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acolyte
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acropetal

Greek aknas, a misreading of akmas, accusative plural
of akmé ‘highest point, peak, or facial eruption’; com-
pare with ACME.

ac-o'lyte |'zka lit| »n. a person assisting the celebrant
in a religious service or procession.

W an assistant or follower.

_ORIGIN Middle English: from Old French acolyt or
ecclesiastical Latin acolytus, from Greek akolouthos
‘follower.’

Asconecasgua | zkon'kigwo; fk-| an extinct volcano
in the Andes, on the border between Chile and Ar-
gentina, rising to 22,834 feet (6,960 m). Itis the high-
est mountain in the western hemisphere.

aceoenite |'zko,nit| »n. a poisonous plant of the but-
tercup family, which bears hooded pink or purple
flowers. It is native to temperate regions of the north-
ern hemisphere.
+Genus Aconitum, family Ranunculaceae: many species, in-
cluding monkshood and wolfsbane.

W an extract of such a plant, used as a poison or in
medicinal preparations.

-ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: via French and Latin from
Greek akoniton.

asconeistine |o'kéni,ten| »n. Chemistry a poisonous al-
kaloid obtained from monkshood and related plants.

aecorn |'a,kérn| »n. the fruit of the oak, a smooth oval
nut in a rough cuplike base.

~ORIGIN Old English ecern, of Germanic origin; re-
lated to Dutch aker, also to ACRE, later associated with
OAK and CORN!.

aecorn barenaecle »n. a stalkless barnacle that attach-
es itself to a variety of surfaces including rocks, ships,
and marine animals. Large numbers of individuals
may form a heavy encrustation that can affect the pro-
gress of a ship.
+Genus Balanus, family Balanidae.

aecorn squash »n. a winter squash, typically of a dark
green variety, with a longitudinally ridged rind.

aecorn worm »n. a burrowing wormlike marine animal

of shallow waters. Its body consists of a proboscis, a

collar, and a long trunk with gill slits, and contains a

notochordlike structure.

«Class Enteropneusta, phylum Hemichordata.

ascoteyelesdon | akitl'edn| »n. a plant with no dis-
tinct seed-leaves, esp. a fern or moss.

-DERIVATIVES ascoteyelesdoneous |-'gdn-os| adj.

~ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: from modern Latin plural
acoryledones (see A=1, COTYLEDON).

ascousstic |a'koostik| radj. [atiib] 1 relating to sound
or the sense of hearing: dogs have a much greater acous-
tic range than humans.

o (of building materials) used for soundproofing or
modifying sound: acoustic zifes. W (of an explosive
mine or other weapon) able to be set off by sound
waves,

2 (of music or musical instruments) not having elec-

trical amplification: acoustic guitar.

= (of a person or group) playing such instruments.

»n. 1 (usu. acoustics) the properties or qualities of a
room or building that determine how sound is trans-
mitted in it: Symphony Hall has perfect acoustics.
® (acoustic) the acoustic properties or ambience of a

sound recording or of a recording studio.

2 (acoustics) [treated as sing.] the branch of physics

concerned with the properties of sound.

3 a musical instroment without electrical amplifica-

tion, typically a guitar.

~-DERIVATIVES ascousetiecal adj.; a*cousetiecalely
|-ik(a)le]| adv.

—ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Greek akoustikos, from
akouein ‘hear.

ascousetic couepler »n. Electronics see COUPLER.

aceousstiscian |o,koo'stisHon; ,zekoo-| »n. an expert in
the branch of physics concerned with the properties of
sound.

ascousstic imepedeance »n. Physics the ratio of the
pressure over an imaginary surface in a sound wave to
the rate of particle flow across the surface.

acequaint |s'kwant| »v. [trans.] (acquaint someone
with) make someone aware of or familiar with: new
staff should be acquainted with fire exit routes | you need
to acquaint yourself with the house style.

m (be acquainted) be an acquaintance: I am not ac-
quainted with any young lady of that name| Ill leave
you two to get acquainted.

—ORIGIN Middle English: from Old French acointier
‘make known,’ from late Latin accognimre, from Latin
accognoscere, from ad- ‘to’ + cognoscere ‘come to know.

ac-quamt-ance |o'kwantns| »n. 1 a person’s knowl-
edge or experience of something: the students had little
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2 a person one knows slightly, but who is not a close

friend: a wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

w such people considered collectively: his extensive ac-
quaintance included Oscar Wilde and Years.

_PHRASES make the acquaintance of (or make
someone’s acquaintance) meet someone for the first
time and become only slightly familiar: they are anxious
to make your acquaintance.

~-DERIVATIVES acequaintsancesship |-stip| n.

-ORIGIN Middle English (in the sense ‘mutual knowl-
edge, being acquainted’): from Old French acointance,
from acointier ‘make known’ (see ACQUAINT).

acequainteance rape »n. rape by a person who is
known to the victim.

acequisesce | zkwe'es| »v. [intrans] accept something
reluctantly but without protest: Sara acquiesced in
his decision.

