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NOTICE

The information contained in this document is subject to change with-
out notice.

Microsoft® is a US. registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

PRINTING HISTORY

First Edition — March 1984

Change Sheet to First Edition — July 1984

Second Edition — October 1984

Third Edition — January 1986
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How to Use the HP 7550 Documentation

All HP 7550 plotters are shipped with the following three documents.

0 Operation and Interconnection Manual (Part No. 07550-90002).

The Operation and Interconnection Manual contains detailed operat-

ing information such as how to load paper and pens, how to use the

front-panel function keys, and how to obtain quality plots using proper

pen/media combinations. It also describes how to connect your com-

puter and plotter.

0 Interfacing and Programming Manual (Part No. 07550-90001).

This is the manual you are reading now. It contains complete explana-

tions of the plotter’s graphics and interfacing instructions. It begins

with discussions of various programming languages and how to use

them with the plotter’s instruction set, HP-GL (Hewlett-Packard

Graphics Language). It also explains some fundamental plotting con-

cepts to help get you started.

0 Pocket Guide (Part No. 07550-90003). The Pocket Guide is a con-

venient reference list of all HP-GL and device-control instructions,

along with their parameters.

The following paragraphs describe how you can use these documents,

based on your expertise.

For First Encounters with the HP 7550

If you have just received your plotter, read the first three chapters of

the Operation and Interconnection Manual. These chapters describe

initial inspection and explain the front-panel function keys. Next, look

for your computer in Chapter 6 and verify communication between your

computer and plotter. If you are using a purchased graphics software

package, be sure to follow any special instructions provided in the docu-

mentation accompanying the software.

Now you can use your graphics software, or you can program the plotter

yourself. If you plan to write programs for the plotter, read the follow-

ing two paragraphs.

For First Encounters with HP-GL

Ifyou have never written programs in HP-GL, begin with the first chapter

of this manual. This chapter will help you decide whether to program

with your computer’s graphics statements/routines or with HP-GL. The

second chapter explains some basic plotting concepts, and the remain-

ing chapters present the HP-GL instructions. The examples given with

the instructions will help you learn how the instructions work.
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For Experienced HP-GL Programmers

iv

If you are an experienced HP-GL programmer, you might find the

Pocket Guide or the instruction summary in Appendix C of this manual
most helpful. Also, look through this manual to learn about the new

instructions not found in earlier plotters — for example, the polygon

instructions, area—fill instructions, replot instructions, and expanded

character sets and character-designing capabilities. If you are inter-

ested in the differences in syntax between this and other HP plotters,

read Chapter 3 of this manual.
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