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(US) &) ABSTRACT

One embodiment of the invention includes an apparatus for
providing electric power to a telephone across a transmis-
sion line where the telephone is coupled to a network device.
A power and data coupler (“the coupler”) is coupled to one
end of the transmission line. The transmission line is also
adapted for transmission of a data signal. The data signal

(*) Notice:  Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by 33 days.
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310.02, 310.07, 310.08; 370/419, 442, 487, a power and data decoupler (“the decoupler”). The decou-

490; 375/257, 259; 445/3.1-3.3 pler has a power output and a data output. Both the data

output and power output of the decoupler are coupled to the
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