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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111

Commissioner for Patents

Washington, DC 20231

Sir:

This RESPONSE is in reply to the Office Actionmailed June 19, 2002. No fee is due for the addition

of any new claims.

Amendments

Please amend the above—identified application as follows:

In the Claims: /
Please amend claims 1, 7, 11, 17, 21 and 27 as shown below. All pending claims are reproduced

below, including those that remain unchanged. Marked up copies of the amended claims illustrating the

changes are shown in the Appendix to this Response.
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1. (Twice Amended) A method for a server computer to generate an update file for transmission to

a client computer that permits the client computer to generate a copy ofa current version ofa subscription

file comprised of a first plurality of file segments from a copy ofan earlier version ofthe subscription file

comprised ofa second plurality of file segments, such that each file segment corresponds to a portion ofits

respective subscription file, the method comprising the steps of:

for each segment of the current version of the subscription file,

(a) searching an earlierversion ofa signature list corresponding to an earlier version of

the subscription file for an old segment signature which matches a new segment

signature corresponding to the segment;

B (b) if step (a) results in a match, writing a command in the update file for the client
computerto copy an old segment ofthe client computer’s copy ofthe earlierversion

i ofthe subscription file into the client computer’s copy ofthe current version ofthe
subscription file, wherein the old segment corresponds to the segment for which a

match was detected in step (a); and

(c) if step (a) results in no match, writing a command in the update file for the client

computer to insert anew segmentofthe current version ofthe subscription file into

the client computer’s copy of the current version of the subscription file;

' wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is written into the

update file and the unchanged segment is excluded from the update file; and

g wherein steps (a) through (c) are performed by the server computer, without interaction with

the client computer, in response to the server computer detecting a change between the

current version of the subscription file and the earlier version of the subscription file.

2. ,/" (Cancelled)

3. / (Cancelled)

4. (Once Amended) A me od as in claim 1,

wherein the new segme of die current version of the subscription file is compressed.
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5. (Once Amended) A me od as in claim 1,

wherein the new segme t of the current version of the subscription file is encrypted.

6. (Once Amended) A m thod as in claim 1,

\ _ wherein the new segrn t of the current version of the subscription file is retrieved by the server
/ computer from a network driv .

/'/. (Twice Amended) A method as in claim 1, further comprising the step of:

fi transmitting the update file to the client computer as an executable attachmentby electronic
3 ) mail, wherein the executable attachment will cause the client computer to generate a copy of the current

version ofthe subscription file from the copy ofthe earlier version ofthe subscription file,1n response to the

‘computer executing the attachment.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

priorto step (a), performing a check n the current version ofthe subscription file to determine ifthe

subscription file has been altered since a pre 'ous check and continuing to perform the remaining steps only

if the check determines that the current ve ion of the subscription file has been altered.

9. A method as in claim 8, wherein e step ofperforming a check is performed at periodic intervals.

 
 

10. A method as in claim 8, wherei the step of performing a check on the current version of the

subscription file comprises checking a c ent time stamp ofthe current version ofthe subscription file to  

 
determine whether it differs from an earli r time stamp of the subscription file.

  
/,..

(Twice Amended) A computer readable storage medium, comprising:

% ' computer readable program code embodied on said computer readable storage medium, said
‘5 computer readable program code for programming a computer to perform a method for a server computer

to generate an update file for transmission to a client computer that permits the client computer to generate

a copy ofa current version ofa subscription file comprised ofa first plurality of file segments from a copy
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)ofan earlier version ofthe subscription file comprised ofa secondplurality offile segments, such that each

file segment corresponds to a portion ofits respective subscription file, the method comprising the steps of:

for each segment of the current version of the subscription file,

(a) searching an earlier version ofa signature list corresponding to an earlierversion of

the subscription file for an old segment signature which matches a new segment

signature corresponding to the segment;

(b) if step (21) results in a match, writing a command in the update file for the client

computer to copy an old segmentofthe client computer’s copy ofthe earlier version

subscription file, wherein the old segment corresponds to the segment for which a

match was detected in step (a); and
g ofthe subscription file into the client computer’s copy ofthe current version ofthe

(c) if step (a) results in no match, writing a command in the update file for the client

computer to insert a new segment ofthe currentversion ofthe subscription file into

the client computer’s copy of the current version of the subscription file;

wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is written into the

update file and the unchanged segment is excluded from the update file; and

wherein steps (a) through (c) are performed by the server computer, without interaction vn'th

the client computer, in response to the server computer detecting a change between, the

- current version of the subscription file and the earlier version of the subscription file.

12 (Cancelled)

/ 1 3. (Cancelled)

lt

I! 14. (Once Amended) A comput
fV wherein the new segment of

i 15. (Once Amended) A comput

wherein the new segment of

Attorney Docket Nor: SYMA-01042USO
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readable storage medium as in claim 11,

e current version of the subscription file is encrypted.
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/ ’ 16. (Once Amended) A comp ter readable storage medium as in claim 11,

L wherein the new segment f the current version of the subscription file is retrieved by the server///,. .,

 
 

/1’7.’ (Twice Amended) A computer readable storage medium as in claim/111’, further comprising the step
of:

(d) transmitting the update file to the client computer as an executable attachment by electronic mail,

wherein the executable attachment will cause the client computer to generate a copy of the current version

ofthe subscription file from the copy ofthe earlier version ofthe subscription file, in response to the client

computer executing the attachment.  

 
  18. A computer readable storage medium as ' claim 17, the method further comprising the step of:

  
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
  

prior to step (a), performing a check on the urrentversion ofthe subscription file to determine ifthe

subscription file has been altered since aprevious c eck and continuing to perform the remaining steps only

if the check determines that the current version o the subscription file has been altered.

19. A computer readable storage medium as 'n claim 18, wherein the step of performing a check is

performed at periodic intervals.

20. A computer readable storage medium as i claim 1 8, wherein the step ofperforming a check on the

current version ofthe subscription file comprises c cking a current time stamp ofthe current version ofthe

subscription file to determine Whether it differs m an earlier time stamp of the subscription file.

/2’f (Twice Amended) A computer system, comprising:
a processor; and

B ' a processor readable storage medium having processor readable program code embodied on said
K processor readable storage medium, saidprocessor readable program code forprogramming a computer to

perform a method for a server computer to generate an update file for transmission to a client computer that

permits the client computer to generate a copy ofa current version ofa subscription file comprised ofa first

plurality of file segments from a copy of an earlier version of the subscription file comprised of a second
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