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Part of the Computing fundamentals glossary:

Stereoscopy, sometimes called stereoscopic imaging, is a technique used to enable a three-dimensional effect,
adding an illusion of depth to a flat image. Stereopsis, commonly (if imprecisely) known as depth perception, is
the visual perception of differential distances among objects in one’s line of sight. There are a number of visual
cues that help us to see things that way. If one object partially hides another, for example, we understand the one
in front to be closer. Objects and patterns grow smaller as they recede and vertical lines converge; objects in the
distance are hazier and less deeply colored, with a shift towards the blue end of the spectrum.

Next Steps

e 3-DTV

3-D TV is a television display technology that ...
(Whatls.com)

The perspective difference between objects seen through the left and right eyes (binocular disparity) and our
accommodation through focusing completes stereopsis for normal viewing. 3-D TV (and movies as well)
typically work by presenting two separate images — one for the right eye and one for the left — that are
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Another technology, known as autostereoscopic imaging (auto 3-D), is screen-based and does not require
viewers to wear special glasses. There are two classes of autostereoscopic displays. One type tracks the viewer’s
head position to ensure that each eye is presented with a different view. The other type of display uses multiple
perspectives of each frame presented simultaneously so that, within a given range, a viewer will see separate
perspectives with each eye.

Learn more:
Wikipedia offers a more detailed explanation of stereoscopy.

This was last updated in March 2011
Posted by: Margaret Rouse

Related Terms
Definitions

® glocalization

- Glocalization is the concept that in a global market, a product or service is more likely to succeed when
it is customized for the locality or culture in which it is sold. (SearchCIO.com)

® computer forensics (cyber forensics)

- Computer forensics is the application of investigation and analysis techniques to gather and preserve
evidence from a particular computing device in a way that is suitable for presentation in a cou...
(SearchSecurity.com)

® GPU (graphics processing unit)

- A graphics processing unit (GPU) is a computer chip that performs rapid mathematical calculations,
primarily for the purpose of rendering images. (SearchVirtualDesktop.com)

Glossaries

® Computing fundamentals

- Terms related to computer fundamentals, including computer hardware definitions and words and
phrases about software, operating systems, peripherals and troubleshooting.

® Electronics

- Terms related to electronics, including definitions about electrical components and words and phrases
about computers, laptops parts, digital cameras, televisions and home appliances.

¢ Internet applications
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- This Whatls.com glossary contains terms related to Internet applications, including definitions about
Software as a Service (SaaS) delivery models and words and phrases about web sites, e-commerce ...
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