications in fields such as
digital circuit design, architecture. and tech-
nical drawing. Professional workstations
typically offer excellent screen resolution,

fast and powerful microprocessors, and log
of memory. Examples include the work-

stations made by Sun Microsystems and
NeXT, lnc. Professional workstations are

more expensive than personal coinputei-5

and typically use the Unix operating sy5_
tem. The boundary between high—t=_-nd
personal computers and professional work-

stations, however, is eroding as persorm]
computers become more powerful.

program A list of instructions, written in

a programming language. that a computer
can execute so that the machine acts in a

predetermined way. Synonymous with soft-

ware. See compiler. cxrarmble program.
l1i'glt-laud pitwgrairtiiririq Iaugurigc, nmrlune lau-
gurige, stmrre rode.

program development life cycle See
PDLC.

program generator A program that
creates the program code automatically

from a description of the application. In
database management programs, fin‘ exam-
ple. one can use simple pl.'0gI'“.ll'11-gt.‘IIt.‘T&llIl0I]
techniques to describe the format he or she

wants graphically. The program generator
then uses the input as a set of parameters by
which to build the output program code.

Program Information File See pff

programmable Capable of being con-
trolled through instructions that can be
varied to suit the users needs.

programmable read—only memory
See PR()M.

programmer A person who designs.

codes, tests. debugs, and documents a com-
puter program. Professional progranimerfi
often hold bachelor of science or master of

science degrees in computer science. but a

great deal of programming {professional
and otherwise) is done by individuals with
little or no formal training. More than half
the readers of a popular personal coniputcl‘
niagazine, for example, stated in a survey

that they regularly progeamiried their per-
sonal computers using languages such as
BASIC, Pascal. and assembly language.
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