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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention provides a system for data access in a packet-
switcbed network, including a sender/computer including an
operating unit, a first memory, a permanent storage memory
and a processor and a remote receiver/computer including an
operating unit, a first memory, a permanent storage memory
and a processor, the sender/computer and the receiver/
computer communicating through the network; the sender/
computer furtber including device for calculating digital
digests on data; the receiver/computer furtber including a
network cache memory and device for calculating digital
digests on data in the network cacbe memory; and tbe
receiver/computer and/or the sender/computer including
device for comparison between digital digests. The inven-
tion also provides a method and apparatus for increased data
access in a packet-switched network.

34 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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