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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and system for providing access to multimedia
content on-line which is updated virtually simultaneously
with the vendor’s update process. By a user accessing a page
on the World Wide Web, for example, data (encrypted and
unencrypted) and instructions are automatically downloaded
to a user’s computer system for quick access. Depending
upon the user’s computer system (LAN or a stand-alone
personal computer), “applets” containing data and instruc-
tions are stored for immediate access. In a Karaoke appli-
cation of this invention, where the user desires to access
songs which are most popular at a given time, the user
accesses a page where a song list and other information is
displayed on a display apparatus. When the user clicks on a
particular song of the song list, the applet executes an
authentication request. If the user is authenticated, the
authentication is downloaded as part of the applet containing
the desired multimedia content (or separately depending
upon the circumstances). According to this invention, an
applet includes multimedia elements which further include
timing codes and a synchronization function which provides
for the synchronization of the delivery of the multimedia
elements.

45 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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