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116 besieger e bethel

cause worry or distress to : BESET {doubts besieged him) —— be-sieg-
ern

be.smear \bi-'smir, be-\ v¢ (bef, 12¢) : SMEAR

bessmirch \bi-'smoarch, bé-\ vz (1599) : SULLY, SOIL

bessom \'bé-zom\ #» [ME beseme, fr. OE besma; akin to OHG besmo
broom] (bef. 12¢) : BROOM 2; esp : one made of twigs

besom pocket » [origin unknown] (1966) : a pocket with a welted slit
opening

bessot \bi-'sit, bé-\ vt bessot-ted; bessotsting [be- + sot (to stultify)]
(1567) 1 :INFATUATE2 2! to make dull or stupid; esp : to muddie
with drunkenness — bes-sot-ted:ly adv

be.spat-ter \bi-'spa-tor, bé-\ v¢ (1600) : SPATTER

be-speak \bi-'spek, bé-\ v -spoke \-'spdk\; ~spo-ken \-'spo-kan\;
-speak-ing (1533) 1 : to hire, engage, or claim beforehand 2 :to
speak to esp. with formality ; ADDRESS 3 : REQUEST {~ a favory 4
a : INDICATE, SIGNIFY (her performance ~s considerable practice)
b ; to show beforehand : FORETELL

be.spec-ta-cled \bi-'spek-()ti-kald, bé-\ adj (1742) : wearing specta-
cles

be-spoke \bi-'spok, bé-\ also be:spo-ken \-'spd-ken\ adf [pp. of be-
speak] (1607) 1 a : CUSTOM-MADE {a ~ sujty b : dealing in or pro-
ducing custom-made articles 2 dial : ENGAGED

be-sprent \bi-'sprent\ adj [ME bespreynt, fr. pp. of besprengen to be-
sprinkle, fr. OE besprengan, fr. be- + sprengan to scatter; akin to OE
springan to spring] (14c) archaic @ sprinkled over

be-sprin-kle \bi-sprig-kel, bé-\ vt IME besprengeln, freq. of bespren-
gen] (15¢) : SPRINKLE

Bes.sel function \'be-sal-\ n [Friedrich W. Bessel 11846 Prussian as-
tronomer] (1872) : one of a class of transcendental functions express-
ible as infinite series and occurring in the solution of the differential
equation

&y dy
2 a a2
XTE ok X (n° - x“W
Bes.se-mer process \'be-sa-mar-\ n [Sir Henry Bessemer] (1856) & a
process of making steel from pig iron by burning out carbon and other
impurities by means of a blast of air forced through the molten metal
pest \'best\ adj, superlative of GOOD IME, fr. OE betst; akin to OE bét
remedy — more at BETTER] (bef. 12¢) 1! excelling all others {the ~
studentd 2 : most productive of good : offering or producing the
greatest advantage, utility, or satisfaction (what is the ~ thing to do)
2 3 : MOST, LARGEST (it rained for the ~ part of their vacation)
best adv, superlative of WELL (bef. 12¢) 1 : in the best way : to greatest
advantage <some things are ~ left unsaid> 2 : MOST {those ~ able
will provide needed support) — as best : as well, skillfully, or accu-
rately as <try to do it gs best you can)
3hest n, pl best (bef. 12c) 1 : the best state or part 2 : one that is best
¢the ~ falls shorty 3 : the greatest degree of good or excelience 4 a
¢ one’s maximum effort {do your ~> b i a best performance or
achievement <ran a new personal ~)> 5! best clothes {Sunday ~) —
at best : under the most favorable circumstances
4pest vr (1863) ! to get the better of : OUTDO
best verbal auxiliary (1914) : had best {you ~ listen)
best-ball \'bes(t)-1bol\ adf (1909) 1 : relating to or being a golf match
in which one player competes against the best individual score of two
or more players for each hole 2 : FOUR-BALL
best boy 1 (1937) ; the chief assistant to the gaffer in motion-picture or
television production
pest—-case \'bes(t)-*kas\ adj (1973) : being, relating to, or based on a
projection of future events that assumes only the best possible circum-
4 stances {a ~ scenarioy
besstead or be.sted \bi-'sted\ adi [ME bested, fr. be- + sted, pp. of
steden to place, fr. stede place — more at sTEAD] (14¢) archaie 1 SITU-

