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1. (Twice Amended) A method for a server computer to generate an update file for transmission to
a client computer that permits the client computer to generate a copy of a current version of a subscription
file comprised of a first plurality of file segments from a copy of an earlier version of the subscription file
comprised of a second plurality of file segments, such that each file segment corresponds to a portion of its
respective subscription file, the method comprising the steps of

for each segment of the current version of the subscription file,

(@ searching an earlier version of a signature list corresponding to an earlier version of
the subscription file for an old segment signature which matches a new segment
signature corresponding to the segment;

(b) if step (a) results in a match, writing a command in the update file for the client

computer to copy an old segment ofthe client computer’s copy of the earlier version

of the subscription file into the client computer’s copy of the current version of the

subscription file, wherein the old segment corresponds to the segment for which a

match was detected in step (a); and

(c) if step (a) results in no match, writing a command in the update file for the client

computer to insert a new segment of the current version of the subscription file into

the client computer’s copy of the current version of the subscription file;

" wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is written into the
update file and the unchanged segment is excluded from the update file; and

_ wherein steps (a) through () are performed by the server computer, without interaction with
the client computer, in response to the server computer detecting a change between the

current version of the subscription file and the earlier version of the subscription file.

. P
2.~ (Cancelled)
3./ (Cancelled)

4. (Once Amended) A method as in claim 1,

wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is compressed.
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S. (Once Amended) A method as in claim 1,

wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is encrypted.

6. (Once Amended) A m¢thod as in claim 1,

\ . wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is retrieved by the server

computer from a network drivg.

: (Tw1ce Amended) A method as in claim 1, further comprising the step of:
‘@ transmitting the update file to the client computer asan executable attachment by electronic
9\ mail, wherein the executable attachment will cause the client computer to generate a copy of the current
version of the subscription file from the copy of the earlier version of the subscription file, in response to the

/ant ‘computer executing the attachment.

8. A method as in claim 7, further con',,[pn'sing the step of:

prior to step (a), performing a check gn the current version of the subscription file to determine if the
subscription file has been altered since a previous check and continuing to perform the remaining steps only

if the check determines that the current vession of the subscription file has been altered.
9. A method as in claim 8, wherein the step of performing a check is performed at periodic intervals.

10. A method as in claim 8, wherein] the step of performing a check on the current version of the
subscription file comprises checking a curtent time stamp of the current version of the subscription file to

determine whether it differs from an earlidr time stamp of the subscription file.

\%/ (Twice Amended) A computer readable storage medium, comprising:
% ) computer readable program code embodied on said computer readable storage medium, said
5 computer readable program code for programming a computer to perform a method for a server computer
to generate an update file for transmission to a client computer that permits the client computer to generate

a copy of a current version of a subscription file comprised of a first plurality of file segments from a copy
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“of an eatlier version of the subscription file comprised of a second plurality of file segments, such that each

file segment corresponds to a portion of its respective subsctiption file, the method comprising the steps of:
for each segment of the current version of the subscription file,

(a) searching an earlier version of a signature list corresponding to an earlier version of

the subscription file for an old segment signature which matches a new segment

signature corresponding to the segment;

(b) if step (a) results in a match, writing a command in the update file for the client
cdmputer to copy an old segment of the client computer’s copy of the earlier version
of the subscription file into the client computer’s copy of the current version of the
subscription file, wherein the old segment corresponds to the segment for which a

é match was detected in step (a); and

(© ; if step (a) results in no match, writing a command in the update file for the client
computer to insert a new segment of the current version of the subscription file into
. the client computer’s copy of the current version of the subscription file;
wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is written into the
update file and the unchanged segment is excluded from the update file; and
wherein steps (a) through (¢) are performed by the server computer, without interaction with
the client‘ computer, in response to the server computer detecting a change between the

- current version of the subscription file and the earlier version of the subscription file.

e

/4&. (Cancelled)
/ 13.  (Cancelled)

/ 14. (Once Amended) A computer readable storage medium as in claim 11,

wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is compressed.

i
| 15. (Once Amended) A computer readable storage medium as in claim 11,

wherein the new segment of the current version of the subscription file is encrypted.
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/ © 16 (Once Amended) A compfiter readable storage medium as in claim 11,

wherein the new segment qf the current version of the subscription file is retrieved by the server

e

computer from a network drive.

L3/1’7’ (Twice Amended) A computer readable storage medium as in claim)«l’, further comprising the step
of:

L/r (d) transmitting the update file to the client computer as an executable attachment by electronic mail,

wherein the executable attachment will cause the client computer to generate a copy of the current version

of the subscription file from the copy of the earlier version of the subscription file, in response to the client

computer executing the attachment.

18. A computer readable storage medium as iyl claim 17, the method further comprising the step of:

prior to step (a), performing a check on the qurrent version of the subscription file to determine if the
subscription file has been altered since a previous check and continuing to perform the remaining steps only

if the check determines that the cutrent version of the subscription file has been altered.

19. A computer readable storage medium as fin claim 18, wherein the step of performing a check is
performed at periodic intervals.
20. A computer readable storage medium as iclaim 18, wherein the step of performing a check on the

current version of the subscription file comprises cHecking a current time stamp of the current version of the

subscription file to determine whether it differs frpm an earlier time stamp of the subscription file.

(1
/Zf (Twice Amended) A computer system, comprising;

a processor; and

B ) a processor readable storage medium having processor readable program code embodied on said
( processor readable storage medium, said processor readable program code for programming a computer to

perform a method for a server computer to generate an update file for transmission to a client computer that

permits the client computer to generate a copy of a current version of a subscription file comprised of a first

plurality of file segments from a copy of an earlier version of the subscription file comprised of a second
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