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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for implementing revision manage­
ment of linked data entities and user dependent terminology. 
The present invention provides a novel method to implement 
revision management so that when a referenced data record 
is revised, no manual updating of any referencing data 
record is required to reflect the corresponding change. When 
defining a referencing data record, a user designates a choice 
of version of the referenced data record to be used with the 
referencing data record thereafter. Specifically, the user can 
either specify a particular version, in which case that par­
ticular version of the referenced data record will be used 
when the referencing data record is subsequently accessed, 
or the user can elect to use the "revision of record", in which 
case the version of the referenced data record currently 
identified as the "revision of record" will be used. The 
present invention also provides a method to implement user 
dependent terminology in a computer implemented system 
without requiring any user programming. Specifically, when 
a user logs in, the system determines the appropriate lan­
guage and values of customizable terms for the user by 
checking the associated language and terminology set pre­
viously defined for the user. Thereafter, the system displays 
the custom value of the customizable term if it is defined 
within the terminology set associated with this user; 
otherwise, if it is defined within the language set associated 
with this user the system displays the corresponding repre­
sentation of that customizable term in the user's chosen 
language; otherwise, the system displays the default value 
for the customizable term. 

21 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets 
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