ATED
2ppsiead vt be-stead.ed; be.stead; be-stead.Ing [be- + stead] (1578)
1 archaic : HELP 2 archaic : to be useful to : AVAIL
bes-tial \'bes-chal, 'besh-, 'bés-, 'bésh-\ adf [ME, fr. MF, fr. L bestialls,
fr. bestia beast] (14c) 1 @ : of or relating to beasts b i resembling a
beast 2 a : lacking intelligence or reason b i marked by base or in-
human instincts or desires ! BRUTAL 8Yn see BRUTAL — bes-tlal:ize
\-cha-,liz\ vt — besstlal-ly \-cha-1&\ ady
besti-alsl-ty \,bes-ché-la-la-t&, besh-, ;béss, (bash-\ 7, pl -tles (14c) 1
: the condition or status of a lower animal 2 : display or gratification
of bestial traits or impulses 3 : sexual relations between a human be-
ing and a lower animal
bes-ti-aty \'bes-chéer-&, -,e-r&, *besh-, 'bas-, 'bésh-\ n, pl -ar-jes [ML
bestiarium, fr. L, neut. of bestigrius of beasts, fr. bestia (1840) 1:a
medieval allegorical or moralizing work on the appearance and habits
of real or imaginary animals 2 & : a collection of descriptions or rep-
resentations of real or imaginary animals b : an array of real humans
or literary characters often having symbolic significance 3 ! an un-
usual or whimsical collection <a truly astounding ~ of airplane de-
signs —Peter Garrison)
besstir \bi-lstar, bé-\ vz (14c) : to rouse to action : get going
best man » (ca. 1782) : the principal groomsman at a wedding
besstow \bi-istd, ba-\ vt [ME, fr, be- + stowe place — more at STOW]
(14c) 1 :to put to use : APPLY {~ed his spare time on study) 2:to
put in a particular or appropriate place : STOW 3 : to provide with
quarters ! PUT UP 4 ;toconvey asa gift — usu, used with on or upon
8yn see GIVE — besstoweal \-'std-ol\ 72 — be.stowser \-'st5(-a)r\ n
be.strew \bi-'stril, bé-\ v -strewed; -strewed or -strewn \-'striin\;
-strewsing (bef. 12c) 1:STREW 2 to lie scattered over
be.stride \bi-'strid, b&-\ vt -strode \-'strod\; -strid.den \-'stri-d°n\;
-strid{ing \-'stri-din\ (bef. 12¢) 1 : to ride, sit, or stand astride
: STRADDLE 2 ! to tower over : DOMINATE (the bloated bureaucracy
that ~s us all ~~Edward Ney) 3 archaic : to stride across
best sell-er \'bes(t)-'se-lor\ 7 (1889) : an article (as a book) whose sales
are among the highest of its class — best-sell-er.-dom \-dom\ # —
best-sell.ing \-'se-lin\ ad/
Thet \'bet\ » [origin unknown] (1592) 1 a : something that is laid,
staked, or pledged typically between two parties on the outcome of a
contest or a contingent issue ! WAGER — often used figuratively in
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such phrases as all bets are
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. rity among individual letters, bracketed
gui_s,,agngyb 5{ acefy] lrf"ﬂq}s‘? between light and heavy strokes
se9Bivle adi Slight conag or according to the Julian calendar
Sia Swedigh )(11(607218)1:9393)5:0 the Swedish language as exemplified in doc-

