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meningococcus (0o mercantilism

af the pia mater and arachnaid, caused by ¢ bacterial or viral indec-
tion and characterized by high fever, severe headache, and sulf neck
or back muscles. [1820-30] —~men’insgit/ic (-jil/ik), adj

meeninegoecocecus (ma ning’gd kok’ss), n., pl -tocedi (-kok/si,
-s8). a spherical or kidney-shaped bacterium, Netsseria reningitidis,
that causes cerebrospinal meningitis. [1890-95;, < NL] —meanin/go«
coc’/cal, mesnin’/gorcac/cic (-kok/ik, -kok/sik), adj.

meeniseeus (mi nis‘kas), n., pl -niseci (-nis/l, -nis/ki, -kE), -nise
cusees. 1. a crescent or a crescent-shaped body, 2, the convex or con
cave upper surface of a column of liquid, the curvature of which is
caused by surface tension. 3. a concavo-convex of CONvexo-concave
lens. 4. a wedge of canilage between the articulating ends of the
bones in cerlain joints. [1685-95; < NL < Gk méniskos crescent,
dim. of ménd moon}

Men’lo Park’ (men/lo). 1, a village in cenmral New Jersey. SE of
Plainfield: site of Thomas E£dison’s laboratory, 1876-87.

Maen.ning-er (men’ing ar), n. Karl Augustus, 1893-1990, U.5. psychi-
arrist,

Mensnoneite (mmen’s nit’), 2. a member of a Protesiant sect that re-
fuses oaths and the bearing of arms and is noted for simplicity of Liv-
ing. [1555-65;, < G Mennonit, alter Menno Simons {1492~1559), Fri-
sian religious leader; see -Ire'} —Men/noeniteism, 7.

meno-, a combining form meaning “month,” “menstrual cycle”: men-
opanse. Also, esp. before a vowel, men-. [< Gk m2no-, comb. form of
mén month; see MGoN]

men.o«pause (men’s> poz’), n. the period of natural cessation of
menstruation, usu. occurring between the ages ot 45 and 55, [1870-
75; < F] —men/o-pau’sal, uij.

meenor«ah {ma nor’s, -nor/a), n. 1. a candelabrum used in the Tem-
ple and in modern synagogues. 2. a nine-branched candelabrum used
during Hanukkah, [1885-90; < Heb mandrah)

menorah
{def 2)

Meenorsca {5p. e noe’ka), r. Mioaca

mensorsthaegisa (men‘s ra‘jé a, -ja), 1. excessive menstrual dis-
charge.

men or«arhesa or men-or-rhoe.a {men’s 18/3), n.
[1855-60] —men/orerhe/al, men/or-rhe/ic, adj.
Me-.notsti (ma not/g), n. Gian Carlo ( jan), born 1911, U.S. composer,
born in ltaly.

menesal (men’sal), adj. of, pertaining to, or used at the table. [1400~
50, late ME < L meénsdlis of a table < L mensa table]

mensch (mench), n., Informal a decent and respensible person.
{1950-55; < Yiddish mentsh man, human being < MHG mensch,
OHG mennisco, rmannisco; see MAN, -15H'}

meneses (men’séz), n. (used wirh a sing. or pl. v.) the menstrual
flow, [1590-1600; < L ménses, pl. of ménsis month|

Mensshe.vik (men’/sha vik), n., pl -viks, -vikel (-vik/é, -véké)
(sometimes L.c.) a member of the moderate wing of the Russian So-
cial-Democratic Workers' Party which, in opposition to the Bolshe-
viks, advocated gradual development of soclalism through reforms.
11905-10; < Russ men'shewk = mémshifii) lesser + -evik, n. suffix}
—Men/shesvism (-viz’am), n. —Men/shesvist, n., adj.

men's/ room/’, n. a public lavatory for men. [1925-30, Amer.]

mens sa«nd In cor«po«re sa-no (mens si’nd in kor‘pd ke’ sa’nd:
Enﬁ menz 53’na in Xor/pa ré/ sa’nd), Latin. a sound mind in a sound
body.

