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I. INTRODUCTION1

A. Plaintiff’s Opening Introduction & Statement of Facts 

1. Introduction 

Acceleration Bay proposes constructions for Terms 14, 15, 19, 20, and 22 that are 

consistent with their plain and ordinary meaning as understood by a person of ordinary skill in 

the art (“POSA”) and even lay persons.  The Court should adopt Acceleration Bay’s 

constructions because they are consistent with the plain and ordinary meaning as understood by 

those of skill in the art and are readily understandable to the jury. 

In contrast, Defendants’ constructions for these terms largely repeat their same flawed 

constructions for m-regular and m as explained below. 

2. Statement of Facts 

Acceleration Bay incorporates by reference its Statement of Facts from the parties’ prior 

joint claim construction brief.  D.I. 186 (16-cv-453) at 3, 4.  

B. Defendants’ Opening Introduction & Background 

1. Introduction 

The six Asserted Patents relate to a system for “broadcasting” data over a specific and 

narrowly defined computer network.  The claims of five of the six patents are defined with 

reference to graph theory, and in particular a graph that is m-regular and incomplete.  A graph is a 

set of nodes and a set of edges, where each edge connects a pair of nodes.  The Phase II Terms are 

key to how such a network is formed and operates. In four patents, the nodes are referred to as 

“participants” and in the ’147 patent, the nodes are “computers.”  When two “participants” (or two 

1 Pursuant to the Court’s July 5, 2017 Order (D.I. 206, 16-cv-453) and Stipulations Regarding 
Supplemental Claim Construction Briefing (D.I. 215 and 320, 16-cv-453) the parties hereby 
submit the second of three Supplemental Joint Claim Construction Briefs, addressing the 
following terms: 14, 15, 19, 20, 22.  See Ex. 2 (D.I. 236, 16-cv-453) (Supplemental Joint Claim 
Construction Chart)(“JCCC”). 
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“computers”) are “connected,” they are considered “neighbors.”  The graph formed by the 

participants must be both m-regular and “incomplete,” meaning that no participant is connected to, 

or is neighbor of, all of the other participants.2  The group of interconnected participants, or 

interconnected computers, form a “broadcast channel” where each participant or computer, 

receives all data that is broadcast on the channel.  

This “Phase II” brief addresses 3 key aspects of the claims.   This brief and the 

accompanying declaration of Dr. Kelly explain (1) how the “computers” or “participants” that 

comprise the network “connect” to each other and become “neighbors”; (2) why the broadcast 

channel is “always” incomplete; and (3) how the “broadcast channel” distributes the same “data” 

to all of the computers/participants of the broadcast channel.  

Plaintiff’s proposed constructions flatly contradict the Patents and Plaintiff’s 

representations to the PTAB.  For instance, Plaintiff disputes Defendants’ construction that the “m-

regular graph is always noncomplete.”  But before Plaintiff took technical discovery, it advised the 

PTAB that being “always” incomplete was a “key attribute” of the claims: “the number of network 

participants N ... is always greater than the number of connections m to each participant.” See, e.g., 

D-2 at 11.  Even more, Plaintiff argued to the PTAB the claimed inventions of the ’344 and ’966 

patents “require[] that any complete graph structure be avoided and replaced with an incomplete 

graph” and that use of a complete graph is “antithetical to the claims.” D-1 (’966 IPR, Patent 

Owner’s Preliminary Response) at 19-21; D-2 (’344 IPR, Patent Owner’s Preliminary Response) at 

27-28.  Now, Plaintiff’s position is the opposite: It argues that “the network may not always be 

2 As Plaintiff’s own expert has confirmed, to determine whether a network is m-regular and 
incomplete, the entire set of nodes (computers/participants) and the entire set of edges 
(connections between neighboring computers/participants) must be known.  Without that 
information, the graphical properties of the network cannot be determined.  Ex. 4 (Bims Dep. 
Tr.) at 201:21-202:20. 
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non-complete and therefore the graph is not always non-complete.”  Opening Br. 13-14.   

Plaintiff’s constructions of neighbors and connections seek to vastly expand the scope of 

the claims, and in so doing, render them meaningless.  Plaintiff’s defines a “connection” as a “link” 

and “neighbors” as “computers and/or computer processes that can communicate.”  The term link 

is no construction at all – any two computers in a network can be said to be “linked” together.  The 

construction for neighbor is equally vague – all computers on the same broadcast channel “can 

communicate” with each other.  Plaintiff’s constructions make it impossible to determine whether 

any broadcast channel or network is (or is not) m-regular or incomplete, and who is neighbors with 

whom, as required by the claims.  Indeed, under Plaintiff’s construction, it would seem that every 

network is a complete, full mesh-graph because all computers on the network are presumably 

“linked” and/or “can communicate.”  Plaintiff’s constructions would, and presumably are intended 

to, improperly expand the scope of the claims and do so in a manner that provides Plaintiff with 

maximum flexibility as to infringement by making the claims broad and ambiguous.  In contrast, 

Defendants offer clear constructions for neighbors and connections that are consistent with all 

disclosed embodiments as well as connection-oriented networking protocols in general. 

Plaintiff also disputes that all of the participants/computers of the broadcast channel receive 

all messages – i.e. packets with the same payloads – broadcast on the channel.  But, a leading 

treatise of the time and the patents themselves confirm Defendants’ construction.  See Ex. 1 

(Computer Networks 3rd Ed., Prentice Hall (1996)) at 7 (“Broadcast networks have a single 

communication channel that is shared by all the machines on the network.  Short messages, 

called packets in certain contexts, sent by any machine are received by all the others.”) 

(emphasis added); A-1, Abstract (“Each computer that is connected to the broadcast channel 

receives all messages that are broadcast while it is connected.”).  Defendants’ constructions are 

correct, while Plaintiff’s seek to impermissibly expand the bounds of the claims. 

Case 1:16-cv-00453-RGA   Document 326   Filed 10/11/17   Page 5 of 58 PageID #: 26049

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