) - ut L
()“,'é“-}'étsstpnor to abPic) ¢ the first part of the Christian Bible containing

the amenhfe"Jewish canon of Scripture — see BIBLE table .
old J00ks ,‘Z‘;(‘d).'ﬁm\ adj (1824) 1 : of, relating to, or characteristic of

~time VolCP o songs) 3 : of long standing {~ residents)

*I‘g et‘%;l"_eé,-p \-'tI-mar, ~t-moar\ » (1856) 1@ : VETERAN b : OLDSTER
O ething that i old-fashioned : ANTIQUE )
old—timeY \'61(d)-"ti-mg\ agj (1850) : of a kind or style prevalent in or

reminiscent of an earlier time <~ music) o .
old Welsh 7 (1882) : the Welsh language exemplified in documents pri-
or to about 1150 — see INDO-EUROPEAN LANGUAGES table
old-wife \'51(d).,win\ 7 (1588) 1 : any of several marine fishes (as an
alewife, menhaden, or triggerfish) 2 : OLD-SQUAW
old wives’ tale » (ca. 1590) : an often traditional belief that is not
based on fact : SUPERSTITION . .
old-world \'sl(d)-'war(-a)ld\ adj (1830) : of, relating to, or characteris-
tic of the Old World; esp : having the charm or picturesque qualities of
the Old World {narrow ~ streets)

Old World 7 (ca. 1596) : the eastern hemisphere exclusive of Australia;
specif : the continent of Europe

ole \'6I\ adj [by alter.] (ca. 1832) : oLD

ole- or oleo- comb form [F olé-, oléo-, fr. L ole-, fr. oleurn — more at
o1L] : oil {oleograph)

-ole aiso -ol n_comb form [ISV, fr. L oleum] 1 : chemical compound
containing a 5-membered usu. heterocyclic ring {pyrrole} 2 :chemi-
cal compound not containing hydroxyl <eucalyptol> — esp. in names
of ethers {safrole)

olé \5-'1a\ n [Sp) (1922) : *BrRAVO

ole.ag-i-nous \,6-1é-"a-jo-nas\ adj IME, fr. MF oleagineux, fr. L ole-
agineus of an olive tree, fr. olea olive tree, fr. Gk elaia) (1634) 1 : re-
sembling or having the properties of oil * OILY; also : containing or pro-
ducing oil 2 : marked by an offensively ingratiating manner or quality
— ole-agi-nous-ly ady — ole-ag-i-nous-ness »

ole-an.der \'5-lé-,an-dor, 10-18-\ n [ML, alter. of arodandrum, loran-
drum, perh. alter. of L rhododendron — more at RHODODENDRON]
(1545) : a poisonous evergreen shrub (Nerium oleander) of the dogbane
family with clusters of fragrant white to red flowers

ole-an.do-my-.cin \10-1€-,an-do-"mi-s®n\ 1 [oleandrose, a sugar derived
from oleandrin (a glycoside contained in oleander leaves) + -o0- +
-mycin] (1956) : an antibiotic Cs5He1NO12 produced by a streptomyces
(Streptomyces antibioticus)

ole-as-ter \'6-1¢-,as-tor, ,0-16-\ 1 [ME, fr. L, fr. oleal (14¢) : any of sev-
eral plants (genus Eloeagnus of the family El ceae, the ol
family) having alternate leaves and small often fragrant flowers with
four stamens; esp : RUSSIAN OLIVE

ole-ate \'5-1&-,at\ n (ca. 1823) : a salt or ester of oleic acid

olec-ra-non \6-"le-kro~nin\ 7 INL, fr. Gk dlekranon, fr. olené elbow +
kranion skull — more at ELL, CRANIUM] (ca, 1741) : the process of the
ulna projecting behind the elbow joint

ole-fin \'6-lo-fon\ n [ISV, fr. F (gaz) oléfiant ethylene, fr. L oleum] (1860)
1: ALKENE 2 : a synthetic fiber (as polypropylene) derived from an
alkene — ole-fin.ic \,6-lo-'fi-nik\ adj

