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wrtensueate (>-tinfyso-it’) v, -ateed, -at*Ing, -ates, —1ir.
1. To make slender, fine, or small. 2. To reduce, 2s in force
. or amount; weaken. 3. To lessen the density of; rarefy.
: 4, Biol. To make {bacteria or viruses) less virulent.
8. Electron. To reduce (the amplitude of an electrical signal)
 with little or no distortion. —M.Tobwome:hin,w;ﬁor
five. - adj. (-ydo-1t). 1. Reduced or weakened, as in strength,
“value, or virulence, 2. Bos. Gradually tapering to a point.
<

y or a person. b. The writ
1g, “tacks.

, attenudt- : ad-, ad- + tenudre, to make thin
i, thin; see ton-").] — atetan/uen’tion 7.

- - Cafher 4
action in a sport or game, 7}
ction. 4. The initial zovn-f

A suegetor (o-t¥n’ydo-d'tar) m. A device that artenuates
m clectrical signa

bewstl') . -testeed, -tlst-lng-. -tests, — l:’ry 1. To af-
10 be correct, true, or genuine. 2. To centify by signature
ot cath, 3. To supply or be evidence of. 4. To put under oath,
—intr. To bear witness; give testimony: attested to their o0d
feith. —n. Archaic. Avestation. [Lat. attestiri: ad-, ad- +
testdri, to be witness (< festis, witness; see tral-*)] —ats
lsst’ant ;. —at/teseta’tion (it’Zs-ta/shan, Ar’/a-st3/-)
—atotest/er, at-tea’tor x. . .
directly below the roof of

of a specificd agent or creator. —7 (itfr>-bydot’). 1. A
ialiry or characteristic inherent in or ascribed to someone or
somdthing. 2. An object associated with and serving to iden-
tify @ chacacter, & personage, or an office. 3. Gram. A word
or pB 8y ically subordil to another word or pl
that it modifies; for example, my sister’s and broum in my
sister’s brown dog. [Lat. attribuers, aitribit- : ad-, ad- +
m'bl’fu, to allot; see RmUTE] — Atetrib/ut-acbie adj, —at»
tribAut=er, at-trib’uctor ».
at-trisbuetion (it're-bydo! shon) #. 1. The act of attributing,
esp. of establishing a person, place, or time as the creator,
provenance, or era of a work of art. 2. Something related to
a patti possessor; an sttribute, — at’tri-bu’tionsal adj.
atetribsuetive (s-trib! yo-tiv) #. Gram. A word or word group
that is placed adjacent to the noun it modifies without 2 link-
inf vcrg; for example, pale in the pale girl. — adj. 1. Gram.
oi pelating to, or being an atributive. 2. Of or having the
nangre of an artribution or attribute. — atetrib/u-tivesly
ady. —at-trib’u-tivesnoss 1. -
atotrit (o-tritf) alio atstrite (a-txit?} tra. -triteted, -triteting,
_trits also -trit-ed, -triteing, -trites. 1. To losc (personnel,
for exam fc) by attrition. 2. To destroy or kill (troops, for

tain’a=ble adj. . 3 sructure p al
ha:::dcnt cotomon [aw, the’#l. e, vau. involving the Attic onder, an architectural order
laced when a sentence for'3 !-:hﬁngsqm:goolnmﬂ:bfnnyof:h:ba.ﬁcﬁwoxdm<l’r-

n. 2. Obsolete. Dishonor.
QFr. ataindre, to convict,

he act of attaining or the 3
nething that is artained. %4
int+ing, -taints. 1. To im-’

% a of ind
orrupt, as with illness ar)
. 1. Obsolete. Attaindes. ?

,miqne<gmqu¢,Atﬁc<ut.A:ﬁws.SeeAm]

fetlc (3t?1k) adi. 1. Of or relating to andient Attica, Athens,
of the Athenians. 2. Characerized by purity, simpliciry, and
. degant wits Attic prose. —n. The ancient Gxeeé &:Lct lect of
. Attica, [Lat. Atticus < Gk. Attikos < Attiké, Attica)
:h'ﬂ'? (2t7%-ks). An ancient region of E-central Greece sur-

. cns.
‘Netieclsm (3t!1-sfz’sm) 5. 1. A characteristic feature of Attic
Greek. 2. attidsm. A concise and clegant expression.

