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Reagan says
peace plan
unacceptable

President says flaws allow
Nicaragua to tap Soviet aid

By NORMAN KEMPSTER
Los Angales Temes
HASHI‘\GTO\ - P‘es‘\

mﬂe m.h.n: Sa .mh:
the Central American pere
plan adopted by the region's
)‘.1\-: presidents is fatally
quse it permits Nie
arma to continue aocepting
assistance from Cuba and the
Soviet Union
Reagan's assessment was
far barsher than his own ear-
Lier comments or those of key
sdministration officials who
bave praised the ohjectives of
the peace initistive while sug-
g:s:m,; that Nicaragua's left
ist government is unlikely to
abide "’y its requirement for

vantage of " Besides. he said,

Wasilla takes the lead in celebratin

By DAVID HULEN
Daity Naws reporter
WASILLA — The 2
siversary of the signing of:he
U.S. Constitution isn't exact-
Iy sending Sbmtn\'ﬁ of ex-
rnmect through Alasks

Dmep‘t here.

Since last fall, people in
Wasilla have been planning

AIDS yields

the plan lacks “safeguards for
democracy (in Nicaragua) and
our national sscurity.”

Asked in an interview with
US. News & World Report
magazipe if the pact had a
“fatal flaw" because it al-
lowed cootinued Soviet bloc
aid to Nicaragua, Reagan re-
plied simply, “Yes.”

Elaborating on the presi-
dent's remarks, Elliott
Abrams, assistant secretary
of state for interAmerican
affgirs, said that the peace
plan can be salvaged but only
if it is changed to ban Soviet
and Cuban 2id to Niﬁm{ua.

“The Soviet-Cuban issue is
a direct national security is-
sue for us,” Abrams said in a
telephone interview. "It has
to be addressed. It isn't an
issue we can Jet ride It can be
settled, but we can’t go along
with the Guatemals agree

Soe Back Page. PRAGE PLAN

the biggest Cmnwum ees
bration in Alaska e

| BRIEFCASE BRIGADE TAKES TO THE STREET

L

hmmmmnmmwwmm

made up of A

parade commemorating the 200th

mmmmwuwmmmm

ous Nk about The Document.

even rejection by Pres-
ldent Ronald Reagan bas
dampened organizers’ ardor.
An engraved invitstion was
sent to Reagan earlier this
year, but someone from the
White House called to turn it
down. Reagan will be in some
town called Pmlade!phu for
its bicentennial wirg-ding.

Wasilla Mayor Harold New-
comb said,

Civie groups, school
groups, church groups and
other groups here have
consumed by the Constitu-
tional hoopla. As many as
3,000 people — almost the
population of the town — are
expected to participate in
mext Saturday’s parade. It

will feature floats with Con-
stitution themes, such as a
group in @ boat simulating
Gearge Washington'y trip
across the Delaware, -as well
as the usual assonmen. of
marching bands, military
., beauty queens

and campaigning politicians.
Whether large numbers of
folks not involved with orga-

g Constitution

nizing the events will actually
show up to waich the parade
or participate in the other
activities is anyone's guess.
But organizers think Wasil-
lians and others will turn out
in droves if the weather is

