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matyiamony \'ma-tre-ma-né\ n [ME, fr. MF matremoine, fr. L matri-
monium, fr. matr-, mater mother, matron — more at MOTHER] (14c)
: the union of man and woman, as husband and wife : MARRIAGE

matrimony vine » (ca. 1818) : a shrub or vine (genus Lycium) of the
nightshade family with often showy flowers and usu. red berries

mastrix \'m3-riks\ », pl ma-ivisces \'mi-tro-s8z, 'ma-\ or mastrix.es
\'ma-trik-soz\ [L, female animal used for breeding, parent plant, fr.
matr-, mater] (1555) 1 ¢ something within or from which something
else originates, develops, or takes form 2a:a mold from which a re-
lief surface (as a piece of ty‘fe) ismade b:DIE 3a(l) ¢:an engraved
or inscribed die or stamp  d ; an elestroformed impression of a phono-
graph record used for mass-producing duplicates of the original 3 a
: the natural material (as soil or rock) in which something (as & fossil ox
crystal) is embedded b : material in which something is enclosed or
embedded (as for protection or study) 4 a: the interceliular substance
in which tissue cells (as of connecfive tissue) are embedded b : the
thickened epithelium at the base of a fingernail or toenail from which
new nail substance develops 5 a : a rectangular array of mathematical
elements (as the coefficients of simultaneous linear equations) that can
be combined to form sums and products with similar arrays having an
appropriate number of rows and columns b something resembling a
mathematical matrix esp. in rectangular arrangement of elements into
rows and columns ¢ : an array of circuit elements (as diodes and tran-
sistors) for performing a specific function 6 : a main clause that con-
tains 2 subordinate clause

matron \'mi-tron\ n [ME matrone, fr. MF, fr. L matrona, fr. maty-
mater] (14c) 1a: a married woman usu. marked by dignified maturity
or social distinction b : a woman who supervises women or children
(as in 2 school or police station) ¢ : the chief officer in a wormen's or-
ganization 2 : a female animal kept for breeding

madtron.ly \'mié-tron-18\ adf (1656) : having the character of or suitable
to a matron

matron of honor (1903) ; a bride’s principal married wedding attendant

matronymde \jma-trani-mik\ # {matr- + -onymic (as in patronymic)]
(1794) : a name derived from that of the mother or a maternal ancestor

'matte or matt \'mat\ var of *MAT

Ymatte also matt \'mat\ adj [F mat, fr. OF, faded, defeated] (ca. 1648)
s lacking or deprived of luster or gloss: as a : having a usu, smooth.
even surface free from shine or highlights {~ metals) {a ~ finish) b
: having a rough or grapular surface

Smatte \Fmat\ 7 [F, fr. MF, crude metal, curdled milk, fr. fem. of mat
thick, dull, matte] (1839) 1 : a crude mixture of sulfides formed in
smelting sulfide ores of metals (as copper, lead, or nickel) 2 : a2
motion-picture effect in which part of a scene is bfocked out and later
;‘ep%aced by footage containing other material (as a background paint-
ng ) ’

imatiter \'ma-tor\ # [ME matere, fr. OF, fr. L materia matter, physical
substance, fr. mater] (13c) 1a: a subject under consideration b:a
subject of disagreement or litigation < pl : the events or circumstances
of a patticular situation d : the subject or substance of a discourse or
writiig e : something of an indicated kind or baving to do with an in-
dicated field or situation {this is a serious ~) {as a ~ of policy) {~s
of faithy f : something to be proved inlaw g obs ; sensible or serious
material as distinguished from nonsense or drollery h (J) 0bs : REA-
SON, CAUSE (2) : a source esp. of feeling or emotion i : PROBLEM,
DIFFICULTY 2 a : the substance of which a physical object is com-
posed b : material substance that occupies space, has mass, and is
composed predominantly of atoms consisting of protons, neutrons, and
electrons, that constitutes the observable universe, and that is intercon-
vertible with energy ¢ : a material substanceé of a particular kind or
for a particular purpose {vegetable ~2y d (1) : material (as feces or
urine) discharged from the living body (2): material discharged by
suppuration ; PUS 3 a : the indeterminate subject of reality; esp : the
element in the universe that undergoes formation and alteration b
: the formless substratum of all things which exists only potentially and
upon which form acts to produce realities 4 : a more or less definite
amount or quantity {cooks in a ~ of minutes) 5 : something written
orprinted 6 : MAIL 7 Christian Science 1 the illusion that the objects
perceived by the physical senses bave the reality of substance — for
that matter : so far as that is concerned — no matter : without regard
to : irrespective of {points in the same direction no matter how it is tilt-
ed) — the matter : WRONG {nothing’s the matter with me)