~-DERIVATIVES acequisesecence |-'esans| n.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin acquiescere, from
ad- ‘to, at’ + quiescere ‘1o rest.
acequisesecent |,zkwe'esont| »adj. (of a person)
ready to accept something without protest, or to do
what someone else wants: the unions were acquiescent
and there was no overt conflict.

~ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin acquiescent- ‘re~
maining at rest, from the verb acquiescere (see ACQUI-
ESCE).

acequire |s'kwir| »v. [trans.] buy or obtain (an asset or
object) for oneself.
| learn or develop (a skill, habit, or quality): you must

acquire the rudiments of Greek | I’ve never acquired a
taste for whiskey. ® achieve (a particular reputation)
as a result of one’s behavior or activities.
~PHRASES acquired taste 1 a thing that one has come
to like only through experience: pumpkin pie is an ac-
quired taste. 2 a liking of this kind: an acquired taste for
tobacco.

~-DERIVATIVES acequireasble adj.; acequireer n.

-ORIGIN late Middle English acquere, from Old
French aguerre, based on Latin acquirere ‘get in addi-
tion, from ad- ‘to’ + quaerere ‘seek.’ The English
spelling was modified (c.1600) by association with the
Latin word.

acequired chareacetereisstic (also acquired charac-
ter) »n. Biology a modification or change in an organ or
tissue during the lifetime of an organism due to use,
disuse, or environmental effects, and not inherited.

acequired imemune desfiecienecy synedrome see

AIDS.

acequiresment |o'kwirmant| »n. the action of acquir-
ing: the acquirement of self control.

m something acquired, typically a skill.

acequissistion | akwi'zisHon| »n. 1 an asset or object
bought or obtained, typically by a library or museum.

# an act of purchase of one company by another: there
were many acquisitions among travel agents | expand-
ing by growth or acquisition. B buying or obtaining an
asset or object: Western culture places a high value on
material acquisition.

2 the learning or developing of a skill, habit, or qual-

ity: the acquisition of management skills.

-ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense ‘act of ac-
quiring something’): from Latin acquisitio(n-), from
the verb acquirere (see ACQUIRE).

acequiseistive |o'kwizitiv| »adj. excessively interested
in acquiring money or material things.

-DERIVATIVES acequissistivesly adv.; acequiseistives
ness n.

~ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from French acquisitif, -tive,
from late Latin acqui:itivus from Latin acquisit- ‘ac-
quired,’ from the verb acquirere (see ACQUIRE).

acequit |o'kwit| »v. (acquitted, acquitting) 1 [trans]

(usu. be acquitted) free (someone) from a criminal

charge by a verdict of not guilty: she was acquitted on all

counts | the jury acquitted him of murder.

2 (acquit oneself) conduct oneself or perform in a

specified way: the Israeli windsuifers acquitted themselves

well at the 1994 championship.

m (acquit oneself of) archaic discharge (a duty or re-
sponsibility): they acquitted themselves of their charge
with vigilance.

-ORIGIN Middle English (originally in the sense ‘pay
a debt, discharge a liability’): from Old French ac-
quiter, from medieval Latin acquitare ‘pay a debt,’ from
ad- ‘to’ + quitare ‘set free.

acequitetal [s'kwitl} »n. a judgment that a person is
not guilty of the crime with which the person has been
charged: the trial resulted in an acquittal | the women felt
their chances of acquitral were poor.

acequitetance |s’kwitns| »n. Law, dated a written receipt
attesting the settlement of a fine or debt.

-0 RIGIN Middle English: from Old French, from

2 |'akro; 'dkra} a state in western Brazil, on the border
with Peru; capital, Rio Branco.

ascre |'akor| »n. a unit of land area equal to 4,840
square yards (0.405 hectare): [as adj] a 15-acre estate.
m (acres of) informal a large extent or amount of some-

thing: acres of space.

~-DERIVATIVES ascred |'akord| adj. [in combination}: a
many-acred park.

_ORIGIN Old English @cer (denoting the amount of
land a yoke of oxen could plow in a day), of Germanic
origin; related to Dutch akker and German Acker
‘field,’ from an Indo-European root shared by Sanskrit
ajra “field,’ Latin ager, and Greek agros.

aecrerage |'ak(o)rij| »n. an area of land, typicially
when used for agricultural purposes, but not necessar-
ily measured in acres: a 35% increase in net acreage.

ascre-foot »n. (pl. acre-feet) a unit of volume equal to
the volume of a sheet of water one acre (0.405 hectare)
in area and one foot (30.48 cm) in depth; 43,560 cu-
bic feet (1233.5 cubic meters).

acerid |'zkrid| »adj. having an irritatingly strong and
unpleasant taste or smell: acrid fumes.

m angry and bitter: an acrid farewell.

~-DERIVATIVES asctideiety | o'kridite| n; aceridely adv.

