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United States Patent [19] [11] Patent Number: 5,790,423 
Lau et a]. [45] Date of Patent: Aug. 4, 1998 

[54] INTERACTIVE AUDIO TRANSMISSION OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVING AND PLAYBACK SYSTEM Popular Mechanics. “Read Me A Story". Feb. 1995. 

[75] Inventors: Edwin L La“. San Jose_ Calif’; Donald 76 PC Today. PC Tomorrow “BC Listening Up”. Jan. 1995. 
K Kam Montclair NJ_ 44 Popular Science. Cable TV. “The Captive Audience 

‘ Network”. Feb. 1995. 

[73] Assignee: Audible, 1116.. Wayne. NJ. Inform?on Highway Media Corp-- “Silicon vall?y Stan-up 
to Create New On-ramp . . . ”. Nathan Schuhof. Inform. 

[21] APPL No; 490,537 Highway Media Corp. or David Politis. Politis & Assoc. 3 
pages. 

[22] Filed: Jun. 14, 1995 Information Highway Media Corp.. “Inform. Highway 
Corp. Retains Von Gehr Int’l As Investment Banker”. Oct. 

6 . 
[51] Int. Cl. .............................. .. H04H 1/00, H04N 7/14 13‘ 1994. Nathan schulof‘lnformi Media Highway Corp. or 
[s2] U.S.Cl. 364/514 R;348/7;348/10; Jim Kochmm 

348/123 455/42; 455/51; 455/63 IEEE Communications Magazine. May 1994. “Interactive 
[58] Field of Search .................................. .. 348/7. 10. 12. Video On D¢m3nd"_ Daniel Dcloddcr¢_ W?lcm Verbics[_ 

348/13; 455/42. 5.1. 6.2. 6.3.3.1; 364/514; Henri vErhiug 
358/335; 360/7 3-14~ 72-3~ 74~2~ 132; 379/38~ IEEE Communications Magazine. May 1994. Baseband and 

89; 395/428; 369/60~ 69~ 75-1~ 76~ 272~ Passband Transport Systems for Interactive Video Services. 
273~ 274» 288 J. Richard Jones. 

[56] References Cited Primary Examiner—Douglas W. Olms 
Assistant Examiner-Matthew C. Phillips 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS Attorney, Agent, or Firm-Blakely. Sokoloff. Taylor & 

3,763,330 10/1973 Fulwiler .................................. .. 360/94 n 

4,266,243 5/1981 Shuttedy .... .. 353/121 [57] ABSTRACT 
4,393,277 7/1983 179f2A 
4,455,651 5/1984 370/104 The present invention includes a system for transmitting. 
4,473,824 9/1984 IMO/825.27 receiving. storing and replaying a user selected program. 
4,499,568 2/1985 ........ .. 369/30 which has a service center including an electronic user 
4,682,368 7/1987 .... -. 455/38 accessible interface and an electronically stored library of 
4,693,776 10/1987 395/241 user selectable programs. It includes a base unit having an 
4,725,977 2/1933 364/900 electronic interface that is electronically interconnectable 
4,772,373 9/1983 395/21 with the service center's user interface to receive the user 
4,788,543 11/1983 340/335-44 selected programs. and an output port that interconnects the 
4’78‘8’675 11/1988 ' " base unit with a cassette. 
4,851,931 7/1989 .. 

" gags/21(1) The cassette includes a data input port for the reception of 
5’042’07O 8/1991 - 381/5‘9 electronic data representing the selected programs from the 
5,055,947 10/1991 Satoh ...................................... .. 360/62 base um,‘ °“'P“‘ Pm- and “Emory 99mg‘: ‘0 9°“: ‘he 

electromc data. The cassette is msertable mm and intercon 
(List continued on next page.) nectable with electromechanical components of a standard 

magnetic tape audio cassette player whereby the stored 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS program selections are transmitted from the cassette to the 

0128093 5/1954 European Pat. 01f. ....... .. H04N 7/08 aud‘" cassette Player f°r bmdcastmg' 

2651352 8/1989 France ............. .. .. 

8704309 7/1987 WIPO ............................ .. H04B 7/00 33 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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US. PATENT DOCUMENTS 5,359,698 10/1994 
5,371,532 12/1994 

Warren et a1. .......................... on 5,099,422 3/1992 Foresman, et al. 364/401 {426690 5/1995 

5,132,992 7/1992 Yurt ............. .. .. 375/122 5’440'336 8/1995 
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