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[57] ABSTRACT

An automated transaction system employs portable rate
cards having embedded memories for storing rate infor-
mation corresponding to different services, and a termi-
nal which receives an inserted rate card and operates to
calculate the value of an item requested at the terminal

by a user using the information stored in the rate card,
and to dispense the requested item having the calculated
value. In the preferred system, the rate cards are used
for different postal carriers or different services of one
carrier, and the item dispensed is a printed postmark

corresponding to the value calculated and the selected
carrier or service. The system also employs portable

program cards which store programs for generating
waybill forms used by different postal carriers or differ-
ent postal services. The waybill generating program of
a program card inserted in the terminal controls the
display of the corresponding waybill form on the termi-
nal display and the input of information to be printed on
the resulting waybill.
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