-ORIGIN early 18th cent.: formed irregularly from
Latin acer, acri- ‘sharp, pungent’ + -ID1, probably in-
fluenced by acid.

aceriedine |'mkri,dén| »n. Chemisty a colorless solid
compound obtained from coal tar, used in the manu-
facture of dyes and drugs.
*Chem. formula: C;3;HoN.

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.:
ACRID + -INE%,

acstisflasvine | zkro'flaven| »n. a bright orange-red
dye derived from acridine, used as an antiseptic.

~ORIGIN early 20th cent.: formed irregularly from
ACRIDINE and FLAVINE,

Acerislan |'zkrslen| »n. trademark a synthetic acrylic
textile fiber.

-ORIGIN 1950s: from ACRYLIC + Latin lana ‘wool’

aceri*mosni*ous | zkra'moness| »adj. (typically of
speech or a debate) angry and bitter: an acrimonious
dispute about wages.

~-DERIVATIVES acerismoenisousely adv.

~ORIGIN early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘bitter, pun-
gent’): from ACRIMONY + -OUS.

acerismoeny |'zkro,mone} »n. bitterness or ill feeling:
a quagmire of lawsuits, acrimony, and finger-pointing.

-ORIGIN mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘bitter taste or
smell’): from French acrimonie or Latin acrimonia,
from acer, acri- ‘pungent, acrid.’

acsrosbat | '=kes bat| »n. an entertainer who performs
gymnastic feats.

2 a person noted for constant change of mind, alle-
giance, etc.

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from French acrobate, from
Greek akrobatés, from akrobatos ‘walking on tiptoe,’
from akron “tip’ + bainein ‘to walk.’

acerosbatsic |,zkra'bztik| radj. performing, involv-
ing, or adept at spectacular gymnastic feats: an acro-
batic dive.

-DERIVATIVES aceroshateiscalely |-ik(s)le} adv.

acerosbateics | zkro'batiks| »plural n. [usu. treated as
sing.] gymnastic feats: figurative goes through all sorts of fi-
nancial acrobatics to make the monthly payments.

aceroecy*a*noesis |,zkro sia'ndsis| rn. Medicine bluish
or purple coloring of the hands and feet caused by
slow circulation.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.:
CYANOSIS.

aceroslect |'zkrs,lekt| »n. Linguistics the most prestig-
jous dialect or variety of a particular language (used
esp. in the study of Creoles). Often contrasted with
BASILECT.

—-DERIVATIVES aceroslecetal | zkra'lektl| adi.

~ORIGIN 1960s: from Greek akron ‘summit’ + -lect as

. in dialect.

aceroemegeacly | zkro'megole] »n. Medicine abnormal
growth of the hands, feet, and face, caused by over-
production of growth hormone by the pituitary gland.

—-DERIVATIVES acerosmesgaleic |-mo'gzlik] adj.

—ORIGIN late 19th cent.: coined in French from Greek
akron ‘tip, extremity’ + megas, megal- ‘great.’

acero*nym |‘zkra,nim} »n. a word formed from the
initial letters of other words (e.g., radar, laser).

—ORIGIN 1940s; from Greek akron ‘end, tip’ + onuma
‘name,’ on the pattern of homonym.

ascropee+tal |s'keiipitl| »adj. Botany (of growth or devel-
opment) upward from the base or point of attach-
ment. The opposite of BASIPETAL.

B (of the movement of dissolved substances) outward
toward the shoot and root apexes.

coined in German from

from Greek akron ‘tip” +
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best ball

158

betroth

as well as possible: ke tried to make the best of his tal-
ents. to the best of one’s ability (or knowledge) as
far as one can do or know: the text is free of factual er-
rors, to the best of my knowledge. with the best of them
as well or as much as anyone: he’ll be out there dancing
with the best of them.

-0RIGIN Old English betest (adjective), betost, betst
(adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and
German best, also to BETTER!.

USAGE: On the punctuation of best in compound
adjectives, see usage at WELLL.

best ball »n. Goif the better score at a hole of two or
more players competing as a team: [as adj] a best-ball
match.

best boy »n. the assistant to the chief electrician of a
movie crew.

besstial |'bescusl; 'bes-| »adj. of or like an animal or
animals: Darwin’s revelations about our bestial begin-
nings.
| savagely cruel and depraved: bestial and barbaric acts.

-DERIVATIVES besstialely adv.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: via Old French from
late Latin bestialis, from Latin bestia ‘beast.’

bessetisaleisty | beste'zlite; bes-| »n. 1 savagely cruel
or depraved behavior: there seems no end to the bestiality
of human beings.

2 sexual intercourse between a person and an animal.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French bes-
tialite, from bestial (see BESTIAL).

besstisarey | 'beste erg; 'bes-| »n. (pl. -ies) a descriptive
or anecdotal treatise on various real or mythical kinds
of animals, esp. a medieval work with a moralizing
tone.

-ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin bestiar-
tum, from Latin bestia ‘beast.’

besstir |bi'stor] »v. (bestirred, bestirring) (bestir
oneseif) make a physical or mental effort; exert or
rouse oneself: they rarely bestir themselves excepr in the
most pressing of circumstances.

best man »n. [in sing] a male friend or relative chosen
by a bridegroom to assist him at his wedding.

beestow |bi'sto| »v. [trans] confer or present (an
honor, right, or gift): the office was bestowed on him
by the chief of state | thank you for this honor thar you
have bestowed upon me | fiqurative she bestowed her
nicest smile on Jim.

-DERIVATIVES besstoweal |-ol| n.

-0RIGIN Middle English (in the sense ‘use for, devote
to’): from BE- (as an intensifier) + Old English stow
‘place.” i

besstrew |bi'stroo| »v. (past part. bestrewed or be-
strewn |-'stroon|) [trans.] poeticliterary cover or partly
cover (a surface) with scattered objects: the bride’s
train was bestrewn with rose petals.

B (of objects) lie scattered over (a surface): sweeping
away the sand and rubbish that bestrewed it.

-ORIGIN Old English bestréowian (see BE-, STREW).

besstride |bi'strid| »v. (past bestrode |-'strod|; past
part. bestridden {-'siridn|) [trans] stand astride over;
span or straddle: figurative creatures that bestride the di-
viding line between amphibians and reptiles.

W sit astride on: he bestrode his horse with the easy grace
of a born horseman.

-ORIGIN Old English bestridan (see BE-, STRIDE),

best seliser »n. a book or other product that sells in
very large numbers: ker autobiography is an interna-
tional best seller.

best-selleing »adj. [aitrib.] (of 2 book or other product)
having very large sales; very popular: a best-selling
novel.

bet |bet| »v. (betling; past and past part. bet or betted)
1 [intrans.] risk something, usually a sum of money,
against someone else’s on the basis of the outcome of
a future event, such as the result of a race or game:
betting on horses | | [with clause] I would be prepared to
bet that what he really wanted was to settle down | [trans.]
most people would bet their life savings on this prospect |
B [with obj. and clause] risk a sum of money against

(someone) on the outcome or happening of a future
event: {with two objs.] I’ll bet you §15 you won’t find a
single scratch.
2 [with clause] informal feel sure: I bet this place is really
spooky late at night | he’ll be surprised to see me, I'll bet.

»n. an act of risking a sum of money in this way: every
Saturday she had a bet on the horses. |
B a sum of money staked in this way: the bookies are

taking bets on his possible successor. W [with adj.] informal
a candidate or course of action to choose; an option:
| your best bet is 1o call a professional exterminaior.
H (one’s bet) informal an opinion, typically one
formed quickly or spontaneously: my bet is that the

Aracidont andll aiotn tho hill
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informal used to express doubt about an assertion or sit-
uation: he may be a suitable companion—=but don’t bet on
iz. want to (or wanna) bet? informal used to express vig-
orous disagreement with a confident assertion: “You
can’t be with me every moment.” “Want to bet?” you bet
informal you may be sure; certainly: “Would you like this
piece of pie?” “You bet!”

-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: perhaps a shortening of the
obsolete noun aber ‘abetment.’

bet. »abbr. between.

besta |'bato| »n. the second letter of the Greek alpha-
bet (B, B), transliterated as ‘b,

B [as adj.] denoting the second of a series of items, cat-
egories, forms of a chemical compound, etc.: beta
carotene | beta blocker. ® informal short for BETA TEST:
their database system is currently in beta | [as adl] a
beta version. ® (Beta) [followed by Latin genitive]
the second (usually second-brightest) star in a con-
stellation: Bera Virginis. B [as adj] relating to beta de-
cay or beta particles: beta emitters.

besta-aderensersgic »adj. of, relating to, or affecting
beta receptors: sympathetic nerves that stimulate beta-
adrenergic receptors.

besta blockeer vn. any of a class of drugs that prevent
the stimulation of the adrenergic receptors responsi-
ble for increased cardiac action. Beta blockers are
used to control heart thythm, treat angina, and reduce
high blood pressure.

Bestascam |'bato,keem | »n. trademark a high quality for-
mat for video cameras and recorders.
B a camera using this format.

bestascareostene | baro'kera,tén|
carotene) »h. see CAROTENE,

besta cell »n. any of the insulin-producing cells in the
islets of Langerhans.

besta deecay »n. radioactive decay in which an elec-
tron is emitted.

besta ensdorephin »n. an endorphin produced in the
pituitary gland that is a powerful pain suppressor.

besta globeuslin »n. see GLOBULIN.

bestacine |'bete,en| wn. Chemistry a crystalline com-
pound with basic properties found in many plant
juices.
+Chem. formula: (CH3)sN+—CH,CO,-.
| any zwitterionic compound of the type represented

by this.

