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[57] ABSTRACT
A credit center detachably connectible to a traffic ser-

CALLING TELEPHONE STATION 8
i P]O STATION TRAFFIC SERVICE

0s Y.
4 ITION:S STEM

vice position systeinn (TSPS) connecting calling and
called telephone sets for enabling the calling set to ob-
tain a service on credit from the called set in a tele-
phone system wherein the credit center stores credit
intelligence pertinent to the calling set. The calling set
starts a call for §uch service by sending a prefix code
followed by the telephone number of the called set to
activate the traffic system to record therein signals
identifying the class mark and the numbers of the
called and calling sets. The traffic system responsive
to the class mark and the calling and called set signals
recorded therein activates the credit center to deliver
the calling set credit intelligence therefrom to the
called set for display thereat. The called set after eval-
uating such credit intelligence. displayed thereat acti-
vates the traffic system to disconnect the credit center
from the called set and to connect the called and call-
ing sets together to complete the call from the calling

_set to the called set thereby enabling the calling set to

obtain the service on credit therefrom. The called set
may comprise an automated library; a merchandising
mart, a shared-time computer, a data bank or the like.

22 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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BUYER CREDIT SERVICE FOR A’ TELEPHONE
o SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE lNVENTlON

Thrs mventron relates toia method ‘of and a credit
center for. expedrttously enablrng one. party. to obtain a

3,920,908
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“calling party are the same as those recorded in a perti-.

5

nent telephone listing in a telephone system.
. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

" The foregoing and other objects of the invention are

achieved in accordance with a specific embodiment of

-service on credit from another party when both parties °

are geographlcally separated, and more specifically to

such method -and credit.cénter adapted for promoting !

sales transactrons on credit between callmg and called
partiés in a-telephone system.”

Moadern. .merchandising techmques are desrgned to
permit a person to obtain a'copy of an item, purchase
an article or a personal service or the Tike on credit in
- asimple. manper in a face-to-face transactlon by merely
exhrbltmg a valrdated credit card in place of cash. In
situations where the buyer and seller are geographically
.separated as.in a telephone system, a problem hereto-
fore has been to provide the called seller at the moment
wrth adequate information regardmg the credit integ-

_rity of the calling buyer attempting to make a purchase
on credit. The availability of such information to the
called seller is imperative for the latter in order for him
to make a qulck decision at the moment whether to ac-

_.cept. or. reject the telephone purchase on credit. Also,

“the invention in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, illustrating an instant

credit ‘center independent of but designed to function

" on an automatic basis in a modern automatic telephone .

0" system, and provided with credit intelligence pertinent

to a calling telephone set embodied in a calling station.

- This calling set originates a call for service on creditto .
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: this information is urgently needed by the called seller -

in telephone sales so that poor credit risks may be in-
_stantly recognized for minimizing and obviating finan-
-«cial losses in such sales, and further so that credit risks
may be quickly evaluated and avoided for increasing
profits in such sales. -
Therefore, it is. contemplated by the present inven-

. tron, to provide a credit center.for expeditiously retriev-

~.ing therefrom credit;intelligence including credit card
- information pertinent to a calling buyer and thereafter
. displaying such intelligence to a called seller before the

:_calling buyer is connected with the called seller for the

- purpose-of tendering an offer to purchase a service on

. credit in -a-telephone system. This visual credit intelli-

; gence display enables the called seller to make a quick
. detérmination. at the moment whether to accept or re-
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be supplied by a called station having a called tele-
phone set and comprising for example, an automated
library, a merchandising mart, a time-shared computer,
a data bank or the like. Both the calling and called sta-
tions and the respective calling and called sets therein

are connectible together through sending and receiving " -

telephone central offices and a traffic service position '
system ( TSPS) office all of which are controlled by pre-
determined signals originating at the calling set for re-
cording in the TSPS office. These signals are utilized by
the TSPS office for activating the credit center to lo-
cate the calling set credit intelligence therein and for

_connecting the credit center to the called set to deliver

the calling set credit intelligence as located in the credit
center to the called station.
The calling set desirous of obtaining a service on

"credit such, for example, as ordering a copy of a cata-

logue item in the automated library, purchasing an arti-
cle from the merchandising mart, a specific time inter-
val in a time-shared computer, a data bank or the like
starts a call therefor by going off-hook and transmitting
a predetermined prefix number of signals followed by
another predetermined number of signals identifying
and preselecting the called set to which the call for ser-

. vice on credit is directed. These signals activate the -
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- ject-such:-credit purchase before the offer. is- actually

. teridered by the cdlling buyer to the called seller.
. Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present in-
-»vention to provide a called seller with substantially in-
stant credit . intelligence pertinent to a calling buyer
. wishing to obtain credit in a sales transaction handled
‘in a: telephone system
. Another.object is to provrde for a called seller a vi-
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sual display of credit intelligénce pertinent-to a callmg .

buyer, before the buyer:is connected to the seller, in a
“§ales trarisaction requmng credit for the buyer in a tele-
phone systenr.

::A further object.is to minimize for a. seller the possi-

55

blltty of financial loss arising from a purchase requiring

*- credit for the buyer in .z telephone sales transaction.
“-sAn- additional object is to increase.for a seller the
possrbthty of financial profit resulting from a purchase

mvolvmg credrt for the buyerina telephone sa]es trans-

~action.: .
A still addmonal object is to provrde a called party, in
- the-absence of'supplementary credit. information, with

sending control office to connect the calling set there-
through to the TSPS office. The sending office respon-
sive to its connection to the TSPS office now automati-

‘cally transmits a class mark signal and thereafter addi-

tional signals identifying the number of the called and
calling sets to the TSPS office. This office recognizes
and records the class mark signal as an incoming credit
call from the calling set for an indication of the credit
intelligence pertaining thereto and in addition records
the signals identifying the respective numbers of the
called and calling sets as received.

Pursuant to the recorded class mark srgnal the TSPS
office establishes a voice circuit incoming to the credit
center and including the TSPS office therein. Now, on
this circuit the TSPS office transmits signals represent-
ing the called and calling sets to the credit center for
recording therein. Thereafter, the TSPS office utilizes
the called set signals stored therein to establish a voice
signaling circuit outgoing from the credit center and
including the credit center, the TSPS office, the switch-
ing office, the receiving central office, and the called

. station having the called set therein.

60

During the time interval in which the TSPS office is
establishing the outgoing voice circuit from the credit

~ center to the called station, the credit center responsive

-.the'namé; the address and the: telephone number of a

calln{g party, withot assistance: from the callmg party,
m ‘a telephione system. =~ . 7~

A still-farther object is-to-insure the called party- that
the telephone number, the name, and the address of the
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to the calling set signals recorded therein searches for
the credit intelligence stored therein and pertinent to
the calling set, and upon locating such intelligence
transmits it over the latter outgoing circuit to the called

_station for visual display to an attendant thereat. Upon

an evaluation of the displayed credit intelligence at the.
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