men.stru.al tnen/strd al,
tion. [1350-1400; ME < L]

mensstrusate {menfstréo v/, -stian), v.i., -ateed, -at-ing. 10 undergo
menstruation. {1640-50; < LL ménstrudtus, ptp. of ménstruire der. of
L ménstrag menstrual discharge, n. use of neut. pl. of ménstruus
monthly = ménstr- (se¢ stMmesteR) + -uus adj. suffix]

mensstrusastion (men’stréo dshon, -s11d/-), n. 1. the periodic dis-
charge of blood and mucosal tissue from the uterus, oecurring approx-
imately monthly {rom paberty to menopause in nonpregnant women
and females of other primate species. 2. the period of menstruaiing
(1770-80] ~—men/strusqus (-5t1d0 as, -stras), adj

menesstrusum  (men/stréd am, -stram), 1., pl. -strusums, -stru«a
(-strg® 3). sowvent (def. 3). (1605-15; < NL, ML menstruum, taken
as sing. of L menstrua menstrual discharge}

manssursasble (men/shar o bal, -sar a-), adj. mMeasuraste, (1595-
1605; < LL ménsarahilis = L ménsird(re) o measure + -bilis -sLE]

menesusral (men’/shar al, -sor-), adj. peraining to measure. [1600-
10; < Ll)

menesueraction (men/sho ré’shan, -sa), n. the act or process of
measuring. {1565-75; < LL] —men/susra’tive, oy

mensswear (menz/wir’), 1. 1. Also, men's” wear/. apparel and ac-
cessories far men. 2. cloth, esp. wool, used in making men’s and often
women’s taflored garmenis. [1905-10]

-ment, a suffix of nouns that denote an action or resulting state
(abridgment; refreshnrent), a product (fragment), or meauns (orng-
ment}. [< F < L -mentum, suffix forming nouns, usu. fron verbs)

menstal' (men’d), adj. 1. of or pertaining to the mind. 2. of, pertain-

menstrual flow.

-stral), adj. of or pertaining to menstrua-

ing to, or affected by a disorder of the mind o I
persons with a psychiauic disaider. @ menfal hnspual 4
by or existing in the mind menral arithmetivc s, !
intellectuals or inteflectual activity. 6. Informal. insage; m‘; Wing 1o
1425: < LL mentals = L ment- miNg + -als -4 -u,,,m‘.h"" (EEEN

menstal® (men’tl], adj. of or pertaining to the chin {133 ;l’y ado
ment(um) the chin + -at'] T <

maen/tal age/, r. the level of mental ability of an ingyy;
child. expressed as the chronological age of the average
this level of ability, as determined by an intelligence tesy

men/tal defi’/ciency, n. (no longer in technical use)
DATION.

men/tal health’, n. psychological weli-being and satisfag(op, .,
ment o society and 1o the ordinarv demands of life (L815~)3Y7 i

men/tal ill/ness, n. any of various forms of psychosg o
neurosis. Also called men/tal disor/der, men/tal disease/.

menetaleism (men’tl izZam), n. the docirine thal objecys
edge have no exisience except in the mind of the percetver,
—men/talsis’tic, adj.

menetalsist (men/tl ist), n. 1. a person who believes i 4
mentalism. 2. a mind reader or fortune-teller. (1780-90)

menstalsisty (mgn |‘al/iv(5], n., pl. -ties, 1. mental capaciy of ENdln,
ment. 2, mental inclination; outlook: a liberal menrality. {|geg_gc)

men/tal retarda’tlon, n. 3 developmental disorder claraciyr
varying degrees by a subnormal ability to learn, a substantia|),
1Q, and impaired social adjustment. {}1900-15) !

menetastion (men ta’shan), n. mental activity. [1840 30 < 1 p,,,,
(s. of méns) MiND + -ATION) e

mansthol (men/thdl, -thol), n. a colorless, crystalline, shghtiy .,
soluble alcohol, €, 14,0, obtained from mint ol or synthesizeq;
chiefly in perfumes, cigareties, and foods and in nasal medicags,
[1875-80; < G < NL Menth(a) (see mint') + G ol -uv')

menstho.lateed (men/tha 13/1id), adj. containing, covered, or 1rey).
with menthol. [1930-35]

menetion (men’shon), v.r. 1. 10 refer briefly to; name, spe.gy -
speak of. 2. to cite formally for a mentorious act or achiever
~=n. 3. a briet or incidental reference; a mentioming. 4, formal jecey
nition for & meritorious act or achievement. —idiom. S. not to mep.
tion, in addition to: They own fwo houses, not ra menwon q heg
[1250-1300; ME mencioun < AF < L mentid reference, mennop «
rnen- (base ofy mPns mind {see menran’)) + -10 TION] —~ men/tion.a.
ble, adj -—men/tioneer, n.