oleic_acid \6-'é-ik-, -Ma-\ 5 (1819) : a monounsaturated fatty acid
C15H340; obtained from natural fats and oils

ole-in \'5-i&-on\ 7 [F oléine, fr. L oleum] (1838) 1 : an ester of glycerol
and oleic acid 2 : the liquid portion of a fat

oleo \'6-16-,6\ x [short for oleomargarine] (1884) : MARGARINE

oleo-graph \'6-1&-o-,graf\ [ISV]1 (1873) : a chromolithograph printed
on cloth to imitate an oil painting

oleo'mar.ga-rine \16-1€-6-"mér-ja-ran, -,rén; -'mérj-ron\ #n [F oléomar-

garine, fr. olé- + margarine margarine] (1873) : MARGARINE

oleo-res.in \,6-16-6-'re-z°n\ n [ISV] (ca. 1846) 1 : a natural plant prod-
uct (as copaiba) containing chiefly essential oil and resin; esp : TUR-

PENTINE 1b 2 : a preparation consisting essentially of oil holding res-
in in solution — oleo-res-in-ous \-'re-z°n-ss, ~'rez-nos\ adj

oles.tra \6-'les-tro\ # [prob. by shortening & aiter. fr. (sucrose) polyes-

ter] (1987) : a noncaloric fat substitute consisting of a series of com-
pounds that are sucrose esters of six to ecight fatty acids resistant to ab-

sorption by the digestive system because of their large size

ole-um \'6-1&-om\ 7 [L, olive ojl — more at OIL] (ca. 1823) 1 p/ olea
\-lé-o\: 01L 2 p/oleums : a heavy oily strongly corrosive solution of
sulfur trioxide in anhydrous sulfuric acid

O level n (1949) 1 : the lowest of three levels of standardized British
examinations in a secondary school subject; also : successful comple-

tion of an O-level examination in a particular subject — called also O-

dinary level; compare A LEVEL, § LEVEL 2 a : the level of education

required to pass an O-level examination b : a course leading to an

O-level examination

ol-fac.tion \il-*fak-shan, 51-\ (ca. 1846) 1 : the sense of smell 2

: the act or process of smelling

ol-fac.tom.e-ter \sill-,fak-'td-mo-tor, ,61-\ n (1889) : an instrument for
measuring the sensitivity of the sense of smell esp. in regard to intensi-
ty, concentration, or quality of an odor

ol-fac-to-ry \il-'fak-t(a-)rs, Gl-\ adj [L olfactorius, fr. olfacere to smell,
fr. olére to smell + facere to do — more at ODOR, DO] (ca. 1658) : of or
relating to the sense of smell — olfacsto-risly \-t(a-)ra-Ié\ adv

olfactory bulb 7 (ca. 1860) : a bulbous anterior projection of the olfac-
tory lobe that is the place of termination of the olfactory nerves and is
esp. well developed in lower vertebrates (as fishes)

olfactory lobe » (ca. 1860) : an anterior projection of each cerebral
hemisphere that is continuous anteriorly with the olfactory nerve

olfactory nerve » (1670) : either of the pair of nerves that are the first
cranial nerves and that arise in the olfactory neurosensory cells of the
nasal mucous membrane and pass to the anterior part of the cerebrum

olig- or oligo- comb form [ML, fr. Gk, fr. oligos; perh. akin to Arm
atkat scant] : few oligophagous)

ol-l-garch \i-lo-,girk, 'o-\ n [Gk oligarchés, fr. olig- + -archés -arch]
(ca. 1610) : a member or supporter of an oligarchy

oki-gar-chic \d-l>-"gér-kik, ,6-\ or ol-isgar-chi-cal \-ki-kol\ adj (1586)
: of, relating to, or based on an oligarchy
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