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SONGWRITER'S
HANDY GUIDE

SELLING YOUR SONGS — Part 3

A course in three books for Songwriters:
Melody Writing. Lyric Writing and Selling
Your Songs. A practical, fact-filled series that
will cid the amateur and the professional

songwriter, (Aifred|
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PERFORMANCE RIGHTS

Maoney pad to songwrnitersand publshers for rae
and televison perfonmanves come from the per-
forming nghts onppamzabions. ASCAP, BM1 and
SESAC. ASCAPR 1 Vnerican S sed wf Cunyprowery
Authors aod Poubfidon was Toupded in 1914, and
1 the oldest of the orgamizations. B owas oroanally
contralled by writers and publshers of standands,
operettas amd Broasdway shows. In those days
ASCAP frowned on blues and country musie
ASCAP 5 paid a percentage of the gross mcame of
radio stabions, n 1940, ASCAP sought o rate in-
crease. The brosdeasters retalialed by founding
BMU (Beoadvast Music e, opentag the doors 1o
country and bloes writers. When rock and 1ol be
came important an Ui middle SDs BMI spear
headed rock and muany ol the imporant pop
wnters were UM members, BME s still awned by
the broadoasters, although s not a profst-making
organization. SESAC (Seciety of Eurepean Stage,
Authors and Composerar was founded im 193] and
15 2 privalely owned, profil-amaking organization,
Today all of the perfarning aehts socehes cheer-
fully accept writers of any style of musge

Fach of the performing rights societes operates
in a different way. ASCAP charges 310 member-
ship ducs. 11 employs prople who travel trom one
city to another, tape recording rudio programs, and
taking them back to Mew York Cuty for ma%ycaa
with the help ol & massive tune index. BMI oy
raio slebions abost onee 3 year, Dunng a one
week period the dise ookeys write down the names
of all songs plaved durmp that week, with wntes's
and publisher’s names as welll SESAC 8 a much
smualler company . and relizs mostly upon the charts
i music frade papens Lo log achivity of 4 song.

Nare of the methods discussed s necessaniy
foolproof. The ASCAP svstem works least when
the dise jockey does not anpounce asong correctly
In cuek 3 cawe the coreet dagging of the song s the
responsibility of a not-too well paid ASCAP em-
ployee as to how deeply they want to dig to find
the correct sang, The BMI system relies on the disg
fockey lo program exactly as he normally does, as
if the logging were nat taking place. 11 he s a wri-
ter, or has frends and relatives who wnte, this
reliance may ot be pshilicd, The SESAC system
assumes the aceuracy of the trade paper charts,
and may aet incdude songs that are called “turn-

19

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