decent.
“1 think- basically Wasilla
Seas Back Page, WASILLA

for old fraud Congress likely to apologize, compensate camp internees i el
BILL MCALLISTER
KATHERINE BISHOP By Although ne Justice De-  years in the camps
ﬁ"nmvuwm inthe |  The Washingion Post partment has opposed the leg- ~ Opposition has focused on
SAN FRANCISCO — Fed- uppar 40s. WASHINGTON -— For- islstion, some sponsors, in- cost, but an aide to cne of the
eral and siote spencies be ty-five years after Army cluding the two members of principal opponents said Fri
:f mﬂ's 1ave Saturday. 51 troops roumn up | Congress who were held in day there is no optimism
u&iustlumzmmuhmureﬁ poir] Low Saturdey morning..__... 42 of Japanese-Americans and the camps, said they think about stopping it on the
butors that §pm 48 forced them into World War II.  that the Reagan inistra- oor, partly because
distrd e qum as Normal high Sept. 12 5T relocation camps, Congress is©  tloa's opposition is weaken- its sponsors have scheduled
AIDS emen wzrﬂhmr Normal iow Sept. 12-.........43 | on the verge of issuing a  ing and predicted the measure the vote next Thursday to
from snaks ‘:mmm_ h algas, | Rocord high Sape 12 (1957)..88 | formal apoiogy to the survi-  will both houses next commemorate the 200th anni-
from ;"v'ff hmn G o mm:- Racord low Sept. 12 {1927).. 27 vors and offering $1.2 billion  week by wide L of the Constitution.
hmsm 4 rmb to make amends for what 3 "It 10 the president’s “It's been a long road to
P Edﬂﬂi rug STATE, NATIONAL cumber of legislators this  desk, it's a new ball game,” get to this poiat,” said Rep.
dministration already has 'WEATHER FORECASTS wesk described as “a said Rep. Matsui, D-  Norman Mineta, D-Calif,, who
acted w;:m =pmﬂfm :sf BAGE A2 stain on our Constitution and  Calif, a Japanese
prod; anme n:mﬂ i our history, who spent his first three  Ses Back Page, REPARATIONS
AIDS. And in California, un-
proven claims of medical'ben- 3
e = index
to ormation recently of Alasks Ear. B3 3
the California State AIDS . uk h 5
gy R e to shop at home? This is you
wi met for time o ) . i S~ 5
in mid-August, is the first of need TV, phone and i 3 1
ey ek D | — All you isaTV,p credit card or checks that don’t bounce | |
st addressing what author | Clevemeg " A
ties beliove 1o s o ‘amb- x4 By SHEILA TOOMEY television, a telephone &nd a credit home a full time B
ez of conumer frand " E,_“"m""‘“"——g Dady News reporter card ar checkbook. channel (12} and one that ajrs from 8 |
"I we find old i:&h:—ml Forum. E1 ello, hells, helle and wel- The E:nom Sbumm Club cHSC) pasxotzﬁzm‘ (14).
selling miracle cures, hotline__________ i i reaches A
tocior selling izacke o Hawall - e i the Incredibly UP coble and S il orboilli e Mumm“;a
b abe 49 bring onis ing Club, 2 only ane of sbout 20 ifferent shows _bergain it is. Coliectible i Ly
et Tpriye L Howard Weaver......... E2 cable television npetwork around the eountry. Two million HSC 3 3
. ,lﬂehel thn:l;uymmpm,mdmp,m ww“m.ﬂl",ﬂ“ c mtpolrnhri‘wmy
generelwhnhnd;theml} Opinion, Z mwhlkm‘bednmfu?ﬁt s ;:;A‘:_‘hii:land bwi::dhum apart- mﬁmvﬁm&m&mm
=d agency. B —— Manhattan homes along , typew:
- Thix lppedup legal ettort_| gpamer——————21| | | Fesling  sti bive and waot to _the Kuskokcwim. From the hils of _phooes, Talisn porelain. Slacosic
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Like to shop at home? This is
All you need is a TV, phone and credit card or checks that
home shoppi

television, a i;etephoné and a credit

By SHEILA TOOMEY ;

Daily News reporter card or checkbook. channel (12) an
: : . The Home Shopping Club (HSC) p.m.to2a.m.(
S o, el ey, reaches 40 million viewers on both  So call in m
Nt Hooik Shopping Club. a: cable and broadcast channels and it's left on this bea

M cable television network ©Biy one of about 20 different shows bargain it is.
that lets you shop ’til you drop in around the country. ';["wo million HS{E pen_:egt polyes
your living room, then go right on viewers are active ‘‘club members, wear”) clothes
shopping from bed if you want to watching and buying from apart- pots and pans, :
: . ’ ments in Manhattan and homes along humidifiers, t
Feelmg a little blue and want to the Kuskokwim. From the hills of wﬁ' Italian
perk up? Buy something. Are you Tennessee and the Texas desert. From . collars, ar
already perky and looking for a bar- right here in Anchorage, the cross- ever popular c
gain? Buy something. Twenty-four roads of North America. The basic karat diamond
hours a day, 365 days a year. Call in cable package available in Anchorage b S

- and buy something. All it takes is a

includes two, count 'em — one, two —

Ol
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TV SHOPPING: Sitting

Continued from Page A-1

fake, but “only your gemolo-
gist™ can tell for sure.

