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What is
World of Warcraft

What is World of Warcraft? World of Warcraft is an online

N L e

game where players from around the world assume the
roles of heroic fantasy characters and explore a virtual
world full of mystery, magic, and endless adventure. So
much for the short answer! If you're still looking for a better
understanding of what World of Warcratft is, this page and

the Beginner’s Guide are the right place to start.

So, what is this game? Among other things,

World of Warcratft is...

...a Massively Multiplayer Online Role-Playing Game

Games in the same genre as World of Warcraft are commonly referred to as

MMORPGSs, which stands for “Massively Multiplayer Online Role-Playing
Game.”

MASSIVELY MULTIPLAYER
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ONLINE

ROLE-PLAYING

To summarize: In an MMORPG, you play the role of a unique character in a

persistent online world shared by thousands of other players.

...set in the high-fantasy universe of Warcraft

Before World of Warcraft, there was the Warcraft series of strategy games.
World of Warcraft is set in the same high-fantasy universe as the previous
Warcraft games, and it builds on and expands a legacy of more than fifteen

years of epic storytelling.

Azeroth is a world of swords and sorcery. Its lands are home to a vast number
of races and cultures, led by kings, chieftains, lords, ladies, archdruids, and
everything in between. Some of Azeroth’s people share bonds of friendship
reaching back thousands of years; others are sworn enemies with long
histories of bitter hatred. Among all these different kingdoms, cultures, tribes,

and territories, two major power blocs are locked in a struggle for dominance.

Epic as they may be, these wars between the mortal races pale in comparison
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of untold horrors upon the world; in the frozen wastes of the northern
continent, a being of pure evil commands a vast army of undeath, ready to
snuff out all life; and far across the stars, deep within the warped realm of the
Twisting Nether, an unstoppable force of chaos and destruction thirsts to lead

its demonic legion to Azeroth and to put the world to the flame.

World of Warcraft thrusts you into a central role of an ever-changing story.
You and your friends will be active participants in events that are steeped in
the rich lore of this fantasy universe. Fight for either the Alliance or the Horde,

and experience a fully-realized fantasy world.

...centered around persistent online personae

In World of Warcraft, you play the role of a fantasy hero. Over the course of
his or her life, your character will brave thousands of quests, learn new and
powerful abilities, amass (and likely spend) vast fortunes of gold, and find
hundreds of powerful weapons, enchanted rings, artifacts, suits of armor, and

more.

In other words, your character progresses and gets stronger as you gain
experience, new skills, and more powerful items and equipment. Your
character's progress is automatically stored online, which means that you
always pick up right where you left off when you start the game again. In fact,
your character’s data can be stored for as long as you want, so you can
progress at whatever pace you feel most comfortable with. Some players
blaze through the game’s content at record speed to reach the endgame as
quickly as possible, while others prefer to take the time to stop and smell the

roses. The choice is entirely up to you.

But what's more, you are not limited to just one character. You can keep a
roster of several different characters (up to 11 per realm), and each character
will present you with an entirely different game experience depending on what

DEFINING YOUR CHARACTER

race and class you choose for them.
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Being a hero sounds great in theory, what with all the glory, fame, fortune,
friendly faces in every town, and songs of your epic exploits around every

campfire, but what do heroes actually do?

Essentially, the core gameplay of World of Warcraft revolves around fighting
monsters and completing quests. You will encounter thousands of non-player
characters (NPCs), computer-controlled characters who may need your help
with tasks ranging from the mundane (such as delivering a letter) to the truly
heroic (rescuing a dwarven princess from the evil Dark Iron Clan, for example).
More often than not, these quests will put you right in harm’s way, and you'll
find yourself squaring off against deadly monsters. You will be able to deal
with most monsters you encounter by yourself, but the true challenges and the
big payoffs await in the world’s many dungeons and raids, which can only be

conquered by groups of heroes working together as a team.

Another aspect of the life of a hero is the constant struggle between the
Alliance and the Horde. Even though there are currently no all-out wars,
tensions are high, and small skirmishes regularly take place all over Azeroth
where players from both sides fight each other. This is called player-versus-

player combat (PvP).
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