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Product Title ELIQUIS (apixaban) tablets for oral use

Applicant I Bristol-Myers Squibb \
Application]Supplement Number I NDA 202155 \

Type ofApplication Original
 

Indication(3) To reduce the risk of stroke and systemic embolism in patients
with nonvalvular atrial fibrillation.

Established Pharmacologic Classl factor Xa inhibitor anticoagulant  

Office/Division ODE I/DCRP 

Division Project Manager Alison Blaus
 

I Date FDA Received Application I September 17, 2012 
 
    
 

Goal Date March 17, 2013

Date PI Received by SEALD December 28, 2012

SEALD Review Date December 28, 2012

SEALD Labeling Reviewer Elizabeth Donohoe

I SEALD Division Director ‘ Laurie Burke 

P1 = prescribing information

1 The established pharmacologic class (EPC) that appears in the final draft PI.

This Study Endpoints and Labeling Development (SEALD) Director Sign-Off review of the end-0f-

cycle, draft prescribing information (PI) for critical format elements reveals outstanding labeling

format deficiencies that must be corrected before the final PI is approved. After these outstanding

labeling format deficiencies are corrected, the SEALD Director will have no objection to the

approval of this PI.

The critical format elements include labeling regulation (21 CFR 201.56 and 201.57), labeling

guidance, and best labeling practices (see list below). This review does not include every

regulation or guidance that pertains to PI format.

Guide to the Selected Requirements of Prescribing Information [SRPH Checklist: For each SRPI

item, one of the following 3 response options is selected:

NO: The PI does not meet the requirement for this item (deficiency).

YES: The PI meets the requirement for this item (not a deficiency).

0 N/A (not applicable): This item does not apply to the specific PI under review.
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Highlights (HL) 

GENERAL FORMAT  

1. Highlights (HL) must be in two-column format, with ½ inch margins on all sides and in a 
minimum of 8-point font.  

Comment:  

2. The length of HL must be less than or equal to one-half page (the HL Boxed Warning does not 
count against the one-half page requirement) unless a waiver has been is granted in a previous 
submission (i.e., the application being reviewed is an efficacy supplement).   

Instructions to complete this item:  If the length of the HL is less than or equal to one-half page 
then select “YES” in the drop-down menu because this item meets the requirement.  However, if 
HL is longer than one-half page:  

 For the Filing Period (for RPMs) 

 For efficacy supplements:  If a waiver was previously granted, select “YES” in the drop-
down menu because this item meets the requirement.   

 For NDAs/BLAs and PLR conversions:  Select “NO” in the drop-down menu because this 
item does not meet the requirement (deficiency).  The RPM notifies the Cross-Discipline 
Team Leader (CDTL) of the excessive HL length and the CDTL determines if this 
deficiency is included in the 74-day or advice letter to the applicant. 

 For the End-of Cycle Period (for SEALD reviewers) 

 The SEALD reviewer documents (based on information received from the RPM) that a 
waiver has been previously granted or will be granted by the review division in the 
approval letter.  

Comment:        

3. All headings in HL must be presented in the center of a horizontal line, in UPPER-CASE letters 
and bolded. 

Comment:        

4. White space must be present before each major heading in HL. 

Comment:        

5. Each summarized statement in HL must reference the section(s) or subsection(s) of the Full 
Prescribing Information (FPI) that contains more detailed information. The preferred format is 
the numerical identifier in parenthesis [e.g., (1.1)] at the end of each information summary (e.g. 
end of each bullet). 

Comment:  Under D&A, the second bullet should reference 2.2; in DI the references should be 
7.1 under the first bullet and 7.2 under the second bullet.  