According to the Wall
Street Journal, Americans are
in the midst of & shopping
orgy — buying for the plea-
sure of buying in an economy
that should have dried up
such pursuits. “Going shop-
ping"” instead of going to g
store to buy something they
need. A study cited by the
Journal on July 30 found that
only 25 percent of mall shop-
pers questioned had come to a
mall to buy a specific item,
The rest were just shopping
as recreation.

“Economists are amazed,”
exclaimed the Journal head-
line. Economists obviously
haven't been watching the
home shopping channels and
listening to viewers who say
they have begun collections of
dolls or clown figurines or
jewelry sets that they buy
only from television.

Item: 16-inch porcelain musi-
cal doll, $25.
Caller: Helen from Phoe

Well, I've bought so many
dells. . I kave about 150 since
last November. ... I'm pot
going 'to buy any more. ]
don’t know where I'm going
to put them. You get into
them and you just can't stop.

I swear, ‘No I can't do it,
no I can't do In fact, I
wasn't even going to watch
you. I says, 'It's eight o'clock,
I'm going to watch = movie.'
Then I turned this on and 1
said, ‘Here we go again.’
Are you going to have any
mare?

[

Heme shopping, as it is
called by the industry, is a
‘wretched excess produced by
mating the shopping urge to
the television habit. This mu-
tant offspring is the opposite
of public television, where
they did away with the com-
mercials, In home shopping
they've done away with the
programs. It's 24 hours of
commercials and you dom't
have to get up off the couch to
buy the products.

“It's real easy,” said Sabri-
na Vick, an Anchorage house
wife who admits to being
addicted. “It's not like you
have to get dressed, brush
your hair, see other people.
You can sit here in your
underwear and vour credit
card.”

Viek had a cable drop in-
stalled in her bedroom so she
can watch from bed after her
husband and daughter go o
sleep

HSC originates in Clearwa-
ter, Fla. It's the brainchild af
two men Who a few years ago
owned a lackluster local radio
station and began selling

like can openers over
the zir. The response was so
good, according to Business
Week -magazine, they began
selling other products and, in
1982, moved to cable televi
sion. They're now reported)
zillionaires and the whole ste-
¥ sounds like a mini-series

Home Shopping Network
(HSN) did $160 million in
sales in fiscal year 1986, ac-
cording to Judy Ludden, an
HSN spokeswoman In the
first nine months of fiscal
Fear 1987, they did $422 mil-

nt

Archirage Daty NewsEri Ha

Debbie Krivenko holds some of the dolls she has bought for her daughter through the Home Shopping Club: Easy to get hooked.

lion in sales and they're still
growing.

*1 love it when people say,
‘Oh, is this a fad? " Ludden
said. Financial and television
experts who write about
bome shopping like to suggest
it will go the way of video

Ames.

HSN and the other home
shopping channel available in
Anchorage, Cable Value Net-
work (CVN), use similar for
mats: The item for sale is
shown on the screen for any-
where from three to 10
utes, while a “show h
extols its virtues in a repeti-
tious, tent-show style that has
some experts predicting home
shopping is the natural sue-
cessor to fading TV preachers,

This idea is reinforced by
the practice of asking “club
members” who have alresdy
bought and received the item
on sale to call up and “‘give
testimony” abeut how great
1t s

Nobody buys anything on
HSC, they “get in on” it, as
in, “I'll bet you're really glad
¥ou got in on the emerald
pendant-. Did you get in on
the matching earrings earli-
er?

Those lucky enough to talk
live on the air to the show
bost are rewarded with a
“toot”™ — a blast from a bicy-
cle homn that is one of the
corniest and obviously well-
liked ﬁmmicks_gmp,‘ored

Item: Forcelain clown. $63.11
Caller: This is Apn, from

m.

Show host: Well, Aan, You
sound like you're pretty hap-
Py to get in on our Castille
porcelain tonight.

Well, I sure am. I've been
collecting them and I'm so
bappy you're having this pro-
gram on tonight with all the
clowns and all the other figu-
rines.