Menston (men On/. Fr.nan tON7), i a cily i SE France, on tie
Mediterranean: reson. 25,072, Italian, Menstosne (men td/ne)

menstor (men/tor, 4orl, n. 1. a wise and trusted counsvlor g
reacher, 2. {(cap.) (in the Odyssey) a loyal adviser nf Odysseus en
wusted with the eduration of Telemachus. ==v.i. 3. 10 acl a5 a meny
—u.t. 4. to act as a mentor to. [1740-50; « Ck)

mansy (inen/yd, mid/nysd), n, pl. mensus. 1. a bisi of e dishe
that can or will be served at a meal. 2. the dishes served. 3. anv iy
or set of items from which to choose. 4. a list of options avanable 1o
a user, as displayed on a computer or TV screen. [1650-60; « F. e
tailed list, n. use of menu small, detailed < L minitus mnute)

me’/nu-driv/en, adj. of or pertaining to computer software that uses
menus to enable users to choose options. {1975-40]

Mensushin (men’/yéd in), n. Yeshusdi {yo hov/dé). born 191o, iy v
olinist.

Menezies (men/zéz), n. Sir Robert Gordon, 1894-1678, prune minister
af Australia 1939-41 and 1949- 66

me-ow (me ou’/, myou), n 1. the characteristiv sound ¢ cal makes 2
a spiteful or catty remark. —0v.t. 3. 10 make the sound of a 1t 4. to
make a spiteful or catly remark. (1870-75; imit.}

mespersiedine (ma per’i dén’, -din), n. a narcotic compound
C H NGO, used as an analgesic and sedative. [1945-50. me{tnv)
(p1) PERIDINE)

Mephei-stopheesles (mnef/s stof/a [8z) also Me-phissto (ms
fis/t5}, n. {in the Faust legend) the devil who rempts Faust. —Meph/-
isstosphe’liean, Meph’isstosphe’/le+an (-sto (&/1¢ on}, ad)

mephitedc (ma it/1k), adj. 1. offensive to the smell. 2. noxious, pes:
tilential. [1615-25; < LL} —mesphit/iscalsly, adv

me-phistis (mo (i7us), 7. 1. a noxious exhalation from the earin,
poison gas. 2. any foul of poisonous stench. [1700-10; « L mephi

meeprosbasmate (ma pro’ba mat’, mep’rd bam/ay. n. 4 whire pow
der, CH, N0, used chiefly as a trapquilizer. [1550-55, me{1niit ¢
PRO(PYL) + (CAR}BAMATE]

-maer, a combining fonm used wi the naines of ¢lasses of malv .
chemical compounds, etc., that exhibit the featore specified by tiwe 1
tial element: elastomer; monomer. (extracted (oI SOMER DT BOLUYMEK]

mer., 1. meridian. 2. meridional

mersbroemin  (mar bré/min), 1. a green, water-soluble powdst
C,H,Br,HgNa,0,, thal forms a red solution 1 water. used as di anb
seplic and as a germicide. (1940-45; MeR(cuRIC) + BrROM(NE) + V']

mer.candtile (mir/kan t&l/, (il -til), adj. 1. of or pertaining t» mei-
chants or trade: commercial. 2. of or pertaining to mercanuhism
{1635-45; < F < It, = mercaut(e) (< L marcdns, prp. of mercdsn o
trade; see MERCHANY) + -ile -1LE°]

merecanstilsism (markan G lizZam, 8, (), n. 1. an economic ar!

political policy, evolving with the modern nation-state, in whiclh 3

government regulated the nationdl economy with a view (w the aceu

mulation of gold and silver, esp. by achieving 4 balance of exparis

over imports, 2. mercantile practices or spirit; commercialsm {1370

75; < F| -—-mer/canstilelst, n., ad). —mer/canstiteis/tic, ad]
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