IE ateainten < OFr. ataint) SiERtl-1a iitl}-o, at173). an. 4083453, King of the Huns
] {4332 ~453) who invaded the Roman Empire.
oteto (3176 n. A fragrant otire (s-tic?) tr.v. -tired, -tir<Ing, -tires. To dress or dothe,

om flowers: attar of roses. 3 - tip. in claborate ts. — . 1. Clothing or areay; appar-
erfume. S 2. The antless of a deer. [ME atiren < OFr. atirier: 2-, ©
- (< Lat. ad-; see AD-) + tire, order, rank; see Tien k]

I'ﬂ"hldléit‘l—@'od', -tygod’) n. 1. A position of the or

manner O oneself: stood in a graceful attitude. 2. A
stare of mincslgl:%eding; disposition: an attitnde of hostility.
'S, The orientation of an sircraft’s axcs relative 10 a reference
line or plane. 4. The orientation of a spacecraft rclative irg
. direction of motion. 5. A position in which 2 ballet dancer
 sands on one leg with the other raised and bent at the knec.
- {Fr. < ltal attitudine < LLat. aptitads, aptitidin-, faculy <
Lat. aptus, £t Sce arrrTune] —gt/tietu’dienal (3t'Ft50d!-

+ gl 4ycod”?-) adj. .
st-tistusdienize (Xt'1-160d n-Iz!, ~tycod!-) intrv. -nized,
'm-lng.—nlz'-a‘roassumzanszectcdn itude; posture.
tiesbor-0 (it’}-bic’s, -biir’d). A ity of SE NE of
. Bovidence RL Pop. 38,383.
itelea (it’15), Clement Richard. 1883-1967. British polis-
.dan as prime minister (1945~51). .

win abbr. Attenti

‘Rto— pref. One quindllionth (10-39): atfotesls. (< Dan. or
-~ Norw. atten, cighteen < ON astjn. See oktd{u)*.]

wrtorn (s-tirn’) ingro. -tomed. -torneing, -torns. Law. To
mmmainuammtofp:opmyafmitsownmhiphas
been rransferred. [ME atfournen < OFr. atorner, to assign to
&, to (< Lats ad-; see Ap-) + torner, to turn; ser TURN.]

rsian and mystic best

of the Birds. )
). A river, c. 748 km (465
3 from Attawapiskat Lake (3

, -tempt-ing, -tempts.

. To txy to perform, make,
L Archaic. To attack with
An effort or a try. 2. An:§
< OFr. attempter < Lat.’ ¥
+ test.] — atetempt’ & bie

Iring, -tends. ~ tr. 1. To*;
circumstance or follow as
tupon 18 2 companion or 4
yns at tend®, 4, To take §
Archaic. To wait for; ex-"
s take care; give attention. 3
5 pay smention. 8. To re- ‘8
ez, To delay or wair, [ME "}
tendere, to heed ¢ ad-, ad- Y

:mofmding.a,'mg?
t are present. 3. The fre- -
: atetom/mant .

seat.
who atcends or waits on S it-tor+ney (>-tir7oE) ., pl. -neys. Law. A

- o 3 -l . A person legally sp-
h.l‘m'!‘l"“’msd‘m_‘”" . pointed mrhermagnanag:minthcmnnuionof
§. 1. Being present: ships 3 _"-m:&,up.omﬁmdmactinlegalpmmdinp.m
tying or fol asa o Mey<0fr.¢wnu<p.pmofatmr,mnppoim.5ee
~tand’antely sdv. W crvopn.] — atetor!neyeship’ ».
dne who is present at or ‘S attorney at law or st

-taw (>-tlir’ng-ox-167) n., pl.

(at —eel, " vtorneys at law or atetor-neys-at-aw (-nz-). Law. An at-
ng the principal supervis- S 1oeney.,

u on the regular medical’ Plksttomney ganeral 7., pl. attorneys general or attorney gen-
8 SR sals. Law. 1. The chief law officer snd legal connsel of 2
wcentration of the mental 3 2. Attomaey General. The head of the US. De-
. 2. The sbility or power 38 of Justice and a member of the President’s cabi
mﬂmm; notice. R itetract (>-tcike?) v, tract-ed, tract-ing, tracts. — 7. 1. To
LA mil Am°f°°“m cause to draw neay or adhere; direct to or toward itself or
b'A military posture, onesalf. 2. To arouse or compel the admiration or attention
- . Used a8 2 com- "8 of —intr. To possess or use the of attraction. [ME

osture. [ME attencioun <

s < ; : 3
5 popart. of gt " o atfracten < Lav. attrabere, attrict- - ad-, ad- + trabere, pull]

a ) stract/asbie adj. — atetract?er, atetrac/tor n.

s 4 trac-tion {o-trik’shon) 1. 1. The act or capability of at-
A childhood syndrome 73, tracting. 2. The quality of attracting; charm. 3. Something
‘h&': arenticn span. S thet artracts or is intended to attract.
¢ that a person can focus - JK gtetracetive {s-trik/th) adj. 1. Having the power to anract.