Well, now, do you have
several pieces already?

I've got 10 or 11 home here

O, you're a callector then?

details,

I{}uu answered “‘ves'" to these questions,
you are a good candidate for the Surveying
Program at The New University of Alaska at
Anehorage. Surveying is exciting and vital
work to the growth of our state. Call the
Surveying Program at 786-1172 for all the

Check the Fall '87 ACC Class Schedule for
Registration dates and times.
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Do you enjoy

1 e

o Outdoors
Working

2. Independently

Applied Math &
3. Cor%puters

Yes I am and I've ordered
about 10 or 11 of them al-
ready the last few days.

Oh my goodness. Well now,
Ann, tell us what it is about
the Castille that you love,

Well, I like the subtle color
ing they have and the porce
Iain is so smooth...I have
some shelves in my dining
room and I have them all
displayed there and so I'm
anxious to get all these that
I've ordered in the last couple
of days.

Oh good, s you're going to
be waiting for the UPS man
anxiously?

I sure am.. Wi
my friend Madeline
ta?

{toot)

The merchandise offere.
a combination of manufactur-
=13’ closeouts bought cheap
and sold at discount prices,
and some items, particularly
jewelry, made specifical
the Home Shopping Network,
Ludden said. A “‘retail” price
is shown on the screen. fol-
lowed by the club's discount
price, which is often lowered
several times while the item
is being offered.

Viewers who want to buy
phone an 800 number and
place their orders. An item
can be ordered only while it
iz an the screen.

Buyers, or “club mem:
bers,” can charge their pur
chase to a credit card or mail
in a check. Once buyvers have
established an account, or be-
come club members, they can
make purchases without
talking to any living being —
by using their phone buttens
to contact “Tootie.” the HSC
computer, direct and then fol.
lowing her instructions

Delivery is promised in
seven to 10 days if an estah
lished credit card account is
used, and somewhat lenger if
they have to wait for your
check to arrive and clear. Any
item can be returned within
30 days, no questions asked.

‘T'm addicted,” said Sabri-

na Vick, who lives in down-
town Anchorage and prefers
CVN. She keeps a hand ealeu-
lator close by to figure bar-
gain percentages.

"1 haven't bought anything
in probably three weeks, but
1 still watch it every night

1 do watch Johnny Carson
and David Letterman
(but) 1 fall asleep with it op
every night.”

Viek discovered home shop-
ping about eight months ago
while flipping through the gﬁ
channels on her cable televi-
sion. She says she was at-
tracted because she's & bomn
shopper.

"1 shop everywhere, from
the Salvation Army to Nords-
trom’s and everywhere in be-
tween."

Her first purchase was “a

Noreleo limited edition coffee
pot with the 23-karat gold-
plated permanent filter.
Vick can recite the screen
hucksters” pitches word for
word, and does so with a
touch of ireny. She knows it's
all fairly bizarre.
As vices go, Vick figures
home shopping is reasonably
benevolent, f:‘s completely
non-violent,” she said. “You
just go into debt "

Vick got to talk live on the
air once, when she called in to
buy a pair of binoculars with
an attached sound receiver

“I told them it was for out
in the woods, for nature in
Alaska.” she said. “But actu
ally, T listen to the neighbors
[ listen to the kids outside. 1
drive around and listen to
people’s conversations. Hey,
they're great. They sold out.™

Vick is 24 with some col
lege, which makes her not a
typical viewer. According to
Ludden, the HSN spokeswom-
an, 70 percent of viewers are
women with an average age
of 45.

Viewers are not, as ome
critic suggested in a recent
article, the poor of the land
being taken for a ride. You
have to have credit to shop,
or checks that don't bounce,

“WE

BUT HAD NO IDEA

Furnished Model
Open 1 to 6 p.m. daily

The average income of club
members is $37,500, Ludden
said. Ninety percent are high
sthool graduates and 62 per-
cent are employed

Mike McGonigal is another
Anchorage viewer who says
he watches for bargains. He's
bought a radar detector, a
blood pressure machine and
jewelry — gold, which he
knows something about, not
cubic zirconias.