Zmatter vi (1530) 1 : to form or discharge pus : SUPPURATE {ving
wound) 2: to be of importance : SIGNIFY

matter of course (1739) : something that is to be expected as a natural
or logical consequence

matder—of-fact \;ma-te-ra(v)-"fakt\ adf (1712) : adhering to the unem-
bellished facts; also : being plain, straightforward, or unemotional —
ma{-ter—of-—fact-ly \*fak(f)-18\ adv — mat-ter—of-fact-ness \Hfak(t)-
nes\ n

mat-tery \'ma-to-ré\ adj (14c) : producing or containing pus or material
resembling pus {eyes all ~>

Matthe.an or Viat-thaesan \ma-'thé-on, me-\ adj [LL Manthaeus]
(1897) : of, relating to, or characteristic of the evangelist Matthew or
the gospel ascribed to him

Mat-thew \'ma-()thyi: also ~(,)thii\ » [F Mathiey, fr. LL Matthaeus, It
Gk Matthaios, fr. Heb Mattithyah} 1: an apostle traditionally identi-

" fied as the author of the first Gospel in the New Testament 2 : the first
Gospel in the New Testament — see BIBLE table

:maiz'glug \'gxa-tin\ n Sca} 1847) 1:material for mats 2 : MATS

L Beramtl F1CRAY 4 A Anll Incterlace anrfans fac on

matrimony e maxillae

¥

mat-wra-dion \;mma-che-'ri-shen\ 7 (1541) 1a : the process of
ing mature b : the emergence of personal and behavioral chg, cc0
tics through growth processes ¢ : the final stages of diffemm{actex
cells, tissues, or organs 2 a : the entire process by which dip[oiaék’“
cytes are transformed into haploid gametes that includes bog, , 8%
and physiclogical and structural changes b : SPERMIoggNmelc
mat-u-rastionsal \-shnsl, -she-n°\ ad/ Bty

Ymadture \mo-tir, tyur also -'chir\ adj ma-tur-er; -est
maturus ripe; akin to L mare in the morning, manus good) (1'.&
: based on slow careful consideration {a ~ judgment> 2 a (), gc)
completed natural growth and development : RIPE  (2) : havipy 2y
gone maturation b': having attained a final or desired state ,\,u“.‘
¢ : having achieved a low but stable growth rate {paper is g ~i t
try> 3a:of or relating to a condition of full development . ¢h
teristic of or suitable to a mature individual {~ outlook) 4; g
payment ¢a ~ loan) 5 ; belonging to the middle portion of 5 c;’i
erosion — masturely adv el

matore vb mastured; ma-tuxsing ¥ (15¢) : to bring to mapy;
3ompletion ~vi 11 tobecome fully developed orripe 2:to becti

ue

mastueristy \mo-'tir-o-t€, -*tyir- also ~*chir-\n (15¢) 1:the Qualiy
state of being mature; esp : full development 2 : termination of the
riod that an obligation has to run

martu-ti-nal \jma-chi-*ti-n®l; mo-‘tit-nal, ~tyiit-, tU-*n-ol, Mygy
[LL matutinalis, fr. L matutinus — more at MATINEE] (ca, 165
relating to, or occurring in the morning : BARLY — mastustimal, v

mat-zo or matzoh \'mit-so alse -(;)s6\ r, pl mat-zoth \-sat, A

i _s6s\ or mat-zos or mat-zohs \-saz, -sas also ~s62\ [Yiddish maty,

Heb magsdh] (ca. 1846) 1 : unleavened bread caten esp, at the }
over 2 ta wafer of matzo
matzo ball n (1952) : 2 small ball-shaped dumpling made from 1

meal

maudslin \'mod-lon\ adj [alter. of Mary Magdalene; fr. her depictic
a weeping penitent] (1509) 1:drunk enough to be emotionally sijj
: weakly and effusively sentimental

mavsgte \'md-gar\ preip [MBE, fr. MF maugré, fr. maugré displeasyr
mau, mal evil + gré pleasure] (13c) archaic ¢ in spite of

tmaul \'mal\ n [ME malle mace, maul, fr. OF mail, fr. L malleys;
to OCS mlatit hammer, L molere to grind — more at MEAL] (13
heavy often wooden-headed hammer used esp. for driving wedges;
+ a tool like a sledgehammer with one wedge-shaped end that is us-
split wood