—-ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: formed irregularly from
Latin beta ‘beet’ (because originally isolated from
sugar beet) + -INE4.

bestake |bi'tak| »v. (past betook |-‘took|; past part. be-
taken |-'takan|) {trans] (betake oneself to) poeticiiter-
ary go to: I shall betake myself to nry room.

Bestasmax |'bats,mzks| »n. trademark a format for
video recorders, now largely obsolete.

besta paretiscle (also beta ray) »n. Physics a fast-
moving electron emitted by radioactive decay of sub-
stances. (The emission of beta particles was originally
regarded as a ray).

besta rescepetor »n. an adrenergic receptor in the
sympathetic nervous system, stimulation of which re-
sults esp. in increased cardiac activity.

besta rhythm »n. Physiology the normal electrical activ-
ity of the brain when conscious and alert, consisting of
oscillations (beta waves) with a frequency of 18 to 25
hertz.

besta test »n. a trial of machinery, software, or other
products, in the final stages of its development, car-
ried out by a party unconnected with its develop-
ment.

»v. (beta-test) [trans.] subject (a product) to such a test.

beetactron | 'bata,tréin| »n. Physics an apparatus for ac-
celerating electrons in a circular path by magnetic in-
duction.

~ORIGIN 1940s: from BETA + ~TRON.

betecha |'becHa| »v. a nonstandard contraction of
“bet you,” used in representing informal speech. ber-
cha can’t find a better apartment,

bestel {'betl| »n. 1 the leaf of an Asian evergreen
climbing plant that is used in the East as a mild stm-
ulant. Parings of areca nut, lime, and cinnamon are
wrapped in the leaf, which is then chewed, causing the
saliva to go red and, with prolonged use, the teeth to
go black.

2 the plant, related to pepper, from which these leaves

are taken.

*Piper berle, family Piperaceae.

~ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: via Portuguese from Mala-
yalam verrila.

Bestelegeuse | 'betl,joos; 'betl-; -,jooz| (also Betel-
geux) Astronomy the tenth brightest star in the sky, in
the constellation Orion. It is a red supergiant, and
variations in its brightness are associated with pulsa-

tHiane in iftc nritar anvalana

(also beta-

bestel nut »n. another term for ARECA NUT.

-0ORIGIN Portuguese berel.

beetel palm »n. another term for ARECA.

béte noire | bat 'nwir; bet | »n. (pl. bétes noires
| 'nwirz| pronunc. same) a person or thing that one par-
ticularly dislikes: great-uncle Edward was my father’s
béte noire.

-ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘black beast.

beth |bas; bat; bet| »n. the second letter of the Hebrew
alphabet.

Betheaney |'beTHone| a city in central Oklahoma,
west of Oklahoma City; pop. 20,075.

Betheel |'beTHal| a town in the Catskill Mountains, in
southeastern New York; pop. 3,693. It is the actual site
of the 1969 Woodstock music festival.

betheel |'berssl| »n. 1 a holy place.

2 a chapel for seamen.

3 Biit. a Nonconformist chapel.

Betheel Park a borough in southwestern Pennsylva-
nia, south of Pittsburgh; pop. 33,823.

Besthese*da |bs'THezds| an affluent unincorporated
suburb in central Maryland, north of Washington,
DC. It is home to the National Institutes of Health;
pop. 62,936.

besthink | bi'taingk| »v. (past and past part. bethought
|-'Taét}) (bethink oneself) formal or archaic think on
reflection; come to think: ke bethought himnself of
the wverse from the Book of Proverbs | [with clause] the
council bethought itself thar this plan would leave room for
Sfuture expansion.

-ORIGIN Old English &ithencan (see BE-, THINK).

Betheleshem | 'betlihem; -leam| 1 a small town 5
miles (8 km) south of Jerusalem, in the West Bank;
pop. 14,000. It was the native city of King David and
is the reputed birthplace of Jesus.

2 an industrial city in eastern Pennsylvania, on the

Lehigh River; pop. 71,329. It is noted for the manu-

facturing of steel.

Besthune |ba'ta(y)oon|, Mary McLeod (1875~
1955), US educator. In 1904, she founded the Day-
tona Normal and Industrial Institute for Negro Girls,
which, with the Cookman Institute, became Bethune-
Cookman College in 1923. Bethune was founder and
first president 1935-49 of the National Council of
Negro Women.

bestide |bi'tid| »v. [intrans.] poetic/literary happen: I waited
with beating heart, as yet not knowing what would betide.
® [trans.] happen to (someone): she was trembling with

Jear lest worse might betide her.

-PHRASES woe betide see WOE.

-ORIGIN Middle English: from BE- (as an intensifier)
+ obsolete tide ‘befall, from Old English fidan ‘hap-
pen, from #d (see TIDE).

bestimes |bi'timz| »adv. postic/literary before the usual or
expected time; early: next morning I was up betimes.

~-ORIGIN Middle English: from obsolete betine (see

BY, TIME).

béstise |be'tez | »n. a foolish or ill-timed remark or ac-
tion.