"l happened to turn it on
once and they were selling
gold chains. 1 said, 'That's a
good buy.’ so I sent and got it
for the wife. . It's a wery,
very convenient way of shop-
ping."

If’s apparent that some-
thing besides shopping is o~
ing on with heme shopping,
something even beyond rec-
reational shopping for things
no one needs. Neither the
McGonigals nor Vick are the
compulsive buyers that those
who sneer at home shoppers
like to portray. They watch
for long periods without buy-
ing anything, As does Debbie
Krivenko, a military wife
with two children. who lives
in Muldoon. She buys some-
thing ence every week or two.

On the other hand, Kriven-
ko has begun a doll collection
for her 4-year-old daughter, &
collection she freely admits
she would not have begun
except for the enjoyment she
gets from watching the home
shopping shows and partici-
pating by buying something
once in a while.

“They get you in a good
mood if you're depressed ™
Krivenko said. “You just flip
it on. They tell a joke and
make you laugh.™ She likes 10
listen to the caliers who get
put on the air, “just to see
what they have to say.”

MeGonigal also mentioned
the call-ins. “It gets comical
at times,"” he said.

He got put on the air the
first time he bought sorme-

ing. I was standing here
and I could hear myself talk
on TV. A phenomencn!”

at home, you don’t buy the goods — you ‘get in on’ them

Something special is going
on here, some new varlety of
mass communication. Some-
thing vaguely like a radio
talk show, but where lots of
people get to talk and listen
to other people like them-
selves “on television.” .

It's not what is said that
matters, it's the contact.

Even the hosts seem unim-
portant, mere conduits for the
callers. They are already so
plastic, so phony, they could
be replaced by robots without
noticeable effect. “They have
some happy women on that
channel,” §s how Vick put it.
“They're too happy. People
Jjust aren't that happy.”

It seems apparent that, for
many peaple, the home shop-
ping shows are company
They offer something that is
to communication what sin-
iles bars are to love — a way
to go through the motions of
human contact when, for
whatever reason, real contact
is undesirable or unavailable.

And they clearly appeal to
the voyeur in all of us, the
part that likes to peek at
other people’s lives, even on
the most trivial level, without
getting invaolved.

Hi there. Welcome to the
Home Shopping Club. You're
live on the air with Katherine

today.

Hi Katherine, how ya do-
ing honey?

Doing great. Welcome in

What is your name?

My name is Frances.

Well, Frances, you sound
like you, you're pretty well
keen about all eur fashions
this momning.

Oh well, listen honey ... I
was telling your representa-
tive that Thursday I couldn't
even order anything because [
had everything.

Is that right?

Yesterday, I wasn't home. [
cauld anly wateh an hour of
it. And of course, today I'm
only going to be able to watch
an hour of it, but so far I've
only been able to buy one
item. I like that blouse that~
¥ou haveon. ..

I'm going to be selling this
one a little later. If you stick
around by your television set.
give me a call back when
we're doing this pne so you
can tell everyane about the fit
and all that.

Well, I hope I'm here ‘cause
I'm leaving soon for the beau-
ty parfor.

Oh, OK.

But right now I'll sit and
watch 'til I'm ready to go.

T am so pleased. you're do-
ing some shopping with us,

C

There are indications that a
classier group of hucksters is
eyeing the home shopping
arena. But investars still
seem unsure if buying direet
from television is a passing
fad or the wave of the future

I home shopping begins
peddling some of life's neces-
sities, perhaps we'll find out
if usefulness or fulfilling
some psychic need is at the
core of its appeal. Meanwhile,
better eall right now if you
want to get in on this beauti-
ful porcelain ballerina. She's
15 inches tall and double
glazed. Just look at those
colors, will you, look at that
shine. But better hurry,
there's just 40 seconds left on
this item.

KNEW IT WAS A BUYERS MARKET,

HOW GOOD IT

Y WAS UNTIL WE SAW A NEW

again.”

340-3141

REA[L ”
CLIPPERWOOD HOME...

. . . We knew our timing was right, but we

were still amazed when we learned how much

living space Clipperwood homes offered

Clipperwood has more square footage, more
quality and now more than ever, more reasons
to buy a newly constructed home . . .

