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data network'

. supported by a database management system| (DBMS). Thus, onespeaksofa relational DBMS,a
network DBMS, and so on, depending on the type of
data model a DBMSsupports. In general, a DBMS
supports only one data model as a practical rather
than a theoreticalrestriction.

data network n. A network designed for transferring
data encodedasdigital signals, as opposedto a voice
network, which transmits analog signals.

Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification n.
ui See DOCSIS.

data packet n. See packet.

data path n. The route that a signal followsasit trav-
els through a computer network.

:

data point n. Any pair of numeric values plotted on
a chart,

|

data processing n. 1. The general work performed by
computers. 2. Morespecifically, the manipulation of
data to transform it into some desired result. Acronym:
DP. Also called ADP, automatic data processing, EDP,
electronic data processing. See also centralized process-
ing, decentralized processing, distributed processing.

Data Processing ManagementAssociation n. See
DPMA.

data projector n. A device, similar to a slide projec-
tor, that projects the video monitor output of a com-

; puter onto a screen.

data protection n. The process of ensuring the preser-
vation, integrity, and reliability of data. See also data

i integrity.

data rate n. The speed at whicha circuit or communi-
fi cations line can transfer information, usually mea-

sured in bits per second (bps).
data record n. See record!,

data reduction n. The process of converting raw data
to a more useful form by scaling, smoothing, order-
ing, or other editing procedures.

data segment n. The portion of memory or auxiliary
storage that contains the data used by a program.

Data Service Unit n. See DDS.

data set n. 1. A collection ofrelated information
made up of separate elements that can be treated as a
unit in data handling. 2, In communications, a mo-
dem. See also modem.
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data type. ;

Data Set Ready n. See DSR.

 

r

data sharing n. The use of a single file by more than [
one person or computer, Data sharing can be done by k €
physically transferring a file from one computerto E
another, or, more commonly, by networking and g
computer-to-computer communications. ti

data signal n. The information transmitted overa line ;
or circuit. It consists of binary digits and can include e
actual information or messages and other elements da
suchas control characters or error-checking codes. oO

data sink n. 1. Any recording medium where data can da
be stored until needed. 2. In communications, the d
portion of a Data Terminal Equipment (DTE)device SI
that receives transmitted data. dai

data source n. 1. The originator of computerdata, th
frequently an analog or digital data collection device, th
2. In communications, the portion of a Data Terminal P
Equipment (DTE) device that sends data. 1

‘ ‘ fc
data stream n, An undifferentiated, byte-by-byte flow T

of data. #
_datastructure n.Anorganizationalscheme,suchasa al
-tecordorarray, tha t Ca nbe api ed dal ey ; ate ct

interpretingthe dataor pet1gOperations onit, — «al
data switch n. A device in a computer system that tic

routes incomingdata to various locations. pc
Data Terminal Equipment n, See DTE. a

ni

Data Terminal Ready n. See DTR. tic
data traffic n. The exchange ofelectronic messages— Se

control and data—across a network. Traffic capacity (d
is measured in bandwidth; traffic speed is measured dat:
in bits per unit of time. di

data transfer n. The movementof information from so
one location to another, either within a computer (as in
from a disk drive to memory), between a computer and D:
an external device (as betweenafile server and a com- da
puter on a network), or between separate computers. pr:

data transfer rate n. See data rate. Si
«a ‘ ‘ prdata transmission n. The electronic transfer of infor- “ai

mation from a sending deviceto a receiving device. up
data type n. In programming, a definition of a set of date

data that specifies the possible range of values of the Gal
set, the operations that can be performed on theval-

; : i datiues, and the way in which the values are stored in iomemory. Defining the data type allows a computer to
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