2maul v (13c) 1:BEAT, BRUISE 2 :MANGLE 1 3: to handle roa
— yavd-er # .

maulstick \'mol-stik\ # [part trans. of D maalstok, fr. obs. D mal |

aint + D stok stick, stock] (ca. 1658) : a stick used by painters as:
‘or the hand while working .

mau—mau \'mat-man\ v» mau-maved; mau-man-ng offer cap
Ms {Mau Mau, anti-European secret society in colonial Keny
(1970) : to intimidate (as an official) by hostile confrontation or th
~ vi $ to engage in mau-mauing someone

praun \'mén, 'man, mon\ verbal auxiliary [ME man, fr. ON, px
munu shall, will; akin to OF gemynd mind ~ more at MIND]
chiefly Scot : MUST .

maun-der \'mon-dor, 'min-\ vi maun.dered; maup-der-ing \-d(
[prob. imit.} (1621) 1 dial Brit : GRUMBLE 2 s to wander slowl
idly 3 : to speak indistinctly or disconnectedly — maun.der-er"

ar\n

Maun.dy Thursday \'moén-dé-, *min-\ n [ME maunde ceremo
washing the feet of the poor on Maundy Thursday, fr, OF mandé
mandatum command; {r. Jesus' words in John 13:34 — me
MANDATE] (15¢) : the Thursddy before Easter observed in comit
ration of the institution of the Bucharist

mauwsso-lesum \;mo-so-"18-am, ,mo-za-\ rlz\zpl ~leumss or -lea \-'[é-a\
fr. L, fr. Gk mausdlelon, fr. Mausdlos Mauselus tab 353 B.C., 14
Caria] (15¢c) 1:alarge tomb; esp : a usu. stone building with plac
entombment of the dead above ground 2 : a large gloomy build
room

mauve \'mov, 'mdv\ # [F, mallow, fr. L malva] (1859) 1a:amof
purple, violet, or lilac color b : a strong purple 2 : a dyestul
produces a mauve color ~— mauve adj

masven or ma-vin \\ma-ven\ n [Yiddish meyvn, fr. LHeb mébhit
1952) : gne who is experlenced or knowledgeable : EXPERI
: FREAX, '

tmav-erdck \'mav-rik, ‘ma-vs-\ n [Samuel A. Maverick 11870 An
neer who did not brand his calves] (1867) 1: an unbranded rang
mal; esp : a motherless calf 2:an independent individual wiy
not go along with a group or party

*maverick adi (1886) : characteristic of, suggestive of, or inclinec
a maverick :

masvis \'ma-vos\ n [ME, fr. MF mauvis] (14c) : SONG THRUSH

masvour-neen \ma-*vir-nén\ # [Ir mo mhuirnin) (1800) Irish :

ling

maw \'md\ » [ME, fr. OF maga; akin to OHG mago stomach, Li
kas purse] (bef. 12c) 1: the receptacle into which food is tal
swallowing: =a : STOMACH b:cror 2 a: the throal, gullet, ¢
esp. of a voracious animal b : something suggestive of a gaping

mawksish \'mo-kish\ adi [ME mawke maggot, fr. ON mathkr ~
at MAGGOT] (ca., 1697) 1 : having an insipid often unpleasant ¢
s sickly or puerilely sentimental — maw leishely ady — man
nessk
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Ighroud \'shraiud, esp Southern 'srand\ »

