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(57) ABSTRACT 

A combined configuration rules-attribute configuration sys
tem uses an integrated configuration model to efficiently 
identify and attribute prioritize valid configuration answers. 
Submitting an attribute-based configuration query to the 
combined configuration rules-attribute configuration system 
allows the query to be answered in a single step. The com
bined configuration rules and attribute data guide product 
configuration processing and minimize configuration pro
cessing by, for example, calculating only the valid configu
ration answers that are candidates for the preferred valid 
answer(s). Thus, the combined configuration rules-attribute 
configuration system can minimize the number of valid con
figuration answers to be considered for presentation to a 
client system or other user of the combined configuration 
rules-attribute configuration system. 
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Configuration rules are manipulated to 

form a configuration model that is / capable of answering configuration 

402 

questions 

Interrogate configuration model to 

provide a set of valid answers to a ___/ 404 

particular configuration query 

Apply attributes from an attribute 

information model to the valid answers 

to order to associate each valid answer ___/ 406 

with the attributes that apply to it, 

which associates a weight to each 

valid answer. 

Use a preference algorithm to select 

___/ the preferred answer given the 
408 

weighted valid answers. 
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