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• ss 
Wrox Professional Guides are a one-to-one 
session with experienced developers who 
want to share their hard won knowledge with 
you. These books are a digest of techniques 
and methods that have been proven in the 
field. You will gain a clear understanding of 
the technology by seeing practical examples 
built for bullet-proof operation. You will be 
able to extend and customize the knowledge 
in this book, giving you a smooth path to 
great programming. 

The Wrox Philosophy 
Our aim is to make you successful by sharing 
with you the knowledge of experienced 
programmers at every stage in your career. 

Build your Visual Basic career 
with Wrox 

Professional 
ASP 

Techniques 
for 

Webmasters 

ASP 
Programmer's 

Reference 

Instant 
VBScript 

Professional 
MTSMSMQ 

with VB 
and ASP 

Beginning 
ASP 2.0 

Professional 
ADO RDS 
with ASP 

AD02.0 
Programmer's 

llelarenc:e 

lnslonl 
Java Script 

Source code and support for this book 
available on our web sites at 

hHp://www.wrox.com/ 
hHp://www.wrox.co.uk/ 

Active Server Pages 2.0 is the latest update to Microsoft's server
based technology which comes free as part of both liS 4.0 and 
Personal Web Server 4.0. It is designed to create dynamically 
generated HTML pages for a World Wide Web site or corporate 
intranet. It's just part of an all-encompassing concept called the 
Active Server environment, which has been developed along with 
Microsoft Windows NT Server, and Microsoft Internet Information 
Server (liS). In this book we show you how Active Server Pages fits 
into the grand scheme of things, and how you can use it to build 
really great web sites and intranet applications. 

Anybody and everybody who has responsibility for planning, 
building, or maintaining a web site--on the Internet or a company 
intranet-will find this book invaluable. This book updates and 
expands the knowledge of programmers with an existing knowledge 
of ASP 1.0, and allows anyone with knowledge and experience of 
VBScript or JavaScript and the Internet to learn this exciting server 
side web technology. 

What does this book cover? 
• Discovering what Active Server Pages (ASP) is, and what it can do 

• Mastering ASP programming with VBScript and JavaScript 
• Using Active Server Components to make ASP programming easier 
• Using the ActiveX Data Objects technology for database access 
• Understanding client-server programming on the Web 
• Building your own Active Server Components to enhance and 

expand your applications 
• Understanding the risks you face on the Internet and learning how 

to protect your site 
• Case studies (with source code) of real-world applications, showing 

advanced techniques 
• A comprehensive, easy look-up, reference section covering all the 

topics in the book 
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Professional Active Server Pages 2.0 

© 1998 Wrox Press 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any 
form or by any means-electronic, electrostatic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the 
prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or 
reviews. 

The author and publisher have made every effort in the preparation of this book to ensure the accuracy of the 
information. However, the information contained in this book is sold without warranty, either express or 
implied. Neither the author, Wrox Press nor its dealers or distributors will be held liable for any damages 
caused or alleged to be caused either directly or indirectly by this book. 

wrox 
Published by Wrox Press Ltd, 

Arden House, 1102 Warwick Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham B27 6BH, UK. 
Printed in Canada 

10 11 12 13 14 TRI 03 02 01 00 99 

ISBN 1 - 861001 - 26 - 6 
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An Introduction to 
Active Server Pages 

A tive Server Pages is the latest server-based technology from Microsoft, designed to create interactive 
H~ML pages for a World Wide Web Site, or corporate intranet. It is just part of an all encompassing 
oncept called the Active Platform which has been developed along with Microsoft Windows NT Server, 
~d Microsoft Internet Information Server (liS}. In this book, we start by focusing on what the Active 
Platform is and how the various technologies such as liS 4.0, ASP and MTS (Microsoft Transaction Server) 
fit together. We also look at how you can get hold of ASP, and how to install it together with liS 4.0 or 
Personal Web Server 4.0. Then we'll show how Active Server Pages fits into· the grand scheme of things, 
how it has improved in version 2.0 and how you can use it to build really great Web sites and intranet 
applications. 

Who is this Book for? 
This is a Wrox 'Professional' series book, so we won't be wasting your time by trying to teach you 
everything from scratch. We appreciate that most, if not all, of the web page authors and developers who 
take up Active Server Pages will be reasonably familiar with ordinary HTML, basic scripting concepts, and 
the simple constructs of the two main scripting languages, VB Script and JavaScript. So, we're assuming that 
you will know about these basic concepts, and that we won't need to waste time and space by going over 
them. If you need a quick refresher on either scripting language, you'll be able to find comprehensive 
references at the back of this book. If you're already familiar with Active Server Pages and want a guide 
that concentrates on the new features of version 2.0, you won't be disappointed, as there are several 
chapters devoted to things that weren't possible in liS 3.0. 

Like all Wrox books, this one is written by programmers, for programmers. It's full of practical techniques 
that you can use to develop your own code. There are also plenty of solid code examples, case studies that 
produce real, practical, applications, and reference material both throughout and at the end of the book. 
This means that you can use it as a primer to learn the new techniques, and as a reference for the future
as you develop your skills and your Web sites, you can keep coming back to learn more. 

What do I need to use this book? 
Most importantly you'll need a copy of Active Server Pages and a web server for your platform (which 
must be either Windows 95 or NT 4.0}. You'll also need a browser (preferably Internet Explorer 4} and a 
web page or text editor such as FrontPage 98 or Notepad. 

Both Active Server Pages and a web server for either NT 4.0 or Windows 95 are available as part of the 
NT 4.0 Option Pack which is freely downloadable from Microsoft at 
http://www.microsoft.com/nt s e rver/guide / whatisntop. a s p 
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