‘screens, or guards: as  a : one of two flanges

2shroud vt (14c) 1a archaic : to cover for pro-

shrink ¢ shuttie

painful or horrible) {shrank from the challenge) ~ vI : to cause to con-

fract or shrink; specif : to compact (cloth) by causing to contract when

subjected to washing, boiling, steaming, or other processes syn see

col\iz;ﬁacr, RECON., - shrinkeable \'shrin-ks-bsl, 'srip-\ edj ~—
er n

shrink.
2ghrink 2 (1590) 1 : the act of shrinking 2 : SHRINKAGE 3 [short for

headshrinker] | a clinical psychiatrist or psychologist {regaling us with
all the stories he never told his ~ —Rolling Stone

shrinke.age \'shrig-klj, esp Southern *srin-\ n (1800) 1: the act or pro-

cess of shrinking 2 : the loss in weight of livestock during shipment
and in the process of preparing the meat for consumption 3 : the
amount lost by shrinkage

shrinking violet 1 (1915) : a bashful or retiring person
shrink-wrap \'shrink-,rap, esp Southern "srink-\ v¢ (1966) : to wrap (25 2

book or meat) in tough clear plastic film that is then shrunk (as by

heating) to form a tightly fitting package — shrink—wrap »

shrive \ishriv, esp Southern 'siiv\ vb shrived or shrove \'shrov, 'sféjv\;

shriveen \'shri-von, *sxi-\ or shrived; shriveing [ME, fr. OE scrifan to
shrive, prescribe (akin to OHG scriban to write), fr. L scribere to write
—— more at SCRIBE] vt (bef, 12¢} 1: to administer the sacrament of rec-
onciliation to 2 3 to free from guilt ~~ vi, archaic : to confess one’s sins
esp. to a priest

shriv-el \ishri-vel, esp Sowthern ‘svi-\ vb -eled or -elled; -el-ing or -el-

ling \'shri-val-in, 'sri~ ‘shriv-lip, ‘sciv-\ [origin unknown] vi (1588) 1
: to draw into wrinkles esp. with a loss of moisture 2 a : to become re-
duced to inanition, helplessness, or inefficiency b : DWINDLE ~~ v : to
cause to shrivel

shroff \'shrif, 'shrof, esp Southern 'seif, 'stof\ n [Hindi Sardf, fr. Ax

sarrdf] (1618) : a banker or money changer in the Far East; esp : one
who tesis and evaluates coin

Shrop-shire \'shrip-~gshir, -shor, esp US ~shir, esp Southern "stép-\ n

IShropshire, England] (1803) : any of a breed of dark-faced hornless
sheep of English origin that are raised for both mutton and wool

garment, fr. OB scritd; akin to OE scréade shred
~ more at SHRED] (14c) 1 obs : SHELTER,
PROTECTION 2 something that covers,

that give %eripheral support to turbine or fan
bedding : a usu, fiberglass guard that pro-
tects a spacecraft from the heat of launching 3
: burial garment ;: WINDING-SHEET, CEREMBENT
4 a : one of the ropes leading usu. in pairs from
a ship’s mastheads to give lateral support to the
masts b : one of the cords that suspend the
harness of a parachute from the canopy

tection b obs: CONCEAL 2 a'!to cut off from
view : OBSCURE {trees ~ed by a heavy fog) b
: to veil under another appearance (as by ob-
scuring or disguising) {~ed the decision in a
sialriﬁs of formalitiesy 3 : to dress for burial ~ vi, archale : to seek
shelter

1 shroud 4a

- Shrovestide \'shrov-tid, esp Southern *stov-\ n [ME schroftide, fr.

D
A

2shrub n [Ar shardb beverage] (ca. 1706)

Ishrag \'shrag, esp Southern ‘srop\ vb S

shtic

*shuck vz (1772) 1

schraf- (fr. shriver to shrive) + tide] (15¢) : the perfod usu. of three days

immediately preceding Ash Wednesday

Shrove Tuesday \'shrov-, esp Southern ‘stov-\ v [ME schroftewesday, fx:.” )

schraf- (as in schroftide) + tewesday Tuesday] (15¢) : the Tuesday before
Ash Wednesday

’shrub \'shrab, Ir—ilsp Southern ‘srob\ n [ME schrobbe, fr. OE sct:;;bb brush-
o

wood; akin to Norw skrubbebzr a cornel of a dwarf species] (bef. 12c)
: & low usu, several-stemmed woody plant

