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[57] ABSTRACT

An object-oriented printing system includes objects that
provide query, data transfer, and control methods. The
inventive object-oriented printing system communicates
with the remainder of the operating system by means of a
standard interface such as a grafport and printer drivers are
provided for each printer type within the operating system.
Thus, an application not only need not worry about the
particular printer/computer combination with which it is to
operate, but also need not have a built in document format~
ting capability. The printing system includes objects that
provide queries for device identification, optimized imaging,
and printer status. Other objects are also provided for data
transfer to bracket connections prior to sending and receiv-
ing information. Still other objects are provided for cancel-
ing a print job, pausing a job, and clearing out a job. Finally,
an object is also provided for supporting multiple streams of
communication to an imaging task.

20 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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