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Claims Directed to Abstract Ideas are

Unpatentable

35 U.S.C. ¢ 101 -- Principles of Law

“Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine,
manufacture. or composition of matter. or any new and useful improvement
thereof. may obtain a patent therefor. subject to the conditions and requirem
of this title.” 35 U.S.C. § 101. Supreme Court precedents provide three
specific exceptions to the broad categories of § 101: laws of nature, physical

phenomena. and abstract ideas. Bilski v. Kappos. 130 S. Ct. 3218, 3225 (20
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Alice v. CLS Bank Provides the Standard fc

Patent Eligibility under § 101.

The Supreme Court in Alice was very clear about the standard that shoulc
be used to determine patent eligibility under § 101: “First, we determine wheth
the claims at issue are directed to one of those patent-ineligible concepts. . . . If
so, we then ask, “[w]hat else is there in the claims before us?” Alice Corp. Pty.

Ltd. v. CLS Bank Int’l, 134 S. Ct. 2347, 2355 (2014) (quotations omitted).
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5T ARSTRACT

An embodiment of the mvention comprises 3 method and
apparaius for perfonming collective validation of credential
information. The invention has applicability in industries that
require sales agents or those related to the distribution of a
cerfain product fe be credentioled (eg. Doensed andior
appointed | when selling certain products ez, Iife insurance,
el ., . b For example, inarder o sell some financial instr-
ments sales representatives must meed state and'or federal
licensing requirements. Embodimens of the invention pro-
wide a way o ensure that sales representatives operate within
any regulatory consiEaints put in place by government oF any
other nrgumr.l.u 101, { LML : o for pggtance. utlp
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‘326 Patent Overview — Specification

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the invention comprises a method and
apparatus for performing collective validation of credential 55
information.’

"' e N

One aspect of the invention provides a method for validat-
ing sales agents’ credentials while processing the sales trans-
action data to determine commuission amounts. The system 1s
configured to perform such transaction processing in an effi-

s cient manner that mimnuzes the amount of computational
resources required to determine whether a sales agent has
valid credential at the time of a particular sale and 1s therefore

entitled to compensation (e.g.. a commission) for the sale.

e ‘3726 Patent 1:54-56. 2:1-8: Petition at 11-12.
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