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: French, literally‘stupidity.’

bestoeken |bi'tokan| »v. {trans.] poetic/literary be a sign of;
indicate: she wondered if his cold, level gaze betokened in-
difference or anger.

A be a warning or indication of (a future event): the
Jalling comer betokened the true end of Merlin’s powers.

-0ORIGIN Old English betacnian, from BE- (as an inten-
sifier) + tacnian ‘signify, of Germanic origin; related
to TOKEN,

beteoeny |‘betn-g| »n. (pl. -ies) a Eurasian plant of the
mint family that bears spikes of showy purple flowers.
*Stachys officinalis, family Labiatae.

B used in names of plants that resemble the betony,
e.g., wood betony.

-ORIGIN Middle English: from Old French beroine,
based on Latin betonica, perhaps from the name of an
Iberian tribe.

beetook |bi'took| past of BETAKE.

bestray |bi‘tra] »v. [trans] be disloyal to: kis friends were
shocked when he betrayed them.

u be disloyal to (one’s country, organization, or ideol-
ogy) by acting in the interests of an enemy: ke could
betray his country for the sake of conununism. B treach~
erously inform an enemy of the existence or location
of (a person or organization): this group was betrayed
by an informer. W treacherously reveal (secrets or in-
formation): many of those employed by diplomats be-
traved secrets and sold classified documents. M figurative
reveal the presence of; be evidence of: she drew a deep
breath that betrayed her indignarion

-DERIVATIVES bestrayeal |-3l| n; bestrayeer n.

-ORIGIN Middle English: from BE- ‘thoroughly’ + ob-
solete trgy ‘betray,” from Old French trair, based on

T atiem taadaus Sansmd Arras Ed
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An independént sultanate: known as Muscat and
Oman until 1970; Oman was. the most influential
power in the region during the 19th century; it con-
trolled Zanzibar and other territory. Since the late
19th century, it has had strong links with Britain. The
economy is dependent on oil, discovered in 1964,

~-DERIVATIVES O*marni |6'méné| adj.&n.

Oe*man, Gulf of an inlet of the Arabian Sea, connect-
ed by the Strait of Hormuz to the Persian Gulf.

Oemar | |'omiir| (c.581-644), Muslim caliph 634-44.
He conquered Syria, Palestine, and Egypt.

Oemar Khaysyam |ki'im; ~'=m| (died 1123), Persian
poet, mathematician, and astronomer. His rubdiyd:
(quatrains), found in The Rubdiydr of Omar Khayyim
(translation published 1859), are meditations on the
mysteries of existence and celebrations of worldly
pleasures.

o*maesum |6'masam| »n. (pl. omasa |-ss|) Zoology the
muscular third stomach of a ruminant animal, be-
tween the reticulum and the abomasum. Also called
PSALTERIUM.

~ORIGIN early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘bul-~
lock’s tripe.

Osmayeyad |6'mi(y)ed| variant spelling of UMAYYAD.

OMB »abbr. (in the federal government) Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

omebre |'dmboar| »n. a trick-taking card game for three
people using a pack of forty cards, popular in Europe
in the 17th—18th centuries.

~ORIGIN from Spanish hombre ‘man,” with reference
to one player seeking to win the pool.

omebré |'am,bra| radj. (of a fabric) having a dyed,
printed, or woven design in which the color is gradu-
ated from light to dark.

-0ORIGIN French, past participle of ombrer ‘to shade.

ombro- »comb. form relating to rain: ombrotrophic.

~ORIGIN from Greek ombros ‘rain shower.’

omsebrostropheic | dmbra'irofik; -'trifik| »adj. Ecology
(of a bog or its vegetation) dependent on atmospheric
moisture for its nutrients.

omebudseman |'dmbadzmoan; - boodz-| »n. (pl. -men)
an official appointed to investigate individuals’ com-
plaints against maladministration, esp. that of public
authorities.

-ORIGIN 1950s: from Swedish, ‘legal representative.’

omebudsepersson |'dmbadz,porson; -boodz-| »n. a
person acting as an ombudsman.

Omedureman |,imdor'min| a city in central Sudan,
on the Nile River opposite Khartoum; pop. 229,000.

-ome »suffix chiefly Biology forming nouns denoting ob-
jects or parts having a specified nature: rhiizome | tri-
chome.

~ORIGIN variant form of -OMA.

o*meega |o'magd; 0'mé-| »n. the twenty-fourth, and
last, letter of the Greek alphabet (£}, ), transliterated
as ‘0’ or 6.°
H the last of a series; the final development: [as adj.] the

omega point. B (Omega) [followed by Latiin genitive]
Astronomy the twenty-fourth star in a consteliation:
Omega Scorpii.

»symbol B ((}) ohm(s): a 10042 resistor.

