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(7) ABSTRACT

A universal remote control comprising a keyboard having a
plurality of pushbuttons including a macro pushbutton and a
library of codes and data for use in transmitting operating
commands to a plurality of different home appliances of
different manufacturers. Instructions within the remote con-
trol are used to match the universal remote control to a
plurality of different home appliances of different manufac-
turers such that selected codes and data from the library are
used to transmit operating commands to the matched home
appliances in response to activation of selected pushbuttons
of the keyboard. The instructions are also used to assign to
the macro pushbutton a subset of the selected codes and data
from the library whereafter activation of the macro push-
button causes the universal remote control to use the subset
of selected codes and data from the library to transmit
operating commands to one or more of the matched home
appliances.
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