6. Section headings are presented in the following order in HL: 

Section Required/Optional 
 Highlights Heading Required 
 Highlights Limitation Statement  Required 
 Product Title  Required  
 Initial U.S. Approval  Required 
 Boxed Warning  Required if a Boxed Warning is in the FPI 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 
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 Recent Major Changes  Required for only certain changes to PI*  
 Indications and Usage  Required 
 Dosage and Administration  Required 
 Dosage Forms and Strengths  Required 
 Contraindications  Required (if no contraindications must state “None.”) 
 Warnings and Precautions  Not required by regulation, but should be present 
 Adverse Reactions  Required 
 Drug Interactions  Optional 
 Use in Specific Populations  Optional 
 Patient Counseling Information Statement Required  
 Revision Date  Required 

* RMC only applies to the Boxed Warning, Indications and Usage, Dosage and Administration, Contraindications, 
and Warnings and Precautions sections. 

Comment:        

7. A horizontal line must separate HL and Table of Contents (TOC). 
Comment:        

 
HIGHLIGHTS DETAILS 
Highlights Heading 
8. At the beginning of HL, the following heading must be bolded and appear in all UPPER CASE 

letters: “HIGHLIGHTS OF PRESCRIBING INFORMATION”. 
Comment:        

 
Highlights Limitation Statement  
9. The bolded HL Limitation Statement must be on the line immediately beneath the HL heading 

and must state: “These highlights do not include all the information needed to use (insert 
name of drug product in UPPER CASE) safely and effectively. See full prescribing 
information for (insert name of drug product in UPPER CASE).”  

Comment:        

Product Title  

10. Product title in HL must be bolded.  

Comment:        

Initial U.S. Approval  

11. Initial U.S. Approval in HL must be placed immediately beneath the product title, bolded, and 
include the verbatim statement “Initial U.S. Approval:” followed by the 4-digit year. 

Comment:        

Boxed Warning  

12. All text must be bolded. 

Comment:        

13. Must have a centered heading in UPPER-CASE, containing the word “WARNING” (even if 
more than one Warning, the term, “WARNING” and not “WARNINGS” should be used) and 
other words to identify the subject of the Warning (e.g., “WARNING: SERIOUS 
INFECTIONS”). 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 
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Comment:        

14. Must always have the verbatim statement “See full prescribing information for complete boxed 
warning.” in italics and centered immediately beneath the heading. 

Comment:  Consider adding one space between this statement and the wording of the BW in HL 
to improve readability.  

15. Must be limited in length to 20 lines (this does not include the heading and statement “See full 
prescribing information for complete boxed warning.”) 

Comment:        

16. Use sentence case for summary (combination of uppercase and lowercase letters typical of that 
used in a sentence). 

Comment:        

 

Recent Major Changes (RMC)  

17. Pertains to only the following five sections of the FPI: Boxed Warning, Indications and Usage, 
Dosage and Administration, Contraindications, and Warnings and Precautions. 

Comment:        

18. Must be listed in the same order in HL as they appear in FPI. 

Comment:        

19. Includes heading(s) and, if appropriate, subheading(s) of labeling section(s) affected by the 
recent major change, together with each section’s identifying number and date (month/year 
format) on which the change was incorporated in the PI (supplement approval date). For 
example, “Dosage and Administration, Coronary Stenting (2.2) --- 3/2012”.  

Comment:        

20. Must list changes for at least one year after the supplement is approved and must be removed at 
the first printing subsequent to one year (e.g., no listing should be one year older than revision 
date). 

Comment:        

Indications and Usage 

21. If a product belongs to an established pharmacologic class, the following statement is required in 
the Indications and Usage section of HL: “(Product) is a (name of established pharmacologic 
class) indicated for (indication)”.  

Comment:  The PI contains the correct format.  Note, eLIST  (http://elist/prpllr/public/query/) 
and the Xarelto PI states the EPC for rivaroxaban as "factor Xa inhibitor" .  We recommend that 
the EPC in the I&U statement in the Highlights for rivaroxaban and apixaban be consistent if 
appropriate.   

Dosage Forms and Strengths 

22. For a product that has several dosage forms, bulleted subheadings (e.g., capsules, tablets, 
injection, suspension) or tabular presentations of information is used. 

Comment:        

YES 

YES 

YES 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

YES 

N/A 
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