-ORIGIN from Greek & mega ‘big O

o*mesga-3 fatety aceid »n. an unsaturated fatty acid
of a kind occurring chiefly in fish oils, with three dou-
ble bonds at particular positions in the hydrocarbon
chain.

omeeslet |'im(o)lit| (also omelette) pn. a dish of beat-
en eggs cooked in a frying pan until firm, often with a
filling added while cooking, and usually served folded
over.,

-ORIGIN French omeletze, earlier amelette, alteration of
alumette, variant of alumelle, from lemele ‘knife blade,
from Latin Jamella (see LAMELLA). The association
with ‘knife blade’ is probably because of the thin flat
shape of an omelet.

o*men |'oman| »n. an event regarded as a portent of
good or evil: the ghost’s appearance was an ill omen| a
rise in imports might be an omen of recovery.

B prophetic significance: the raven seemed a bird of evil
omen.

-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from Latin.

o*menstum |o'mentam| »n. (pl. omenta |-ta|) Anatomy
a fold of peritoneum connecting the stomach with
other abdominal organs. B

-DERIVATIVES o*menstal |6'mentl| adj.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin.

o*mer |'omor; 'omer| »n. 1 an ancient Hebrew dry
measure, the tenth part of an ephah.

2 (Omer) Judaism a sheafof corn or omer of grain pre-

sented as an offering on the second day of Passover.

m the period of 49 days between this day and Shavu-
oth (Pentecost).
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Mafia) a code of silence about criminal activity and a
refusal to give evidence to authorities.
omeiecron |'dmi kriin; 'om-| »n. the fifteenth letter of

the Greek alphabet (O, o), transliterated as ‘0.

' (Omicron) {followed by Latin genitive] Astronomy the
fifteenth star in a constellation: Omicron Piscium.

~-ORIGIN from Greek o mikron ‘little O.

omeienous |'dmonas| radj. giving the impression that
something bad or unpleasant is going to happen;
threatening; inauspicious: there were ominous dark
clouds gathering overhead.

~DERIVATIVES omeisnousely adv.; omeisnouseness n.

-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from Latin ominosus, from
omen, omin- ‘omen.”

oe*misesion |o'misHsn| »n. someone or something
that has been left out or excluded: there are glaring
omisstons in the report.

B the action of excluding or leaving out someone or
something: the omission of recent publications from his
bibliography. ™ a failure to do something, esp. some-
thing that one has a moral or legal obligation to do:
to pay compensation for a wrongful act or omission.

-DERIVATIVES o*misesive |o'misiv} adj.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from late Latin omis-
sto(n-), from the verb omittere (see OMIT).

o*mit |5'mit| »v. (omitted, omitting) [trans.] (often be
omitted) leave out or exclude (someone or some-
thing), either intentionally or forgetfully: a significant
detail was omitted from your story.

u fail or neglect to do (something); leave undone: the
final rinse is omitted | [with infinitive] ke modestly omits
to mention that he was pole-vault champion.

-DERIVATIVES o*misesicble |0'misobsl| adj.

~ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin omiztere,
from ob- ‘down’ + mitrere ‘let go.”

omemastidsieum | imos'tideam] »n. (pl. ommatidia
j-'tidea|) Entomology each of the optical units that make
up a compound eye, as of an insect.

~-DERIVATIVES omemartideieal |-'tides| adj.

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek
ommatidion, diminutive of omma, ommat- ‘eye.

omemateosphore |s'meats,for| »n. Zoology a part of an
invertebrate animal, esp. a stalk or tentacle, that bears
an eye.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Greek ommna, ommar-

‘eye’ + “PHORE.

omni- »comb. form all; of all things: omniscient | omnifar-
fous.

m in all ways or places: omnicompetent | omnipresent.

-ORIGIN from Latin ommnis ‘all.’

omenisbus | 'imnos,bss]| »n. 1 a volume containing sev-
eral novels or other items previously published sepa-
rately: an omnibus of her first trilogy.

2 dated a bus.

»adj. comprising several items: Congress passed an omni-
bus anti-crime package.

—-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: via French from Latin, lit-
erally ‘for all,” dative plural of ommnis.

omeniedisrecetioneal |, imni,di'reksgonl| »adj. Telecom-
munications receiving signals from or transmitting in all
directions.

omenis*farsi*ous | dmno'fereas| »adj. formal comprising
or relating to all sorts or varieties.

-DERIVATIVES omenisfarei*ousely adv; omenisfarsie

ouse*ness n.

-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from late Latin omnifarius +

-0Us; compare with MULTIFARIOUS.

omenipeostent | im'nipotont| »adj. (of a deity) having
unlimited power; able to do anything.

m having ultimate power and influence: an omnipotent
sovereign.

»n. (the Omnipotent) God.

~DERIVATIVES omenipsortence n; omenipsostentely
adv. )

-ORIGIN Middle English (as a divine attribute): via

Old French from Latin omniporent- ‘all-powerful.’

omenispreseent | imno'preznt| »adj. (of God) pres-
ent everywhere at the same time.

mwidely or constantly encountered; common or
widespread: the omnipresent threar of natural disasters.

