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appropriately prepare for and respond to the public health hazard
posed by Coronavirus disease 2019 (“COVID-19”); and

WHEREAS, in light of the dangers posed by COVID-19, I issued
Executive Order No. 103 (2020) on March 9, 2020, the facts and
circumstances of which are adopted by reference herein, which
declared both a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency;
and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. App. A:9-34 and -51, I
reserved the right to utilize and employ all available resources
of State government to protect against the emergency created by
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A App. A:9-40, I declared
that, due to the State of Emergency, no municipality, county, or
any agency or political subdivision of this State shall enact or
enforce any order, rule, regulation, ordinance, or resolution
which will or might in any way conflict with any of the provisions
of my Executive Orders, or which will in any way interfere with or
impede their achievement; and

WHEREAS, to further protect the health, safety, and welfare
of New Jersey residents by, among other things, reducing the rate
of community spread of COVID-19, I issued Executive Order No. 104
(2020) on March 16, 2020, the facts and circumstances of which are
also adopted by reference herein, which established statewide

social mitigation strategies for combatting COVID-19; and
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unnecessary person—to—-person contact,; ana

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 104 (2020) deemed a subset of
businesses as “essential,” including grocery/food stores,
pharmacies, medical supply stores, gas stations, healthcare
facilities, and ancillary stores within healthcare facilities, and
it authorized the State Director of Emergency Management, who is
the Superintendent of State Police, to make additions, amendments,
clarifications, exceptions, and exclusions to that list; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 104 (2020) made clear that such
essential businesses may continue operating without limits on
their scope of service or hours of operation, absent further
amendments by the State Director of Emergency Management; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order ©No. 104 (2020) and subsequent
Administrative Orders issued by the State Director of Emergency
Management also placed restrictions on other businesses’ scope of
service and hours of operation, and also placed restrictions on
the size of gatherings in the State; and

WHEREAS, as of March 20, 2020, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), there were more than
234,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 worldwide, with over 9,800 of
those cases having resulted in death; and

WHEREAS, as of March 20, 2020, there were more than 15,000
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the United States, with at least
201 of those cases having resulted in death; and

WHEREAS, as of March 20, 2020, there were at least 890
positive cases of COVID-19 in New Jersey, with at least 11 of those

cases having resulted in death; and
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Irequently tnrougn person—to—-person contact when 1naividuals are
within six feet or less of one another; and

WHEREAS, as a result, the CDC has recommended that individuals
practice “social distancing” to prevent community spread of the
virus; and

WHEREAS, the CDC has defined social distancing as the practice
of “remaining out of congregate settings, avoiding mass
gatherings, and maintaining distance (approximately 6 feet or 2
meters) from others when possible”; and

WHEREAS, to mitigate community spread of COVID-19, it is
necessary to limit the unnecessary movement of individuals in and
around their communities and person-to-person interactions in
accordance with CDC and DOH guidance; and

WHEREAS, the best way for New Jersey residents to keep
themselves, their families, and their communities safe during the
COVID-19 outbreak is to stay at home as much as possible; and

WHEREAS, as of March 15, 2020, the CDC recommends that for
the next eight weeks, gatherings of 50 or more people be canceled
or postponed throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, as of March 16, 2020, the White House went further
than the CDC had and recommended that Americans avoid social
gatherings in groups of more than 10 people; and

WHEREAS, restricting the physical presence of individuals in
office environments and work sites is critical to preventing future

spread of COVID-19; and
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polLiCcies anda practices TO 1ncrease tTthe pnysical dlstance among
employees and between employees; and

WHEREAS, permitting the workforce to work from home may reduce
stress on the State’s child care system; and

WHEREAS, as of March 19, 2020, I have instructed all State
departments and agencies to utilize work-from-home arrangements
for both essential and non-essential employees wherever feasible;
and

WHEREAS, given the rapidly rising incidence of COVID-19,
temporarily closing non-essential retail businesses will
strengthen New Jersey’s efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19;
and

WHEREAS, even as we institute social distancing measures, the
number of COVID-19 cases in New Jersey is likely to increase for
the immediate future, meaning we must take all possible steps to
preserve our health care system’s capacity to treat those who
require emergency or intensive care; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution and statutes of the State of New
Jersey, particularly the provisions of N.J.S.A. 26:13-1 et seq.,
N.J.S.A. App. A: 9-33 et seq., N.J.S.A. 38A:3-6.1, and N.J.S.A.
38A:2-4 and all amendments and supplements thereto, confer upon
the Governor of the State of New Jersey certain emergency powers,
which I have invoked;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me Dby the
Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER

and DIRECT:
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