“Fact is, we realized we would probably never

get another opportunity as good as this one

Drive out and see for yourself . . . ther Fou'll
know why this is 1957's most successful new
home development.

\

4 Models From $118,950 to $139,950.

Up to 2130 sq. ft.

=
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TV SHOPPING:

| Continued from Page A1 |

fake, but “only your gemolo-
gist” can tell for sure,

According to the Wall
Street Journal, Americans are
in the midst of a shoppi
orgy — buying for the plea-
sure of buying in an economy
that should have dried up
such pursuits. *“Going shop-
ping” instead of going to a
store to buy something they
need. A study cited by the
Journal on July 30 found that
only 25 percent of mall shop-
pers questioned had come to a
mall to buy a specific item.
The rest were just shopping
as recreation.

“Economists are amared,”
exclaimed the Journal head-
line. Economists obviously
haven't been watching the
home shopping channels and
listening to viewers who say
they have begun collections of
dolls or clown figurines or
jewelry sets that they buy
only from television.

a
Item: 16-inch porcelain musi-
cal doll, §25.
Caller: Helen from Phoe

nix,

Well, I've bought so many
dolls. . .I kave about 150 since
Iast Notember. ... I'm not
going 'to buy any more.
don't know where I'm going
to put them. You get into
them and you just ean't stop.
... I swear, ‘No I can’t do it,
ne I can't do it In fact, I
wasn't even going to watch
you. I says, ‘It's eight o'clock,
I'm going to watch a movie.’
Then I turned this on and I
said, ‘Here we go again.’ ...
Are you going to have any
more?

Home shopping, as it is
called by the industry, is a
wretched excess produced by
mating the shopping urge to
the television habit. This mu-
tant offspring is the opposite
of public television, where
they did away with the com-
mercials. In home shopping
they've done away with the
programs. It's 24 hours of
commercials sand you don't
have to get up off the couch to
buy the products.

“It's real easy,” said Sabri-
na Vick, an Anchorage house
wife who admits to being
addicted. “It's mot like wyou
have to get dressed, brush
your hair, see other people.
You can sit here in your
underwear and your credit
cand.”

Vick had 3 cable drop in-
stalled in her bedroom so she
can watch from bed after her
husband and daughter go to
sleep.

HEC originates in Clearwa-
ter, Fla. It's the brainchild of
two men who a few years ago
owned a lackluster local radio
station and began selling
things like can openers over
the air. The response was so
good, according to Business
Week -magazine, they began
selling other products and, in
1982, moved to cable televi-
sion. They're now reportedly
zillionaires and the whole sto-
ry sounds like a mini-series.

Home Shopping Network
(HSN) did $160 million in
sales in fiscal year 1986, ac-
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Debbie Krivenko holds some of the dolls she has bought for her daughter through the Home Sho

lion in sales and they're still

growing.

“I love it when people say,
‘Oh, is this a fad?" " Ludden
said. Financial and television
experts who write about
home shopping like to suggest
it will go the way of video

games.

HSEN and the other home
shapping channel available in
Anchorage, Cable Value Net-
work (CVN), use similar for-
mats: The item for sale is
shown on the screen for any-
where from three to 10 min-
utes, while a “show host"
extols its virtues in a repeti-
tious, tent-show style that has
some experts predicting home
shopping is the natural suc-
cessor to fading TV preachers.

This idea is reinforced by
the practice of asking “club
members” who have already
bought and received the item
on sale to call up and “give
testimony™ abeut how great
itis

Nobody buys anything on
HSC, they “get in on" it, as
in, “T'll bet you're really glad
¥ou got in on the emerald
pendant™>~Did you get in on
the matching earrings earli-
er?™

Those lueky enough to talk
live on the air to the show
host are rewarded with a
“toot” — a blast from a bicy-
cle horn that is ome of the
corniest and obviously well-
liked gimmicks employed.

[m

Item: Porcelain clown. $63.11
Caller: This is Ann, from

Show host: Well, Ann, You
sound like you're pretty hap-
py to get in on our Castille
poreelain tonight.

Well, I sure am. I've been
collecting them and I'm se
bappy you're having this pro-
gram on tonight with all the
clowns and all the other figu-
rin

(=1
Well, now, do you have

Yes I am and I've ordered
about 10 or 11 of them al-
ready the last few days.