1 : an aged blend of fruit
juice, sugar, and spirits served chilled and diluted with water 2:abev-
erage made by adding acidulated fruit juice to iced water

shrubsbery \'shra-b(s-)ré, esp Southern ‘sva-\ n, pl -berjes (1748) : a

lanting or growth of shrubs

shrub-by V'shro-bg, esp Southern ‘sro-\ adi shrub-bi-er; ~est (1540) 1

: consisting of or covered with shrubs 2 : resembling a shrub

: : gged; shrug.ging [ME
schruggen) vi (14¢) : to raise or draw in the shoulders esp, to express
aloofness, indifference, or uncertainty ~ ¥ : to lift or contract (the
shoulders) esp. to express aloofness, indifference, or uncertainty

shrag n (1594) 1 : an act of shrugging 2 : 2 woman’s small waists

length or shorter jacket

shrag off v (1904) 1: to brush aside : MINIMIZE {shrugs aff the prob-

lem)> 2 s to shake off {shrugging off sleep) 3 : to remove (a garment)
by wriggling out

shtet] also shtetel \'shte-t?], 'shtd-\ », p/ shtetlach \'shtet- ik, 'shtat-\
g

also shtetels [Yiddish shtet], fr. MHG stetel, dim. of stat place, town,
city, fr. OHG, place — more at STRAD] (1949) : a small Jewish town or
villaﬁe formerly found in Eastern Europe

also shtik \'shtik\ » [Yiddish shzik pranks, lit., piece, fr. MHG
stlicke, fr, OHG stuclki; akin to OE stycce piece, OHG stoe stick — more
at STOCK] (1959) 1: a show-business routine, gimmick, or gag : BIT 2
: one's special trait, interest, or activity : BAG <he’s alive and well and
now doing his ~ out in Hollywood —Robert Daley)

'shuck \'shsk\ » Jorigin unknown] (ca. 1674) 1: SHELL, HUSK: as a

: the outer covering of a nut or of Indian corn b : the shell of an oyster

or clam 2 : something of little value — usu. used in pl. often interjec-

tionally {not worth ~sp (~vs, it was nothing)

s ta strip of shucks 2 a : to peel off (as clothing) —
" !

Aftan sinne s st dave noida o Aften nesd with nff Fhad hahife
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rove (as the feet) by sliding along ar back and forth withoyt
: to perform (as a dance) with a dragging, sliding step ~ 7 §, {ting
into or out of trickily {shuffled out of the difficultyy 2., to Work
speak in a shifty or evasive manner 3-a : t0 move or walk fp , S5t Or
dragging manner without lifting the feet b:todanceina) i
lant manner with sliding and tapping motions of the feet ¢, onch,.
in a perfunctory or clumsy manner 4 : to mix Playing CXeoue
counters by shuffling — shuffler \-f(e-)lor\ n Cards o
*shaffle n (1628) 1 an evasion of the issue : EQUIVocaTioy
act of shuffling (as of cards) b : aright or turn to shufile {was 8 1apn
ed that it was his ~> ¢ : JUMBLE Clost in the ~ of papersy "ooind:
dragging sliding movement; specif': a sliding or scraping step iy, d Y
b r'a dance characterized by such a step ancing
shuf.fle-board \'sho-fal-bord, -bord\ r [alter. of obs. E shoy,.
(1836) 1: a game in which players use long-handled cues 1 02l
disks into scoring areas of a diagram marked on a smooth surt shove
; a diagram on which shuffleboard is played ace
shul \'shail\ » [Yiddish, schaol, synagogue, fr. MHG schuo! soh 1
1874) : SYNAGOGUE . ol] (ca,
shun \'shon\ vt shunned; shen-ning [ME shunnen, fr. OB Scunian]
12c) : to avoid deliberately and esp. habitually syn see pg CAp(bef'
S Mishanpilc\ 7 (1862) : a side road used S
shun.pike \'shon-pik\ n + a side road used 10 avoid t
the speed and traffic of a superhighway — shun.pik.ex \_2,?_{3{!\0“ ar
shun«pikeing \-kip\ » "
ishuot \'shent\ vb [ME, to flinch] v (13c) 1a: to.turn off to gpe g
+ SHYET {was ~ed asidey b : to switch (as a train) from one traclsclde
another 2 : to provide with or divert by means of an electrica) g o
3 : to divert (blood) from one part to another by a surgical shunium
: SHUTTLR {~ved the missiles from shelter to shelter) ~vi 1:1oy, 4
to the side 2 : to travel back and forth {~~ed between the two mwove
— shunteer n ns)
*shunt 7 (ca. 1859) 1: a means or mechanism for turning or thrusy
aside: as  a chiefly Brit : arailroad switch b:a conductor joining “3
points in an electrical circuit so as to form a parallel or alternative patﬁ
through which 2 portion of the current may pass (as for regulating the
amount passing in the main circuit) ¢ : a surgical passage created be.
tween two blood vessels to divert blood from one part to another 3
: an accldent (as a collision between two cars) esp. in auto racing
shush \'shash, shash\ v [imit.] (1925) : to urge to be quiet : gUsy —