-DERIVATIVES omsnispressence n.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin om-
nipraesent-.

omenierange |'dmni ranj| »n. a navigation system in
which short-range omnidirectional VHF transmitters
serve as radio beacons.

omenisecient |im'nisHant| »ad}. knowing everything:
the story is told by an omniscient narrator.

~DERIVATIVES omenisecience n.; omenisscientely
adv.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin omnis-
cient- ‘all-knowing,’ based on scire ‘to know.

omenissexeueal | imni'seksHowsl) »adi. involvine. re-

~DERIVATIVES omeni*sexcusaleisty |'-SekSH9'Wae.
litg| n.

omenisum-gatheersum | dmngom geTHoam| M, a
collection of miscellaneous people or things,

-ORIGIN early 16th cent.: mock Latin, from Latin ¢y,
nium ‘of all’ and GATHER + the Latin suffix -um.

omenisvore |'dmns,vor| »n. an animal or person thay
eats food of both plant and animal origin.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from French, from Latin 4,,,_
nivorus ‘omnivorous.”

omeniveoerous |am'niv(a)ras| radj. (of an anima] o,
person) feeding on food of both plant and animal oy
igin.

8 taking in or using whatever is available: an ommniy,.
rous reader.

~DERIVATIVES omeniveosrousely adv; omenivsg,
Yous*ness n.

~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin omnivorys 4
-0uUs, .

o*mopheasgy |o'mifsje| (also omophagia) sn. the
eating of raw food, esp. raw meat.

~DERIVATIVES o'mosphageic | ,omo'fejik| adj; g
mopheasgist | -jist| n.; osmopheargous |-gos| adj,

-ORIGIN early 18th cent.: from Greek dmophagi,
from omos ‘raw’ + -phagia (from phagein ‘eat’),

Oemoteic |o'mitik| »n. a subfamily of Afro-Asiatic
languages spoken in Ethiopia, with over thirty mem-
bers.

»adj. denoting or belonging to this subfamily.

-ORIGIN 1970s: from Omo, the name of a river in
southwestern Ethiopia, + ~OTIC.

omphalo- »comb. form relating to the navel.

-ORIGIN from Greek omphalos ‘navel.’

omephaelos |'dmfoles| »n. (pl. omphaloi |-loi]) po-
etic/iterary the center or hub of something: this was the
omphalos of confusion and strife.

B 3 rounded stone (esp. that at Delphi) representing
the navel of the earth in ancient Greek mythology.

-ORIGIN Greek, literally ‘navel.’”
Omsk |6msk| a city in south central Russia, on the Ir-

tysh River; pop. 1,159,000.

ON! pabbr, Ontario (in official postal use).

ONz2 »abbr. Old Norse.

on |in; 6n} sprep. 1 physically in contact with and sup-
ported by (a surface): on the table was a water jug | she
was lying on the floor | a sign on the front gate.

B located somewhere in the general surface area of (a
place): an internment camp on the island| the house on
the corner. ® as a result of accidental physical contact
with: one of the children had cut a foor on some glass |
he banged his head on a beam. B supported by (a part
of the body): ke was lying on his back. Bso as to be
supported or held by: put it on the table. B in the pos-
session of (the person referred to): she only had a few
dollars on her.

2 forming a distinctive or marked part of (the surface

of something): a scratch on her arm | a smile on her face.

3 having (the thing mentioned) as a topic: a book on

careers | essays on a wide range of issues.

® having (the thing mentioned) as a basis: modeled on
the Mayflower Compact | dependent on availability.

4 as a member of (a committee, jury, or other body):

they would be allowed to serve on committees.

5 having (the place or thing mentioned) as a target:

five air vaids on the city | thousands marching on Wash-
ingron.

B having (the thing mentioned) as a target for visual
focus: ker eyes were fixed on his dark profile.

6 having (the thing mentioned) as a medium for trans-

mitting or storing information: puz your ideas dozn on

paper | stored on the client’s own computer.

B being broadcast by (a radio or television channel): @
new TV sertes on Channel 4.

7 in the course of (a journey): ke was on his way to se¢

his mother.

m while traveling in (a public conveyance): John got
some sleep on the plane. B on to (a public conveyance)
with the intention of traveling in it: we got on the
train.

8 indicating the day or part of a day during which an

event takes place: reported on September 26| on a very

hot evening in Fuly.

B at the time of: she was booed on arriving home.

9 engaged in: his artendant was out on errands.

10 regularly taking (a drug or medicine): ke is on mor-

phine to relieve the pain.

11 paid for by: the drinks are on me.

12 added to: a few cents on the electric bill is nothing con-

pared with your security.

»adv. 1 physically in contact with and supported by 2
surface: make sure the lid is on.

m (of clothing) being worn by a person: sitring with her
coat on | get vour shoes on.
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