Oh my goodness. Well now,
Ann, tell us what it is about
the Castille that you love.

Well, I like the subtle color-
ing they have and the porre-
lain is so smooth...I have
some shelves in my dining
room and I have d:hem all
displayed there and so I'm
anxious to get all these that
I've ordered in the last couple
of days.

Oh good, so you're going to
be waiting for the UPS man
anxiously?

I sure am. . Will you toot
my friend Madeline in Saraso-
ta‘)

(toot)
in]

The merchandise offered is
a combination of manufactur-
ers’ close-outs bought cheap
and sold at discount prices,
and some items, particularly
jewelry, made specifically for
the Home Shopping Networlk,
Ludden said. A “retail” price
is shown on the screen, fol-
lowed by the club’s discount
price, which is often lowered
several times while the item
is being offered.

Viewers who want to buy
phone an 800 number and
place their orders. An item
can be ordered only while it
is on the screen.

Buyers, or “club mem-
bers,” can charge their pur-
chase to a credit card or mail
in a check. Once buyers have
established an account, or he-
come club members, they can
make purchases without
talking to any living being —
by using their phone buttons
to contact “Tootie,” the HSC
computer, direct and then fol-
lowing her instructions.

Delivery iz promised in
seven to 10 days if an estab-
lished credit card account is
used, and somewhat longer if
they have to wait for vour

Sitting at home, you don’t buy the goods —

e,

na Vick, who lives in down-
town Anchorage and prefers
CVN. She keeps a hand calcu-
lator close by to figure bar-
gain percentages,

“I haven't bought anything
in probably three weeks, but
I still watch it every night,

I do wateh Johnny Carson
and David Letterman ...
(but} T fall asleep with it on
every night.”

Vick discovered home shop-
ping about eight months ago
while flipping through the 36
channels on her cable televi.
sion, She says she was at-
tracted because she's a born
shopper.

"l shop everywhere, from
the Salvation Army to Nords-
trom's and everywhere in be-
tween.”

Her first purchase was “a
Norelco limited edition coffee
pot with the 23-karat gold-
plated permanent filter.'
Vick can recite the screen
hucksters™ pitches word for
word, and does so with a
touch of irony. She knows it's
all fairly bizarre.

As vices go, Vick figures
home shopping is reasonably
benevolent. “It's completely
non-violent,” she said. “You
just go into debt.”

Vick got to talk live on the
air once, when she called in to
buy a pair of binoculars with
an attached sound receiver,

I told them it was for out
in the woods, for nature in
Alaska." she said. “But actu-
ally, I listen to the neighbors.
I listen to the kids outside. I
drive around and listen to
people's conversations. Hey,
they're great. They sold out.”

Vick is 24 with some col-
lege, which makes her not a
typical viewer. According to
Ludden, the HSN spokeswom-
an, 70 percent of viewers are
women with an average age
of 45,

Viewers are not, as one
critic suggested in a recent

Anchorage Dady NewsErk Hnl.
pping Club: Easy to get hooked.

The average income of club
members is $37,500, Ludden
said. Ninety percent are high
school graduates and 62 per-
cent are employed,

Mike McGonigal is another
Anchorage viewer who says
he watches for bargains. He
bought a radar detector, a
blood pressure machine and
jewelry — gold. which he
knows something about, not
cubi¢ zirconias,

“I happened to turn it on
once and they were selling
gold chains. [ said, ‘That's a
good buy,’ so I sent and got it
for the wife. ... It's a very,
very convenient way of shop-
ping.”

It's apparent that some-
thing besides shopping is go-
ing on with home shopping,
something even beyond rec-
reational shopping for things
no one needs. Neither the
MeGonigals nor Vick are the
compulsive buyers that those
who sneer at home shappers
like to portray. They watch
for long periods without buy-
ing anything. As does Debbie
Krivenko, a military wife
with two children, who lives
in Muldoon. She buys some-
thing once every week or two.

On the other hand, Kriven-
ko has begun a doll collection
for her 4-year-old daughter, a
collection she freely admits
she would net have begun
except for the enjoyment she
gets from watching the home
shopping shows and partici-
pating by buying something
once in a while.