out diversion. | S 2, Pleasing to the eye or mind; —atetrac/tive:
scare or suencion; wasch- I ads. — atetracrtivaenem n. : iy
JESPUR. [P P, - et 2P M Beeibcmar avewiberhioe
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p [Back-formation < ATTRITION.}

atetriotion (s-trish?an) 7. 1. A robbing away or wearing down
by friction. 2. A. gradual diminution in number or strength.
3. A cti dul:h e Lbeo;.‘ or pusonn‘:lr, as

retirement of . 4, Theol. Repentance sin

motivated: by fear of punish [ME icioun, regret,
breiking < OFr. attritior, abrasion < LLat, artritid,
attrition-, act of rubbing ageinst < Lat. attritus, p.part. of
atterers, o rub against : ad-, against; see a0~ + terere, Lo
rubs; see tere-14.]

Atetu (5t7t60), An island of SW AK in the Aleutian Is..

Atetucks {4t/ sks), Crispus. 17232 -70. Amer. patriot killed in
the Boston Massacre.

atstupe (a-tGon’, :—t{.asn') trv. ~tuned, -tun-lng. -tunes.
1. To bring into a bar i or responsive relationshj
2. Mus. To put (an instrument) into ‘correct tune.

atty. abbr. Law. Aurtorney. .

Atty. Oen. abbr. Lasw. Avtomney General,

Atewaster (it/ wd’tar, -wt!ar). A ity of central CA WNW of
M

erced. Pop. 22,282. oo i

astwiteter (o-twit’ar) adj. Being in a state of nervons excite-
ment; twittering: 4 crowd atwitter with expectation.

at w abbr. Atomic weight.

astypei-cal (i-tp/¥kal) also a-typ+ic (k) adj. Not conform-
ing to type; unusual or irregular. — aftypelecalfioty (-kal’-
1) 7 — astyp!l=cal ly adv.

au n. . Auther.

Al The symbol for the élement gold la. [< Lat. aurum, gold]

a.u. or Au. abbr. Angstrom unit.

AU. #bbr. Astronomical unit. .

au~bade (6-bid’) ». 1. Mus. A song or instrumental compo-
sitién concerning or evoking daybreak, 2. A pocm or song of
or about lovers separating at dawn, [Fr. < OFe. albade <
OProv. albada < alba, dawn, aubade < Lat., fem. of albus,
white. See albho-*,]

Aube (5b). A river of NE France flowing c. 225 km (140 mi) to
the; Seine R, NNW of Troyes. :

Aueber (-bés?), Danlel Frangols Esprit. 17821871, French
composer whiose operas include Fra Diavolo (1829).

ausbersgine (5/bér-zhén’, 5’bar-ién) . Sée aggplant 1. [Fr.
< Catalan alberging < Ar. al-badinjan, the cgeplant < Pess.

badingan.] _

Au-ber-vil=Hors (5’bar-vél-yil). A town of N-central France
NE of Paris. Pop. 67,719, . R

Aue-brey éﬁ'bré)_, John. 1626—97. English antiquarian best
Ynown for his Brief Lives, published posthumonsly.

sueburn (5fbarn) #. Color. A moderatc reddish brown te
brgwn. [ME < OFr. aborne, blond <'Lat. alburnus, whitish
< @lbus, white. Sec albho-*.] — au’burn adj.

Ausbiirn {5/ barn). 1. A city of E AL ENE of Mon! cey. Pop.
33,830, 2. A city of 5 ME on the Androscoggin R sattled in
17§S. Pop. 24,309, B. A city of W-central NY .in the Finge
Lakes region WSW of Syracuse; founded 1793. Pop. 31,%;
‘4. A city of W WA ENE of Tacoma, Pop. 33,102. -

Ausbuseson (5/ba-son, -68N") 2. A tapestry Or Crpet woven n
Auhmoth:r,:dtyofcenuall‘mc:,orsmxhx' ilar to the ones

A.U.E_ abbr. Lat. 1. Ab urbe condita (from the founding of the
city [of Rome in 7532 ».c.]). 2. Anno urbis conditae (in the
year from the founding of the city [of Rome in 7532 ».c.])

Aucksland (6k?land). A city of New Zealand on an isthmus of
NW North 1. Met. area pop, 860,000

au cousrant {5/ kéo-rin?) adj. Fully informed on current af-
fairs; up-to-date. [Fr. = au, in the + cownrant, current.]

aucetion (8k/shon) #. 1. A public sale in which %:petty or
goods are sold to the highest bidder, 2, Games. bidding
in bridge. —#r.v. -tioned, -tion+ing, -tions. To sell at or by
aniauction: auctioned off the b y. [Lat. auctif, auction-

89

attenuate
auction bridge
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