shush n

Ishuat \'shot\ vb shut; shut.ting [ME shutten, fr. OE scyttan; akin to MD
schutten to shut in, OE sc@otan to shoot — more at SHOOT! v (bef, 13¢)
1a: to move into position to close an opening {(~ the lid) b topre-
vent entrance to of passage to or from 2 : to confine by.or as{f by en-
closure {~ herself in her study) 3 : to fasten with a lock or bolt 4
. to close by bringing enclosing or covering parts together ¢~ the
eyes> 5 :to cause to cease or suspend an operation or activity — of.
ten used with down ~ vi 11 to close itself or become closed {flowers
that ~ at night)> 2 : to cease or suspend an operation or activity — of-
ten used with down

Ishut adf (15¢) 1: closed, fastened, or folded together 2: RiD, CLEAR,
FREE — usu, used with of

3shut 72 (1667) : the act of shutting

shut-down \'shot-,datin\ » (1888} : the cessation or suspenston of an op-
cration or activity

shut down vi (1779) : to settle so as to obscure vision : CLOSE IN {the
night shutt down early)

shute var of CHUTE

shut-eye Vishot-1\ # (1899) : SLEEP (get some ~)

ishut-in \'shot-in\ 2 (1903) 1:an invalid confined to home, a room, o
bed 2 : a narrow gorge-shaped part of an otherwise wide valley 3
; available oil or gas which is not being produced from an existing well

2ghut~in \'shat-"in\ adi (1909) 1 : confined to one's home or an institu-
tion by illness or incapacity 2 a : SECRETIVE, BROODING (a bitter, ~
face —Claudia Cassidy) b : tending to avoid social contact : WITH-
DRAWN {the ~ personality type —S. K. Weinberg) .

shut in v (146) 1 : CONEINE, ENCLOSE 2 : to prevent production of
g)il or fgas) by closing down a well

shutoff \'shot-,0f\ n (1869) 1: something (as a valve) that shuts off 2
: STOPPAGE, INTERRUPTION

shut off v (1824) 1a: to cut off (as flow or passage) : STOP {shuls off
the oxygen supply) b : to stop the operation of (as 2 m_achlne) shut
the motor of> 2 : to close off : SEPARATE — usu, used with from shut
off from the rest of the world) ~ Vi : to cease operating : STOP {shuts
off automaticallyy .

shut-out \'shat-att\ n (1889) 1 : a game or contest in which one side
fails to score 2 : a preemptive bid in bridge

shuf out vt (14c) 1:EXCLUDE 2 :to prevent (an opponent) {rom scor-
ing in a game or contest 3 : to forestall the bidding of (bridge oppo-
nents) by making a high or preemptive bid

tshut.ter \'sho-tor\ n (1542) 1 : one that shuts 2 : a usu. movable
cover or screen for a window or door 3 : 2 mechanical device that lim-
its the passage of light; esp : a camera attachment that exposes the film
or plate by opening and closing an aperture 41 the movable louversin
a pipe organ by which the swell box is opened — shut-ter-less \las\

@ . L
2shutter vt (1826) 1: to close by or as if by shutters 2 : to furnish with
Seabetor bug \isha-tor-bog) 7 (1940) 2 ph hy enthusiast
shut-ter-bug \'sha-ter-bag\ n : a photography enthusi
Ishutstle \'sho-t°I\ n [NiE shittle, prob. fr. OF scytel bar, bolt; akin 0 OI:
skuetill bolt, OE scéotan to shoot — more at sHOOT] (14c) 1a:a devtfi
need in weaving for nassing the thread of the weft between the threads

Lo
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