“They get you in a good
mood if you're depressed,”
Krivenko said. “You just flip
it on. They tell a joke and
make you laugh.” She likes to
listen to the callers who get
put on the air, “just to see
what they have to say.”

MeGonigal also mentioned
the call-ins. “It gets comical
at times," he said.

He_ant rurt’ an bho ois éb.

you ‘get in on’ them

Something special is going
on here, some new variety of
mass communication. Some-
thing vaguely like a radio
talk show, but where lots of
people get to talk and listen
to other people like them-
selves "'on television." -

It's not what is said that
matters, it’s the contact.

Even the hosts seem unim-
portant, mere conduits for the
callers. They are already so
plastic, so phony, they could
be replaced by robots without
noticeable effect. ““They have
some happy women on that
channel," is how Vick put it.
“They're too happy. People
just aren't that happy."

It seems apparent that, for
many people, the home shop-
ping shows are company.
They offer something that is
to communication what sin-
gles bars are to love — a way
to go through the motions of
human contact when, for
whatever reason, real contact
is undesirable or unavailable.

And they clearly appeal to
the voyeur in all of us, the
part that likes to peek at
other people's lives, even on
the most trivial level, without
getting involved.

Hi there. Welcome to the
Home Shopping Club. You're
live on the air with Katherine

today.

Hi Katherine, how ya do-
ing honey?

Doing great. Welcome in.

What is your name?

My name is Frances.

Well, Franees, you sound
like you, you're pretty well
keen about all our fashions
this morning.

Oh well, listen honey ... I
was telling your representa-
tive that Thursday I couldn't
even order anything because [
had everything,

Is that right?

Yesterday, I wasn't home, T
could only watch an hour of
it. And of course, today I'm
only going to be able to watch
an hour of it, but so far I've
only been able to buy one
item. I like that blouse that™
you have on. . .

I'm going to be selling this
one a little later. If you stick
around by your television set,
give me a call back when
we're doing this pne so you
can tell everyone about the fit
and all that.

Well, I hope I'm here ‘cause
I'm leaving soon for the beau-
ty parfor.

Oh, OK.

But right now I'll sit and
watch 'til I'm ready to go.

I am so pleased you're do-
ing some shopping with us.

[m}

There are indications that a
classier group of hucksters is
eyeing the home shopping
arena. But investors still
seem unsure if buying direct
from television is a passi
tad or the wave of the future.

If home shopping begins
peddling some of life's neces-
sities, perhaps we'll find out
if usefulness or fulfilling
some psychic need is at the
core of its appeal. Meanwhile,
better call right now if you
want to get in on this beauti-
ful porcelain ballerina. She's
15 inches tall and double

alavad  Tied Tanle a6 ab-o.
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Winnie the Pooh, friends
find home in New York

Winnle-the-Pooh and his
battered band trekiced
through the wilds of
Manhattan on Friday to take
up residence in their new
home, a Booky Place far, far
away from the Trap for
Heffalumps and the 100 Aker
Wood

“They are world citizens
and we are adopting them,”
Vartan Gregorian,
resident of the New Yark
blie Library, where
65-year-old Pooh, Tigger,
Kanga, Eeyore and Piglet set
ug: camp 3,000 miles from
elr native England
No strangers to these
shores, the stuffed crentures
first toured the United States
in 1947 and ever since 1856
had resided a mile from the

publishers of A.A. Milne's
classic tales.

The animals — bought by
Milne for his son Chrisi
at Harrods in London — were
helped on their final New
York safari by a {riend who
insisted they cloak their
identity by climbing into a
shopping beg, Gregorian said

Danated by John Dyson
and John Macrae [I, the
former owner and president,
respectively, of Dutton, the
five threadbare friends will
now live in a glass case.

“Of course, no one can own
Pooh and his four surviving
companions, but the New
York Public Libary will
make certain they are forever
available to Pooh lovers
thraughout the world.” said
Macrae

Dog to be promoted
Lance Corporal Danlel J. Daly

The Marine base will take on
other dutles.

Wew York library at E.P
Dutton, the American Dy em e
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